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The  arrival  of  another  Anniversary  of  the  American  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  summons  its  Executive  Committee  to  lay  before 
their  constituents  the  customary  statement  of  the  past  year's 
work,  as  well  as  a  record  of  the  principal  events,  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  cause,  which  have  transpired  within  the  year. 


SOUTHEEX    ReFUGEEISM. 

Nobody  ever  yet  asked  that  oft-repeated  question  —  "'Why 
do  n't  you  go  Soutli  :  "  from  any  otluT  motive  than  a  very  strong 
desire  to  send  tlic  Anti-Slavery  advocate  as  far  away  as  the  limits 
of  the  country  would  permit,  and  into  a  region  whence  the  proba- 
bility of  return  would  be  exceedingly  small.  The  benevolent 
people  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the  question  as  a 
triumphant  and  imanswerablc  argument,  would,  if  tlicir  implied 
advice  were  taken,  feel,  on  parting  with  the  man  who  took  it. 
much  as  Svdnev  Smith  did  on  biddinir  farewell  to  some  clerical 
brother  about  to  depart  on  a  mission  to  the  Fejee  Islands  —  that 
he  would  be  served  up  roasted  soon  after  his  arrival.  The  ex- 
pectation in  our  case,  moreover,  would  be  accompanied  with  a 
most  liearty  prayer  that  sucli  a  reception  should  await  the  aboli- 
tion emissary. 

When  the  state  of  public  opinion  at  the  North  shall  warrant 
the  indulgence  of  a  hope  that  tlie  time  ap])roaches  when  Anti- 
Slavery  Missionary  effort  at   home   may    be  })ielennittetl,    the  way 
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will  open,  for  those  who  conceive  that  their  path  of  duty  lies  in 
tliat  direction,  to  take  up  tlie  C'ross,  and  t^o  down  amon,!^  the 
Heathen  and  the  Savages  of  the  Southern.  States.  But  as  yet, 
even  if  the  work  of  conversion  were  finished  at  the  North,  no 
encouragement  is  offered  for  a  Southern  Crusade,  except  to  those 
who  are  ambitious  of  a  sudden  crown  of  martyrdom.  The  Souili 
bristles  at  all  points  at  the  approach  of  danger.  To  the  barbarous 
despotism  which  she  cherishes  as  a  social  institution,  the  man  wlio 
thinks  is  the  worst  enemy  ;  and  she  deals  with  him  accordingly. 
He  is  visited  with  -gnominious  punishment,  or  with  banish- 
ment, as  the  most  dangerous  foe  to  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  society. 

It  is  not  a  new  thing  for  her  thus  to  defend  herself.  Kvery 
Xorthcni  man  who  has  crossed  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line  for  the 
last  five  and  twenty  years  has  needed  to  be  careful  that,  in  his 
trunk,  iH'  about  his  person,  he  carried  no  newspaper  or  btxjk  in 
which  could  be  found  any  modern  notions  upon  morals  or  civili- 
zation. A~;  a  general  rule,  he  was  >afe  (jnly  with  the  New  ^'ork 
Jo»rii.nl  "/  ( 'omiii'ncc,  or  the  publications  of  the  Messrs.  Harpers; 
or,  if  he  were  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  with  the  J\V*c  Ym-/: 
Ol'server,  or  the  issues  of  the  American  Tract  Society.  With 
these  in  his  hand,  he  was  admitted  to  Southern  confidence  and 
hospitality  as  one  whose  views  could  be  relied  upon  as  correct  on 
the  curse  of  Canaan,  aiul  wl;o  ccndd  take  no  otlu  r  view  tlian  a 
South-side  one  of  the  auction  block  or  a  chain  gang.  IJut  as  the 
danger  to  Southern  sorii'ty  for  the  last  year  has  been  greater, 
so  precaution  and  punishment  have  been  more  stringi  at  and  fre- 
(pient.  .\  brief  record  of  some  of  these  proceedings  will  prove 
instructive. 

Among  the  delegates  to  the  Republican  Convention  at  I'hiladel- 
phi.i,  in  June,  was  a  Mr.  Joiix  C.  Indki;  wood,  a  planter  from  (  lark 
Countv,  N'irginia.  Mr.  I'x  iikuwood  is  by  Inrth  a  .\;'w  Yorker, 
but  lias  been,  for  many  years,  a  resident  of  \'irginia.  He  lias 
never  been  a  Slaveholder,  and  his  opinions  in  favor  of  Free  Labor, 
and  opposed  to  Slavery,  well  known  among  his  neighbors,  led  liim 
to  attend  tlie  riiiladilphia  Convention.  When  there,  he  uuule  a 
brief  speech,  wiiicli  was  ncc  i\ed  w  ith  a  good  deal  of  interi-<t  and 
applause,  as  coinin.;  from  a  re<i  lent  of  a  Slave  State.  He  drew 
a  pi<  tnre  of  thi  present  eon  lit  ion  of  \"irginia,  as  a  n.  (m  ssar}'  (oii- 
sci|Uenee  of  (lie  i,  \istence  of  .'Slavery,  and  applied  to  In  r  the  words 
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of  her  own  Jefferson,  that  "  God  is  just,  and  his  justice  will 
not  sleep  forever ;  "   and,  referring  to  Kansas,  he  said  : — 

"  This  is  the  work  which  Virginia  is  doing  to-day.  Shall  the 
same  infamous  work  curse  the  future  States  to  spring  up  in  the 
West,  which  were  destined  to  be  the  homes  of  freemen  ?  Shall 
these  homes,  dedicated  to  you  and  your  children,  and  your  chil- 
dren's children  forever,  become  the  habitations  of  freedom  and 
happiness,  or  the  habitations  of  cruel  oppression  and  misery  r  I 
appeal  to  you  to  let  the  fate  of  Virginia  be  a  warning.  Let  us  all 
remember  the  admonitions  of  a  Jefferson.  Let  us  remember 
that  the  curse  of  Heaven  is  and  ever  must  be  upon  human 
oppression."" 

When  about  to  return  to  his  home,  a  few  days  later,  Mr. 
Underwood  received  a  warning  from  his  wife,  that  he  could  do 
so  only  at  the  risk  of  violence.  A  public  meeting  was  subse- 
quently held  by  the  people  of  Clark  County,  at  -which  a  series  of 
resolutions  was  passed,  denouncing  him  as  "  a  vile  incendiary," 
and  advising  him  to  leave  the  State  as  speedily  as  possible.  As 
to  return  at  all  would  evidently  be,  from  the  excitement  which 
was  raised  against  him,  at  tlie  peril  of  his  life,  Mr.  Underwood 
rem.ained  at  the  North,  and  during  the  campaign  did  good  service 
as  a  Republican  speaker.  After  the  election  he  returned  home, 
but  the  feeling  of  exasperation  against  him  was  still  rampant,  and 
a  mob  was  organized  to  give  him  a  warm  reception.  He  effected 
his  escape,  and  was  banished  thenceforth  from  the  State. 

Mr.  Underwood,  however,  is  one  of  those  men  who  is 
disposed  to  return  good  for  evil.  He  has,  since  his  final  banish- 
ment, been  very  active  in  organizing,  in  New  York,  a  colonization 
scheme,  tlie  purpose  of  wliicli  is  to  purrliase  the  immense  tracts 
of  land  in  Virginia  which  Slavery  has  either  depopulated  or  pre- 
vented from  being  occupied,  and  open  tliem  to  the  emigration 
settlement  of  a  free  people.  The  clay  may  come  when  his  exile 
will  be  remembered  as  a  benefit  to  the  State,  though  not  in  the 
way  the  ])eople  of  Clark  County  intended  it  should  be. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  an  armed  mob  at  Kochester,  Missouri, 
seized  Rev.  William  Si:lli:i;s,  a  minister  of  tlie  Methodist 
Church  rs'ortli,  who  attempted  to  preach  there  :  covered  his 
hair,  face,  neck  and  clothes,  to  liis  feet,  witli  tar:  drove  him  from 
the  State :  and  murdered  ^)l;^.IA^Ilx  Holland,  "an  aged  and 
beloved  member "'   of  that  Clmrcli,  residing  in  the  neighborhood. 
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Tlie  occasion — or  at  least  the  pretext — for  this  ns- •.  It  was  the 
action  of  the  last  General  Conference  on  Slavery,  wlv..  •  the  leaiUrs 
of  the  mob  were  stupid  ciioui^h  to  regard,  or  dishor,!--  (.nouf^h  to 
pretend  to  regard,  as  amounting  to  a  prohibition  of  Sl.iveholding 
by  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  North.  Mr.  Si  ;  ;  mcs  showed 
them  their  mistake  by  telling  tliem  "how  tli.i:  '.natter  was 
adjusted  ;  "  but  they  would  not  be  convinced,  im-  lurned  from 
tlielr  purpose.  The  work  of  the  day  was  fitly  cr.^"  'U'd  by  the 
adoption  of  resolutions  that  every  Northern  M>;'odist  Anti- 
Slavery  man  in  the  County  should  be  notified  to  l-.i^e,  and,  in 
case  of  their  refusal,  measures  should  be  taken  f>M  ilnir  imme- 
diate expulsion. 

About  the  first  of  August,  Jonx  DrriERRV,  a  n;i!i\  -  >'f  Virginia, 
now  and  for  four  or  five  years  past  residing  at  ('.ilr.nilius,  Miss., 
was  arraigned  at  that  place,  on  a  charge  of  circubit.n^  iuceniliary 
documents,  and,  upon  proof  that  lie  had  received  tin. '".^h  the  nuiil, 
packages  of  Sewdrd's  dud  S'imncr's  Snee'-hes  in  t'n  I  ■titciJ  Slutes 
Sendte,  thougli  it  was  not  clearly  shown  that  ln'  ';  'd  circulated 
tluni, — was  bound  over  for  trial  at  the  next  scssiim  ••!  the  Circuit 
Court.  Whether  the  trial  lias  taken  place,  or.  it  -mi,  how  it 
issued,  we  have  not  yet  learned. 

In  August  also,  the  enlightened  citizens  of  Mobile,  Alabama, 
were  startled  by  a  report  that  some  incendiary  pid'bcations  liad 
been  found  in  a  bookstore  in  that  city.  A  meetim;  \\:is  immedi- 
ately called  "  of  some  of  the  best,  calmest  and  m.'-.t  influential 
citizens,"  and  a  comnyttee  appointed  to  invcstiu  i''-  il"'  matter. 
The  evidence  brought  before  this  Coininittee  wa>  ii.  \'  f  made  pub- 
lic by  them,  but  tliey  announced  that  both  that  md  the  books 
found  t(j  iiave  lieen  in  possession  of  Messrs.  Sii;ii  i^  i  \vi>  ^V-  I  r- 
sox,  tiie  pi  rsoiis  accused,  were  of  such  a  character  ihat  it  would 
be  unsafe  to  publish  the  details.  They  iiiforiiied  I  he  alarmed 
citizens,  however,  tliat  the  booksellers  liad  "  \ulfully  and 
intentionally"  deceived  tlie  meeting:  that  the\  \\  ere  either 
Abolitionists,  and  anxious  to  propagate  tlieir  faith  .luioiig  Slaves 
and  Sla\e!udders,  or  tlse  unprincipled  and  un>crii|.iih)us  specu- 
lators, without  any  sense  of  moral  responsibilitv.  :'iid  willing  to 
make  monc  \'  l)y  the  sale  of  any  sort  of  Iiook  to  .ni\liody;  and 
that  in  eithi  r  ca-«e  they  were  dangerous  i)ir-;on>;  In  i  'd.i\  ehohliug 
eounnuiiil  w  .nid  ought  to  lie  cast  out  of  it.  Th''  •  "le  lusioii.  of 
course,  was  iiie\  italile,  ;in<l  a   ('onnuittee    \vas   a[)| 'ed    lo     \\;uL 
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•'pori  Messrs.  RTRirKLAxn  <S:  t'rsox,  and  inform  them  of  the 
'''•M'slon  of  the  meeting.  Any  resort  to  violcnre  was  deprecatetl, 
'■"!  i(  was  desirable  that  '*the  exalted  conservative  character, 
'■'li' li  has  always  distinguished  Southern  communities,"  should  be 
('f  Kf-rved.  The  Committee,  however,  evidently  did  not  think  it 
jfi-^sildc  to  preserve  that  exalted  state  of  society  more  than  five 
'I'lyN  longer  in  Mobile,  as  they  would  not  guarantee  the  personal 
•"'f'  (y  of  the  offenders  for  any  longer  period.  These  conspirators 
"l"iinst  the  peace  of  the  State  left  immediately. 

'>ii  their  arrival  in  New  York,  Mr.  SmrcKiAND  made  a  state- 
""  Mt  (lirough  the  newspapers  of  the  facts   in   tlie  ease,  which  the 
M'.l)i|c  Committee  thought  so  unsafe    to  ])ublish.     Though  they 
''I'l  not  seem  very  alarming  in  themselves,  "  tlie  best,  calmest  and 
'"'•s|    influential   citizens"  of  Mobile  must   l)c   supposed   to  know 
•"  «(    what   was  dangerous   to   the  good   order  of  that   community, 
'""I  It  is  impossible  to  reject  their  evidence  as  to  the  reality  of  the 
'I'lrijrir    which    they    apprehended.       It    seems    that    some    casual 
'"'loinrr    had    observed    a    copy    of   tlic    "Life    of    Frederick 
''"I' (it, ass"  in  the  shop  of  the  booksellers,  and  had  reported  this 
''I'lfiuing  fact  to  a  clergyman  by  the  name  of  IIawthorxe,  who, 
"'■•  '<   protector  of  the  public   morals,   immediately   verified  it   by 
'"•iidii\g  to  purchase  that  and  the  only  other  copy  of  the  book  in  the 
(ifinm-ssion  of  STRif:KLA>-r)  &z  Upson.     Another  book  of  a  similar 
'  I'Miaetcr  was  also   found  upon   their   sin  1\  ts,  called    "The  Auto- 
r'!i|>hs  of  Freedom."      This  last,    they  avir.  had    come   into  their 
)"")<(  svion  accidentally:   the  others  tluy  had  on  hand,  after  serious 
'  "iisulrration,  two  years  before,  as  there  liad   l)een  some  inquiries 
'"'  'I       They  denied,  however,  any  guilty  puv))ose  in  selling  them, 
■'"  '  n\  proof  of  their  innocence  declared    that    they  had  refused   to 
'"  "    "  I  ncle   Tom's   C^abin,"   though   they  had  kept  two  copies  of 
"''i'  \N  ork  to  lentl,  which  were  quite  worn  out    in  the  faithful  use 
.'"  >>luvh   they  were   subjected,  and  had    giv*n    awav   a  few  other 
"'I'lev  among  friends  whose  loyalty  and  judgment  could  be  relied 
"I"'"       Mr.    Stkkki.ani)   had,   at  one  tim<\    l)cen  a  Slaveholder ; 
'"'  ">  kuowledged  that   he   had    *•  erred,  sadly  irred   in  judgment," 
'"*    V  ^..-^llenged   as  wholly  untrue  any  assertinn   or  insinuation  that 

'"  ^.^.;  ever  intentionally  done  aught  except  what  was  manly, 
''''.'■'  t-.vi  just  to  the  people  or  institution.N"  of  tlie  South.  This 
f'''  ''.   ''owever,  hud   availed  them  nothing;.      Hanishment  was  the 
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least  expiation  that  could  be  accepted  for  the  crime  of  having  in 
a  large  bookstore  three  copies  of  Anti-Slavery  publicutions. 

A  Rev.  Mr.  Boakdm  vn,  a  Northerner  by  birth,  was  conjpcUed 
by  the  state  of  his  health  to  reside  at  the  Soutli.  He  chose  for 
his  home  a  place  called  Barnwell  Court  House,  South  Carolina. 
Here  he  l)ecamc  the  pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church,  and  a  warm 
attachment  existed  between  him  and  his  people.  It  is  not  likely 
that  this  reverend  gentleman  was  unaware  upon  what  tenure;  he 
■was  permitted  to  sustain  such  a  relation  to  a  Slaveholding  people  ; 
for  it  seems  to  have  been  understood,  that  for  the  privilege  of  hold- 
ing certain  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  Slavery,  for  his  own 
satisfaction,  he  should  also  hold  his  tongue  for  theirs.  It  is  said 
in  defence  of  him,  that  he  acquainted  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  his  church  with  his  sentiments,  disclaiming  a  wish  for  agitation, 
but  avowing  himself  Anti-Slavery  "in  principle  and  action,  wlien 
action  would  be  alike  cfjnstitutional,  honoral)le  and  eifectual."' 
The  "leading  member,"  i.ito  whose  hands  his  conscience  was 
tiius  delivered  for  safe  keeping,  felt,  probably,  that  its  material 
was  of  a  stout,  serviceable  kind,  not  easily  wounded,  and  that  the 
repose  of  the  brethren  was  not  likely  to  be  ilisturhed  bv  a  pastor 
who  acknowledged  the  Constitution  as  the  standard  bv  which  he 
measured  his  duty  to  rebuke  sin. 

But,  however  cautious  Mr.  Boaudman  was  as  a  divine,  when 
appealed  to  as  a  mere  man  for  his  opinion  on  tiie  outrau^e  upon 
Senator  Si'mnkk.  he  permitted  himself  to  be  governed  hv  a  "•cn- 
crous  and  impulsive  emotion,  and  condemned,  une(|uiv()(allv  and 
indignantly,  tliat  cowardly  assault.  He  even  tlien,  however,  as 
lie  himself  says,  "repeatedly  and  distinctly  disclaimed  all  consitl- 
eration  of  tlie  Slavery  <[uestion,"  in  connection  witli  tlie  afi'air. 
But  lie  >-aw,  notwithstanding,  that  "a  storm  was  brewing;"  he 
decided  to  resign  his  pastorate,  and  announced  his  decision  to 
U  ading  members  of  his  church.  To  this  there  seems  to  have  been 
objections  on  the  part  of  his  society,  but  at  length  he  left  them 
for  a  visit  to  the  North,  with  the  declaration  that  they  now  knew 
his  position;  •*  that  lie  was  neither  an  Abolitionist  nor  a  Slaverv- 
IvKteiisionist ;  "  tliat  if,  under  such  circumstances,  thev  wished 
him  to  rettirn,  he  would  probably  do  so.  But  the  choice  was  not 
let't  him.  In  tlie  course  of  the  summer,  he  received  an  otficial 
letter  from  the  Church,  advising  him  not  to  return.  Tlu>ir  re<^ard 
for  iiim   prompted    the   letter.      The  inference   is,  that   they  feared 
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for  the  personal   safety  of  a  clergyman  ^vllo  ventured  to   cherish 
some  notions  not  altog-cthcr  Carolinian. 

Even  so  near  the  borders  of  a  Free  State  as  tlic  city  of  Wheeling, 
Va..  an  attempt  to  enjoy  free  speech  was,  in  the  words  of  the  Wheel- 
ing Argus,  "  put  down  by  a  healthy  public  sentiment,  and  it  is 
believed,  in  such  a  manner  that  "  it  will  not  be  publicly  repeated. 
A  Fremont  Association,  composed,  it  is  said,  mostly  of  immigrants 
to  that  city  from  the  North  and  from  England,  met  on  the  loth 
of  August,  and  heard,  or  tried  to  hear,  an  address.  This  called 
out  "  the  pent-up  indignation  of  the  citizens,"  who  annoyed  the 
meeting  in  its  progress  with  tokens  of  their  displeasure ;  and  as 
the  speaker  withdrew  at  its  close,  "he  was  greeted  with  jeers  and 
groans,"  and  "  sundry  kicks  and  knocks,"  and  being  pursued  till 
"a  general  skirmish  ensued,"  in  whicli  two  of  his  assailants  were 
wounded,  "  he  met  with  rough  handling, "'  says  tlie  7»feZ/?_7CHC<:r, 
"and  had  to  be  taken  to  the  jail  for  safety. '"  He  and  his  asso- 
ciates are  gravely  warned  that,  if  their  eflbrts  are  continued, 
"more  serious  events  may  follow."  The  JntdJhjtnccr  is  "not 
surprised  that  our  citizens  are  incensed  at  this  Republican  effort ; " 
and  is  "at  a  loss  to  know,"  in  the  innocent  simplicity  of  its  patri- 
otic licart.  "  how  m ?n  can  come  from  tlie  Xortli.  and  settle  in  Vir- 
ginia, uiUiout  the  ditcrmiitahon  to  hr  trw  iu  ]",r<j:nia,''  which  of 
course  means,  true  to  the  institution  whicli  disgraces  and  curses 
"\'ir^inia. 

In  September,  tlie  citizens  of  Cheraw,  South  Carolina,  had  occa- 
sion to  exercise  ti;at  "  sleepless  vigilance "'  which  the  assaults  of 
"  a  u  \\\  and  bloovl-tliirsty  fanaticism  "  has  ma  ic  the  peculiar  charac- 
teristic of  that  hereic  people.  Cheraw  was  inva'led  by  two  young 
Iri.sl;  pecllcrs,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  selling  window-shades, 
were  suspected  of  propagating  principles  which  Soutli  Carolinians 
can  hear  of  only  with  rage  and  terror.  The  largest  meeting  that 
•was  ever  known  in  Cheraw  at  once  eonvencvl,  and  by  its  "  calm, 
cool,  deliberate  and  determined  spirit."  evinced  its  sense  of  an 
alarming  crisis.  A  citizen  whose  title  is  Honorable  was  called  to 
the  chair:  a  military  gentleman  with  the  rani;  of  Colonel  "forci- 
bly and  elu(iueiitly'"  explaine!  to  his  fellow-citizens  ttie  dangers 
by  wliieh  they  were  environed.  A  Committee,  on  which  was  one 
revertnd  gentlenian,  and  one  doctor,  either  of  the  body  or  the 
soul,  with  other  well-known  and  respected  per.sons,  was  appointed. 
In  due  time  they  reported  that  the  suspected  persons,  Ja.mes  Cald- 
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Avr.r.i.  and  Jonx  Malone,  -were  known  to  entertain  and  to  have 
expressed  opinions  hostile  to  the  institution  of  Slavery,  that  they 
had  I)cen  seen  to  converse  with  negro  slaves,  and  that  tlieir  continued 
residence  there  was  inconsistent  with  the  public  safety.  A  Com- 
mittee of  tivc  was  tlien  appointed  to  take  possession  of  and  hold 
tlie  enemy  as  prisoners  till  they  could  be  delivered  into  tlie  liands 
of  another  Committee  of  six  at  the  railroad  depot,  ^vhose  ihity  it 
was  to  take  them  to  the  nearest  seaport  for  shipment  to  the 
North.  This  accordingly  was  done,  and  C'heraw  and  South  Caro- 
lina were  again  in  peace  and  security. 

About  the  same  time,  the  (Richmond  Va.)  Enquirer  said  that 
several  Northern  incendiaries  had  been  expelled  from  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  but  the  particulars  of  these  cases  we  have  not 
seen.  Tn  Clarke  County,  Mississippi,  two  persons  by  the  name 
of  PiKitCK,  described  as  Yankee  school-teachers,  were  accused  of 
tampering  with  the  Slaves,  and  were  banished.  Their  crime,  if 
they  committed  any,  seems  to  have  been  an  attempt  to  teach  the 
Slaves,  though  probably  some  more  severe  punishment  would 
have  been  inflicted  upon  them,  *if  there  had  been  any  positive 
eviilence  even  of  it.  Five  more  persons,  wiiose  names  were  not 
given,  were  expelled  from  Elba,  Alabama,  about  the  same  time. 
At  Livingston,  Sumner  County,  Ga.,  a  public  meeting  was  called 
to  consider  the  case  of  one  Samuel  Sueuavood,  "  charged  with 
being  an  Abolition  incendiary,"  and  he  was  ordered  to  leave  the 
State  within  three  days. 

The  SarannaJi  Geonjlan,  of  November  '21st,  says,  tluit  at  a 
meeting  of  the  people  of  Madison  County,  l'"lori;!a,  called  to  con- 
sider the  cas(;  of  an  alleged  Abolitionist,  named  (JEORtiE  IvviuN 
Coi.-;i)V,  evidence  being  produced  that  he  was,  by  his  own  ci)nfes- 
sion.  an  Al)()litionist  of  the  Gkeeley,  perhaps  even  of  tlie  Gar- 
KrsoN  stamp,  lie  was  ordered  to  quit,  on  penalty  of  thirty-nine 
lashes,  in  case  of  his  refusal  ;  the  number  to  be  doubled  in  case 
of  further  refusal.      "  He  hft/'' 

Some  time  last  fall,  Moses  C.  Church,  formerly  of  Michigan, 
was  driven  from  Columbus,  Ga.,  by  his  own  uncle,  in  whose 
employ  he  was  :  Inn  iiig,  to  enter  it,  left  at  his  uncle's  solicitation 
a  lucrative  situation  in  New  York.  Tlie  crime  for  wliich  lie  was 
banished  by  tlie  stern  patriotic  fidelity  of  tliis  modem  Brutus, 
was  having  written  to  his  father  a  letter  in  which  moderate  Anti- 
Slavery  sentiments  and  a  leaning  toward  Fremont  were  expressed, 
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or  rather,  implied.  An  extract  from  the  letter  having  appeared 
in  a  Michigan  newspaper,  and  by  some  means  found  its  way  to 
his  uncle  in  Georgia,  he  was  commanded  on  a  Saturday  to  leave 
the  State  early  in  the  next  week,  on  pain  of  exposure  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  a  Georgian  mob.  He  prudently  obeyed,  though 
at  a  sacrifice  of  four  or  five  hundred  dollars.  The  story  is  not 
quite  complete  without  the  addition,  that  tlic  heroic  uncle  is  a 
native  of  Vermont  ;  a  recreant  Yankee,  transformed  into  a  Geor- 
gian Slaveholder,  and  of  course  into  one  of  the  most  vigilant  and 
zealous  defenders  of  the  sacred  institution. 

A  "suspected  Abolitionist"  was  also  arrested  at  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  and  lodged  in  jail  to  await  his  trial.  The  result  we 
have  never  learned.  None  of  these  cases  received  more  than  a 
passing  notice  in  the  newspapers. 

But  the  case  of  Professor  Hedeick,  of  the  North  Carolina 
University,  attracted  more  attention.  This  gentleman  was  ac- 
cused, in  a  public  print,  by  an  anonymous  writer,  of  being  a 
Kcpublican.  The  feeling  aroused  by  sucli  an  accusation  was  so 
great  that  Professor  Hedkick  -was  constrained  to  enter  upon  his 
defence  through  the  columns  of  a  newspaper.  He  avowed,  with- 
out hesitation  or  prevarication,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  Col.  Fbe- 
MONT  for  President,  from  the  respect  and  admiration  in  which  he 
held  his  character,  and  as  the  head  of  a  party  opposed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  Slavery.  On  that  question  he  declared  liimself  to  be  on 
the  side  with  Washingtox,  Jeifeeson,  Henuv,  Madison,  Han- 
uoLrii  and  Clay,  and  showed,  from  the  coiulition  of  the  Slave 
States  themselves,  that  the  system  of  Slavery  was  one  whicli  no  true 
son  of  iiers,  and  no  lover  of  liis  country,  should  ever  consent  to 
see  planted  in  new  territory.  His  letter  was  one  of  great  bold- 
ness and  ability,  and  produced  the  effect  that  was  to  be  expected. 
Tlie  Faculty  of  his  University  repudiated  the  I'rofessor's  o})inions, 
aud  expressed  their  regret  at  his  indiscretion.  The  Trustees 
iminei^iiateiy  ilisniissed  him.  The  more  indignant  public  was 
scarcely  restrained  from  inflicting  upon  him  condign  and  igno- 
minious punishment,  and  tlie  obloquy  witli  wliich  he  was  visited 
soon  drove  him  from  the  State. 

Prof.  Hedkick  held  an  appointment  umlcr  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment as  a  computor  for  the  Nautical  Almanac,  from  which  he 
was  a\>o  dismissed  when  exiled  from  liis  nutivi-  Stale. 

in  Xirgiuia.    a  lUpublican  electoral  ticket  \s as   ncjminated,  and 
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in  that  portion  of  the  State  where  the  Slave  population  Is  sparse, 
and  some  Anti-Slavery  feeling  is  known  to  exist,  there  may  have 
been  a  few  votes  cast  for  it.  In  Norfolk,  a  Mr.  Staxnakd 
attempted  to  do  so,  but  it  was  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and  his  vote 
was  refused  at  the  polls,  whence  he  was  taken  in  tlie  custody  of 
policemen.  All  night  the  house  in  which  he  took  refuge  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  mob,  and  the  next  day  all  the  customary  avenues  of 
travel  to  the  North  were  watched  to  prevent  his 'escape.  It  was 
effected  at  last  in  disguise,  and  by  taking  an  unusual  route.  Mr. 
Staxnard  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  liad  resided  for  sev- 
eral years  in  Norfolk,  as  a  merchant.  He  had  never  —  to  use  his 
own  words  —  "  in  any  way  meddled  with  the  subject  of  Slavery, 
having  no  inclination,  nor,  as  I  bclicveil,  any  riu;ht  to  do  so." 

In  Jackson,  Mississippi,  a  Mr.  S.vsiia,  a  Frenchman,  who  had 
gone  there  from  the  North,  and  had  resided  there  for  eight  years, 
was  found,  on  incpiiry,  to  be  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Frkmoxt. 
He  was  repeatedly  warned  to  conceal  his  opinions,  and  was 
waited  ujx)n,  at  length,  by  a  mob,  who  offered  liim  the  alternative 
of  silence  or  banishment.  He  dei^lincd  ])0th,  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  seize  him  which  he  resisted,  and  was  sliot  on  the  spot. 
In  the  presence  of  the  dead  body  of  her  husband,  his  wife  was 
threatened  wiih  the  same  fate,  unless  she  left  the  State  within 
four  and  twenty  hours.  She  returned  to  her  friends  in  New  York, 
of  which  State  she  is  a  native. 

In  one  of  tlie  interior  towns  of  Louisiana,  a  Mr.  Gkokce 
Ck.vne,  a  lawyer,  who  had  removed  there  from  Cincinnati,  about 
a  year  previous,  was  engaged  in  editing  a  Democratic  newspaper. 
He  was  an  ar-Ient  Buchanan  man,  but  avowed,  in  conversation 
merely,  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  ])ettcT  for  Kansas,  so  far  as 
her  own  interests  were  concerned,  if  she  should  become  a  Free 
rather  than  a  Slave  State.  An  in  agnation  meeting  was  immedi- 
ately called,  when,  with  tlie  usual  formalities,  he  was  warned  to 
leave  the  country.  He  emigrated,  at  once,  to  Kansas  with  this 
stimulus  to  his  free  soil  proclivities. 

The  last  case  of  (his  sort  on  our  record  for  this  year  is  that  of 
Mr.  Josi-.TH  L.  IJr.oiKii;  r  r.  of  Charlcmont,  Massachusetts.  Tlus 
man  has  lived  in  .[acksouville.  Florila,  as  a  mechanic.  In 
December  last,  he  was  waitiil  iijmu  by  a  baud  of  nun  who  stylu 
themselves  the  Regulators,  and  who,  lie  says,  in  his  pul>lisheil  state- 
ment,   have    taken   upon    themselves    the    duty    nf    (trcserviug    th' 
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pi)lilic  pcnrc  by  the  administration  of  speedy  justice  updn  all 
offv-nders  of  a  certain  sort.  Several  men,  he  asserts,  they  have 
killed,  one  of  whom  they  whipped  to  death.  Him  they  seized, 
wilho\it  (|U(stion  and  without  explanation,  hurried  to  the  woods, 
stripjied  liiin  of  all  his  clothing,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and  adminis- 
tered eighty  lashes  with  a  large  raw  hide.  Two  days  afterwards 
he  was  shipped  for  Savannah,  and  in  the  boat  learned,  for  the  first 
tiirii\  that  tlie  crime  of  which  he  was  accused  Avas  teaching 
negroes  to  read,  and  that  he  was  made  the  confident  of  a  runaway 
slave.  Both  these  charges  he  emphatically  denies.  At  Savannah, 
he  was  lodged  in  the  guard-house  as  a  protection  against  the  mob, 
as  liis  arrival  and  the  charge  against  him  were  made  public,  and 
they  tlircatened  to  hang  him.  After  a  delay  of  four  days,  during 
wliicli  time  he  was  under  the  protection  of  the  police,  he  was  put 
on  board  a  ship  bound  for  New  York. 

]t  is  not  at  all  likely  that  tliis  list,  though  numbering  about 
tliirtv  persons,  is  a  complete  one  of  all  those  who  have  been  ban- 
ished, on  pain  of  ileatli,  from  the  Slave  States  witliin  the  past 
year,  because  known  or  suspected  to  look  u])on  the  social  svstcm  of 
those  States  without  approbation.  For  a  knowledge  even,  of  nearlv 
all  tliese  eases,  wc  are  indebted  to  their  own  newspapers,  and 
there  can  iiardly  be  a  doubt  that  many  others  occur  to  which  no 
such  piiblicity  is  given.  And  yet  so  accustomed  have  we  become 
to  this  thraldom,  this  permanent  Reign  of  Terror,  that  the  more 
than  monthly  r^'currence  of  these  acts  of  rampant  despotism 
hardly  excites  comment  among  us.  The  Northern  press  and  the 
Northern  people  are  quick  enougli  to  resent  any  invasion  of  the 
liberty  of  an  Auierican  citizen  by  a  foreign  power  :  and  in  instan- 
ces where  this  has  occurred,  witliin  tlie  last  few  years,  there  have 
been  hardly  any  bounds  to  our  indignation,  and  our  demands  for 
imnu'.'.iate  and  ample  satisfaction  for  a  national  insult.  And  we 
receive  as  a  hero  and  martyr  the  man  who  has  resisted  or  escaped 
from  the  same  sort  of  tyranny  in  any  European  State.  But  in  one- 
half  ol"  the  States  of  our  own  Union,  to  be  suspected  only  of 
believing  that  frtv.iom  is  a  better  condition  for  man  than  bondage, 
is  to  be  eonvioted  of  crime,  and  our  own  citizens  are  every  month 
dismissed  with  ignominious  ])unishmenf,  or  are  sent  flving  for 
their  live,-  b-:vond  the  Southern  borders,  without  arousinc  the 
Nortl:  t.^  a'-:y  sense  of  her  own  degradation.  It  is  a  significant 
comuuiit..r;.    u{.k.)U  our   national   eluuacfer.   and    the    condition    to 


11  UEPORT. 

which  the  Union  has  reduced  us,  that  we  loudly  and  boastin<i;ly 
demand  a  respect  and  consideration  abroad,  which  we  dare  not 
assert,  and  do  not  even  feel  is  due  to  the  citizen  at  home.  That 
the  indignities  of  this  sort,  liowever,  which  the  South  heaps  upon 
the  North,  are  not  the  expression  of  mere  •'  sectional  "  feelint^,  or 
aimed  at  XortJicrti  men  as  such,  but  only  at  apprehended  Northern 
interference  with  her  peculiar  institutions,  is  evident  from  the 
impartiality  witii  which  she  administers  the  same  code  of  despotic 
ruffianism  upon  her  own  citizens,  whenever  they  are  suspected  of 
the  like  otfence.  Even  Slave  traders,  it  would  seem,  from  the 
recent  experience  of  one  of  that  class  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
cannot  safely  indulge  in  the  weakness  of  favoring  and  helping  the 
release  of  Slaves  from  bondage,  though  in  a  way  entirely  '■  consti- 
tutional," and  strictly  deferential  to  the  inviolate  sanctity  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law. 

E.  ScHEFi'ER,  the  trader  just  alluded  to,  bought,  last  summer, 
"  tlirough  motives  of  sympathy,"  as  he  himself  said,  a  Slave 
woman,  Sauaii.  in  order  to  give  her  an  opportunity  to  procure 
means  for  her  ransom  ;  and  agreed  to  emancipate  her — as  in  the 
event  he  did — on  payment  of  a  sum  Si 00  less  than  he  gave  for 
her.  Hexky  Ward  Beecher,  who  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
case,  and  characteristically  energetic  in  bringing  it  to  a  successful 
issue,  testifies  that  Sciieffer,  who  "  in  the  whole  transaction 
labored  with  a  humanity  wortliy  of  all  praise,  and  proved  himself 
a  man  of  feeling,  in  spite  of  his  ignominious  trade,  was  subject  to 
such  ajiiinositij  on  account  of  his  simple  kindness,  tliat  he  was  in 
danger  of  bc'uvj  mobbed,  and  was  obliged  for  a  time  to  seclude 
himself."  Another  part  of  Mr.  Beeciier's  testimony  ought  also, 
perhaps,  to  be  given.  He  says  that  many  of  the  clerks  in  Gov- 
ernment rmph)y  at  Washington,  had  subscribed  towards  Sarah's 
ransom,  but  after  she  liad  been  among  the  Northern  Abolitionists 
to  complete  the  raising  of  the  needed  sum,  they  refused  to  pay 
their  subscriptions,  "  because,  if  known,  it  would  cost  them  (heir 
lilnci  s." 

Another  instance  in  proof  of  the  impartial  despotism  of  tlie 
Slave  power  we  will  here  cite  ; — one  which  most  lucidly  illustrates 
the  notions  prevalent  in  a  Slaveholding  community,  touching  "  the 
riglit  of  free  opinion,  free  discussion,  and  the  largest  lil)erty  of 
self-defence,"  and  the  proper  way  of  showing  respect  for  tliesc 
rights. 
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LoKEXZO  SiiERWoop,  an  eminent  lawyer, — and  a  Slaveholder, 
witlial — representing  the  city  of  Galveston  in  the  Texan  Legisla- 
ture at  its  last  session,  had  to  resign  before  his  term  expired, 
because  lie  had  expressed,  on  the  floor  of  the  house,  his  opinion 
that  Congress  has  a  constitutional  right  to  legislate  on  Slavery  in 
the  Territories  ;  tliis  being  the  only  "  Anti-Slavery  "'  doctrine  in 
his  creed.  Naturally  enough  wishing  to  vindicate  himself  before 
his  constituents,  he  announced  his  purpose  to  address  them  with 
that  intent,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  day  of  July;  whereupon  a 
meeting  was  straightway  called,  to  assemble  on  the  viornivg  of 
that  day  ;  not,  as  we  simple  souls  at  the  North  might  suppose, 
to  facilitate  or  hasten  the  delivery  of  the  profl'ered  vindication, 
but  "to  consider  tlu'  propriety  of  permitting  Lore>"zo  Sheewood 
to  address  the  people,  in  defence  of  his  course  in  the  last  Legis- 
lature." 

Tliis  meeting  adopted  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  Sheravood,  "  as 
embracing  its  sentiments  in  relation  to  his  contemplated  address." 
In  it  he  is  told  :  — 

"  Your  right,  in  common  with  every  other  citizen,  to  free 
opinion,  free  discussion,  and  the  largest  hherty  of  sclf-difence,  is 
fuUij  recognized,  and  will  be  respected.  But  on  one  subject  con- 
nected with  your  course  in  the  Legislature — that  of  Slavery,  neither 
you  nor  any  one  entertaining  your  views  viU  he  per)nitted  to  appear 
before  the  community  in  a  public  manner."  He  is  further  assured 
that  he  has  "  wliolly  niisappreliended  the  views  of  tlie  people  of 
Texas,"  in  supposing  that  he  can.  •'  by  explanation  and  argument, 
make"  his  "'Anti-Slavery  theories  and  plans  inoffensive  an;i 
acceptable.  The  Slavery  suhject  is  not  one  ^rJiicJi  is  open  to  ymi 
lief  ore  us. 

"You  are,  therefore,  explicitly  a)id  peremjitorihj  notified  that  in 
your  speech  you  will  not  he  permitted  to  toucli,  in  any  manner,  on 
the  subject  of  Slavery  or  your  opinions  thereon,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  or  by  way  of  explanation,  or  otlierwise.  Under  tlie 
jiretej-t  of  ilie  personal  rigid  ef  s>lf-defence,  you  will  7iot  he  tolerated 
in  any  attempt  to  defend  your  course  in  tlie  Legislature,  on  this 
subject.  ^  '^'  *  '•'  "^  Tlie  entir<^  sul)ject  of  Slavery,  in  all 
its  connections,  is  furhidden  ground  wliicli  you  sJiaU  iiot  invade. 
Your  introduction  of  it,  in  any  manner,  will  be  the  prompt  signal 
for  consequences  to  which  we  need  not  allude.'^ 
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One  would  think,  takin<T  a  North-side  view  of  tlie  matter,  that 
tlie  hnv  liad  been  laid  down  witli  all  needful  explicltness  and  strin- 
j^ency  in  these  exquisitely  modest  parac;raphs  ;  but  not  so  deemed 
our  meek  and  unassuming  censors  of  •'free  opinion  and  free  dis- 
cussion" in  Galveston,  They  graciously  add,  "  we  trust  that  you 
will  confine  yourself  to  matters  of  legitimate  public  interest  and 
discussion,  and  will  not  hereafter,  either  in  public  or  in  private, 
farther  <thuse  the  patience  of  a  people  with  whom,  on  that  question, 
you  have  no  congeniality." 

A  genius  equal  to  the  production  of  the  precious  document 
which  has  furnished  us  these  extracts,  could  not  fail  to  perceive, 
and  perceiving,  to  supply,  yet  one  thing  more  which  was  wanting 
to  its  completeness.  Its  perfection  is,  therefore,  made  to  culminate 
in  this,  its  closing  sentence  :  — 

'*  This  communication  will  be  read  to  the  assembled  public, 
before  you  proceed  witli  your  speech  :  and,  you  will  clearly  under- 
stand, is  not  to  be  the  subject  of  anij  animadversion  by  you." 
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The  outrage  upon  the  person  of  Senator  Sumntr,  of  .Massajlui- 
setts,  familiar  and  still  fresh  as  all  the  facts  are  to  the  wliolc 
civilized  world,  is  not  to  be  passed  over  with  a  mere  cursory  allu- 
sion in  a  document  of  this  sort,  which  is  offered  as  a  current 
history  of  the  yearly  progress  of  the  Anti-Slavery  movement. 
This  assault  is  one  without  a  ]iaralk'l  among  nations  sufficiently 
advanced  in  civilization  to  pretend  to  any  of  the  forms  of  civil 
government.  As  a  merely  isolated  case  of  personal  attack  upon 
a  gentleman,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  by  a  drunken 
ruffian,  however  much  its  brutal  cowardice  might  move  our  indig- 
nation, or  its  entire  disregard  of  place  and  circumstance  might 
excite  our  contempt,  we  should  not  ascribe  to  it  very  great  import- 
ance*. But  when  the  political  relatione  of  the  assailant  and  the 
assailed,  their  high  official  positions,  as  well  as  the  time  when  and 
the  place  where  the  assault  was  committed,  the  sequence  of  events 
that  led  to  it,  its  immediate  cause,  anil  the  consequences  that 
flowed  from  it,  are  considered,  it  at  once  assumes  historical 
importance. 
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In  the  earlier  days  of  the  Anti-Slavery  movement,  not  a  year, 
pometime?  hardly  a  month  passed,  that  did  not  bear  upon  its  record 
the  rej)ort  of  mobs,  almost  always  feroeious  in  spirit,  and  sometimes 
cruel  and  blood-stained  in  act.  It  was  the  first  instinctive  and  brutal 
response  of  a  Pro-Slavery  people  convicted  of  guilt  and  called  to 
repentance,  and  it  was  almost  universal.  Wherever  Anti-Slavery 
was  preached,  honestly  and  effectually,  there  the  mobocratic  spirit 
followed  it,  so  that,  in  those  times,  he  who  escaped  this  ox-deal,  was, 
with  some  justice,  held  to  be  either  inefficient  or  unfaithful.  Iliirdly 
a  town  or  city,  from  Alton  to  Portland,  where  much  Anti-Slavery 
lalx)r  was  bestowed,  in  the  first  fifteen  years  of  this  enterprise,  that 
was  not  the  scene  of  one  of  these  attemj)ts  to  crush  all  free  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  of  Slavery,  by  violence  or  bloodshed.  Hardly 
one  of  the  earlier  public  advocates  of  the  cause  that  was  not  made 
to  suffer,  either  in  person  or  in  proi)erty,  or  in  both,  from  popular 
violence — the  penalty  of  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science. Nor  was  this  all  ;  official  countenance  was  often  given  to  the 
mad  ])roceeding<  of  the  mob,or  if  not  given,  its  protection  was  withheld 
from  those  wdio  were  the  objects  of  pojmlar  hatred ;  and,  as  if  this 
were  not  enough,  legislation  was  invoked  to  the  same  end.  It  was  sug- 
ge-^ted  to  the  Legi-lature  of  one  of  the  Southern  States,  that  a  large 
reward  be  offered  A»r  the  head  ol  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  who 
was  the  pioneer  in  the  modern  Anti-Slavery  movement.  A  similar 
reward  wa<  offered  for  the  head  of  a  citizen  of  New  York.  Yet 
neither  excited  the  popular  indignation,  nor  legislative  resentment 
in  either  of  those  States  for  .-o  foul  an  insult.  Ou  the  other  hand. 
Governor  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  suggested  to  it^  General 
Court  the  pas>age  of  a  law  which  should  make  Anti-Slavery  di.-cus- 
sion  an  indictable  offence;  and  the  late  IlAnuisoN  Gkay  Otis, 
wiien  Mayor  of  Boston,  at  the  requisition  of  a  Southern  Governor, 
made  it  his  special  duty  to  seek  out  the  editor  of  the  Ltberat(}r,  and 
only  refrained  from  abating  him  as  a  nuisance,  because  he  could  not 
believe  that  aqy  mischief  was  to  be  apj)reliended  from  a  man  who 
could  sleep  in  a  garret,  live  upon  crackers,  wIki  had  no  social  influ- 
ence, and  no  vi.-ible  assi.-tant,  except  '*  a  little  negro  boy." 

Ti'.e  Nortli,  in  all  the-e  years,  maintained  tliC  attitude  of  one  vast 
mol>  to  tlie  Ani-Slaveiy  movement.  Before  the  Soutli,  it  was 
ahvav-  on  it-^  Ijended  knees,  liowing  sultnii>>ively  tu  any  in-ult, 
meekly  eon-enting  to  any  aggression,  or  only  be-eeehing  with  bated 
breath   that   some    semblance   of    rights    be    accorded   to    it.     The 
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annexation  of  Texas,  the  Mexican  War,  the  passage  of  the   Fugi- 
tive Slave  Act,  the  repeal  of   the  Missouri  Compromise,  anything 
and  everything  that  the  South  deraandeJ,  was  either  readily  granted, 
or  only  feebly  protested  against.     In  almost  every  instance  where 
the  rendition  of  Fugitive  Slaves  was  sought  for.  New  York,  Boston, 
Phihulelphia  and  Cincinnati  have  ([uietly,  and  almost  without  emo- 
tion, witnessed  the  humiliating  spectacle,  and   sometimes  aided,  by 
their  police  force,  the  return  of  men,   women  and   children   to    the 
accursed  condition  of  Southern  l)(>ndage.     The  South  had  accepted 
us  at  our  own  estimate  ;  recjuired   from  us   such   duty  only    as    we 
ourselves  acknowledged,  and  had  come  to  consider  that  the  constitu- 
tional   phrase    of    "  bound    to    service "    was    one    of    unlimited 
application,  including  not  merely  the  chattel   bondmen  of  the  plan- 
tations and  the  kitchen,  but  implying  a  Northern  vassalage,  alrao.-t 
as  complete  as  that  of  her  own  negroes,  and   a   great   deal    more 
abject.     Not  a  man  arose  among  us  with  a  [)romise  of  strength  but 
we  boun<l  him,  and  handed  liim  over  to  these    Philistines   to   grind 
their  corn  ;  and  not  an   institution    was   created   among   us  for  any 
religious  or  moral  purpose,  which  we  have  not  made  so  completely 
subservient  to  our  Slaveholding  masters,  that  we   have    denied,    or 
repudiated,  or  scoffed  at  the  plainest  dictates  of  common  sense,  tlie 
clearest  suggestions  of  conscience,  the  most   obvious  princijjles  of 
the  Christian  religion,  and  these  bonds  we    have    sealed   with  the 
blood  of  martyrs,  and  testified  to  by  the  fires  of  burning  buildings 
and  the  destruction  of  printing  presses. 

It  was  natural  enough  that  any  sign  of  impatience  on  the  jiart 
of  the  North,  when  slu'  began  to  discover  how  ba-r  and  contempt- 
able  a  part  she  was  playing,  should  be  received  at  first  with  indiu'- 
nation,  and  then  with  rage.  It  excited  the  South  like  a  fear  of 
servile  in>urrcction.  She  exp(dled  Giddings,  and  >he  attempted 
to  expel  J<>ii>f  QuiNCT  Adams  years  ago  from  tlie  lower  House 
of  Congress,  because  they  were,  in  some  measure,  the  representa- 
tives of  that  very  small  portion  of  the  North,  who  at  that  time 
were  growing  indI~])oscd  to  be  ♦•ither  ki<lnappers  or  mobocrats  in 
d<'fcnce  of  Slavery.  When  their  immbers  increased,  a  Southern 
champion  threatened,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  to  hang  IIale  ''as 
hi-h  a.s  Hainan,"  should  he  venture  to  visit  a  South- Western  State. 
Had  tlie<e  '•a-;es  been  rever^'d,  and  such  insolence  come  from  the 
North,  the   iiiMilt  woulil   liave  been  wiped  out  in  blood,  and  perhaps 
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have  dissolved  the  Union.     From  the  North,  it  only  secured  new 
submission. 

But.  within  the  last  seven  years,  the  party  opposed  to  Slaveholding 
aggression  has  grown  rai)idly  larger,  and  when  Mr.  Su5INF.k  was 
sent  to  Washington  as  a  Senator  by  Massachusetts,  he  went  there 
as  tlie  representative  of  this  party,  as  distinguished  from  those  who 
would  govern  that  State  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  which  reigns 
in  South  Carolina.  He  was  received  as  such,  and  when  he  spoke 
or  acted  at  all,  he  was  faithful  to  the  convictions  to  which  he  owed 
his  seat.  His  position,  his  character,  and  his  abilities  made  him  a 
formidiible  opponent,  whom  it  was  necessai'v  to  render  harmless. 
To  defeat  him  in  debate,  and  cripple  his  influence  by  enlisting 
again«t  him  the  reason  and  the  conscience  of  the  cTjuntry,  tliough 
it  might  seem  the  proper  method  to  pursue  with  a  Statesman  and  the 
leader  of  a  ]iartv.  was  not  the  one  which  would  satisfy  the  exigencies 
or  jump  with  tbr  inclination-;  of  tlie  Slaveholders.  The  natural  way 
was  to  meet  him  as  tlie  Anti-Shivery  advocate  has  always  been  met, 
with  violence.  It  would  be  an  easy  tiling  to  kill  him.  or  cripple 
liim,  or  degrade  him  bv  jiersonal  cha-tisements.  It  was  only  neces- 
sary to  wait  for  sufficient  immediate  provocation.  He  gave  it  in  a 
speech  on  Kansa-  in  the  Senate  on  the  lOth  and  20th  of  May,  1855. 
"I  shall  pi-onounee."  he  said  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  Boston  pre- 
vious to  its  delivery,  "  the  most  thorough  i)hili])])ic  (against  Slavery) 
ever  uttered  in  a  legislative  body."  Whether  it  was  that  or  not,  it 
answered  the  purpose  of  the  Slaveholders.  For  two  subsequent 
day>  he  was  narrowly  watched  for  an  op])ortunity  to  attack  him. 
On  the  22d,  while  sitting  writing  at  h\<  de^k  in  the  Senate,  alter  an 
adjournment,  totullv  un]ire|iared  and  unsusjiieious  of  any  hostile 
intention,  he  wa-  appi'oached  by  twu  ruliian-,  BuooKS  and  Keitt, 
both  members  of  th(.'  Hou>e  frem  South  Carolina,  and  suddenly, 
without  warning,  wa-;  strurk  bv  tlie  former,  while  seated  in  his 
chair,  repeated  nulrderou^  blows  over  the  head  with  a  cane  till  he 
fell,  Ideetling  an<l  senseless,  uj>on  the  tioor  of  the  Senate.  BkOOKS 
afterwai-ds  acknowledged,  in  a  defence  wliirh  he  was  permitted  to 
make  in  the  IIou>e  of  Kepre-eiitatives,  that  it  was  liis  intention  to  kill 
the  Senator,  if  it  had  been  neee--arv  I'or  his  own  jirotection.  Keitt 
wa^  there  a-  an  aeconipliee  in  the  a~-a--inatioi!.  or  to  ]irevent  any 
interference  with  it,  had  the  iieei  >-it\  arl-en.  T)iej-e  wa-,  however, 
no  interference,  though  the  a,-.-ault  wa-  witne-sed  by  Senators 
Douglas.  Slii»e1J.  and  ToOMliS.and  wilh  e\id'.Ht    .~ati-tacliun.  till 
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Messrs.  Mt;riRAY  and  Morgan,  members  of  the  House  from  New 
York,  resciK'd  the  prostrate  man  from  the  blows  which  his  assailant 
even  then  •showered  upon  him.  It  may  be  that  the  Senator  owed 
his  life  to  tlicse  gentlemen;  it  is  more  probable  that  the  brutal  and 
cowardly  rutlian  was  willing  to  desist,  because  satisfied  that  his  end 
was  gaiuf'fl  more  completely  by  maiming,  than  by  murdering  his 
victim.  The  following  is  Mr.  Sumner's  own  statement,  which  was 
coiToboratcd  by  the  unimpeached  testimony  of  several  disinterested 
spectators : — 

"  I  attoridod  the  Senate  as  usual  on  Thursday,  the  22d  of  May. 
After  som<;  formal  business,  a  message  was  received  from  the  House 
of  Reprex-iitatives,  announcing  the  death  of  a  member  of  that  body 
from  Mi.vM)iiri.     This  was  follow('d  by  a  brief  tribute  to  the  deceased  , 
from  Mr.   (iKYER,  of  Missouri,  when,  according  to  usage  and  out 
of  respect  lo  the  deceased,  the  Senate  adjourned  at  once.     Instead 
of  leading  tlie  Senate  Chamber  with  the  rest  of  the  Senators,  on  the 
adjourniinrit,  I  continued  in  my  seat,  occupied  with  my  pen,  and 
while  tlm-i  intent,  in  order  to  be  in  season  for  the  mail,  which  was 
soon  to  (!<)>(',  I  was  approached  by  several  persons  who  desired  to 
converse  with  me,  but  I  answered  them  promptly  and  briefly,  excus- 
ing mysell'  for  the  reason  that  I  was  ranch  engaged.     When  the  last 
of  these  persons  left  me,  I  drew  my  arm-chair  close  to  my  desk,  and 
with  my  h'gs  under  the  desk  continued  writing.     My  attention  at  this 
thue  was  so  entirely  drawn  from  all  other  subjects,  that,  though  there 
must  have  been  mmiy  persons  m  the  Senate,  I  saw  nobody.     While 
thus  intent,  with  my  head  bent  over  my  writing,  I  was  addressed  by 
a  person   who  approached  the  front  of  my  desk ;  I  was  so  entirely 
absorbed,  tliat  I  was  not  aware  of  his  presence  until  I  heard  my 
name   pninounced.     As  I  looked  up  with  pen  in  hand,  I  saw  a  tall 
man,  wliost;  countenance  was  not  familiar,  standing  directly  over  me, 
and  at  the  same   moment  caught   these  words:  '  I  have  read  your 
speech  iwl*  e  over  careiully  ;  it  is  a  libel  on  South  Carolina  and  Mr. 
BuTLEH,  who  is  a  relative  of  mine.'     "While  these  words  were  still 
pa.-sing  tVoni  his  lips,  he  commenced  a  succession  of  1)1(jws  with  a 
heavy  cane  on  my  bare  head,  by  the  first  of  which  I  was  stunned  so 
as  U)  lox'  my  sight.     I  saw  no  longer  my  assailant,  nor  any  other 
p<  r-on   (tr  object  in   the   room.      Wliat    1   did  afterward,  was  done 
abnost    iinronsciously,    acting    under    the    instincts    of   seli'-(lelen"e. 
With  head  already  bent  down,  I  rose  from  my  seat — wrenching  up 
my  de^k,  which  was  screwed  to  tlie  floor— and  then  pressing  forward, 
while  my  assailant  continued  liis  blows.     I  IkuI  no  other  conscious- 
ness nnlil  I  tbimd  myself  ten  feet  forward  in  front  of  my  desk,  lying 
on  the  tloor  of  the  Senate,  with  my  bleeding  head  supported  on  the 
knee  ot"  a  ;^eiitlcman  wl\oni   I   soon    reeogiiizcMl  l)y  voice  and  manner 
as  Mr.   Muu<:an,  of  New  York.     Other  persons  there  were  aiiout 


MOBOCEACY    LN    THE    SENATE. 


21 


me  offering  me  friendly  assistance.-,  but  I  did  not  recognize  any  of 
them.     Otiiers  there  were  at  a  dl-tanff,  looking  on  and  offering  no 
assistance,  of  whom  I  recognizfil  only  Mr.   Douglas,  of  Illinois, 
Mr.  TooMr.s,  of  Georgia,  and  I  \}i'>u'}ht  also  my  assailant  standing 
between  them.     I  was  }iel[)cd  from  the  floor  and  conducted  into  the 
lobby  of  the  Senate,  wliere  I  wa^  jdacd  upon  a  sofa.     Of  those  who 
helped  me  here,  I  have  no  re<-i.l!(-'-;i.m.     As  I  entered  the  lobby,  I 
recognized  Mr.  Slidkll,  of  Loui-i.-sna,  who  retreated,  but  I  recog- 
nized no  one  else,  until  I  fdt   a  friendly  grasp  of  the  hand,  which 
seemed  to  come  from  Mr.   Camj'j-.f.ll,  of  Ohio.     I  have   a  vague 
impression  that  Mr.  liunaiT,  Pre-ident  of  the  Senate,  spoke  to  me 
while  I  was  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  or  in  the  lobby.     I  make  this 
statement  in  answer  to  the  interrogatory  of  the  Committee,  and  offer 
it  as  presenting  completely  all  mv  r'collrctions  of  the  assault,  and 
of  the  attending  circumstanc*-,  wlif-tlif-r  immediately  before  or  imme- 
diately after.     I  desire  to  adil  tliat,   b»--ide  the  words  which  I  have 
given  as  uttered  by  my  a->ailant,  1  have  an  indistinct  recollei-tion  of 
the  words  'old  man;'  but  tln-c  are  -o  enveloped  in  the  mist  which 
ensued  fnnn  the  first  blow,  that   I   am  not  sure  whether  they  were 
uttered  or  not." 

On  the  cross-examination  of  ]Mr.  Simner,  he  stated  that  he  was 
entirely  without  arms  of  any  l;in<l,  and  that  he  had  no  notice  or  warn- 
ing of  any  kind,  direct  or  indirect,  oj  this  assault. 

In  answer  to  a  cross-(juc-tion,  Mr.  St  .vi.Ni.ii  replied  that  what  he  had 
said  of  Mr.  Bdtleu  was  strictly  r<-|)()nsive  to  Mr.  Butlek's 
speeches,  and  according  to  (lie  usage-  of  j)arliamcntary  debate. 
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There  is,  of  course,  no  ))o-itive  evidence  that  this  fellow  Brooks 
acted,    in   this   affair,  a^   the   clKi-en    in,-,trument  of  a  band  of  con- 
spirators, but  it  i-;  extremely  |.rol,atile   that   such  was  the  fact.     But 
even   if  he   acted   on    hi.>    own    it  -pon-ibility,    his    intentions   were 
known  to  many,  perhaps  to  the  whole  of  die  Southern  Congressional 
delegation.     Who,  and   how  many,  hi-    accomjdices   were,  however, 
before  the  assault,    is  (.>f  little   con-ecincnce  ;  the  whole    South  be- 
came accessories  after  the  fact.     It    ha-   rarely   fallen  to   the   lot  of 
any    man    to    leap    so    suddenly    to    such    distinction    as    Brooks 
achieved  by   this  act.      Such   an    a-  -ault    without  warning,   upon  a 
defencele.-s,  unarmed  man,  and  from    lii-    confined  attitude,  literally 
incapai)le  of    any    defence,    would    anywhere  else,   in   Donnybrook 
Fair,  a  street   brawl,  a   ]>ot-lion-c   low,   have   cost   the  assailant  his 
life  as  a  mere  a--as<in  and  brutal   coward,  in   whose    speedy   extinc- 
tion   all    n)cn    had    a    coiunion    intere-l.      I'ut    in    one   half  of   thi> 
<uunlry  it  raised  him,  at   once,   to  u    Im  i;^lit    ul'  unparalleled   great- 
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ncs>:.  Fiftocn  States  f<'ll  prostrate  in  gratitude  and  admiration  at 
till'  tlat  of  the  man  in  wliom  were  united  the  virtue  of  Tell,  the 
valor  of  Wallace,  and  the  wisdom  of  Washington  !  And  tlie 
value  of  his  services  in  behalf'  of  Southern  institutions  was  ac- 
knowledged in  public  meetings,  in  newspapers,  and  by  presenta- 
tions of  plate  and  canes  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  Of  the 
man  who  had  fallen  beneath  the  blows  of  his  bludgeon,  their  news- 
papers spoke  as  the  "  blackguard  Staixer,"  "  the  nasty  scamp," 
•'  the  perjured  wretcli,"  "  the  beast  of  an  Abolitionist,"  "  the  in- 
famous traitor,"  "  the  proper  saint  for  a  tree-love  saloon,  or  an 
intidcl  convention,"  "  the  outrageous,"  "the  unscrupulous,"  or  "  the 
cowardly  Abolitionist."  and  many  other  similar  terms,  e([ually 
euphonious,  and  equally  well-selected.  It  was  a  new  evidence  of 
how  destructive  the  negro-driving  form  of  society  is  of  all  sense 
of  honor,  ;md  even  of  that  instinctive  love  of  fair  [)lay  which  is 
not- lost  in  other  low  stages  of  civilization. 

Nor  was   the  exhibition  of  fec-linir,  on   this  occasion,  altojiether 
on  one  side.     The   North,  which  tor  five  and  twenty  years  had,  at 
the  same  time,  obeyed  the  injunction  of,  and  given  an  example  to, 
the  South,  of  suppressing  all  Anti-Slavery  agitation  by  appealing 
to  Lvnch  Law,  were  moved  to  indignation  and  horror,  that  the  fair 
head    of  a    Northern    Seiuitor,   distinguished  for  his  urbanity,  his 
culture,  and  the  gentleness  of  his  character,   should  be   made  the 
mark  of  the  brutal  blows  of  a  half-drunken,   Pro-Slavery  rntlian, 
and  a  lite  of  so  much    value,  perhaps   sacrificed,   perhaps  rendered 
useless  by  the  base   rage   of  a  jilantation   overseer.     It   marks  an 
era  that  this  fefdiiig  was  so  wide-spread  ;  but  it  was  not  universal. 
There  were  many  men,  who,  to  use  the  delicate  term  of  the   Kev. 
Dr.  Di'.WEY,  could  not  a|)prove  of  the  "  reprisal"  made  by  UuooKS, 
though  they  condemned  what  they  were  pleased  to  call  the  provocation 
given    by    ^Ir.    Sumni-lr.     There    were    others,    and    especially  in 
]\Ia— acliu-etts,  who  liad  been  tin;  leading  political  men   there,  and 
were  -till  in  the  liighe-t  social  [losition,  who  either  tacitly  or  opeidy 
ai>[)lauded  the  penalty  which  had  followed  a   course  for  which  they 
had  never  had  anything    but   the  heartiest   detestation.     Dut    the<e 
fortniuiiely    were  the  tew.     The   many,  the  common    jieople  were 
tilled    with    -ympathy    and    indignation,    the    fruits  ot'  which    \w\\' 
visible    ill    the    subsequent    l're-;identi:il    election.      lUit    thi>    fueling 
wa-  not  (illy  lejireM'uted  in  tlie  Nortln  ru  Congressional  Delegation. 
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Had  its  members,  particularly  from  Massachusetts,  either  respected 
themselves,  or  dierished  the  honor  of  their  State,  they  would  never 
have  consented,  for  a  moment,  to  sit  as  the  associates  of  a  man 
whose  relation  to  tlie  law  should  rather  have  been  through  the 
Penitentiary  than  tlie  Legislative  Hall.  But  they  not  merely  con- 
descended to  sit  with  him  ;  they  consented  to  submit  the  question 
as  to  whether  he  had  offended  or  not,  to  a  majority  vote ;  and  when 
that  was  decided  against  them,  and  Brooks,  notwithstanding, 
resigned  his  seat,  and,  appealing  to  his  constituents,  was  returned 
by  their  unanimous  and  triumphant  suffrages,  the  Massachusetts 
representatives,  instead  of  resigning  in  a  body,  and  throwing  them- 
selves upon  the  country,  sat  down  quietly  under  this  doulde  insult. 
And  more  than  this  —  they  submitted  with  a  patience,  whioli, 
however  admirable  it  would  have  been  in  saints,  was  only  base  in 
men  who  affirm  the  right  of  self-defence,  to  the  imputation  of  being 
mere  braggarts  in  speech,  but  poltroons  in  action,  which  Brooks 
urged  against  them,  in  his  defence,  before  the  House,  with  the  most 
ingenious  aggravation  of  terms  and  unrestrained  contumely.  One 
of  their  number,  Mr.  De  Witt,  was  even  unreproved  when,  in 
obedience  to  the  requisition  of  Brooks,  he  held  up  his  own  walk- 
ing-stick, in  the  House,  to  illustrate  the  size  of  the  bludgeon  used 
by  that  ruffian  in  his  assault  upon  Mr.  Sumner.  So  far  as  it 
cippears  from  any  manly  spirit  manifested  by  the  "  Honorable 
Gentleman  "  and  his  associates,  he  would  have  submitted  his  head 
to  a  test  of  the  same  sort,  without  any  objection  fn^in  either  him  or 
them. 

That  this,  however,  was  not  the  temper  of  the  Xorlhern  people 
generally,  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  the  mo>t  popular  man  in  the 
politic<il  cami)aign  which  soon  followed,  was  Mr.  Ik'ui.iNGAME  of 
Massachusetts,  who  permitted  himself  to  be  driven,  at  la^t,  into 
avowing  his  readiness  to  accept  the  challenge  whi<'h  Brooks  had 
pre-sed  upon  so  many  of  the  Northeni  Delegation,  but  which  his 
own  cowardly  instincts  compelled  him  to  shrink  fi-om  the  moment 
he  found  a  man  who  was  ready  to  meet  him.  And  hardly  less  was 
tlie  ajiplnuse  whieh  waited  upon  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sumner's 
colleague,  who  would  explain  nothing,  and  retract  nothing  of  his 
ir.dignant  and  bitter  eoiidemnation  of  the  assault,  but  who  refused 
to  submit  himself  to  the  barbarous  test  of  the  du('l,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  avowed   his  determination  to  defend  himself  again^t 
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all  assailants.  It  is  said,  and  wc  believe  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
fact,  that  a  body  of  deteiTnined  and  well-armed  men  repaired  to 
Washino^on  from  Massachusetts,  to  be  in  readiness  to  sustain  their 
remaining  Senator,  in  case  of  an  outbreak.  The  precaution  was  a 
sutHcient  guaranty  of  the  tranquil  forbearance  of  Southern  gentle- 
men. 

Mr.  Sumner  has  never  fully  recovered  from  the  ctFect  of  the  blows 
intlicted  upon  him,  and  has  been  in  his  seat  in  the  Senate  for  only  a 
day  or  two  at  the  late  session  of  Congress.  Brooks  has  since  died. 
The  otfice  of  Northern  eulogist  of  this  Southern  Champion  was 
given,  not  to  the  Rev.  ]Mark  Trafton,  but  to  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  who  was  Chairman,  a  few  months  before,  of  the  Committee 
that  recommended  his  expulsion  from  the  House.  INIr.  Traftox 
was  only  on  the  committee  of  arrangements  for  his  funeral.  Those 
obsequies  were  conducted  with  unusual  splendor.  They  were 
attended  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by  the  President  and  his 
Cal)inet,  and  the  President  elect.  A  year  before,  he  was  a  man 
unknown,  except  in  the  sparsely  populated  and  semi-civilized  dis- 
trict of  South  Carolina  that  sent  him  to  Congress,  and  in  the  bar- 
rooms of  Washington ;  an<l  even  now,  of  his  private  virtues  the 
world  knew  nothing,  except  that  i\[r.  Keitt  had  vouched  for  their 
existence,  and  especially  that  "  he  was  in  friendship  delicious."'  But 
these  honors  were  paid  to  his  public  virtues,  or  rather  virtue,  for  lie 
had  displayed  but  one — the  nearly  murdering  an  Anti-Shivcry  Sen- 
ator on  the  tiuor  of  the  Senate,  when  incapable  of  resistance, 
defence  or  escape. 

The  Presidential  P^lection. 

On  the  2d  of  June  hist,  the  Convention  of  the  Democratic  party 
met  at  Cincinnati  to  nominate  their  candidate  tor  the  Presidency 
and  Vice-Presidency.  In  addition  to  the  '•  Baltimore  Platform," 
wiiich  is  the  standing  declaration  of  principles  of  the  party,  a  list  of 
resolutions  was  reported  by  Benjamin  F.  Hallett,  of  Boston, 
and  adojitcd.  Those  referring  to  the  sdltjcct  of  Slavery,  directly 
and  indirectly,  were  as  follows: — 

Resolved,  That  we  reiterate,  with  renewed  en<>rgy  of  ])nr|>o.-t',  tin! 
well-considercil  declaration  of  former  Conventions  u[)on  the  ^eciional 
issue  of  domestic  Slavery,  and  concerning  the  reserved  rights  of 
tlie  States — 
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1.  That  Con;rres?  ha>  no  power  under  the  Constitution,  to  inter- 
fere with  or  control  the  domestic  in>titution>  oi"  the  several  States, 
and  that  such  States  are  the  sole  and  i)ro]ier  judges  of  everything 
appertaining  to  their  own  atlairs.  not  prohil^ited  by  the  Constitution  ; 
that  all  ertorts  of  the  Abolitionists  or  others,  made  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  questions  of  Slavery,  or  to  take  incipient 
steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  alarming 
and  dangerous  consequences ;  and  that  all  such  efibrts  have  an 
inevitable  tendency  to  diminish  the  happiness  of  the  ])eople,  and 
endanger  the  stability  and  permanency  of  the  Union,  and  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  of  our  political  institutions. 

2.  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers,  and 'was  intended  to 
embrace  the  whole  subject  of  Slavery  agitation  in  Congress ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Democratic  party  of  the  Union,  standing  on  this 
national  platform,  will  abide  by  and  adhere  to  a  faithful  execution 
of  the  acts  known  as  the  Com]ironii-e  mea-ure-.  settled  by  the  Con- 
gress of  18"j0:  "the  Act  for  Reclaiming  Fugitives  from  service  or 
hibor,"  included:  which  Act,  being  designed  to  carry  out  an  ex])ress 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  cannot,  with  lididity  thereto,  be 
repealed,  or  so  changed  a.-  to  de-troy  or  impair  its  ethciency. 

3.  That  the  Democratic  party  will  resist  all  attempt.- at  renewing, 
in  Congress  or, out  of  it,  the  agitation  of  the  Slavery  question,  under 
whatever  shaj)e  or  color  the  atleinj't  may  be  made. 

4.  That  the  Democratic  party  will  faithfully  abide  liy  and  uj)hold 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions 
of  17'JS,  and  in  the  report  of  i\Ir.  IMadison  to  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
ture, in  1799  ;  that  it  adopts  those  principles  a-  constituting  one  of 
the  main  foundations  of  its  political  ci-eed,  and  i-  resolved  to  carry 
them  out  in  their  obvious  m(/aniug  and  import. 

And  that  we  mav  more  di-tinctlv  meet  the  issue  on  which  a  sec- 
tional nartv,  sub-i-liu"  exclu<ivelv  on  Slaverv  atriiation.  now  relies 
to  test  the  fideliiy  of  the  people,  North  an<l  South,  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  claiming  fcUowjliiji  willi.  and  de.-iring  the 
cooperation  of  all  who  regard  the  preser\  ation  of  the  Union  under 
the  Constitution  as  the  paramount  issue — and  repudiating  all  sec- 
tional parties  and  platforms  concerning  dome-tic  Slavery,  which 
seek  to  embroil  the  State-,  and  to  incite  trea-on  and  armed  resist- 
ance to  law  in  the  territories  ;  and  who-c  avowed  ]>urposes,  if 
con-umuiated,  must  end  in  civil  war  and  disunion — the  American 
democracy  recognize  and  adojit  the  j)rinciples  contained  in  the 
organic  laws  e-talilishing  the  Teriitorie-  of  Kan-a-  and  Xebra-ka,  as 
embodying  the  only  ,-ound  and  safe  solution  of  the  "  Slavery  ques- 
tion." upon  which  the  Ln'eat  national  idea  of  the  people  of  thi- whole 
country  can  n/po-e  in  it<  determined  eonservati-m  of  the  Union — 
Non-In'tkkfi'uknce  I'.v  CoNGiucss  WITH  Si.Avi:);v  IN  Statk  and 
Teri;itorv,  or  ix  xni:  District  ok  Coi.umi;ia. 

2.  That  this  was  the  ba-is  of  the  Compromi-es  of  1850 — con- 
firmed by    both    the    Democratic    and    Whig    partie-    in    National 
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Conventions — ratified  by  the  people  in   the  election  of    1852 — and 
ri;:htly  applied  to  the  organization  of  territories  in  1854. 

3.  That  by  the  uniform  application  of  thi.-*  Democratic  principle 
to  the  oriranization  of  territories,  and  to  the  admission  of  new 
States,  with  or  without  domestic  Slavery,  as  they  may  elect — the 
equal  rights  of  all  the  States  will  be  [)rc-('rved  intact — the  original 
compacts  of  the  ("oii-titiition  maiiitaiiicd  inviolate — and  the  perpe- 
tuity and  e.\.pan-ion  of  tliis  I'nion  in.-ured  to  its  utmost  capacity  of 
embracing,  in  peace  and  harmony,  every  future  American  State  that 
may  be  constituted  or  amiexed,  with  a  Republican  tbrm  <jf 
government. 

Besolved,  That" we  recognize  the  right  of  the  people  of  all  the 
Territories,  including  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  acting  through  the 
legally  and  fairly  e\[)res.-ed  will  of  a  majority  o\'  actual  residents, 
and  whenever  the  number  of  their  inhabitants  justifies  it,  to  tbrm 
a  constitution  with  or  without  Slavery,  and  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  the  other  States. 

Resolcpd,  jiiiaili/,  Tliat  in  view  of  the  condition  of  popular  insti- 
tutions in  the  Ohl  World  (and  the  dangerous  tendencit-s  of  sectional 
agitation,  combined  with  the  attempt  to  entbrce  civil  and  religious 
disabilities  again-t  the  ri'_dits  of  acquiring  and  enjoying  cilizen>hip, 
in  our  own  land) — a  high  and  >acred  duty  is  devolved  with 
increased  responsibility  upon  the  Democratic  party  of  this  country, 
as  the  party  of  the  Union,  to  uphold  and  maintain  the  rights  of 
every  State,  and  thereby  the  Union  of  the  States;  and  to  sustain 
and  advance  anions  us  constitiuional  libcrtv,  bv  continuing  to  re.-ist 
all  monopolies  and  exclu.-ive  legislation  tlir  tlie  ben<'lit  of  tiie  tew  at 
the  expense  of  the  many,  and  by  a  vigilant  and  constant  adherence 
to  those  j)rinciples  and  compromises  of  tlie  ('oiHlitution,  which  are 
broad  enough  and  strong  enough  to  enibi'ace  and  uphold  the  Union 
as  it  wa-i,  the  Union  as  it  i-,  and  the  Union  as  it  shall  be,  in  the  full 
expansion  of  the  energies  and  cajtacity  of  tlii-  great  and  progressive 
people. 

1.  livsolred.  That  there  are  (piestions  connect(  d  with  tin-  foreign 
policy  of  this  couiUry.  which  are  inferior  to  no  douu'.-tic  quotion 
whatever.  The  time  has  come  tor  the  people  of  the  Ignited  States 
to  declare  themselves  in  favor  of  free  seas  and  progress  of  free 
trade  throughout  the  world,  and  by  ~olemn  manifestations,  to  {dace 
their  moral  influence  at  thu  side  of  tiieir  succi-ssf'ul  exam[)le. 

2.  Resolved,  That  our  geographical  and  j)olitical  position  with 
reference  to  the  other  States  of  this  continent,  no  less  than  the 
iiUerest  of  our  couunerce  and  the  development  of  our  "rowiu" 
jiowcr,  reqiiir^^'s  that  we  should  hold  as  -acred  tlie  [)rinciples  involved 
in  the  Monroe  d()cti-ine  :  their  bearing  and  iiiq)ort  admit  of  no 
mi<coiHtructi(ai  :   they  should  be  ap[)lied  with  inii)ending   rigidity. 

3.  lifgnlrrd.  That  the  great  higlnvay  which  nature,  a>  well  as  the 
a>-ent  of  the  State-  mo-t  itnmediatcdy  interested  in  its  maintenance, 
has  marked  out  fur  a  free  communication  between  the  Atlantic,  aiul 
Pacific  oceans,  cou-titutes  one  of  the   most   important  achievements 
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realized  by  the  spirit  of  modern  times,  and  the  unconquerable  energ)- 
of  our  peo])le.  That  result  should  be  secured  by  a  timely  and 
etlicient  exertion  of  the  control  wliich  we  have  the  ri;iht  to  claim 
over  it,  and  no  jjower  on  earlh  sho>ild  l)e  sutlered  to  imiiede  or  clog 
its  ])rofrress  by  any  interference  witli  the  relations  it  may  suit  our 
jiolicy  to  esta{)li>h  between  our  government  and  the  goverinni-nts  of 
the  States  within  whose  dominions  it  lies.  We  can,  luuhr  no  cir- 
nunstances,  surrender  our  preponderance  in  the  adju.-tment  of  all 
(piestions  arising  out  of  it. 

4.  JicsoIvecL  That,  in  view  of  so  commanding  an  interest,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  sympatliize  with  the  efforts 
wliich  are  being  made  by  the  peo]>le  of  Central  America  to  regen- 
erate that  portion  of  the  continent  which  covers  the  jia^sage  across 
the  inter-oceanic  Isthmus. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  will  expect  of  the  next 
Administration  that  every  proper  effort  be  made  to  injure  our 
ascendancy  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  maintain  a  ]termaaent 
]<r<nection  to  th<'  great  outlets  through  whieh  are  emptied  into  its 
water,-  the  jtroducts  raised  out  ol'  the  soil,  and  the  connnodities 
ci-«ated  liy  the  indu-try  of  the  people  of  our  "\V<_>tern  valleys,  and 
o!'  the  Union  at  large. 

The  candidates  for  the  Presidency  before  the  Convention  were 
four:  ]>uciiANAN.  I'lERCE,  DouoLAS  and  Cass.  Tiie  name  of 
President  Pir,i;i  i:  was  withdrawn  by  his  friends,  when,  on  the  tif- 
trentli  ballot,  the  votes  for  him  had  dwindled  down  to  three.  The 
presentation  of  Cass's  name,  at  any  time,  wa-  an  empty  compli- 
juent.  as  h.^  did  not,  on  any  ballot,  receive  more  than  a  half  dozen 
votes.  DoroLAs's  name  wa-  v.  ithdi-awn  by  hi-  frioKl-.  at  the  six- 
teenth ballot,  ii  ])(  Ing  tli'ii  (■\iil(  nt  that  lU  ciianan  wa-  the  choii-e 
*i!"  a  majorit\  of  the  C'on\  cntioii.  and  Ik-  aecordiiigly  received  the 
nomination.  .le>n\  C.  1>i;i:cicinkii)0!:.  ot'  Krntiu'ky,  was  nominated 
;«•:•  the  Viee-Pre-idenev. 

A  day  or  two  later,  a  Democratic  Club  of  Philadelphia  waited 
I'.pon  31i-.  liui  iiANAN  at  his  re-idence  at  Lancaster,  to  ac(piaint  him 
v-i'.h  the  re<ult  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cinciiniati  Convention.  He 
N.'\id,  in  a  brict'  .-]icech:  '*  I  conirratulate  you  upon  my  nomination. 
1  ha\e  Ijeen  ]ilaced  upon  a  j)latiorm  ofwhicli  I  most 
heartily  aj>pro\c.  and  which  can  .-)>eak  forme.  Being  the  rejjre- 
scntalivc  v\  \\\v  gicat  Denioi-raiic  l*arty,  and  not  simjily  .Tames 
l>t  CllANAN.  I  ni'.i-t  .-qnare  mv  conduct  according  to  the  jilattorm  of 
:l..it  party,  and  insei't  no  new  jilank,  noi'  take  o!ie  tmni  it."  .Such  a 
•':.  -kiratioii  Would  havi-  c;im-i  d  iIh-  nomination  to  !<<■  rcc<i\i'd  with 
.  n!liu.-ia-m,  had   there   been   no  other  rea-on   to)-  it.      It  -houed  lio\» 
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clearly  iMr.  Buchanan  understood  lii.s  position,  and  on  uiiat  ground 
lie  accepted  it.  Tlie  Democratic  Party  does  not  vote  for  men,  but 
the  representatives  of  a  policy.  What  that  is,  we  all  know.  It  is 
the  policy  of  the  Slave  Power. 

An  avowal  fn)ni  Mr.  Buchanan,  that  he  was  the  faithful  servant 
of  that  power,  was  not  required  of  him,  except  as  a  matter  of  form. 
Had  there  been  any  room  for  doubt  on  that  point,  he  would  never 
have  received  the  nomination.  In  a  lonjr  life  spent  in  public  ser- 
vice, there  was  but  a  single  act  of  disloyalty  to  the  South  ;  thirty-six 
years  before,  he  had  signed  a  call  tor  a  meeting  to  protest  against  the 
admission  of  Missouri  iis  a  Slave  State.  If  the  lault  was  remem- 
bered, it  was  forgiven,  and  lu'ld  as  atoned  for  by  his  ,-ubsequeut 
services.     These  are  some  of  them: — 

In  183C,  he  supported  in  the  United  States  Senate  the  liill  to 
prohibit  the  transmission  of  Anti-Slavery  documents  through  the 
mail. 

He  proposed  and  voted  tor  the  admission  of  ^\j-kausas  as  a  Slave 
State. 

He  denounced  in  1836-7,  and  voted  to  reject,  petitions  for  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

He  invariably  voted  in  subsequent  years  against  tlie  consideration 
of  Anti-Slavery  petitions  of  any  sort  whatever. 

In  1844—5,  he  advocated  and  voted  for  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
He  sustained  the  war  with  Mexico. 

lie  proposed  and  urged,  in  1850,  the  extension  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  to  the  Pacitic  Ocean;  but  he  approved,  six  years  later, 
of  the  entire  repeal  of  that  Coinpnunise,  and  had  give'u  his  whole 
iiitluence  in  tavor  of  making  Kansas  a  Slave  State. 

He  sustained  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850;  and  in  1854,  he 
remonstrated  again.-t  an  Act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  to 
protect  her  own  citizens  from  being  kidnapped,  le.-t  it  should  throw 
some  obstacle-  in  the  way  of  Shive-caleirmg  in  that  State. 

He  signed  the  O.-tend  Manifesto,  and  advocated  the  acquisition  of 
Cul>a  bs'  purrhase,  or  by  force,  if  needful. 

In  -hort,  he  wa-  never  found  anywhere,  in  his  long  political  life, 
but  on  tlie  .-idc  of  Slavery,  and  had  never  been  guilty  of  a  single 
act,  except  tie  uniinportant  one  just  alluded  to,  opposed  to  the 
interest  ot'  the  Slavelii'Mers.  Such  services  earned  him,  as  they 
deserved  to  do,  the  Deniocratic  nomination  tor  the  Pre.-ideucv.  If 
DoUiiLAS  was   ;is  de\oled   a  servant  of  the   Slave  L'ower,  his  term 
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of  pervice  had  been  sliortcr,  and  he  could  wait  for  a  longer  trial. 
One  election  had  already  been  lost  under  the  leadership  of  Cass. 
PiEKCE  was  a  tool  who  had  already  served  his  purjiose. 

The  nomination  was  a  purely  Southern  one,  and  was  certain  of 
the  undivided  supj)ort  of  all  the  Slaveholding  States.  It  needed 
only  a  fractional  portion  of  the  electoral  vote  of  the  North  to  be  suc- 
cessful. The  party  counted  with  certainty  upon  rraining  that,  and 
in  the  canvass  of  the  five  subsequent  months,  of  unprecedented  excite- 
ment and  activity,  its  confidence  and  its  courage  never  forsook  it. 

This  powerful  political  organization,  which  had  held  almost  unin- 
terrupted possession  of  the  Government,  from  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  stood  forth  more  unequivocally  tlian  it  had  ever  ven- 
tured to  do  before,  as  the  Southern  Pro-Slavery  party.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  growing  Anti-Slavery  feeling  of  the  North  had 
marshalled  a  poweH'ul  ])olitical  opposition.  The  dragging  of  Slaves 
back  into  bondage  under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850  ;  the  re- 
peal of  the  Missouri  Compromise ;  the  despotic  proceedings  of  a 
United  States  District  Judge  in  the  case  of  Passmore  Williamson  ; 
the  violence  and  blood.-hed  committed  by  the  Border  Ruffians  in 
Kansas;  the  recent  outrage  uj)on  Mr.  Sumner  in  the  Senate;  the 
insolence,  the  threats,  the  many  aet>  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
Slaveholders,  in  Congress,  and  throughout  tlie  Southern  States;  and 
the  continued  and  all-powerful  influence  of  Anti-Slavery  newspa- 
pei's,  Anti-Slavery  b(_)ok~,  Anti-Slavery  Societi<'-  and  Anti-Slavery 
lecturers,  which  have  made  the  iie\ei-ci'a.-iiig  Anti-Slavery  agitation 
of  the  last  five  and  twenty  year,-,  iiad  arou>ed  xltv  Noi'tli  to  a  point 
of  resistance.  This  opjiosition  was  organized  in  the  Republican 
party. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  a  National  Convention  of  this  party  met  at 
Philadelphia  to  nominate  its  candidates  for  the  ensuing  Presidential 
election.  All  the  Free  States  were  rej)resented.  and  there  were  a 
few  delegates  from  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Maryland,  who,  how- 
evei-,  re])resented  very  few  beside  themselves.  The  two  prominent 
candidates  for  the  Presidency  were  Judge  McLean  and  John  C. 
Fremont.  That  portion  of  the  Convention  which  represented  the 
old  Whig  party  were  in  favor  of  Judge  McLean,  as  an  old  member 
of  that  ])artv.  and  as  the  man  nio<t  likelv  to  carrv  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  without  which,  it  wa-  conceded  on  all  liand-,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  elect  th»ir  candidate  The  younger  men.  and  those 
who  saw  mo.-t  cleaily  that   tiie   i.-^ue  at   .-take  wa.--  the  (juestion  of 
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Slavprv,  were  enthusiastic  in  the  sup[)ort  of  Mr.   Fremont.     Sena- 
tor Seward  and  Governor  Chase  were  not  without  their  friends, 
but  their  names  were  .-oon  witlidrawn,  as  it  was  evident,  lliat,  in  the 
opinion  ot"  tiie  Convention,   McLean  and    Fi:emont  were  the  only 
'•avaihible"  men.      It  wa-  to  the  credit  of  a  Convention  protesting 
Anti-Shivery  principles,  to  a  certain  degree,  and  representing  the 
present  Anti-Slavery  feeling  of  the  North,  that  it  should  rt-ject  as  its 
Presidential  candidate  a  man  who  had  not  a  single  antecedent  which 
cindd  identify  him  with  any  sort  of  opposition  to  Slavery,  but  who 
iiad,  in   Imtli  his  otlicial   and   his   [)rivatc   life,  ~hown  hini-eU' io  be  a 
loyal  subject  of  the  Slave-Power.      Litth-,  indeed,  could  bi-  urged  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Fremont,  in  proof  of  his  sympathy  with  the  Anti-Shi- 
very movement.     When  a  citizen  of  Calitbrnia,  he  exerci.-ed  hi-  inllu- 
ence  to  make  her  a  Free  State,  and  it  was  known  that  he  was  doiious 
of  prohibiting  Slavery  in  Kan-as.     The  record  of  his  public  life  went 
no  further  than  this;  l)ut  it  wa.s  said  by  those  who  knew  him  best, 
tliat  he  was   by  moral   conviction  opposed  to  Slavery,  tliat  he  thor- 
oughlv  understood  its  ag^re-sive  spirit,  and  that  he  would  admini.-ter 
the  government,  if  entrusted  with  it,  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  a  Northern  party,  which  contended  for  no  more  than  the 
Constitution,  rightfully  interpreted,  would  give  to  it.     Underlying 
this  calm  conlidei'.ce  in  him  as  an  honorable  and  able  statesman,  was 
a  warm  and  enthu.-iastic  admiration  of  him  as  a  man  of  tried  courage, 
of  gallant  conduct  under  the  mo-t   tr\ing  ciiciiin-lanees,  of  (lualities 
fitting  him  for  command,  and  caiiabK-  of  holding  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment witli  a  steady  hand  in  lime-  ot'  dillicuhv  and  danger.      He  was 
nominated  at  tlie  lir-t  Iiallot,  llu;  tbllowiug  [ilatlurm  having  been  tir?t 
adopted  a-  the  ba.-is  on  which  the  new  party  stood: — 

This  Convention  of  Delegates,  assembled  in  [)ursuaiice  of  a  call 
to  the  jjcople  of  the  I'nited  States,  without  regard  to  i.a.-t  political 
dirterences  or  divisions,  who  are  oppo-ed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise — to  tlie  [)olicy  of  the  present  Admiiustratiou — to 
the  exten-ion  of  Slavery  into  fre(^  territory  ;  in  favor  of  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  as  a  Free  State — f)f  re-toring  tlie  actitm  of  the 
Federal  (Tovernment  to  the  iirineiples  of  Washington  and  Jetli'r-on, 
and  tor  the  |»urp<r-e  of  pre-eniing  cantlidati;s  tor  the  otlices  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice-Pre.-ident,  do — 

lii'solre.  That  the  maintenance  of  the  principles  {)romuIgated  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  eniliodied  in  the  F(  deial  Con- 
stitution,   are    es.-ential    to     the     prc-ervation    of    our     Repul»lican 
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Ineti''jiion«,  and  that  the   Federal   Constitution,  tlie  rinfhts  of  the 
StjiM  ••  and  the  Union  of  tlic  States,  must  and  ^li;dl  he  ]»re-erved. 

1,'titiArpd,  Tliat,  witli  our  IJepuhlican  fathers,  vre  liohl  it  to  he  a 
pelf-f- ident  truth,  that  all  men  are  endowed  with  the  inalienahle 
ri<dit  i)\'  liie,  liherty,  and  tlie  pursuit  of  happine.-s.  and  that  the  ]iri- 
niaiy  object  and  ulterior  design  of  our  Federal  Government  is.  to 
grant  these  rights  to  all  ])er-ons  under  its  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
Tiiat.  !i-  our  Kepublican  fathers,  when  they  had  abolished  Slavery 
in  all  our  naiional  territory,  ordained  that  no  jierson  should  be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  pro])erty.  without  due  ])roces-  of  law.  it 
])eroiii<-  our  duty  to  maintain  this  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
agaiti-t  all  attempts  to  violate  it  for  the  pur})Ose  of  establi>]iing 
Slaveiy  in  the  Territories  of  the  I'nited  States  by  ])ositive  legisla- 
tion, proiiibiting  its  existence  or  extension  therein.  That  we  deny 
the  aiilliority  of  Congress,  of  a  Territorial  Legi-lature.  of  any 
inilividual  or  association  of  individual>,  to  give  legal  exi>tence  to 
Slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  State-,  while  the  pre.-ent 
Con-liiulion   >hall  be  maintained. 

Jicsnlrrd.  That  the  Constitution  confer.-  u|)on  Congress  sovereign 
powei-  over  the  territories  of  the  United  State.-  for  their  government, 
and  tlial  in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  it  is  both  the  right  and  the 
impi  lalivr  duty  of  Congress  to  ]irohibit  in  the  Territories  those 
twin  relics  of  barbari>m,  jiolygainy  and  Slavery. 

J^cso/rrfl.  That  while  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
ordained  and  e.-tabli-hed  by  the  jm oplc.  ••  in  orihr  to  form  a  more 
jieilfcl  union,  e,-tabli.-h  ju-tire.  in-ure  doine-lic  traiKjuillilv,  ]irovide 
for  llie  cttniinon  defence,  promote  the  general  welrare,  and  .-i ciin' 
the  blr>-ings  of  liberty,"  and  contains  ample  provi-ions  fbi-  the  juo- 
teclion  of  llie  life,  libei'ty  and  jirojierty  of  evirv  eitizen.  the  ilcaret 
eoii-liliilional  riglit-  of  tlie  pi-oplc  "f  Kan-as  have  bet  ii  fran<lnK  ntly 
and  violently  taken  frfun  tlnMii  : 

Their  Territory  has  bet-n  ii'.\a(hd  bv  an  arnn  i]  foi^e  : 

Spuriou-  and  ]iretendid  legi-]ati\  e,  jndicial  and  eX"  cntiNc  officei- 
have  111  (11  -et  over  them,  by  wlio>e  u-iirped  authoritv,  >u-tained  bv 
the  military  ))ower  of  the  (lovernment.  tyrannical  and  uncon-titu- 
tional  laws  have  been  enacted  and  enforced; 

The  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  has  been  infiiiiged  ; 
te.-t  oaili.-  of  an  extraonlinary  and  entangling  nature  Jia\e  been 
impo-ed  a-  a  condition  of  exerci^ing  the  right  of  suilVage  and 
holding  otliee  ; 

The  i-ig!il  of  an  accn-ed  person  to  a  sjieedy  and  ])ublic  trial  ])yan 
impartial  jury  has  been  ilenied  : 

The  r'l^ht  of  the  jieople  to  be  secuie  in  their  per.-oiis.  houses, 
})apt  r  an!  lOects,  again-r  unrea-onable  >earelies  and  >eizures.  has 
been  violated  : 

Th<y  have  been  di'pri\  ed  of  life,  liljeiiy  and  projM-rty,  without 
due  ])roee>>  of  law  ; 

Freed:  >ai  of  sijeech  and  of  the  prc.-s  has  been  abridged  ; 
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The  rl<rht  to  clioose  thoir  representatives  has  been  made  of  no 
ctft'Ot  ; 

Miinlers,  robberies  and  arsons  have  l)een  instigated  and  encour- 
aixi'd,  and  the  otr-mlcrs  have  hcvn  allowed  to  go  un[)Uiii>lied  ; 

That  all  these  things  have  been  done  with  the  knowledge,  sanc- 
tion and  procurement  of  the  present  national  Administration,  and 
that  for  this  high  crime  again>t  rhe  Constitution,  the  Union  and 
humanity,  we  arraign  that  Admini.-tration,  the  President,  his 
advisers,  agents,  supporters,  a[)ologi.sts  and  accessories,  either  before 
or  (ffter  the  tact,  Ijefore  the  country  and  before  the?  world  ;  and  tiiat 
it  is  our  tixed  pur[tose  to  bring  the  actual  perpetrators  of  these 
atrocious  outrages,  and  their  accoinphces,  to  a  sure  and  condign 
punishment  hereafter. 

Resolved.  That  Kansas  should  be  immediately  admitted  as  a  State 
of  this  Union,  with  her  pre>ciit  free  Constitution,  as  at  once  the 
most  eticctual  way  of  securing  to  her  citizens  the  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  of  ending  the 
civil  ,-trit'e  now  raging  in  her  territory. 

lieS'JrH/f,  That  the  hii^hwayman's  plea,  that  might  makes  right, 
embodit-d  in  the  Ostend  Circular,  was  in  every  respi-ct  unworthy  of 
American  Diplomacy,  antl  would  bring  -hame  and  dishonor  upon 
any  government  or  people  that  gave  it  their  -auction. 

Resolced.  That  a  Railroad  to  the  I'acitic  (^cean,  by  the  most  cen- 
tral practical  route,  is  imperatively  demanded  by  the  intere.-ts  of  the 
whole  country,  and  that  the  Federal  Govertmient  ought  to  render 
immediate  and  sutficient  aid  in  its  construction,  and  as  an  auxiliary 
thereto,  to  the  immediate  construction  of  an  emigrant  road  on  the 
line  of  the  railroad. 

ResolreiJ.  That  a|ipropriations  bv  Congress  for  the  improvement 
of  rivers  and  harliors  of  a  national  character  required  for  the 
acconnuodalion  and  security  of  an  existing  comineree,  are  authorized 
by  the  Con-titutioii,  and  justified  by  the  obligations  of  Goveriunent 
to  ]iroteet  the  lives  and  property  of  its  citizens. 

liesuhrd.  That  we  invite  the  alliliation  and  cooperation  of  men  of 
all  parties,  however  ilitfering  from  us  in  other  respects,  in  support  of 
the  principles  herein  <l('clared  ;  and  believing  that  the  spirit  of  our 
in>litution-.  as  well  as  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  guarantees 
libertv  of  conscience  and  eipiality  of  rights  among  citizens,  we 
op[)o.sc  all  legi.slati<jn  impairing  their  secairily. 

;\Ir.  lUvToX.  of  X'W  Jersey,  who  rec(Mved  the  nomination  as 
Vi(i-l*reMileiit.  had  a  claim  upon  the  sidfrages  of  the  Re[)ublican 
jiartv,  a<  he  had  lost  a  re-eh-ction  to  the  United  States  Senate  i()r 
his  opposition  to  the  pas-age  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  ISoO,  It 
was,  however,  the  hope  that  an  old  Whig  leader,  and  a  man  re- 
spected by  idl  parties,  would  carry  his  own  State,  and  have  a  favor- 
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able  influence  in  Penu?ylvania.  which  secured  to  him  the  vote  of  the 
Convention. 

Ii  i-  tlie  fir-t  time  in  our  history  that  the  country  has  been  divided 
into  strictly  seclional  parties — a  Northern  and  a  Southern,  a  Pro- 
Shivery  and  an  Anti-Slavery  party.  The  fact  mark?  an  era  in  our 
cau<e.  and  pives  interest  and  importance  to  the  Republican  move- 
ment. To  divide  the  country — -whicli  has  liitherto  been  in  unity — 
uj)on  the  momentous  question  of  Shivery ;  to  make  that  sectional 
whicli  has  hitherto  been  national;  to  bring  the  North  to  be  as  com- 
pletely, as  zealously,  and  as  faitiif'uUy  oj)po.<ed  to  Slavery,  as  the 
South  i-  in  its  favor,  is  the  jiurpose  to  which  our  lives  liave  been 
devoted.  Any  movement  whieh  tends  in  the  i-ame  direction  is  a 
movement  toward  Abolition  or  Disunion.  We  have  faith  and  hope 
in  it,  according  as  we  believe  it  will  do  as  much  as,  or  more,  or  less 
than  it  ])ro})oses  and  promi-es. 

Tlie  Republican  ]>arty  did  not  pro])ose  or  promise  a  great  deal. 
Its  gen(M-al  ])ropo>ition  was  to  restore  "  the  action  of  the  Federal 
(T<ncninient  to  tin- primiiil.'- of  Wasiiingtox  and  .Jefferson,"  which 
Il/'aven  forcf-nd!  for  had  they  not  liegun  as  they  did,  we  should 
not  lia\e  ended  as  we  have.  Its  })articular  jjroposition  was,  "  the 
admission  of  Kansas  as  a  Free  State  of  the  Union  with  her  Free 
Constitution."  These  were  set  off  and  adorned  with  certain  "glit- 
tering gineralities."  which  meant,  with  those  wlio  acceded  to  them, 
more,  perbajts,  than  they  usually  do  in  political  platforms,  and  with 
crtain  vaiiue  contin'iencies  which  micht  mean  much  or  notliinfr, 
aeeording  to  the  exigencies  which  would  arise,  either  in  success  or 
defeat. 

To  say  that  we  heartily  sympathized  with  the  Republicans  in 
tluir  one  idea,  is  only  to  say  that  men  who  are  striving  for  a  whole 
rejoice  in  a  promise  of  securing  a  part.  They  who  seek  for  the 
extinction  of  an  evil  are  glad  of  its  prohibition  anywhere.  But 
there  was  a  difference  between  us  not  to  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
Rejtublicans  opposed  merely  the  extension  of  Slavery;  the  Aboli- 
tinni-t-  strike  at  its  existence.  Those  would  prohibit  it  only  on  some 
di-puted  ground  where  it  is  not  already ;  these  would  exterminate 
it  utterly  and  forever  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Here  was  a  verj- 
bi-oad  di-tinction.  We  rejoiced  that  a  political  party  had  ai'isen 
with  the  will,  ])ossibly  with  the  power,  to  meet  a  necessity  that  had 
V)een  created  witliin  two  years  ;  but  that  did  not  change  the  rela- 
tion which   we  had  maintained,  as  the  only  true  one,  for  a  quarter 
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of  a  centurj',  to  our  great  natiouiil  .-in.  They  had  our  heartiest 
good  wishes  for  their  success,  though  they  had  no  such  blessing  to 
give  us  in  return. 

Nor  was  it  merely  because  we  were  not  to  be  diverted  from  our 
great  purpose  by  a  mere  side  issue,  and  which,  moreover,  would 
assuredly  be  accomplished  with  our  success,  as  the  greater  includes 
the  less,  that  we  were  not  Republicans  in  the  party  sense.  They, 
as  a  party,  acted  under  a  Constitution  which  we  repudiate ;  they 
believe  in  the  possibility  ot'a  pure  administration  of  a  government 
which  we  are  persuaded,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  and  from 
inevitable  necessity,  must  always  l)e,  as  it  always  htus  been,  hope- 
lessly corrupt ;  they  rallied  to  the  salvation  of  a  Union  which  we 
abhor  as  a  curse  to  the  Slave ;  they  were  striving  to  correct  a 
partial  evil  bv  a  political  reformation,  which  should  still  have  the 
source  of  that  evil  untouched,  ami  even  hold  it  sacred,  while  we 
labor  for  a  Rev()lution  which  would  utterly  eradicate  and  destroy 
the  monstrous  wrong  from  which  these  lesser  evils  are  continually 
springing. 

Still  they  had  our  best  wishes.  As  between  a  party  which  rallied 
to  its  support  the  whole  of  the  Slave  States,  without  exception,  and 
a  small  minority  of  the  baser  sort  of  so-called  Democrats  of  the 
North,  and  a  party  which  proposed  to  make  a  -tand  against  the 
Slave-Power,  even  on  a  single  issue,  it  was  not  difficult  to  make  a 
choice.  But  the  choice  was  one  merely  of  comparative,  and  not  of 
positive  approbation. 

It  was  hai'dly  strange  that,  in  the  quadrennial  madness  of  a  Presi- 
dential election,  the  position  of  the  Abolitionists,  which  ought  by 
this  time  to  be  plain  enough  to  all  the  world,  should  bt;  misappre- 
hended, both  by  friends  and  enemies.  There  were  some  among  us 
who,  carried  away  by  the  popular  excitement  and  enthusia-sra, 
thought  they  best  served  the  cause  by  laying  aside,  for  the  moment, 
the  distinctive  principles  of  this  Society,  and  giving  their  intluence 
and  etibrts  to  the  Republican  movement.  They  failed  to  perceive 
that  a  course  which  befitted  one  was  right  for  all,  and  that  a  general 
compliance  with  their  example  would  be  an  entire  abandonment  of 
our  own  organization,  to  be  absorbed  by  one  which  tlistinctly  denied 
our  j)rinciples  and  purposes.  ''Only  this  once"  was  the  ready  plea 
which  always  comes  with  the  temptation  to  swerve  from  a  high 
resolve,  and  which  is  so  often  only  the  first  step  needed  to  a  rapiil 
descent,  and  not  the  last  one  where  descent  is  stayed.     Others  there 
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werf,  tlift  very  antipodes  of  these,  who,  failing  to  see  tlmt  a  political 
Anti-Sla\«'ry  party  was  a  necessary  and  legitimate  result  of  the 
crowih  of  the  Anti-Slaverv  idea,  a  transition  condition  through 
which  a  political  peoj)le  must  inevitaldy  pass  in  their  progress  from 
ho-tility  or  indifference  to  faith  and  zeal,  denounced  Kepublican- 
ism  a^  the  deadlic-t  enemy  the  cause  had  yet  encountered. 
Till-  error  v\'  both  had  the  same  origin  ;  the  first  in  mistaking  the 
Kepulilican  movement  for  the  Anii-Slavory  cau.-e ;  the  last  in  sup- 
po-ing  that  it  had,  or  made  any  ]>relence  to  be  so. 

There  were  the  corresponding  t-lasses  to  both  these  extremes 
among  the  Ke])ublicans.  Tliere  were  ma)iy  eo  short-sighted,  or  so 
incajiable  of  comprehending  the  }irincip]<'  in  which  lie-  the  strength 
of  the  Anli-Slaverv  ini>vement.  tiie  t(_'na!'ious  hold,  tiie  imcompro- 
mising  lidelity  to  tiie  one  idea  of  tlie  emancipation  of  the  Slaves, 
that  they  would  not  and  could  not  understand  why  the  consistent 
Abolitioni-t  would  not  ^ee.  in  the  Kepidilican  party,  the  fruition  of 
all  his  labor-.  Thev  could  not  forgive  him  for  obstinately  refusing 
to  vote,  and  gave  him  credit  for  neither  conscience  nor  common 
sense  in  declining  to  ^acrilice  his  own  long-cheri>hed  views  of  rijjht 
for  what  another  con-idered  a  tangildi-  good.  Another  class  dreaded 
nothing  to  miicli  a>  any  a])peararice  of  identity  of  i)urp<)se  or  spirit 
between  the  Kejiuldicuu-  and  the  Ab(ditioni-ts.  The  .-ensibilities  of 
a  large  [)ortion  oi  such  ])ertons  were  shocked  at  the  ei)ithets  of 
'' W'ooly  Head."  "■  lilack  Kepublican," ''Nigger  Wor-hipper,"  and  the 
like,  in  which  the  sarca-tic  humor  and  delicate  wit  of  their  opi>o- 
nentt  exhausted  itseli.  There  was  no  all'ectation  in  their  sensitive- 
ness, for  they  really  dreaded,  for  its  own  sake,  the  thing  imputed  to 
them,  and  were  as  far  a~-<  their  accusers  from  having  anv  fixed  and 
intelligent  Anti-Slavery  j)rinciples.  Others,  because  of  these  pre- 
judice- of  their  weaker  brethren,  were  clamorous  in  their  denial  of 
any  symjiathy  between  Republicans  and  Abolitionists.  Precisely  how 
far  they  agreed,  and  ]treci>ely  where  they  were  at  variance,  these 
per-ons  under>to(*d  perfectly  well ;  but  they  seemed  to  think,  as  they 
could  not  ea-ily  make  thi-  distinction  clear  to  others,  and  ajipeal  to 
their  intelligence,  that  it  was  justifiable  for  the  sake  of  their  votes, 
to  appeal  to  their  i)rejudices.  and  intensify  their  hatred  and  contemi)t 
ot'  any  radical  oppo.-ilion  to  Slavery.  A  striking  illustration  of  this 
spirit  was  given  in  the  course  of  the  J^eic  Vork  Tribune,  one  of  the 
most  widely  t'irculatcd,  the  ino-t  infiuential.  and  the  ablest  of  all  the 
organs  of    Kejiublicani-m   in   the   country.     This  pa])er   ha.-   never 


;j6  uKi'uuT. 

foro'iven,  and  never  cea>e(l  to  rcj. roach  the  Aholitioni.-ts   n>  re-j)0(i- 
sibhi  for  the  annexation  ot"  Texas,  because,  in  1^44,  they  r< fu.-ed  to 
vote  tor  IIenuy  Clay,  the  Wliig  candidate  for  President.   Il  [)lea.sed 
that  j)aper,  at  that  time,  to  a.v-ert  that  the  Whig  jjarty  was  an   Anti- 
Slavery  party.     It  pleased  it,  in  the  late  election,  to  assume  that  the 
Ue})id)lican  i)arty  was  not  an  Anti-Slavery  party  in  any  such  sen.-e, 
that  it  could  command  the  approval  of  the  Abolitionists  pro[)er,  and 
that  they  were  not  only  oi)posed  to  the  election  of    T'.Ir.   Fickmont 
but  in  t'avor  of  that  of  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  and  it  attempted  to  sustain 
this  a.-.-ertion  by  extracts  from  the  speeches  of  ^Ir.  I'liiLHi-s,  and  the 
editorials  of  Mr.  Gakuison,  so  garbled  as  to  conceal  the  real  mean- 
ing of  those  gentlemen,  and  to  convey   one  whicli    it   better  suited 
that  influential  journal   to  have  believed.     It.>  a»iiraption  in   18-36 
was  as  untrue  as  it  was  in  li544.     To  eh-ct  ^Ir.  Clay  in  1844,  it  was 
neces>ary  that  the  Whigs  should  carry  the  State  of    New   York, 
where  the  Abolitionists  held  the  balance  of  power  ;  and  the  Trihime 
has  never  pardoned    them    that  they  would  neither  be  coaxed  nor 
friirhtened  into  j^iving  him  their  votes.     To  elect   Yiv.  FuL^[o^•T  in 
1850,  it  was  neces^iuy   that  liis  party   ?houUl   carry    the    State    of 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  xVnti-Slavery  iiiHuenee  is   very  small,  and 
its  votes  not  worth  counting,  and  where  the  strongest  arguments  that 
could  be  addressed  to  a  stupid  and  ignorant  people,  in  favor  of  the 
Republicans,  was  that  they    were  not  Abolitionists.     It   was  worth 
while,  in  one  ca.-e,  to   ?ho\v   that  a   Pro-Slavery    party    was    Anti- 
Slaverv,  lor  the  sake  of  Anti-Slaverv   votes.     In   the  other,  it   was 
worth  while,  for  the  sake  of  Pro-Slavery  votes,  to  .-how  that  a  party, 
in  a  certain  sense  Anti-Slavery,  was,  if  not  positively  Pro-Slavery, 
at  least  so  far  from  the  oi)posite   character,   that   Pro-Slavery   men 
need  not  fear  or  hesitate  to  support  it.     The   Tribune  was  equal  to 
both  (occasions. 

The  credit  of  this  sort  pf  political  warfare,  however,  does  not 
belong  exclusively  to  that  paper.  A  central  junto  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  sat  at  Wivshington,  and  expended  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  spreading  all  over  the  countiy  an  immense  quantity  of 
•  ampaign  do<'uments,  made  to  suit  the  wants  of  ditierent  localities. 
In  -ome  of  these,  the_  radical  opinions  of  Mr.  PurLLiPS  were 
made  to  do  service  as  sound  Republican  dwtrine,  and  were,  with- 
out (l.Mibt.  of  great  use  in  those  regions  o^  Pennsylvania,  where  it 
was  believeil  that  Mrs.  Fremont  was  a  black  woman.  It  is 
iiardly   wortli    while    to    discuss  so    merely    speculative    a  question 
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as  whether  the  succe??  or  defeat   of  the  Ixepuhlican  party  would 
luive  been  mo.-t  beneficial  to   the  Anti-Slavery  cau^'-e.     We  coukl 
no  more  eonipas^s    llie    one,   or    prevent  the  other,  than  we  eould 
direct  the  whirlwind.     But  that  its   campaign   of  last   -ummer  was 
productive  of  great  good,  there    can  be  no  doubt.     It  did  a  work 
of  agitation  un})aralleled  hitherto  in  the  labor?  of  years.     True,  it 
did   not   do  our   special  work  in   our  special  way  ;  it  did  not  sec 
the   evil  a-s  we  see   it,  or  point  out  the  remedy  that   we  propose  ; 
and    many   of  its    leading  men    who    spouted  lor  "  Fkemont  and 
Freedom,"  meant  only  Fremont,  and  merely  admitted  the  pleas- 
ant alliteration  of  Freedom,  as  a    harmle.--s  concession  to    the  en- 
thusiasm   of   weak    minds.     liut,    however    low    and    personal  the 
moti\es  may  have  been  which  governed   .-uch  men,  untiue>tiunably 
an    hone.-t    purpo-e    and    a    zealous    spirit   of  hostility    to   Slavery 
created  and  animated  the  party.    It  wa-,  moreover,  a  Northern  jiarty 
—  a  party  strictly  sectional  on  the  great  (pie-tion  at  i.~.-ue  between  the 
Nortli  and  the    South.     In    fifteen    State-;   of  the    Union,  the  man 
who  openly  avowed  his  ajiproval  of  it  did  so  at  the  risk  of  hU  life, 
and  in  mo.-t  of  them,   with   the  certainty  of  death  or  bani-hment. 
It  brought  forth  an  unequivocal  expression  of  how  deep  and  bitter 
are   Southern    contempt   and  hatred  of   everything  xSorthern.      It 
learned  from    Southern    lips    and    Southern    pens   that    we   are   a 
divided   peoj)le  ;  that   there   is,  and  can  be,  no    real    union    where 
there  is  such  comph'te  hostility  of  spirit,  sueh   radical  difi'erence  of 
character,  so    wide   a   disjiarity    in    civilization,  in   institutions,  in 
habits,  and  thought.     And  while   the  farmers,  and  the   mechanics, 
tlie  great  middle  class  of  the  iV'orth,  who  made  up  the  Republican 
party,  were  learning  Irom  th;eir  own  orators  and  journals  the  only  lesson 
they  had  to  teach,  and   the  only   one   that  was  listened  to  with  any 
enthusiasm,  or  even  patience  —  that  of  op})osition  to  Slavery;  the 
South,  herself,  was  enforcing  the   same  lesson  in  a  different  way, 
with  an  emphasis  and  force  that  will  not  permit  it  to  be  forgotten, 
and  the  fruits  of  which  we  shall  see  in  future  stages. 

It  is  not  easy  always  to  repress  our  impatience  at  what  seems  so 
great  a  waste  ol'  zeal  and  strengtli,  and  good  intention,  for  the 
mere  tem])orary  success  of  a  political  party  which,  even  if  it 
fulfilled  the  most  sanguine  hopes  that  its  best  promi.-es  could  sug- 
gest, would  only  check  for  a  brief  season  the  aggressions  of  the 
Slave  power,  while  leaving  it  in  quiet  possession  of  its  past  gains, 
and   in  the   unchecked  p(  rpetration   of  all  its   crimes.     We  ciiunot 
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L'scapi'  ilie  reH(.'<'tion,  how  luar  we  should  \)0  to  the  stltlfment  of 
tlic  urrat  qucslion  if  the  North  c(nihl  say,  no  more  Sl.vvkky 
ANVWiiF.KK,  with  <'ven  as  much  earnestness,  and  as  near  an  ap- 
pi-Dach  to  iiiianiinilv,  as  shf  now  sav>,  '"  no  SUiverv  in  Kau.-as." 
But  in  tlie  moral,  as  in  the  natural  world,  there  must  be  the  hlossdm 
betbre  the  fruit.  There  is  a  necessity  which  we  cannot  e.-ca[)e 
from,  and  therefore  need  not  deplore,  for  our  [lassajre  through  these 
various  disp»>nsations,  from  the  first  Whig  device  to  cajole  and 
cozen  the  Abolitionists,  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  ago.  down  to  this 
last  demonstranon  for  Fremont  and  Freedom.  Each,  however, 
is  the  sign  of  Anti-Slavery  progress,  as  each  is  an  accurate  guage 
of  the  estimate  which  the  --lucwd  political  leaders  have  made  of 
the  pressure  of  poj)nlar  opinion  on  the  subject  of  Shivery,  pre- 
cisely where  it  may  be  met,  and  how  tar  it  may  be  resisted.  These 
parties  which  have  professed  hostility  to  Slavery,  in  a  greater  or 
h'ss  degree,  have  always  been  the  parties  in  the  opposition  and  in 
the  minority.  They  may  sometimes  be  in  tlie  minority,  because, 
they  are,  in  some  mea-ur--,  Anti-Slavery;  they  are  certainly  al- 
ways Anti-Slavery,  because  ihey  are  in  a  minority  ;  and  in  en- 
deavoring to  attract  to  themselves  all  the  popular  sentiment  tif  the 
North  ui»on  the  subject,  they,  probably  always,  j)roraise  something 
more  than  they  can  peilbrm. 

The  stren<rth  of  our  caus(^  lies  in  its  thorouLrh  honestv,  and  in 
its  steadfast  and  pirsistent  adherence  to  the  radical  and  only 
remedy  by  which  the  independence  of  the  North  can  be  recovei-ed, 
and  the  emancipation  of  the  Slaves  be  secured.  It  proposes  and 
demands  no  more  and  no  less  than  it  seeks,  and  means,  if  it  gets 
anything,  to  accomplish.  Our  demand  for  disunion  is  not  a  threat, 
nor  even  merely  an  alternative.  We  seek  the  total  Abolition  of 
Slavery ;  and  in  proof  of  our  earnestness,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  {)rinciples  on  which  it  is  based,  we  repudiate  now,  and  at  once, 
all  political  relations  with  Slaveholders  which  involve  us  in  any 
recognition  of  their  peculiar  system  as  right  in  itself,  or  jvs  having 
any  legal  claim  upon  us.  We  wish  to  bring  the  Northern  people 
up  to  precisely  this  position  ;  and  while  we  recognize  and  rejoice 
at  their  gradual  approaches  to  it.  it  is  our  part  to  be  faithful  in 
pointing  out  tlieir  -liortH-oining-.  and  to  urge  them  forward  to  the 
only  ground  on  which  an  elfectual  resistance  cim  be  made  to  the 
common  enemy. 
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The  strufrgle  between  Slavery  and  Freedom  in  Kan8a>  still 
goes  on  with  undiminifiheil  eanie.-tne?^.  The  pa-t  year  has  Avit- 
ne>sed  a  series  of  atrocities  jyerpetrated  in  that  territory,  hy  ajrents 
of  the  Slave  Power,  —  not  without  eomiivanee  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  aid  of  its  ollicials, —  resemhlinpr  more  the  horrors 
of  savage  warfare  than  the  deed-  of  men  claiming  to  he  civilized. 
ILjnles  of  arnud  marauders  from  Missouri,  South  Carolina,  and 
other  Slave  States,  have  ranged  ovrr  the  territory,  plundering, 
buiiiiii2,  and  murderinfr,  committinjr  almost  evei'v  outrafr*^-  of  whit-h 
man  or  Avoman  can  be  the  victim  :  with  the  avowed  purpo-e  of 
driving  out  or  compelling  to  submis.-ion  all  op]K>-ers  of  the  scheme 
of  making  Kan>as  a  Slave  State.  Varying  their  method  as  occa- 
sion might  reijuire,  they  were  sometimes  scattered  in  small,  roving 
banil<,  without  acknowledged  leaders,  or  led  bv  the  most  brocious 
of  their  own  nuiiil>er,  claiming  no  higher  warrant  than  bowie- 
knife  and  ritle  ;  at  other  times  emlxxlied  in  larger  mas.-es,  under 
the  imposing  name  of  "  Territorial  Militia."  with  oihcers,  from 
"  Generals"  downward,  commissioned  by  authority  emanating  from 
Washington  ;  or  yet  again,  liearing  the  less  warlike  apj)ellation  of 
'■'posse  comitattis"  and  following  at  the  heels  of  a  United  .States 
Marshal,  or  sham  Sheriff,  the  handiwork  and  tool  of  the  usurping 
Territorial  Legislature ;  but,  however  diverse  in  style,  ever  the 
same  in  character  and  purpose :  at  all  times  and  everywhere 
equally  ])rompt  for  mischiefs  so  it  could  be  safeli/  done;  —  equally 
reckless  of  right,  humanity,  and  decency  ;  equally  brutal,  insolent, 
rapacious,  and  cruel  towards  the  weak,  unarmed,  and  helpless ; 
efpially  cowardly  when  met  by  resolute  armed  resistance.  Tiiough 
un-uccesvfiil  in  their  main  design,  they  succeeded  eminently  well  in 
giving  to  the  country  and  the  world  a  most  impressive  illustra- 
tion of  what  Slavery  is  in  principle  and  sjiirit,  and  what  it  does 
as  an  educator  for  those  who  receive  its  traininjx. 

In  the  latter  ])art  of  May,  some  hundreds  of  these  brigands,  com- 
manded for  the  occasion  by  United  States  ]Mar.-hal  Donaldson 
and  sham-.-heriff  .Ioni:s,  and  acting  in  pursuance  of  a  mandate, 
illegal  as  unjust,  from  LKf  omi'Ti:,  the  facile  judicial  instrument  of 
tlie  Slave  power,  attacked  tlie  town  of  Lawrence,  ostensibly  to  al>ale 
as  nuisances — so  dechired  to  be  by  the  Grand    Jury — the  hotel  and 
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printing  otTices  of  that  infant  town.  Tho  citizens,  unprepared  for 
such  an  onset,  were  passive  lookers-on,  wliile  Jqnes  and  liis  outside 
barbarians,  meeting  no  resistance  but  that  of  solid  masonry  and 
heavy  metal,  demolished  the  offending  buildings  and  {)rinting  presses, 
and  scattered  the  types,  all  unconscious  of  what  sort  of  seed  they 
were  sowing;  and  having  thus  pei-fbrmed  the  task  assigned  them  by 
sa{)ient  jurors,  and  most  upright  judge,  volunteered  a  work  of  meri- 
torious supererogation,  by  burning  Governor  Kouinson's  house, 
furniture  and  library;  scenting  treason  in  book-^,  perhaps,  as  well  as 
in  types.  This  done,  they  sought  requital  for  their  toil,  in  the 
pleasant  sport  of  general  plunder ;  breaking  open  stores  and  dwell- 
ing houses,  and  carrying  otf  money,  goods,  clothing,  whatever 
portable  articles  of  value  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon. 

The  work  of  mid-day  burglary,  arson  and  robbery,  so  prosper- 
ously inaugurated  at  Lawrence,  went  on  during  the  >ucceeding 
months,  diversified  with  murder  and  other  crimes.  A  3Iissouri 
paper,  giving  the  testimony  of  disinterested  eye-witnesses,  thus 
describes  tiie  territory  a  tew  weeks  after  the  sack  of  Lawrence  : — 

"  Kansa-,  a  few  months  ago  a  smiling,  fresh  and  prolific  land, 
with  abundant  sustenance  for  all  who  might  seek  there  a  home,  is 
now  a  jiicture  of  desolation.  The  capture  of  Lawrence  deepened 
and  intensified  the  deadly  animosity  which  had  all  along  existed 
between  the  Pro-Slavery  and  Free  State  parties,  and  was  the  tini.>h- 
ing  stroke  to  a  series  of  events  which  turned  a  silent  but  watchful 
hatred  into  open  conflict." 

Acc(nmts  substantially  like  this  were  given  by  men  of  all  parties, 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  and  fall.  Particular 
facts  abound,  too,  in  confirmation  of  these  general  statements.  Once 
and  again,  Lawrence  was  menaced ;  Ossawattomie  was  plundered 
and  burned,  after  its  few  but  brave  defenders  had  been  driven  out 
by  overwhelmingly  superior  numbers ;  Franklin  was  repeatedly  the 
scene  of  deadly  strife;  the  Free  State  citizens  of  Leavenworth  were 
summarily  banished,  or,  attempting  to  resist,  were  butchered  in  their 
homes;  blood  was  flowing  everywhere,  not  alone  in  mutual  conflicts 
of  armed  antagonists,  but  from  the  death-  wounds  also,  of  unarmed, 
unresisting  men,  including  even  invalids  and  cripples,  whose  oidy 
crime  to  provoke  the  murderous  blow  was  holding  Anti-Slavery 
opinions,  or  perhaps  the  simple  fact  of  migration  fnnn  the  North. 

It  is  not  to  be  .-upposed  that  these  atrocities  were  long  endured 
by  the  Free  State  party,  without   resistance.     Finding  themselves 
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uni)rotcctcd  by  llie  Govcrnn>cnt,  wlictlicr  Torritorial  or  Federal, 
n-gardt'd  by  both  as  little  better  than  outlaws,  they  armed  and 
organized  for  seH-protcction,  and  taught  the  invaders  to  respect  their 
prowess,  if  not  their  rights.  But  no  sooner  was  it  plain  to  even 
Border  Kutiian  comprehension,  that  they  would  and  could  defend 
themselves,  than  the  Government  olH<'ials  became  sensible  of  the 
neces>ity  of  "preserving  the  peace."  Of  course,  in  doing  this 
important  duty,  they  showed  much  more  anxiety  to  keep  the  Free 
State  [)eople  out  of  mischief,  than  to  restrain  the  ruffian  hordes  of 
Atchison  and  Buford.  If  once  or  twice,  or  a  few  times,  per- 
haps, the  United  States  trooi)s  were  employed  to  check  the  move- 
ments of  these  bands, — as  when  they  threatened  an  attack  on  Law- 
rence in  September, — these  seem  rather  cases  of  exception  ;  and 
even  in  these  cases,  the  marauders  were  permitted  to  retire  with  all 
their  arms  and  miniitions  of  war,  ready  tor  future  operations ; 
whereas  the  Free  State  men,  when  only  suspected  of  intent  to  use 
their  weapons,  though  but  in  seli-defence,  were  in  repeated  instances 
required  to  give  them  up.  and  were  themselves  sometimes  detained 
as  pri.-oners.  Nor  were  those  found  under  arms  alone  imprisoned. 
To  have  been  active  in  the  measures  taken  for  ortranizinfr  a  State 
Government  under  the  Constitution  framed  at  Topeka,  and  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  rightful  voters  then  in  Kansas,  though  with 
no  intent  to  give  it  full  effect  till  ratified  by  Congress ;  to  have 
accepted  office  under  that  Constitution,  or  done  any  act  deriving  a 
wairant  from  it,  was  held  to  be  treason,  or  usurpation  of  office  ;  and 
on  one  or  other  of  these  convenient  pretexts,  numbers  of  the  most 
peaceable  and  worthy  citizens,  including  Governor  Robinson  and 
other  men  of  note,  were  indicted,  seized,  and  ke])t  confined  for 
weeks  and  months  in  tents  on  the  open  prairie,  or  in  miserable  sheds, 
guarded  by  United  States  soldiers,  and  awaiting  the  convenience  of 
the  Pro-Slavery  Court  to  try  them.  One  group  of  prisoners  were 
marched  in  chains,  under  a  burning  sun,  for  thirty  miles,  in  a  hot 
summer  day,  without  food  ;  though  nothing  could  be  found  against 
the  most  of  them,  which  even  Cato,  willing  tool  of  Slavery  as  he 
is,  could  construe  into  cause  for  their  detention,  and  therefore  all  but 
two  were  discharged,  upon  examination.  These  two,  as  members 
of  the  Topeka  Legislature,  were  held  for  trial  under  a  charge  of 
treason. 

The  dispersion  of  the  Topeka   Legislature,  on  the  5th  of  July, 
by  Colonel  Sumner  and  his  dragoons,  was  another  of  those  acts  of 
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illegal  force  designed  to  "crush  out"  the  Free  State  enterprise.  It 
is  true  the  President  disclaimed  it  afterwards,  alleging  that  it  was 
authorized  by  no  in>trm-tions  given  to  any  military  otficer.  But 
Col.  Sl'mnek's  evident  belief  that  he  had  no  discretion  in  the  matter, 
and  his  explicit  language,  "  I  am  called  upon  to  perform  the  most 
disagreeable  duty  of  my  lite,  under  the  authority  of  the  President's 
Proclamation,  *  *  *  *  according  to  my  orders,  I  command 
you  to  disperse,"  will  justify  some  question  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the 

President's memory  ;  and,  at  all  events,   will  leave  him   under 

the  imputation  of  having  given  orders  liable  to  be  construed  by  an 
intelligent  otHcer  loth  to  receive  them  in  that  sense,  as  imperatively 
re(iuiring  the  despotic  deed. 

In  view  of  facts  like  these,  indefinitely  multiplied,  the  friends  of 
freedom  in  and  out  of  Kansas  have  comi)laincd,  with  much  a]»pa- 
rent  reason,  that  the  General  Government  has  been  all  along  ihe 
mo-it  etft'ctive  ally  of  <li-order  and  misrule ;  and  have  ot'ten  said  that 
had  it  (inly  left  the  ''actual  settlers"  to  protect  themselves  without 
its  help  or  hindrance,  they  would  have  kept  the  peace  tar  better 
than  it  has  been  kept,  and  would  have  brought  the  question  which 
disturbs  it  much  nearer  than  it  now  is  to  a  final  settlement.  Their 
earnest  persuasives  would  have  made  the  attractions  of  "'  sweet 
home"  resistless  to  the  robber  ;:angs,  and  Kansas  would  now  have  a 
Territorial  Government  truly  representing  the  great  majority  of 
its  inhabitants ;  or  perhaps  ere  this  would  have  become  a  State,  as 
free  as  any  State  can  l)e  in  this  Shivcholding  Union. 

While  the  events  of  which  we  have  spoken  were  passing  in  the 
Terntory,  the  people  of  the  States  were  by  no  means  idle  spectators. 
iVll  over  the  North,  systematic  exertions  were  made,  by  organized 
societies  and  otherwise,  to  raise  money,  and  supply  food  and  clothing 
and  other  necessaries,  together  with  the  means  of  self-defence,  to 
the  suffering  and  imperilled,  yet  resolute  upholders  of  the  Free  State 
cause.  A  stream  of  emigration  from  every  Northern  Stxite  was 
setting  towards  the  territory ;  and  even  from  the  Slave  States 
came  some  accessions  to  the  ranks  of  freedom,  out  of  the  better 
portion  of  the  Non-Slaveholding  cla.'^s,  \yho,  having  felt  in  their  own 
depressed  condition  the  sad  etiects  of  Slavery,  would  gladly  save 
their  new  home  from  its  blight.  On  the  other  hand  the  South,  with 
equal  zeal  but  less  effectively,  contributed  to  su[)port  the  aggressive 
bands,  and  increase  the  immerical  strength  of  the  Pro-Slavery  party. 
A  correspondent  of  a  St.  Louis   paper,  writing  from  the  capital  of 
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Mis-^ouri,  charges  the  Governor  of  that  State  with  having  sent 
twelve  cannon  and  twenty-two  boxes  of  muskets  to  Strixciellow, 
to  assist  in  conquering  Kansas.  In  several  of  the  Slave  States, 
associations  were  formed,  in  imitation  of  the  Northern  Emigrant  Aid 
Societies,  to  organize,  equip  and  forward  companies  of  emigrants,  so 
called :  but,  unlike  their  Northern  rivals,  supplied  much  more 
abundantly  with  implements  of  War  than  with  those  of  peaceful 
industry.  The  comparative  weakness  of  the  South,  in  a  competition 
of  peaceful  emigration,  was  from  the  first  so  evident,  that  if  she  could 
j)roj)erly  be  said  to  have  tried  that  plan  at  all,  it  had  been  soon 
abandoned  for  that  of  armed  invasion.  It  was  ere  long  apparent 
that  this,  too,  must  fail,  if  a  free  course  were  open  to  both  parties  to 
send  in  reinforcements.  Small  foresight  was  sufficient  to  perceive 
that  if  the  issue  were  to  turn  on  superior  eihoiency  in  peopling  new 
iind  distant  regions,  or  even  in  maintaining  virtual  warfare  on  a 
field  remote  from  home,  the  North  was  sure  to  win. 

To  the  important  advantages  manifest  at  the  outset,  of  a  denser, 
UJore  enterjirising  and  more  industrious  j)oj>ulation,  and  consequently 
greater  surjilus  f()r  migration,  and  greater  material  wealth,  the 
event  of  the  first  earnest  encounter-;  of  arms  revealed  that  she  could 
add,  what  evidently  her  adversaries  had  never  reckoned  on,  and 
were  somewhat  amazed  at  meeting,  a  cool  and  steady  courage,  a 
valor  resolute  as  calm,  far  more  effective  than  the  blustering  ferocity 
of  Buford's  vagrant  cut-throats,  and  Atchison's  pot-valiant 
bullies. 

lint  these  advantages  were  offset  by  one  u{)on  the  other  side  so 
great  that,  for  a  time,  it  almost  seemed  enough  to  turn  the  scale 
ugain-t  them  all.  The  road  to  the  disj)uted  territory  lay  across 
^li<souri,  traversing  the  whole  breadth  of  that  State.  The  Free 
State  emigrants  must  go  through  what  had  now  become  in  effect  an 
et\eray's  country,  and  must  travel  on  the  Mis^ouri  Kiver  steamboats, 
manned  and  officered  by  partizans  of  Slavery,  or  at  least,  by  those 
who  would  not  choose  to  imperil  themselves  or  their  pecuniary 
intere-ts  by  a  friendly  or  even  an  impartial  bearing  towards  their 
Northern  passengers.  The  policy  of  the  Pro-Slavery  party  then 
■w:is  obvious.  It  was  to  muster  overwhelming  numbers  at  a  few 
|K>ints  where  the  boats  would  touch,  l)lockade  the  river,  and  cut  off 
all  succor  of  men  and  arms,  munitions  and  provisions  from  the 
devoted  friends  of  freedom  in  thr  territory.  That  law,  and  Consti- 
tuiiou,  and  the  rights  of  peaceful  travellers  would  all  be  violated  by 
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this  f;luittiii<T  up  of  a  national  liigliway  aj^ainst  two-thirds  of  the 
peo{)le  of  the  c<nmlry,  was  nothing  to  the  Slave  Power,  which  know.i 
no  right  but  its  own  interest,  no  hiw  but  its  own  will.  The  plan 
was  tried.  Large  l»odies  of  Missourians,  many  of  them,  it  is  said, 
armed  with  United  States  muskets,  beset  the  river  at  eonvenient 
points,  planted  cannon  to  command  the  landing  places,  intercepted 
companies  and  single  persons  from  the  North,  robbed  them  of 
arras  and  sometimes  otlier  property,  and  held  them  (•a[>tive  till  the 
returning  boats  had  landed  them  in  Illinois.  Men  of  all  classes  in 
"Western  ^lissouri  lent  their  aid  to  these  high-haiuted  outrages.  For 
a  time  the  mob  rulecl  all  th<'  boats  above  Lexington,  and  all  the 
river  towns  announced  tlieir  determination  to  allow  no  einii^rant  from 
the  North  to  enter  Kan-as  by  that  route.  A  nio<t  respectable  Com- 
mittee sent  from  the  North  to  ascertain  the  state  of  things,  "  learned 
at  St.  Louis,"  as  their  report  avers,  "  that  no  Anti-Slavery  man  who 
scorned  to  deny  or  conceal  his  name  and  -entiments,  could  attempt 
to  enter  Kansas  by  the  Missouri  River,  without  great  ri-k  of  being 
insulted,  abused  and  turned  I>ack.  Men  going  tjuiitly  about  their 
business,  not  proclaiming  Anti-Slaverj'  sentiments,"  were  not 
exempt  from  mole.-tation,  if  they  ••  had  strong  convictions,  and 
would  not  deny  thtin  when  called  for.  *  ♦  *  Xo  a  system  of 
espionage  which  apes  the  Austrian,  w;i>;  added  a  system  of  brigand- 
age which  excels  the  Neapolitan." 

But  the  Northern  immigrants  were  too  much  in  earnest  to  be  de- 
feated by  these  obstacles.  By  a  long  circuit  through  Iowa  and  Nebras- 
ka, they  pursued  their  way,  the  several  companies  and  scattered  groups 
gradually  uniting  into  larger  bands,  and  after  many  days  of  patient  toil, 
at  length  arrived  upon  the  Northern  border  of  Kansas.  Meanwhile 
a  rumor  reached  the  East,  that  the  Missourians,  anticipating  their 
a<lvance,  had  thrown  a  formidable  force  between  them  and  the 
settlements,  to  intercept  their  march  ;  and  that  the  settlers,  now 
hemmed  in  on  every  side,  cut  otF  from  all  supplies  from  without,  and 
unable  in  the  general  disorder  to  provide  the  means  of  sustenance 
at  home,  were  in  imminent  danger  of  actual  starvation,  should  they 
escape  tlui  weapons  of  their  enemies.  While  the  keenest  solicitude 
and  no  slight  alarm  were  felt  throughout  the  North  by  reason  of 
these  reports,  the  next  intelligence  received  here  was  that  the 
settlers  having  rallied  to  repel  the  ^lissourian  raid.  Shannon, 
instead  of  using  the  military  force  at  his  disposal  to  drive  back  the 
invaders,  had  straightway  liastened,  in  a  sort  of  panic — or  it  might 
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have  l""'"  'I  drunken  frenzy — to  proclaim  the  territory  in  a  state  of 
in?tirr<iii"ii?  and  call  on  all  lau-abiding  citizens  to  aid  the  authoi'^ 
ities  ill  I'l'i-x-'rviiig  the  peace  and  protecting  the  people's  rights,  [as  if 
"the  iiiiihorities "  were  not  themselves  the  worst  enemies  "the 
people"  li»<l  to  fear,]  and  denouncing  the  parties  approaching  the 
Northern  border,  as  bands  of  lawless  men,  coming  in  arms  to  aid 
the  insurgent  movements  in  the  territory.  Remembering  that 
•Shannon's  ''law-abiding  citizens,"  except  a  small  minority  of  actual 
residenl-<  in  Kansas,  were  the  rabble  of  Missouri  Borderers  whose 
intrusions,  whether  as  illegal  voters,  or  as  "Territorial  Militia,"  had 
been  the  chief  disturbance  from  the  first,  this  pioclamation  needed 
no  intei|>irter  to  make  it  understood  as  an  otlicial  invitation  to  fresh 
deeds  of  \  iolence,  by  the  same  heretofore  loo  willing  hands,  and 
especiallN  to  a  general  onset  upon  the  advancing  companies  which 
it  denoniu  rd.  But  lor  some  reason,  ])ossibly  because  the  temper  of 
the  Noiilurn  sted  had  been  already  tested  to  their  sati.-faction, 
no  atl<  »pi:>i^' r('sj)onse  a])pears  to  have  been  made-  by  "the  law- 
abidini: '  1^' il'i^  t-all ;  and  Shannon  not  long  after  giving  place  to 
Gkaio.  .1  vli-pensation  in  some  mea>ur('  new  was  inaugurated  under 
the  new  vh  ua>Iy.  Tiie  Mis>ourians  were  "disbanded,"  (not  dis- 
armed, lu'wever.)  shortly  after  this,  and  the  territorial  militia  was 
coraposv^i  of  those  who  had  a  right  to  form  it. 

But  j!;^  new  Governor  took  care  to  impress  upon  the  people  that 
a  chang<-  of'  measures  did  not  imply  a  change  of  pu^po^e.  The 
"  law>."-~ii>cluding  in  that  term  the  huge  atrocities  enacted  into 
statute  ^'^•-l^  by  that  lawless  conclave,  calling  itself  the  Territorial 
Le"-isla;vv. — must  be  obeyed  ;  and  that  illegal  body  must  be  recog- 
nized a>  »htit  it  claimed  to  be.  With  much  fair  speech,  and  doubt- 
less mor;  of  good  intention  than  of  clear  jierception,  the  Governor 
cominen^vd  his  brief  career;  imagining,  apparently,  that  he  could 
reconeik  -ie  ultimate  designs  of  his  suj)eriors  at  Washington  with  a 
decent  n-ii-'^l  for  the  rights  of  the  people  whom  he  ruled ;  an  error 
which  It^"'  >eemed  passing  strange,  with  even  his  own  estimate  of 
his  abili;>.'s,  had  not  the  course  of  his  administration  sho\\Ti  his 
icnoranc!  'i'  l>oth  elements  of  the  problem.  He  evidently  neither 
knew  whi  ^K'  had  been  sait  to  do,  nor  understood  the  position  and 
relative  r:i';:->  of  those  he  had  come  to  govern  ;  but  seems  to  have 
sup]»o~ei]  r'.i:  all  the  talk  of  his  employer.- about  jiopular  sovereignty 
had  real!>  J  meaning,  not  quite  the  opposite  of  what  was  said,  and 
that  his  iii-y  was  to  see  it  measurably  put  in  })iactice  ;  and  also  that 
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tho  poople  of  tlie  territory,  though  they  might  have  roa.^on  to  com- 
phiin  of  some  particular  enaotments  of  the  so-called  Legislature,  had 
yet  no  right  to  treat  the  whole  code  as  invalid  through  lack  of  legal 
power  in  its  enactors.  So,  while  he  speaks  of  "changes  of  the 
laws"  which  he  "may  deem  desirable,"  he  "would  invoke  the 
utmost  forbearance  from  citizen?  who  deem  themselves  aggrieved 
by  recent  legislation," — as  if  the  "  legislation,"  not  the  Legislature, 
were  the  real  grievance, — and  while  coolly  counseling  them,  as  "a 
sure  and  peaceable  remedy,"  to  "ask  the  next  Legislature  to  revise 
any  and  all  laws,"  he  calls  upon  them  "to  refrain  from  violation  of  the 
present  statutes;"  most  innocently  unconscious,  or  affecting  so  to 
be,  that  those  very  statutes  had  already  foreordained  "  the  next  Leg- 
islature" to  be  a  perfect  antitype  of  its  usurping  predecessor.  It  look 
some  time  to  unlearn  his  false  notions,  and  his  policy,  meanwhile, 
tliDUgh  a  more  decent  one  than  Shannon's,  was  in  effect  no  less 
Pro-Slavery.  It  was  more  politic  to  uphold  "the  Territorial  Govern- 
ment" without  a  Border  Kutliau  militia,  and  use  the  United  States 
troops,  instead  of  Buford's  brigands,  in  disarming  the  Free  State 
immigrants  now  coming  in  upon  the  Northei'U  border.  It  had  a 
rather  better  look,  and  was  less  likely  also  to  provoke  resistance ;  as 
the  Free  State  men  had  never  questioned  the  authority  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  and  its  immediate  agents. 

But  whatever  might  have  been  Geary's  views  or  expectations  at 
the  outset  of  his  career,  he  doubtless  grew  in  wisdom  with  its 
progress,  and  was  not  long  in  learning  that  the  work  expected  at 
Washington,  of  a  Governor  of  Kansas,  required  more  nerve  and  less 
conscience  than  had  fallen  to  his  share.  Baffled  by  Lecompte  in 
his  attempt  to  bring  notorious  murderers  to  justice;  deceived  and 
disappointed  by  the  President's  neglect  to  redeem  the  pledges  on 
which  he  had  accepted  his  commission ;  convinced  that  the  Free 
State  men  of  Kansas  were  not  the  turbulent,  rebellious  faction  which 
the  lying  organs  of  the  Government  described  them,  tliat  the  truth 
outwent  the  rumor  of  their  wrongs  endured  from  Slavery's  emissa- 
ries, and  that  protection  or  redress  for  them  was  not  the  purpose  of 
the  higher  powers ;  he  resigned  in  hardly  ?ix  months  after  taking  it, 
an  otfice  which  he  was  not  thorough  slare  enough  of  party  accept- 
ably to  till.  The  duties  of  the  office  then  devolv(!d  on  Secn;tary 
Woodson,  a  man  who  at  an  earlier  day  had  signalized  his  zeal  for 
enslaving  Kansas,  by  abusing  his  official  power  to  stimulate  and 
suuctioa    one    of    the    Missouriau    inroads.      'Ihe    new   President, 
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Buchanan,  has  since  appointed  to  the  post,  Korert  J.  Walker, 
well  known  for  his  services  to  the  cause  of  Slaverv-Exten-ion.  par- 
ticularly in  i)romotin<x  the  annt'xation  oi'Tfxa< — a  snflicitnt  pin-sage, 
doubtless,  of  iiis  future  policy  as  Governor  of  Kansas. 

The  attitude  of  the  Federal  Executive  through  all  these  scenes 
of  turmoil  may  be  readily  infeiTed  from  what  has  been  related. 
But  we  are  not  left  to  inference  alone.  Soon  after  Geary  had 
succeeded  Shannon,  the  National  Kan>as  Committee  appealed 
directly  to  the  President,  with  jiossibly  some  hope  of  moving  him 
to  justice,  but  probably  expecting  little  more  than  to  learn  from  his 
own  li[)-:,  and  so  be  able  to  make  known  authintically,  how  far  he 
had  api)roved  and  would  sustain  the  course  of  his  subordinates. 
This  latter  end  was  gained,  indeed,  but  the  appeal  drew  forth,  as 
mu-t  have  been  expected,  small  consolation  fur  the  sufferers  in  Kan- 
sa-,  and  small  encouragement  to  the  cau-e  of  Freedom  there. 

The  President  accused  the  Kan.-a-  Aid  Societies  of  stirring  up 
rebellion,  and  said  the  sufferings  of  the  settlers  were  of  their  own 
seeking  :  [as  those  of  all  men  arc  who  stand  for  right  against  power;] 
that  doubtless  each  side  was  to  blame,  but  he  could  not  determine 
between  them  ;  that  he  must  be  guided  by  otticial  ri'ports,  and  these 
were  very  different  from  the  statements  which  had  gone  abroad ; 
that  no  armed  invasion  need  be  apprehended,  but  if  there  should  be 
one,  it  would  be  rej>elled,  come  whence  it  might  ;  [the  inroads  of  the 
"militia"  from  Missouri  of  cour-e  were  not  '•  inva>ion<  ;'"]  tliat  the 
business  of  the  troo[»s  in  Kansas  was  not  to  prevent  or  correct  out- 
rages, unless  amounting  to  invasion  or  in-urrection  ;  [and  resistance 
to  the  usurping  Territorial  authorities  being  '*  in>urrection."  while 
incursions  of  Missouri  borderers  at  the  call  of  Shannon.  "Woodson 
or  their  underlings  is  not  "invasion,"  the  troops  mu>t  crush  the 
former,  but  not  oppose  the  latter  :]  that  application  tor  redress  of 
wrongs  should  be  made  to  the  civil  power ;  [it?elf  the  foremost 
wrong,  and  ])arent  or  guardian  of  nearly  all  the  rest ;]  the  courts 
were  open  to  all  classes  without  distinction ;  [to  work  wickedness 
under  the  forms  of  law,  and  give  opj)ression  a  judicial  warrant :] 
that  no  authentic  information  had  reached  the  Executive,  of  any 
one  who  had  sought  redress  at  the  liand>  ol'  the  civil  power  in  Kan- 
sas, and  tidied  to  obtain  it ;  [the  wolve-  had  not  ofhcially  reporl'-d 
any  ca.-e  of  negh-et  on  th-  ir  jirj-t  to  atlrnd  to  the  hunb>'  eoniplaini-;] 
if  one  such  case  had  been  presented,  lie  would  have  renmvt  d  tin- 
offending  official ;   [witness  notorious  murderers  kept  in  office  :]  that 
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if  llio  majority  of  th(>  peojile  of  Kaii^as  luul  wanted  peace,  [it  is 
then  ''a  majon'ty"  who  wWl  not  liave  p<'ac('  on  his  terms,]  they 
could  have  had  it,  and  the  way  to  set  it  was  for  tlie  settlers  to  frown 
down  all  agitation  growing  out  of'  ditierence  of  opinion  about  their 
local  institutions;  [that  is,  sit  (juiet,  and  let  Slavery  be  introduced 
without  opi)Osition  or  remonstrance;]  that  the  affair  at  Lawrence 
had  given  him  great  anxiety,  and  the  outrages  there  were  not  done 
by  authority;  [save  of  that  '"civil  power,"  and  of  those  '"courts"  to 
which  the  President  would  send  the  victims  for  redress ;]  that  he 
admitted  mistakes  had  been  made,  as  is  evident  in  his  removing 
Shann'ON,  but  an  impartial  man  has  now  gone  out,  who  will  see  jus- 
tice done  to  both  parties;  [and  for  trying  so  to  do  will  receive  such 
treatment  tVoni  the  President,  that  in  six  months  or  less  he  will  be 
drivt'ii  to  resign  in  sheer  despair  of  doing  any  good  against  the  com- 
bined hostility  of  Pro-Slavery  rutiianism  in  the  Territory,  and  Pro- 
Slavery  [)olitics  at  'Wa-hington  ;]  that  the  people  have  a  constitu- 
tional right  to  bear  arm-,  and  the  Government  has  no  right  to 
di-arm  them;  [and  >o  the  Southern  gang<  of  marauders  must  be 
allowed  to  keep  the  weapons  they  have  used  in  a  savage  and 
aggressive  warfare,  and  only  Free  State  "  rebels  "  be  deprived  of  arms 
i'ni[)loycd  inseli-dcfcnce  ;]  and,  to  crown  all,  that  the  civil  power  of  the 
Territory,  [set  up  by  fraud  and  lawless  force,  without  a  shadow  of  right, 
and  ^carcely  a  shadow  of  legality,]  must  be  maintained,  and  no  change 
in  the  policy  of  thi;  Administration,  [the  policy  of  upholding  with  bay- 
onets a  government  b:u-;ed  on  audacious  usurpation,]  is  to  be  expected, 
of  course.  Nobody  who  knows  the  vassalage  of  the  Administration 
to  the  Slave-Power  ever  did  expect  its  policy  to  cliange,  unless 
from  bad  to  worse.  What  hope  has  Freedom  from  an  Administra- 
tion created  and  ctMitroUed  liy  Slavery?  AV^e  have  now,  it  is  true, 
another  President,  but  no  reason,  therefore,  to  anticipate  a  better 
policy;  for  he,  too,  like  his  predecessor,  is  a  creature  of  the  Slave- 
Power,  and  will  not  be  permitted,  even  if  he  desires,  to  thwart  its 
purposes.  His  Inaugural  Address  has  indeed  some  fair-seeming 
words  about  '*  Popular  Sovereignty  ;"  declaring  that 

"It  is  the  imperative  and  indispensable  duty  of  the  Governmi-nt 
of  the  llniled  Slates  to  secure  to  eren/  resident  in/iubitunf  the  free 
and  independent  expres-iion  of  his  opinion  by  his  vote.  This 
sacred  ritjht  of  fdch  individual  must  be  preserved.  This  being 
accomplished,  nothing  can  be  fairer  than  to  leave  the  I'eople  of  a 
Territory  free   from    all  foreign   interference  to  decide   their  own 
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destiny  for   themselves,   subject   only    to    tlie    Constitution    of  tlie 
Unitf'd  States." 

But  we  hear  of  uo  measure  which  he  has  taken  to  make  good  his 
words  nor  did  we  ever  suppose  he  would  take  any  such.  1  hat 
complete  embodiment  of  "foreign  interference,"  the  Border  Kuffian 
Govenmient,  he  recognizes  as  legal  and  rightful,  and  its  enactments 
he  treats  as  binding  laws.  The  infamous  Lfxompte,  whom  even 
PiEKCE  attempted  to  remove,  still  holds  the  judicial  seat  which  he 
has  prostituted  to  the  aid  of  usurpation  and  the  abetting  of  open 
crime.  Murderers  and  robbers  still  retain  important  offices  in  the 
Territory,  and,  under  the  shadow  of  Executive  favor,  plot  fresh  out- 
rages upon  its  inhabitants.  Everything  indicates  that  Slavery  still 
sits  in  the  Executive,  though  in  the  person  of  another  minister  of  its 
will. 

In  another  department  of  the  General  Government,  the  rule  of 
Slavery  was  not  so  undisputed.  The  House  of  Representatives, 
having  in  large  part  been  chosen  at  the  first  white  heat  of  excite- 
ment caused  by  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  Kestriction, 
contained  a  small  majority  against  the  policy  of  Slavery-Extension. 
To  this  was  due  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  early  in  last 
Spring,  to  go  to  Kansas,  and  investigate  the  frauds  in  the  previous 
elections  there.  On  the  first  day  of  July,  the  Report  of  that  Com- 
mittee was  presented  to  the  House,  with  the  voluminous  evidence 
sustaining  its  conclusions.  It  has  been  truly  said  that  "  such  another 
record  of  political  villany  and  ruffian  violence  can  scarcely  be  found 
in  all  history."  Though  the  main  fact  it  brings  to  view  was  men- 
tioned in  our  last  Report,  and  has  been  often  incidentally  alluded  to 
in  this,  yet  as  upon  it  hinge  the  merits  of  the  whole  subsequent  con- 
troversy on  the  Kansas  question,  we  give  in  full  the  summing  up 
of  the  Committee's  Report. 

"  Your  Committee  report  the  following  facts  and  conclusions,  as 
established  by  the  testimony : — 

First:  That  each  election  in  the  Territory  held  under  the  organic 
or  alleired  Territorial  law  has  been  carried  bv  organized  inva-ions 
from  tlie  State  of  Mis'^ouri.  by  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
have  been  jirevented  fiom  exercising  the  ri^jhts  secured  to  them  by 
the  organic  law. 

Second:  That  the  alleged  Territorial  Legi.-lature  wa~  an  illegally 
constituted  body,  and  had  no  power  to  pass  valid  laws,  and  their  en- 
actments are,  therefore,  null  and  void. 
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IVii'rd:  That  these  ulk'j^tHl  hi\v>  liave  not,  as  a  jrencral  tliinjr,  been 
used  to  protect  persons  and  property,  and  to  puni>h  wrong,  but  for 
unhiwt'ul  purposes. 

Fourth:  That  the  eh'etion  nnd(;r  which  the  sitting  Delegate,  JoilN 
W.  AN'mTFiKLD,  hohls  his  scat  was  not  held  in  i)ursuancc  of  any 
valid  law,  and  that  it  sIk^uUI  be  regarded  oidy  as  the  expression  of 
the  choice  ottho-c  residiMit  citizens  who  voted  tor  him. 

Fifth:  That  the  election  under  which  the  contesting  Delegate, 
AxDiiKW  H.  Rkedku.  claims  his  seat  was  not  held  in  pursuance  of 
law,  and  that  it  should  be  regarded  only  as  the  expression  of  the 
choice  of  the  resident  citizens  who  voted  for  him. 

Sixth:  That  .V^•DRK^y  H.  Ki.kder  received  a  greater  number 
of  votes  of  resident  citizens  than  JoHX  "W.  Whitfield,  for  Del- 
egate. 

Seventh:  That  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Territory,  a  fair 
election  cannot  be  held  without  a  new  census,  a  >tringent  and  well 
guarded  election  law,  the  selection  of  impartial  Judges,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  United  States  troops  at  every  place  of  election. 

Eighth:  That  the  various  elections  Iield  by  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, preliminary  to  the  t'ormation  of  the  State  Government,  have 
l)een  as  regular  as  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  Territory  wcjuld 
allow;  and  that  the  Constitution  {)as>ed  by  the  Convention,  lu'ld  in 
pursuance  of  said  elections,  embodies  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the 
people." 

On  the  third  of  July,  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  a  bill 
admitting  Kansas  to  the  Union  as  a  Free  State,  under  the  Topcka 
Constitution.  On  the  2'.tth,  it  passed  a  bill  forliidding  prosecutions 
for  violations  of  the  so-called  Territorial  laws  of  Kansas,  and  com- 
manding the  immediate  dismissal  of  all  prosecutions  already  com- 
menced, and  the  immediate  release  of  all  persons  under  arrest  for 
such  alleged  offence;  also  restoring  the  Missouri  Compromise  Re- 
striction, and  repealing  all  the  enactments  of  the  pretended  Legisla- 
ture of  Kansas ;  but  virtually  permitting  Slavery  in  the  Territory 
till  the  first  of  Jaiuiary,  1858.  Both  these  bills  were  of  course 
rejected  by  the  strong  Pro-Slavery  majority  of  the  S<Miate,  and  con- 
sequently were  of  no  avail,  except  as  testimonies  by  the  body  passing 
them,  in  flivor  of  the  just  demands  of  the  people  of  Kansas.  To 
little  else  amounted  the  njection  of  the  claim  of  Whitfield, 
elected  by  the  Border  RulHan  party,  to  the  seat  of  Delegate  to 
Congress.  The  like  claim  of  Reeder,  chosen  by  the  Free  State 
party,  was  rejeeted  also,  on  the  ground  of  informality  in  the  election, 
although  it  was  admitted  that  he  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by 
actual  citizens  of  the  Territory.     For  several  weeks  the  House  and 
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Senate  struggled  over  the  appropriation  bills,  tlio  former  inserting, 
and  the  latter  striking  out,  araendmiMits  forbiiMinj:  the  employment 
of  the  army  to  enforce  the  so-called  Ti-rritorial  laws.  As  both 
stood  firm  to  the  end  of  the  regular  session,  it  closed  without 
the  passage  of  those  bills ;  but  an  extra  session  was  immediately 
called,  and  after  holding  out  for  eight  or  nin«'  days  longer,  the 
House  at  last  gave  way,  and  the  Slave-Power,  as  it:5  custom  is, 
prevailed. 

The  last  move  thus  far,  in  the  Kansas  game,  is  the  taking  of 
preliminary  steps,  by  the  Ruffian  Legislatuiv  and  its  subordinates, 
for  holding  a  Convention  to  frame  a  State  Constitution.  Of  course, 
especial  care  is  taken  to  ensure  a  majtiriiy  of  l*ix)-Slavcry  delegates, 
even  if  the  Free  State  party  should  take  \n\vi  in  the  electicm  ; 
which,  however,  they  have  wisely  resolved  not  to  do.  The  census 
to  form  a  basis  for  a])])ortionment  of  delegates  is  taken  by  the 
usurping  Sheriflfs  or  Judges  of  Probate  ;  the  latter  are  sole  arbiters 
of  all  disputes  as  to  the  eorreetness  of  the  lists  of  voters,  and  are 
to  appoint  the  judges  of  election  and  the  places  of  voting.  The 
Governor  is  to  apportion  the  delegates  to  the  several  districts. 
None  but  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  on  the  first  of  April  are  to 
vote,  and  the  election  is  to  be  governed  by  "  the  Statutes,"  that  is, 
the  enactments  of  the  usurpers.  No  provision  is  made  for  sub- 
mitting the  Constitution  to  the  j)eo})le.  In  view  of  all  these 
shrewd  precautions,  it  may  be  written  down  as  a  foregone  con- 
clusion, that  the  Convention  will  be  Pro-Slavery,  will  frame  a 
Constitution  fastening  Slavery  on  the  infant  State,  and  will  send 
it  straight  to  Congress,  without  so  much  as  "by  your  leave,"  to  the 
peojde  of  the  Territory.  It  will  come  before  a  Congress  less  favor- 
able even  than  the  last  to  impartial  Freedom. 


Oregon. 

While  thus  pushing  its  demands  in  Kansas,  the  Slave-Power  has 
not  been  unmindful  of  its  interests  elsewhere.  There  is  evidence 
which  seems  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt,  that  the  project  is  seriously 
entertained  of  making  Oregon  a  Slave  State.  A  correspondent 
of  the  New  Fork  Tribune,  writing  from  that  Territory,  says,  "the 
real,  earnest  advocates  of  Slavery,  not  only  in  the  abstract,  but  in 
the  actual,    and    its    immediate  introduction    here,  are   a  far  more 
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numerous  ami  influential  class  than  has  been  commonly  supposed, 
and  their  capability  for  mischief  should  not  be  sneeringly  de- 
preciated." Another  writer  testifies  that  only  one  of  the  six  politi- 
cal papers  in  the  Territory  has  spoken  out  in  favor  of  makin;^ 
Oregon  a  Free  State,  and  adds ;  "  the  other  live  have  chosen  to 
avoid  all  discussion  of  this  question.  Even  of  those  who  admit 
that  Slavery  would  be  a  curse  to  Oregon,  a  good  many,  it  is  said, 
are  disposed  to  legalize  it,  merely  to  spite  the  '  Black  Re{)ublicans ;' 
while  the  trading  politicians,  who  are  not  less  numerous  in  Oregon 
than  cl-ewhcre,  hope  by  such  a  manoeuvre  to  recommend  them- 
selves to  Slaveholding  favor  and  Presidential  patronage.  Oregon, 
during  the  last  two  years,  has  been  Hooded  with  South-side  speeches 
and  documents,  franked  thither  Irom  Washington,  while  no  cor- 
responding effort  has  been  made  to  counteract  their  poisonous  in- 
fluence. Thus,  while  Kansas  is  carried  off  from  us  by  force,  we 
are  in  not  less  danger  of  losinor  Oregon  bv  stealth."  And  a  eor- 
respondent  of  the  National  £ra,  who  says  he  has  been  "  for  many 
years  a  dweller  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacitic,"  speaks  of  allusions 
in  the  Eastern  papers  ''  to  l\w  expected  de/ioueinent  of  the  long 
and  undisturbid  plot  of  ^Ii.-;ouri  Democracy  on  the  Pacific  shores, 
in  the  silent  development  of  a  State  Constitution  favorable  to 
Slavery  in  Oregon  ; "'  and  says,  '•  I  trust  you  will  not  pass  them 
by  as  premature  and  unreasonable  fears.  They  are  actual  and 
imminent  facts,  and  deserve  your  serious  consideration.  And  de- 
riving importixnce  from  the  New  P>a  proclaimed  from  the  United 
States  Supreme  Bench,  and  inaugurated  with  Mr.  Blchanan, 
they  should  receive  the  attention  of  every  reflecting  lover  of  Free- 
dom. I  have  s+'en  the  close  but  gradual  preparation  of  the  minds 
of  the  Oregon  people,  under  the  leadership  of  their  Democratic 
Slave  Propagandists,  for  this  sequtd  in  a  State  Constitution." 

It  is  easy  to  say  that  this  alarm  is  groundless.  We  wish  it  may 
be,  and  {)erhaps  it  is  ;  but,  we  cannot  forg<'t  that  fifteen  years  ago 
the  annexation  of  Tex;isi  was  regarded  at  the  North  as  a  most 
improbable,  if  not  an  impo>sible  event ;  that  ten  years  later  nobody 
dreamed  of  danger  to  the  Missouri  Compromise  Restriction,  or 
beliived  tliat  any  satw  politician  would  ever  propose  in  earnest  the 
acqui-iiioii  of  C'lilia  ;  yet  Texas  has  been  for  a  dozen  years  a 
member  of  the  Union,  the  compact  of  1820  was  perfidiously  re- 
pudiated almost  three  years  ago,  and  the  autlior  of  the  O-ieiid 
Manifesto  now  >iis  in  thr    1' residential   Chair.      It   can  do  no  harm 
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to  keep  in  mind   ilic   familiar  maxim  about  tho  price  of  Liberty. 
Even  over-watelifuliK'Ss  is  better  thau  unwarranted  security* 


Foreign  Slave-Trade. 

Another  danger  begins  to  loom  up  in  the  di^tance,  if  indeed   it   is 
still  distant.     An  assault   has  already  been  proi)Ose(l,  if  not  com- 
menced, upon  the  laws  which  forbid   the  foreign  Slave-trade.      The 
Slave-consuming   States,  imj)atient  of   that    restriction  which  coni- 
j)els   them  to   {)ay,   for  their   human   chattels,   to   the    Slave-selling 
States,  five  or  ten  times  the   cost   of  similar  commodities   in  Africa, 
are  beginning   to   call   lor  free  trade  in  men.     Governor  Adams, 
of  South  Carolina,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
urges  the   mea>un>    with  much   emphasis,  and  such  show  of  ai'gu- 
ment  as  the  nature  of  the  case  admits.     He  says,  that  '•  to  maintain 
our  position  we  niu-t    have   clieaj)  lal)or,"  which   "  can  be   obtained 
in  but  oneway,  —  by   re-opening  the   African    Slave-trade."     The 
feeling    "  which    starts    back   at  the    idea  of  legalizing  the    Slave- 
trade,"'  he   thinks  "  is   a  diseased  sentimentality;"  and  "the  belief 
that  Slavery  is    wrong"  is   due  to  "  a  canting  philanthropy,"  and 
Southern  opinion  has   been    so  changed   by  investigation,  that  "we 
now   regard  it   as   the   most   tafe    and  stable  basis  for  free  institu- 
tions."    The  clo>ing  of  the  Slave-trade  destroyed  "  the  equilibrium 
between    the    North    and    the    South,"  .^d    of  course   it  must  be 
opened,  to  restorv  that  equilibrium.     Moreover,  if  Slaves  in  plenty 
cannot  ha  had.   thert-    will  be  a  supply  of  another  kind  of  labor, 
"antagonistic  to  our  institutions;  "  and  "the  introduction  of  a  ])Opu- 
lation  alien  to  u>   by    birth,    training,  and  education,  must   lead  to 
that  conflict  betwe«.i\   capital  and  labor  which   makes   it  so  difficult 
to    maintain   fit-e    institutions  in   all   wealthy    and  highly  civilized 
nations,"    unbles-^\l    with    the    conservative    influence    of   Slavery. 
Moreover,    honor  as    well  as    interest    is   at    stake.     "  The   act  of 
Congress,  declaring  the   Slave-trade  piracy,  is  a  brand  upon  us  ; " 
for   "  if   the  trade   Iv  piracy,   the   Slave   must    be  plunder."     The 
Governor's  logic    i<   Mtund    here,  at   least.      He   feels  it    a  duty  to 
urge  the  Legislatur>   "  to  withdraw  "  its   "assent  to  an  act  which  is 
a   direct    condenitiunon   of   our    institutions."     Of  course,   Carolina 
has  only  to  "  witri..l--.\\  l,.r  a>?ent,"  and  the  act  becomes  void.     His 
argument  eoneludo  ftiu-  :  — 
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"  To  us  have  been  committed  the  fortunes  of  this  peculiar  form 
of  society,  resulting  from  the  union  of  uneciual  races.  It  has  vin- 
(licati'd  its  claim  to  the  approbation  of  an  ciiliirhtcncd  humanity. 
It  lias  civilizt'il  and  Chri-tianizt-d  the  African.  It  has  exalted  the 
white  race  itself  to  hi^rher  ho[)es  and  purposes,  and  it  is,  perhaps, 
of  the  most  sacre<l  ol)li<»;ation  that  we  should  jjive  it  the  means  of 
expansion,  and  that  we  should  press  it  forward  to  a  perpetuity  of 
progress." 

The  Richmond  Empnrer^  as  might  be  expected  of  a  leading 
organ  of  a  Slave-selling  State,  opposes  the  Carolina  project;  — 
not,  however,  as  being  unjust  or  inhuman,  but  solely  as  being  im- 
politic, and  likely  to  increase  the  ditliculty  of  maintaining  Slavery 
itself,  against  the  growing  numl)(>rs  and  power  of  its  assailants.  It 
says,  '•  In  logic  and  in  morals,  Governor  Adams  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent when  he  declares  that  if  the  Slave-trade  be  piracy,  Slave 
property  is  plunder.  We  frankly  acknowledge  that  the  laws  which 
condemn  the  Slave-trade  imply  an  aspersion  upon  the  character  of 
the  South.  Still,  we  maintain  that  it  is  not  wise  or  expedient  in 
the  South  to  attempt  to  reestablish  the  traflTic.  ****** 
*  *  *  The  States  of  the  South  are  not  yet  prepared  to  defy 
the  public  opinion  and  to  provoke  the  positive  hostility  of  the  fore- 
most powers  of  Christendom  ;  and  the  attempt  to  re-open  the  traffic 
in  African  negroes  would  inevitably  draw  this  penalty  upon  us. 
*****  It  is  idle  to  deny  that  Slavery  is  condemned  by 
the  public  opinion  of  the  world.  The  States  of  the  South  are 
cut  off  from  the  sympathies  of  the  most  despotic  as  well  as  the 
most  po[)ular  Governments  of  P^urope.  Is  it  the  policy  of  the 
South  still  further  to  embarrass  its  position,  still  more  scornfully  to 
defy  the  opinion  of  the  world  —  to  inflame  the  zeal  and  multiply 
the  number  of  its  enemies  ?" 

Another  numbeT  of  the  same  paper,  speaking  of  "  what  Aboli- 
tion has  effected,"  says,  "  it  was  wonderfully  successful,  in  pro- 
curing laws  to  punish  the  ^Vlncan  Slave-trade  as  piracy,  in  taking 
it  out  of  the  hands  of  honest,  law-abiding  men,  who  carried  it  on 
under  the  regulations  of  law,  and  with  an  approach  to  humanity. 
«««•***««*«     jjjjj  WiLHERFORCE  and  his 

compeers  been  wise,  [)rudent,  and  practical  men,  sound  philosophers 
and  statesmen,  they  would  have  thrown  more  of  legal  regulation 
around  this  trade,  not  liave  attempted  to  '  expel  nature '  by 
arresting    it.       This    wiw    tlie    first     great    exploit   of    rose-water 
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philar.'.firopv.  It  proaclied  a  visionary  and  impracticable  liuman- 
itv.  and  turged  chains,  and  begat  crime,  and  groans,  and  tears,  and 
blood." 

Th'-  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  Standard  complains  that  the  po.-ition  of 
the  South  has  hitherto  been  tou  much  one  of  defence  and  apology, 
and  adds  : — 

"To  the  end  of  changing  our  attitude  in  the  contest,  and  of  plant- 
in"^  our  .-tandard  riglit  in  the  very  iiices  of  our  advcr-aries,  we 
prono^r,  (u<  a  leading  principle  of  SoiU/itrn  policy,  to  reopen  and 
legitiiiinte  the  Slave-trade." 

It  g<»<<  on,  in  a  series  of  ably  written  articles,  to  argue  at  length 
the  I•ighltlllne^s  and  expediency  of  that  measure,  expanding  and 
elaboniiclv  enforcing  the  following  propositions,  viz  : — 

"  That  rquality  of  States  is  necessary  to  equality  of  jxjwrr  in  the 
Senate  <>!  the  Union  ;  that  equality  of  population  is  necessary  to 
equality  ot'  power  in  the  Hou-e  ot  Re{)resentatives ;  thai  we  cannot 
ex])and  our  lal)or  into  Territories  without  decreasing  it  in  the  States  ; 
and  wliai  I-  gained  upon  tiie  frontier  is  lost  at  the  centres  of  the 
institution  ;  that  pauper  while  labor  will  not  come  to  com])etition 
with  our  Slaves,  and  if  it  did,  that  it  would  not  increase  the  integrity 
and  streiiiTih  of  Slavery,  and  that,  tlierefore,  to  the  equality  of  influ- 
ence in  the  Federal  Legislature,  there  is  the  necessity  for  the  Slave- 
■  trade." 

The  ob;ection  drawn  from  the  cruelty  and  horrors  of  the  traffic 
it  meets  by  atHrming,  and  for  aught  we  can  see,  jiretty  fairly  proving 
that  these  xrv  no  greater,  if  not  even  less,  in  the  foreign  than  in  the 
domestii'  Slave-trade  ;  and  the  two  being  identical  in  })rinciple,  that 
none  wiio  uphold  the  latter  can  consistently  object  on  the  ground  of 
moraliiv  o*  humanity  to  the  former.  It  contends,  with  a  soundness 
of  logic  :r  which  we  see  no  flaw,  tiiat  "  so  long  as  Slavery  is  right, 
and  it  is  r_:ut  to  buy  and  sell  Slaves,  there  is  no  \NTong  in  the 
foreigTi  >.t-e-trade  ;  but  if  it  be  wrong — if  it  have  no  validity  and 
no  inh'  -  ; ..■•«',  but  is  to  be  toh-rated  only  imtil  it  can  be  laid  aside — 
then  ev.  -  i'-t  of  sale  or  purchase  is  a  wrong."  It  anticipates,  also, 
or  at  le:-,-  i<.-mands  as  a  right,  :he  aid  of  the  "  Democratic  party  " 
in  effec::T_:  i-  purjtose;  declaring  that  "the  South  contains  all  that 
is  vital  r  ;iat  party,  and  is  the  main  trunk  of  the  national  structure 
which  g  "->  to  Northern    majorities    the    opportunity   of    nestbng 
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ain()n<r  its  l)raiiL-lii!s  ;  and  as  well  from  thr  recollection  of  present 
obligations  as  the  ho|)es  of  that  success  which  the  South  can  always 
give  to  the  party  that  may  be  true  to  her,  is  this  party  bound  to 
consider  lor  us,  and  to  adopt  the  measure  necessary  to  the  strength 
ami  integrity  of  Southern  institutions.  ******  It"  she 
has  to  bear  onward  the  Democratic  party,  and  the  traditions  and 
glories  of  the  Union,  she  must  be  legitimated,  and  called  to  the 
recognition  of  an  enliglitened  world.  If  she  is  not  to  do  this,  she 
has,  at  least,  the  trusts  of  her  own  form  of  society,  and  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  her  to  legitimate  herself.  If  the  Democratic  party, 
therefore,  would  rest  upon  the  South,  or  if  it  would  preser%'e  the 
South,  in  permanent  connection  with  the  other  section  of  this  Union, 
it  must  come,  and  come  speedily,  to  this  act  of  justice." 

That  the  moral  standing  of  the  party  is  not  a  whit  too  high  for 
this  apix'al  to  be  successful,  no  careful  observer  of  its  course  for 
years  past  med  be  told.  What  may  be  thought  as  to  the  policy  of 
heeding  it,  is  less  easy  to  foretell,  and  time  only  can  reveal  what  will 
1)0  the  i-;<u(;  of  thi-  impudent  scheme.  Certain  it  is  that  there  are 
Northern  men,  and  perliaps  no  inconsiderable  number  of  them, 
who  would  have  no  scruples  of  conscience  about  engaging  in  the 
tnillic.  were  it  permitted  bylaw;  and  of  course  would  second  the 
Southern  movement  for  reopening  it,  if  no  considerations  of  inter- 
est or  reputation  held  them  back.  For,  even  without  legal  permis- 
sion, northern  men,  wealthy  capitalists,  substantial  citizens,  men  of 
business  enterprise,  more  than  enough  are  found  ready  to  engage  in 
it  for  the  «ake  of  its  enormous  profits,  at  whatever  risks  are  conse- 
quent upon  its  legal  prohibition.  It  is  notorious  that  Slavers  are  not 
unfre<iuently  fitted  out  at  New  York  for  the  African  coast,  and  gen- 
erally make  successful  and  exceedingly  lucrative  voyages  ;  seldom 
if  ever  meetinj;  effectual  hindrance  from  the  lejial  authorities.  Now 
and  then  an  arrest  is  made,  but  ordy,  for  the  most  part,  to  furnish 
illustrations  of  the  unscrupulous  ingenuity  with  which  legal  quibbles 
can  be  u<ed  to  defeat  the  ends  idike  of  law  and  justice. 

"  Few  of  our  readers  are  aware,"  said  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
a  few  months  ago,  "of  the  extent  to  which  this  infernal  tratlic  is 
<'arrii(l  on,  by  vessels  clearing  from  New  York,  and  in  close  alliance 
with  our  legitimate  trade  :  and  that  down-town  merchants  of  wealth 
and  respectability  are  extensively  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
African  Negroes,  and  have  been,  with  comparatively  little  interrup- 
tion, for  an  indefinite  number  of  years.     The  fact  that  such  a  traific 
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exists  in  connection  with  (his  port  is  well  established,  yet,  with  few 
exceptions,  all  the  means  employed  to  secure  conviction  of  the 
guilty  fail  of  their  object.  Wo  are  informed  by  the  Deputy 
United  iStates  Marshal,  that  at  loast  fifteen  Slave  vessels  sailed 
from  this  port  within  the  last  twelve  months.  Last  year  there 
M'cre  but  five  prosecutions  and  one  conviction.  The  British  Con- 
sul General  in  Cuba  says,  "  Almost  all  the  Slave  expeditions  for 
some  time  past  have  been  fitted  out  in  the  United  States,  chiefly 
in  New  York." 

That  so  little  should  be  done  by  the  United  States  Government 
to  execute  its  own,  or  rather  its  jirc  lecessors'  laws  against  the 
foreign  Slave-trade,  is  the  most  natural  consequence  conceivable 
of  its  complicity  with  Slaveholding  and  Slavery-extension,  and 
its  servility  to  the  Slave-Power.  It  can  seem  strange  to  those  only 
who  expect  grapes  of  thorns,  and  figs  of  thistles  ;  but  to  none  who 
know  that  in  political  morality,  as  in  everything  else,  the  product 
must  accord  in, quality  with  wliat  it  grows  from.  Having  such  a 
government  to  deal  with,  and  su'li  a  party  to  invoke  for  aid  as  the 
Government  now  represents,  it  is  no  wonder  that  those  Slave- 
holders who  think  it  for  their  interest  to  re-open  the  foreign  Slave- 
trade  should  1)elieve  the  enterprise  quite  practicable.  The  action  of 
Congress  on  the  subject  last  winter,  can  hardly  have  been  regarded 
by  sanguine  spirits  committed  to  the  scheme  as  very  discouraging 
to  their  hopes.  No  less  than  fifty-seven  representatives,  out  of 
two  hundred  and  nine,  voted  against  a  resolution  "  That  this 
House  regard  all  propositions  for  a  revival  of  tlic  Slave-trade,  as 
shocking  to  the  moral  sentiments  of  the  enlightened  portion  of 
mankind  ;  or  any  act,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  legalizing  or  con- 
niving at  the  legalizing  of  that  horrid  and  inhuman  traflfic,  would 
justly  subject  the  United  States  to  the  reproach  and  execration  of 
all  civilized  and  Christian  people  throughout  the  world." 

This,  for  a  beginning,  is  certainly  more  favorable  to  the  barba- 
rous project  than  the  first  essay  of  many  an  enterprise  which  has 
at  last  succeeded.  It  is  true,  another  resolution,  comparatively 
tame  and  pointless,  declaring  the  repeal  of  the  laws  against  the 
Slave-trade  to  be  inexpedient,  unwise,  and  contrary  to  the  settled 
policy  of  the  United  States,  was  adopted  with  only  eight  dissent- 
ing votes,  to  a  hundred  and  eighty-tliree  assenting.  But  the  Slave- 
Power  is  well  aware  that,  in  a  controversy  like  this,  an  opposition 
based  on  policy  alone,  is   of    small   account   compared    with    one 
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based  on  principle  ;  and  will  count  as  the  really  formidable  ene- 
mies of  its  schemes,  those  only  who  regard  them  as  "•  shocking  to 
moral  sentiment,"  and  worthy  of  "  the  execration  of  all  civilized 
and  Christian  people." 


The  Deed  Scott  Case. 

The  boldest  forward  stride  of  the  Slave-Power,  during  the  past 
year,  was  taken  in  the  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case 
of  Dred  Scott  ;  nominally  the  case  of  an  alleged  Slave  claim- 
ing his  Freedom  ;  — really  that  of  the  old,  long  established,  and 
till  lately  unquestioned  principles  of  law  and  constitution,  against 
the  novel  and  atrocious  theories  of  modern  Pro-Slavery  ultraism  ; 
or  of  the  friends  of  freedom  and  justice  against  the  champions 
of  Slavery-extension  and  Slaveholding  supremacy.  The  decision, 
if  so  it  may  be  called,  was  doubtless  made  up  months  before  it 
was  publicly  announced  ;  and  was  held  back  during  the  Presi- 
dential canvass,  lest  it  should  injure  the  prospects  of  the  Slave- 
holders' candidate.  But,  when  the  election  was  over,  and  a 
fresh  triumph  of  Slavery  was  sealed  by  the  choice  and  inaugura- 
tion of  its  favorite,  as  President,  it  was  deemed  safe  to  tell  the 
lieges  what  new  debasement  had  been  ordained  for  them  ;  —  wliat 
new  concessions  to  the  grasping  despotism  of  the  Oligarchs  had 
been  signed  and  sealed,  ready  to  be  delivered.  The  newly 
chosen  President  hastened,  in  the  very  moment  of  assuming  his 
office,  to  commit  himself  beforehand  to  the  forthcoming  decision, 
with  transparent  affectation  of  ignorance  of  its  tenor  ;  and  to 
bespeak  for  it  universal  respect  and  obedience,  as  the  judgment 
of  a  tribunal  worthy  of  submissive  reverence.  That  he  knew 
well  enough  what  it  was  to  be  ;  that,  indeed,  he  was  a  prominent 
party  to  the  base  conspiracy  of  which  it  was  to  form  a  potent 
engine,  for  the  formal  and  authoritative  nationalizing  of  human 
chattelism,  and  annihilation  of  State  sovereignty  ;  only  the  most 
unsophisticated  simplicity  could  sincerely  doubt. 

The  case  afforded  just  what  the  extremists  of  the  Slaveholding 
interest  desired ;  an  opportunity  to  deny  and  denounce,  from  the 
highest  judicial  seat  in  the  land,  tliose  legal  doctrines  touching 
Slavery  and  its  limitations,  which  had  been  held  ever  since  the 
nation  began  to  be ;  which  had  been   endorsed   by  the  Judiciary, 
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the  Legislature  and  Executive  of  North  and  South  ;  affirmed  as 
emphatically  by  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  and  other  Slave  States, 
as  by  New  York  or  Massachusetts.  Nor  was  the  opportunity  to 
pass  for  want  of  hands  to  seize  it.  As  the  hour  had  come,  so 
had  the  man  — the  men.  And  not  by  any  marvellous  coincidence, 
but  through  a  long  continued  and  generally  unsuspected  use  of 
moans  appropriate  to  this  very  end.  P'or  years  the  Slave-Power 
had  been  silently  shaping  the  national  judiciary  to  its  purpose  ; 
availing  itself  of  a  grossly  imequal  division  of  circuits  and  ap- 
portionment of  judges,  to  its  own  unfair  advantage  ;  and  in- 
creasing its  preponderance  whenever  a  vacancy  occurred,  by 
managing  to  have  it  filled  witli  a  zealous  partizan  or  a  pliant  tool 
of  its  own ;  till  now  the  Court  has  become  little  better  than  the 
willing  register  of  )7,s  behests.  If  it  had  slightly  erred  in  per- 
mitting the  presence  of  a  McLean  and  a  Curtis  on  the  bench, 
these  mistakes,  after  all,  did  little  discredit  to  its  sagacity  ;  for  the 
antecedents  and  general  conduct  of  the  men  had  seemed  to  justify 
its  choice  or  acquiescence,  although  the  event  has  proved  that 
there  are  depths  of  subserviency  to  Slavery,  lower  than  they  are 
willing  to  fathom.  But  they  are  only  two  of  nine ;  the  Pro- 
Slavery  majority  is  ample  without  them.  Constituted  as  the  Court 
is  ;  with  five  judges  from  the  Slave  States,  most  if  not  all  of  them 
actual  SlavehohUrs  :  and  two  of  the  four  from  the  Free  States 
evidently  born  at  tlie  North  by  mistake  ;  its  judgment,  on  any 
question  involving  the  interests  of  Slavery,  is  in  efi'ect  a  judg- 
ment rendered  by  a  party  to  the  suit.  To  say  nothing  of  sectional 
feeling,  and  the  spirit  of  clanship  among  the  Slaveholders ;  and 
looking  only  at  the  mere  doUar-and-cent  aspect  of  the  case  ;  it  is 
not  easy  to  feel  assurance  of  the  impartiality  of  men  who  are 
sitting  to  determine  whether  their  own  chattels  shall  be  recog- 
nized as  property,  uud  be  guaranteed  security  as  such  over  all  the 
country,  or  whether  they  can  be  so  regarded  in  one  section  only  ; 
since  the  answer  given  with  authority  to  this  question  must  affect 
materially  the  market  price  of  such  chattels  ;  and  the  judge  in 
giving  it  is  virtually  thereby  putting  money  into,  or  taking  money 
out  of  his  own  pocket.  These  arc  considerations  important  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  in  estimating  the  judicial  value  of  tlie  Dred 
Scott  decision. 

The  facts  of  the  c.-j<r  are  so  generally  known  that  the  briefest  sum- 
niar\  uf  them  will  >uihce  for  our  purpose.      Dked  Scott  had  been 
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held  as  a  Slave  in  Missouri,  and  was  taken  thence  by  his  master  into. 
Illinois,  and  subsequently  into  the  Territory,  north  of  Missouri, 
in  which  Slavery  was  forbidden  by  the  Missouri  Compromise  Act. 
Afterwards  being  taken  back  to  Missouri,  he  brought  suit  for  his 
freedom,  on  the  ground  that  his  removal  by  his  master  to  a  Free 
State  and  Territory  had  emancipated  him  ;  and  once  free,  he 
could  not  be  enslaved  by  being  brought  into  a  Slave  State.  Ver- 
dict and  judgment  were  given  in  his  favor,  in  accordance  with  the 
uniform  current  of  precedents  up  to  that  time  in  the  Missouri 
Courts,  as  well  as  with  the  prevailing  course  of  decisions  in  the 
whole  South.  On  a  Writ  of  Error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State,  the  judgment  of  the  Lower  Court  was  reversed  by  two 
judges,  against  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice,  who  said  : — 

"I  regard  the  question  as  conclusively  settled  by  repeated  adju- 
dications of  this  Court.  ^  *  '■••  *  In  this  State,  it  has  been 
recognized  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  as  a  correct 
position  in  law,  that  the  master  who  takes  his  Slave  to  reside  in  a 
State  or  Territory  where  Slavery  is  prohibited,  thereby  emanci- 
pates his  Slave." 

Besides  citing  copiously  from  the  Missouri  Reports  in  proof  of 
this  statement,  he  examined  the  decisions  in  the  other  Slavehold- 
ing  States,  showing  them  to  accord  with  those  of  Missouri.  His 
two  associates,  in  coming  to  a  different  judgment,  did  not  deny 
that  the  precedents  were  against  them,  or  that  the  law  had  before 
been  rightly  construed.  Their  own  declared  reason  for  setting  at 
nought  the  judicial  authority  of  all  their  predecessors,  was,  the 
excitement  against  Slavery  in  the  Free  States!  A  potent  reason, 
truly,  to  influence  grave  judges  in  a  matter  so  important,  and  to 
an  innovation  so  startling  and  pernicious  !  We  may  gather  from 
its  avowal,  how  much  their  opinion  is  worth  as  a  legal  authority. 

Defeated  thus  in  the  State  Courts,  Scott  brought  his  action  ne.xt 
before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States.  Here  he  was  met 
by  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  on  the  ground  that,  as  a 
descendant  of  Africans  imported  and  held  "as  Slaves,  he  could  not 
be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  consequently  could  not  sue  in 
a  l,"nited  States  Court.  Tins  point  was  decided  in  his  favor;  but 
on  the  merits  of  the  case,  judgment  was  given  against  him.  He 
appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  case 
was  argued  at   the  December  term  in  1855,  and  instead  of  being 
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decided  then,  was  Ordered  to  be  re-argued  at  the  December  term 
of  the  next  year.  After  the  second  argument,  the  Court  still  de- 
layed, till  the  President's  Inauguration  had  given  him  an  occasionj 
promptly  used,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  to  endorse  the 
judgment  in  advance  ;  and  then  was  sent  out  to  the  world  the 
now  notorious  Deed  Scott  decision.  In  calling  it  a  decision,  how- 
ever, we  do  not  speak  with  legal  accuracy ;  for,  in  common  with 
able  lawyers,  we  hold  that  it  lacks  the  essential  characteristics 
and  legal  authority  of  a  judicial  decision,  and  is  rather  to  be 
regarded  as  an  expression  of  personal  opinions,  by  some  half  dozen 
or  80  of  warm  political  partizans, — and  not  the  most  likely  of 
their  class  to  think  wisely  and  rightly, — on  certain  sharply  dis- 
puted questions  of  party  politics.  For  the  majority  of  the  Court, 
in  deciding  at  the  outset  that  Scott  had  no  right  to  bring  his 
case  before  them,  had,  in  effect,  declared  it  not  legally  within 
their  judicial  cognizance;  and  therefore,  as  Judge  Cuktis  justly 
argued,  had  clearly  no  authority,  as  a  Court,  to  pass  upon  its 
merits.  Hence  their  so-called  decision,  being  extra-judicial,  was, 
properly  speaking,  no  decision.  But  whatever  we,  or  the  ablest 
lawyers  of  the  country,  may  think  on  this  head,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  "powers  that  be"  in  the  nation  just  now,  have 
resolved  to  treat  the  decision  as  an  authoritative  exposition  of  the 
law,  and  to  exact  respect  and  obedience  to  it  as  such.  And  say 
what  we  may  about  living  under  a  government  of  laws,  the  truth 
is  but  too  manifest,  that  we  are  ruled,  not  so  much  by  law,  as  by 
the  will  of  selfish  demagogues,  who,  having  somehow  wriggled 
themselves  into  high  places,  are  using  their  ill-gotten  power  to 
substitute  their  own  unscrupulous  interpretations,  no  matter  how 
absurd  and  false,  for  the  true  intent  of  law  and  constitution. 

The  first  question  decided  was,  of  course,  that  of  jurisdiction, 
involving,  as  presented  in  the  pleadings,  that  of  colored  citizen- 
ship. It  seems  to  be  generally  supposed  that  a  majority  of  the 
Court  decided  against  the  capacity  of  colored  persons  to  be  citi- 
zens. An  examination  of  the  separate  opinions  of  the  several 
judges  will  show  that  such  is  not  the  fact.  A  majority,  five  of  the 
nine,  (two  dissenting,  and  two  giving  no  opinion  on  that  point,) 
did  indeed  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit  Court ;  but  only 
three  of  these,  Taxey,  Wayne  and  Daniel,  denied  that  colored 
men  can  be  citizens.  Four  Judges,  Campbell,  Catron,  Nelson 
and  GiUEK,  were  silent  on   the   question   of  citizenship  ;  thougli 
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Campbell  and  Grieu  concurred  in  the  denial  of  jurisdiction,  but 
on  the  ground  that  the  record  showed  Scott  to  be  a  Shwe,  and 
for  that  reason  not  qualified  to  sue  in  the  Federal  Courts.  McLean 
and  Curtis  ably  and  conclusively,  so  far  as  facts  and  argument 
can  go,  maintained  the  right  of  colored  men  to  citizenship,  and 
exposed,  as  plainly  as  courtesy  to  their  associates  wovdd  permit, 
the  sophistry  and  falsehood  employed  to  support  the  opposite 
opinion.  To  Chief  Justice  Taney  belongs  the  bad  eminence  of 
having  elaborately  falsified  history,  misconstrued  law,  and  out- 
raged justice  and  humanity,  through  more  than  twenty  pages  of 
his  extended  opinion,  in  the  vain  attempt  to  prove  that  colored 
persons  are  not,  never  were,  and  never  could  be,  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  that  when  the  Union  was  formed,  and  "  for  more  than 
a  century  before,"  they  "had  been  regarded  as  unfit  to  associate 
with  the  white  race,  either  in  social  or  political  relations,  and  so 
far  inferior,  that  they  had  no  rights  which  the  white  man  was 
bound  to  respect ;  and  that  the  negro  might  justly  and  lawfully  be 
reduced  to  Slavery  for  his  benefit ;  that  this  opinion  was,  at  that 
time,  fixed  and  universal  in  the  civilized  portion  of  the  white 
race,  was  regarded  as  an  axiom  in  morals,  as  well  as  politics,  which 
no  one  thought  of  disputing,  or  supposed  to  he  open  to  dispute;" 
and  of  course,  that  this  inferior,  degraded  race  were  then  left,  and 
still  continue,  so  far  as  the  Federal  Government  is  concerned,  in 
the  same  rightless  condition,  incapable  of  asking  of  the  Federal 
Courts  redress  for  any  wrong,  and  consequently  destitute  of  the 
legal  recognition  of  any  right.  Considering  liow  feeble,  helpless 
and  already  deeply  injured  are  the  objects  of  this  assault,  it  is 
hard  to  say  whether  injustice,  meanness  or  cruelty,  unblushing 
falsehood,  or  sophistical  misinterpretation  of  facts  and  law,  is  its 
most  marked  characteristic. 

The  judge  does  not  pretend  that  any  clause  or  word  of  the  Con- 
stitution expressly  debars  black  men  from  citizenship,  or  even 
hints  at  color  or  race  as  a  test  of  civil  rights  ;  or  that  the  States, 
before  they  entered  the  present  Union,  had  generally  set  up,  in 
terms,  any  such  distinction  as  is  contended  for.  The  sum  of  his 
argument  is,  that  "  the  white  race  "  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
recognized  as  citizens  a  race  which  they  so  looked  down  upon. 
He  cites  freely  from  the  early  legislation  of  Congress  and  the 
States  to  prove  the  social  degradation  of  the  blacks,  and  thence 
in/era  their  want  of  civil  rights.      But,  unfortunately   for   his   pur- 
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pose,  this  inference  is  flatly  contradicted  by  the  well-established 
fact,  that  the  Federal  Government  has  repeatedly  naturalized 
colored  aliens,  and  given  passports  to  colore  1  men,  describing 
them  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  :  and,  in  one  instance,  if 
not  more,  has  officially  complained  of  an  act  of  British  aggi'ession 
upon  a  colored  American  seaman,  as  having  been  committed  upon 
a  ''native  citizen  of  the  United  States."  It  is  contradicted  no 
less  decisively  by  the  fact  referred  to  by  Judge  Cuktis,  in  his  dis- 
senting opinion,  that  in  several  of  the  States,  (he  might  have  said 
all  but  two,  if  we  mistake  not.)  before  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, colored  men,  "  descended  from  African  Slaves."'  were 
citizens  of  those  States,  and  had  the  elective  franchise  "  on  equal 
terms  with  other  citizens."  Chancellor  Kent,  in  his  Commenta- 
ries, says  "  it  is  certain  that  the  Constitution  and  Statute  law  of 
New  York  speak  of  men  of  color  as  being  citizens  ;''  and  that  "  if 
a  Slave  be  born  in  the  United  States,  and  lawfully  discharged  from 
bondage,  or  if  a  black  man  be  born  free  in  the  United  States,  he 
becomes  thenceforward  a  citizen."  The  Supreme  Court  of  North 
Carolina  has  decided  that  Slaves  born  in  that  State,  and  manu- 
mitted there,  "  are  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  and  all  free  persons 
born  within  the  State  are  born  citizens  of  the  State ;  "  and  has 
declared  it  "  a  matter  of  universal  notoriety.""  that  free  men  of 
color  had  and  used  the  right  of  voting,  under  the  old  Constitution 
of  that  State.  In  Massachusetts  and  some  other  States,  it  is 
equally  notorious,  they  have  it  still,  and  have  never  been  without 
it;  and  in  those  where  they  have  it  not,  the  use  of  the  word 
"white,"  in  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  voters,  was  necessary 
to  take  it  from  them.  That  they  were  regarded  as  citizens  in  the 
old  Confederation  is  proved  conclusively  by  the  fact,  that  a  motion 
to  limit  the  privileges  of  general  citizenship  to  white  persons  was 
expressly  voted  down  in  the  Congress,  eight  States  opposing  and 
only  two  supporting  it.  while  the  vote  of  one  was  divided. 

There  was  no  need  of  citing  Statutes  to  prove  that  the  colored 
people  have  all  along  been  the  objects  of  prejudice  and  contempt. 
Nobody  denies  it.  But  this,  so  far  from  disproving  their  citizen- 
ship, rather  strengthens  the  direct  proof  in  its  favor,  drawn  from 
the  facts  abovementioned.  For  the  more  degraded  and  despised 
they  were,  the  less  likely  is  it  that  they  were  tolerated  in  any 
position  to  which  they  had  no  right,  and  especially  in  one  so 
important  as  that  of  co-sovereigns  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  con- 
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sequently,  the  stronger  is  the  evidence  afforded  by  their  voting, 
that  they  were  recognized  as  citizens. 

Judge  Taxey  endeavors  ta  evade  the  force  of  the  proof  of 
citizenship  from  the  fact  of  voting,  by  saying  that  "a  person  may 
be  entitled  to  vote  by  the  law  of  the  State,  who  is  not  a  citizen  of 
the  State  itself;  "  and  instances  "  foreigners  not  naturalized,"  as 
being  "  allowed  to  vote  in  some  of  the  States."  Whether  they 
are  not,  by  such  allowance,  made  citizens  of  those  States,  or 
whether  admission  to  share  in  the  sovereignty  is  not  nf  course 
admission  to  citizenship,  may  perhaps  be  reasonably  questioned  ; 
but  conceding  this  point,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  it  must 
still  be  borne  in  mind  that  when — or  if — "  persons  not  citizens  " 
are  allowed  to  vote,  it  is  by  some  special  provision  of  law  on  their 
particular  behalf;  and  as  no  such  special  provision  existed  in 
regard  to  the  colored  people,  it  follows  that  their  voting  was  on 
the  common  ground  of  the  general  right  of  citizenship. 

The  judge,  in  his  eagerness  to  make  out  a  case,  has  grossly 
overstated  the  sentiment  of  the  period  in  question,  in  regard  to 
the  colored  people.  The  truth  as  to  the  general  feeling  toward 
them  is  bad  enough,  but  he  goes  very  far  beyond  the  truth, 
in  affirming  that  "  the  opinion  was  universal  in  the  civilized 
portion  of  the  white  race,"  and  "  disputed  by  no  one,"  that  the 
negro  might  be  justly  enslaved  for  the  white  man's  benefit,  and 
had  no  rights  which  the  white  man  was  bound  to  respect.  If  not 
guilty  of  wilful  falsehood,  he  betrays  an  ignorance  most  astonish- 
ing in  the  chief  judicial  officer  of  the  nation. 

Did  he  really  know  nothing  of  the  emphatic  voice  which 
literature,  law,  philanthropy  and  religion,  among  "  the  civilized 
portion  of  the  white  race,"  had  uttered  at  and  before  the  time 
referred  to,  in  behalf  of  the  black  man's  rights,  and  against  his 
enslavement  ?  Was  he  not  aware  that  the  practice  which  he 
sayg  was  then  universally  thought  to  be  just,  had  been  denounced 
within  the  time  he  specifies,  by  Cowper,  as  "  human  nature's 
broadest,  foulest  blot;"  by  Wesley,  as  "the  sum  of  all  vil- 
lanies;  "  by  Paley,  as  a  "  crime  "  and  "  wickedness  ;"  by  the 
historian  Robertsox,  as  "repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  humanity," 
and  "to  the  principles  of  religion;"  by  Bishop  Warijiktox, 
as  "  infamous,"  and  "  directly  infringing  both  Divine  and  human 
law ;  "  and  by  many  other  writers  in  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth    centuries,  —  poets,    moralists,    and    divines,    political 
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economists,  statesmen,  jurists,  and  others — as  "unjust,  inhu- 
man, unchristian-like  : '"  "  contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  humanity  ;  " 
"  a  criminal  and  outrageous  violation  of  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind:"  "this  enormity,  this  aggravated  iniquity;"'  "a 
practice  which  spurns  at  all  the  principles  of  both  natural  and 
revealed  religion  ;"  "a  horrid  practice,  an  injustice  and  barbarity 
which,  so  sure  as  there  is  vengeance  in  Heaven  for  the  worst 
of  crimes,  will  sometime  be  the  destruction  of  all  who  allow  or 
encourage  it ; "  and,  in  a  word,  as  deserving  only  abhorrence  and 
reprobation?  —  that  it  called  forth  Muntksquieu's  often  quoted 
sarcasm,  "  We  must  not  allow  tlie  negroes  to  be  men,  or  it  will 
begin  to  be  believed  that  we  ourselves  are  not  Christians  ; "  and 
the  Abbe  Kaynal's  declaration,  that  '*  he  wlio  supports  the 
system  of  Slavery  is  the  enemy  of  the  whole  human  race  ;"'  and 
Baxtek's  denunciation  of  Slave-traders  as  "  the  worst  of  rob- 
bLTs,"  and  of  "  those  who  buy  and  use  the  poor  Africans  as 
mere  beasts  for  their  own  convenience,  regardless  of  their  spirit- 
ual welfare,"   as  "  fitter  to  be  called  demons  than  Christians  "? 

Did  he  never  hear  of  Cearksox  and  "Wilberi  okce,  and  the 
"multitude  of  others,"  (to  use  Cearksox"s  own  words,)  who 
labored  so  zealously  in  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave-trade  .'  or  of  the  suggestion  of  the 
celebrated  Xecker,  in  1784,  that  the  nations  of  Europe  should 
form  a  general  compact  to  abolish  that  traffic  ?  or  of  the  per- 
severing and  successful  exertions  of  Granvilee  Sharp,  from 
1765  to  1772,  to  procure  an  authoritative  exposition  of  British 
law  against  Slavery  on  British  soil  ?  Had  he  never  learned,  in 
the  course  of  his  legal  studies,  that  full  sixteen  years  before  the 
American  Federal  Constitution  was  adopted,  a  decision  of  the 
highest  Law  Court  in  Great  Britain,  pronounced  by  one  of  the 
ablest  jurists  of  that  age,  and  after  thorough  argument  and  long 
deliberation,  declared  Slavery,  whether  of  black  men  or  of  white, 
to  be  unlawful  in  that  country,  as  a  violation  of  natural  right, 
contrary  to  Common  Law  principles,  and  so  odious  that  nothing 
can  be  suffered  to  support  it  but  positive  law :  or  that  a  few 
years  later,  but  still  before  the  framing  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Massacliusetts  applied  to  Negro  Slaves  the 
♦leclaration  in  the  State  Bill  of  Rights,  that  "  all  men  have  an 
nnalienable  right  to  enjoy  Liberty,"  and  thus  abolished  Slavery  in 
that  State : 
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Did  he  not  know  that  in  nearly  every  State  of  the  old  Confed- 
eration, (and  of  the  new  Union,  when  it  was  formed,)  were 
Societies  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  protecting 
the  rights  of  the  free  colored  people,  and  that  anionLj;  their  mem- 
bers and  officers  were  manv  of  tlie  best,  and  some  of  tlie  most 
illustrious  men  of  that  day  ?  that  the  judicial  seat  he  occupies  was 
first  filled  by  the  President  of  an  Abolition  Society,  Joii.v  J.vy  ? 
that  to  the  same  Society  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Alexander  Hamilton-,  belongeil  ?  that  Be.v.ta.min  Fkanklix 
was  President  of  an  Abolition  Society,  incorporated  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  its  ('onstitution  called  •'  all  tlie 
children  of  men,  members  of  the  same  family,  however  diversified 
by  color,  situation,"  or  otherwise  ;  and  declared  it  "  more 
especially  the  duty  of  those  who  profess  to  maintain  for  them- 
selves the  rights  of  human  nature,  to  use  such  means  as  arc 
in  their  power  to  extend  the  blessings  of  freedom  to  every  part  of 
the  human  race  "  ? 

Had  he  never  seen,  among  the  proceedings  of  public  bodies  just 
before  the  Revolution,  that  the  people  of  Fairfox  County,  Virginia, 
Geor(;e  Washingtox  presiding,  pronounced  the  African  Slave 
Trade  "  wicked,  cruel  and  unnatural ''  ?  that  the  Freeholders  of 
Hanover  County,  Virginia,  called  it  "  most  dangerous  to  virtue  and 
the  welfare  of  this  county "  r  that  the  Virginia  Convention  in 
1774  complained  of  the  King  for  using  liis  negative  to  defeat  the 
attempts  of  the  Colony  to  stop  that  trade,  and  for  "  preferring  the 
advantages  of  a  few  A/ricaii  corsdirs  to  the  riglif.i  of  luitnan  iiaiure, 
deeply  wounded  by  this  infamous  practice  "  r  that  an  agreement 
was  formed  by  that  Convention,  by  the  North  Carolina  Conven- 
tion, by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  by  the  (icorgia  Provincial 
Congress,  not  to  import  Slaves,  or  buy  those  imported  by  others : 
that  the  Committee  representing  the  people  of  Darien,  Georgia, 
claiming  to  be  "  influenced  by  a  general  philanthropy  for  all  man- 
kind, of  whatever  climate,  language  or  complexion,''  expressed 
their  "  abhorrence  of  the  unnatural  practice  of  Slavery  in  Amer- 
ica, a  practice  founded  in  injustice  and  cruelty,  debasing  part  of 
our  fellow-creatures  below  men,  and  corrupting  the  virtue  and 
morals  of  the  rest"  r  or  any  of  the  numerous  similar  testimonies 
of  that  period,  and  especially  that  introduced  by  Jei-hcusox  into 
the  original  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  calling  the 
Slave-trade  an  "  execrable  commerce,"  and   denouncing  the   King 
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of  Great  Britain  as  havinfj,  Ly  liis  course  in  rcf^ard  to  it,  "  waged 
cruel  war  against  human  nature  itself,  violating  its  most  sacred 
rights  in  the  persons  of  a  distant  people,  carrying  them  into 
Slavery  in  another  hemisphere  ""  ? 

Coidd  lie  be  ignorant  that  in  the  very  Convention  which  framed 
the   Constitution  he  professes  to  expound,   Negro  Slavery  and   the 
African  Slave  Trade  were  denounced  in  the  strongest  terms  by  distin- 
guished men.  Northern  and  Southern  :  that  Goverxeu R  Mokuis  said 
"  domestic  Slavery  is  a  nefarious  institution  ;  "  that  Madison  called 
It    "  the  most   oppressive   dominion    ever  exercised   by   man    over 
man,      and    thought   it    "  wrong   to   admit   in  the  Constitution  the 
idea   that   there  could  be  property  in  men  :  ""   that  Mason,  of  A'ir- 
ginia.   styled    the   Slave   Trade    "nefarious""    and   '*  infernal,""  and 
'•  held  it  essential,   in  every  point  of  view,  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment sliould   have   power  to  prevent  the  increase  of  Slavery  ;  " 
that   KoGiu   SiirmiAN    was    ■•against   acknowledging  men  to  be 
property,''   and   "regarded   the   Slave  Trade  as  iniquitous  ; "   that 
Lrxin:i!  M.vutin.  of  Maryland,  considered  it  "•unjustifiable  in  its 
nature,  and  contrary   to  the   rights  of  mankind."  and  "justly  ex- 
posing us  to  tlie  vengeance  of  Him  who  is  equally  Lord  of  all,  and 
Avho  views  with  equal  eye  the  poor  African  Slave  and  his  American 
Master  ;  '   that   in  the   Conventions.  North  and  South,  which  rati- 
fied the  Constitution,  the  Slave  Trade  was  condemned  with  equal 
emphasis,   being   characterize'!   by  prominent  speakers  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Convention  as  '•detestable""  and  "nefarious  :  "'   and  in  that  of 
North  Carolina.  a<  ••  abominable.""  ■'inhuman,"'  "  utterly  inconsist- 
ent with   tlie   rii:'t.t^  of  humanitv,"'    and   "  probably  reprobated  by 
all  the  members"  of  the  Federal  Convention  ;  while,  in  that  of  South 
Carolina,    General   Pincknev.    who   had    been   a   member  of  the 
Federal    Convention,   testified    that,    on    the    Slave    question,    the 
Soutli  Carolina  delegates  there  ■•  Lad  to  contend  with  the  religious 
and  political  prejudices  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,"'  whose 
people   "reprobate   as   an   unpardonable  moral  and   political  evil, 
the   dominion  they   [of  the  South'    hold  over  a  part  of  the  human 
race  "'  : 

Judge  Taney  has  the  e^r'ter^'  to  cite  even  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  in  support  o:  ":::■?  atrocious  argument.  He  admits, 
■.r.  teed,  that  its  lingua.:-.  "•  '^cuM  seem  to  embrace  the  whole 
.*;uman  f;unily.  a::.i.  if  u-e  I  :i.  a  similar  instrument  at  tliis  day. 
Would  Ije  so  uudtr-Tood  . '"    b-:  atrii'.-  that    it  was   tlou  understood 
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to  incliule  "  the  cnsIav(Ml  Africnn  race,"  because,  if  it  liad  beeili 
"  the  conduct  of  the  distins^uished  men  \v}:o  framed  the  Declaration 
would  have  been  flagrantly  inconsistent  with  the  principles  th(\v 
asserted," — a  thing  lie  assumes  to  be  clearly  impossible  ;  for  they 
were  "  incapable  of  asserting  principles  inconsistent  with  those  on 
which  thev  were  acting."  Indeed  I  Let  us  hear  a  little  of  their 
own  testimony  about  that. 

To  what  does  the  Judge  think  Jkfff.uson-  alluded, — the  very 
man  who  drafted  the  Declaration,  and  put  into  it  originally  that 
denunciation  of  the  Slave  Trade  whicli  we  have  just  quoted, — 
when  he  exclaimed  at  the  incomprehensibility  of  man,  who  can 
endure  so  mucli  for  his  own  liberty,  "and  the  next  moment,  deaf  to 
all  those  motives  whose  power  supported  him  tlirough  his  trial, 
inflict  on  his  fellow-men  a  bondage,  one  hour  of  which  is  frauglit 
with  more  misery  than  ages  of  that  which  he  rose  in  rebellion  to 
oppose"?  LuTiiKK  Martin  says  it  was  urged  in  the  Feileral 
Convention,  against  the  concessions  made  to  Slavery  in  the  Con- 
stitution, ••  that  our  opposition  to  Great  Britain  was  grounded 
upon  tlie  preservation  of  rights  to  which  God  and  nature  entitled 
us,  not  in  particular,  hut  in  common  rcith  all  (he  red  of  manl:ind."' 
Patrick  Henry,  '.\riting  ift  1779,  confesses  that,  in  holding 
Slaves,  his  "conduct  was  inconsistent  with  the  principles"  he 
"asserted,"  and  adds,  "I  will  not,  cannot  justify  it.  I  will  so  far 
pay  my  devoir  to  Virtue,  as  to  own  the  rectitude  of  her  precepts, 
and  lament  my  want  of  conformity  to  them."  William  Pinck- 
NKY,  in  1788,  pronounces  Slavery  "oppressive,  unjust  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  great  groundwork  of  the  late  Revolution."  The 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1780,  in  the  Act  abolishing  Sla- 
very in  that  State,  speaks  of  "negro  slaves"  as  "deprived  of  the 
common  blessings  that  they  were  by  nature  entitled  to ; "  and 
avows  among  the  reasons  for  the  Act,  that  "  .ve  conceive  ourselves 
at  this  particular  period  extraordinarily  called  upon,  by  the  bless- 
ings we  have  received,  to  manifest  the  sinc>-rit>j  of  our  professions ;" 
and  then  proceeds,  "  in  justice  to  persons  so  unhappily  circum- 
stanced, and  in  grateful  rommemoration  of  our  own  happy  deliv- 
erance "  from  Britisli  tyranny,  to  enact  the  gradual  abolition  of 
Slavery  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1788,  in  a  Report  on  a  petition  "  in 
favor  of  the  distressed  Africans  and  tlieir  descendants,"  a  Legisla- 
tive Committee  in  the  same  State  cpioted  from  the  Declarati(ui 
of  Independence  the  attirmation  of  tlie  unalienable   rights   of  all 
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men,  adding  that  "  if  it  is  founded  in  truth,  the  petitioners  speak 
but  the  Divine  Will  in  requesting  that  tliis  evil  [Slaveryj  be  done 
away  from  tlie  land."'  Many  paj/es  might  be  filled  with  similar 
testimonies,  showing  that  the  Declaration  ^vas  under>too(!.  in  that 
dav,  to  assert  the  rights  of  the  "whole  human  family,"  witliout 
distinction  of  race  or  color,  and  that  the  "  flagrant  inconsistency"" 
therewith  of  holding  Slaves  and  supporting  Slavery  was  then  al^o 
seen  and  acknowledged.  Indeed,  it  was  the  very  time  of  the 
framing  of  the  Constitution,  which  William  PixrKNLV  called 
"  (his  enlightened  period"  at  whicli  "we  need  not  labor  to  prove"' 
Slaverv  disgraceful,  "and  a  scandal  to  human  nature.'" 

Thu^  it  is  abundantly  evident,  not  only  tliat  Judge  Tani'-y's  con- 
elusion  is  unwarranted  ])y  his  i)reini-es,  l>ut  that  his  premises  arc 
gro-s  cxaggeration>  or  utter  fa!,-ehood-,  and  eons<'quenlIy  that  bi> 
attempt  to  prove  colored  men  incai)able  of  citizenship  is  a  complete 
failup'. 

The  next  question  discussed  was  whi'ther  the  Court  couhl  go  into 
the  merit.-  f>t'  the  ca>e.  af'lt-r  deciding  again>t  tlie  jui-i-dictinn  of  (he 
Circuit  Court  : — an  imi>ortant  point,  because  upon  it  dejiend-  the 
bindin<T  tbrce  of  the  whole  decision  on  every  question  raised,  except 
the  first.  And  here,  also,  as  well  as  in  relation  to  colored  citizen- 
ship, the  Chief  Justice  was  in  a  minority.  Contrary  to  what  seems 
to  V»e  the  general  opinion,  the  majority  of  the  Court  did  ?wt  athnn 
its  competency  to  examine  the  merits,  after  deciding  negatively  the 
question  of  jurisdiction.  Only  three  of  the  nine  judges,  Taney, 
Wayne  and  Daniel,  held  it  competent  to  do  so;  Nelson  and 
Campbell  avoided  the  point  ;  Catron,  McLean  and  Curtis 
went  into  the  merits  on  the  ground  tliat  the  Circuit  Court  /((/rf  juris- 
diction ;  and  Guier,  on  the  ground  that  "  the  record  showed  ^ prima 
facie  case  of  jurisdiction."  Judge  Curtis  denied,  with  particular 
emphasis,  the  competency  of  the  majority  of  the  Court,  in  dismiss- 
ing the  case  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  to  pass  upon  any  question 
raised  by  a  plea  to  the  merits,  adding,  "  I  do  not  hold  any  opinion  of 
this  court  or  any  court  binding,  when  expressed  on  a  question  not 
legitimately  before  it."  Tbi<  certainly  looks  like  a  common  sense 
view  of  tlie  matter,  and  if  not  exprcs>ly  aibrmed,  is  not  denied,  and 
so  may  be  considered  as  tacitly  admitted  by  the  majority  of  the 
Court  to  be  legally  correct.  For,  witli  the  evidently  strong  Pro- 
Shivirv  l'ia<  of  mo-t  of  the  judge-,  it  i-  hardly  sn])po-al(le  that,  had 
lliev  a'Mif.d  with  iIk-  Chief  Ju.-lice  <>ri  llii-   iioint,    thev    would    lia\e 
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I)L'en  silent  upon  it,  and  sought  other  ways  of  reachin.j  ^]^^,  p^p, 
determined  end.  If  this  inferenee  is  just,  we  ha\u  ,j^  jiuhxes 
virtually  conceding  that  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is  ii,>i  l,i,„iii),r  in 
suih  a  case  as  five  judges — a  majority — distinctly  dt-iult  ,|  \\^\^  to  be. 
Though  this  does  not  help  poor  Scott,  as  it  leaves  him  lu  ihe  tender 
mercies  of  the  ^lissouri  Court,  which  had  already  du(i|,,,,,j  ]^•^^^  jq 
bondage,  yet  it  is  important  in  relation  to  the  general  b.  -i,  incr^  of  the 
decision,  since  in  effect  it  leaves  the  Governments  <tii.|  ncunle  of 
the  States  at  liberty  to  treat  it  as  legally  a  millny^  without 
incurring  the  imputation  of  disrespect  to  the  legitimatu  muhority  of 
the  Federal  Courts. 

Next  came  the  question  of  the  power  of  Congress  «n,  ,.  ,|,,3  -pgj.. 
ritories  ;  involving  that  of  the  validity  of  the  Act  i.HiiVin'>-  the 
Ordinance  of  "87,  of  the  prohibition  ot  Slavery  North  „ih|  U'est  of 
^Missouri,  and  in  a  word,  of  all  the  past  legislation  ,.(  ( ",jii<j-ress 
re-trieting  the  spread  of  Slavery.  This,  with  its  eou-n  ,|,|,,,,,.^.j;;  ag 
everybody  knows,  was  the  real  matter  in  controver-,) .  p,,  obtain 
such  a  decision  of  it  as  would  help  the  scheme  of  Slasrt  \  .xtcnsion 
was  the  main  purpose  with  which  the  partisans  of  tin-  N||,v,.  Power 
urged  the  case  to  final  adjudication;  and  to  decide  it  .-.u  ,,,  („  nieet 
their  wishes  wa5,  we  doubt  not,  equally  the  main  puijHui;  of  the 
majority  of  the  Court,  in  seizing  the  occasion  otlend  |)y  Scott's 
appeal.  Six  judges  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  Aliv:,,,,,,.}  (^"om- 
promise  prohibition  is  void ;  two,  McLean  and  Cuitua,  ||,.it  jj  jg 
valid;  and  one,  Nklson,  gave  no  opinion  on  it.  Of  tlm  ->(^^  Catron 
held  it  void,  as  being  in  conflict  with  the  treaty  \\\  wliici,  the 
Louisiana  Territory  was  acquired ;  Grier,  as  beiii^  miconstitu- 
tional,  but  without  saying  on  what  ground  ;  while  Tanivv,  \Vaynk 
Daniel  and  Cami'BELL  held  that  the  power  conferred  l«v  tli(>  Con- 
stitution upon  Congress,  "  to  make  all  needful  rules  aiul  icirnhitions 
respecting  the  Territory,"  &c.  of  the  United  States,  i,i  r,,ti(ined  to 
the  Territory  then  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  h  not  even 
there,  a  "  power  of  general  legislation,"  but,  in  Judgo  I '.^h-bell's 
words,  '•  is  restricted  to  such  administrative  and  con->»)|  v  utory  acts 
as  are  needful  for  the  preservation  of  tlie  public  (h)iu,ii„^  and  its 
preparation  for  sale  or  disposition."  Hence  they  infer  lUm  ('ono-ress 
cannot  prohibit  Slavery  in  any  part  ot  the  Louisiana  I  •  nitory  as 
tliat  region  is  not  included  in  its  grant  of  power  ;  nor  in  ritiy  other 
because  the  grant  is  only  of  power  to  regulate  the  pubhi-  domain  as 
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propf-r:  J.  -  h>^l<3  for  tlie  common  and  equal  licncfit  "  of  all  parts  of 
llif-  (Xj>v.-.-r^. 

A-  wT'-'-j  i  «{)ec'im(_'n  of  quibbling  and  liaii'-~plittin<r  as  one  could 
wi.-h  to  -^^-  i'  the  wordy  and  elaborate  argument  of  Judge  Taney 
in  d'-r'-ni-^  of  these  propositions.  But  tlic  necessity  of  the  case 
comp<--l'-i  Z-jtij  to  admissions  which  enliaiu-ed  the  difficulty  of  his 
ta-k.  r.'"  ^0  -.ay  madt'  all  bis  labor  futib'.  ()bviou<ly  somewhere 
niu-'  ^-xri-r  a.  right  to  legi>late  over  the  Ti'rritory  acquired  since  the 
adopri.  c:  iK  '.':.'-.  Constitution.  It  could  be  nowhere  but  in  Congress  ; 
tber'-r'T'^.  2--  ihe  Judge  admits,  it  must  be  there  as  a  necessary 
con-*-'.  -:-rj-=:  of  tlie  power  and  fact  of  acquisition.  If,  as  he  says, 
'•it  w.L-  ni'  only  within  the  scojje  of  its  powers,  but  was  it-  duty 
to  p;i—  fu'j'rj  laws  and  establi?h  >uch  a  government"  as  would 
sceur-:  :_-  objects  of  the  acquisition,  the  inference  is  jdainly 
ine-vit;-;'  .-  I'tiix'.  by  the  same  necessity  out  of  whicli  this  power  and 
duty  liT-  i.--  .rn<-d  to  conu'.  it  mu>t  determine,  in  its  o])en  discretion, 
what  "_i"s"-  "•s'ill  best  attain  the  end  proposed.  If.  therefore,  it 
V>iliiv.  s  -:.^  prohibition  of  Slavery  in  the  Territory  to  be  needful 
or  c<''C>iu-:'l»':  to  this  end,  its  power  of  ])rohibition  would  seem 
clearly  :•:  *'jIiow  from  Judge  Taney's  own  admission.  So.  too,  of 
the  T'  TT'.'  rj  to  which  he  would  confine  the  constitutional  grant  of 
iKtwer-:  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations."  Conceding  for 
the  mo'd-rc*.  itiat  this  power  is  limited,  as  he  and  liis  thne  Slave- 
lioldinj  :i.-^j'jLates  contend,  to  the  regulation  of  the  Territory  as 
projwnj  :  ih'tD,  if  Congress,  (in  view  of  the  contra.st,  say,  between 
Virgi.:;:i  sjjd  Pennsylvania,  or  Kentucky  and  Ohio,)  believes  that 
the  t-X'"' i.-jf>n  of  Slavery  is  a  regulation  ''needful"  to  preserve  the 
vabe  o:'  li^  puhlic  lands,  and  promote  their  early  settlement  and  culti- 
vation :  'wiy  ha-  it  not  the  same  rigiit  to  make  sucli  a  regulation  as 
tt*  ••  [.n.-e<-:t  the  lands  from  trespass  and  waste,"  —  one  of  the 
bgiiinia--  objects  s]iecitied  by  Judge  Cami'BELL  for  the  exercise 
of  it-  r<  ^"T  ' 

Th;i:  r.  ii-  exercise  the  riglits  of  person  and  jjioperty.  as  Judge 
Tam  V  irisi-L->,  must  be  respected,  nobody  dis])utes.  Legislative 
di-iT'  :;<;■  _  }»e  its  range  wide  or  narrow,  sliould  always  lie  con- 
-ii<'iitio;.L-lT  exercised,  that  is,  should  always  aim  to  embody  justice 
a~  \\>  ].  j^-  -/jund  poliry  in  statute  law  ;  and  for  this  very  reason 
wf  :;f:;  •'-  -.r.a:  Congre--  may,  and  ouglu  to,  forbid  Slavery  where  it 
aloie  !.;-,  —  whether  by  grant  of  the  Constitution,  or  from  the 
nece.-.-r;.  o:  the  case,  —  the  right  to  legislate.     Since,  therefore,  in 
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thij  laiiLriinirc  ofJiid^io  MARSiiALf-,  (juoted  witli  ap|)rovin<^  c!iij)ha>is 
1)V  .ludiie  Tankv,  "  wliicliever  may  be  the  source  wliciicc  the  jHtwer 
[op  ("oiifiress,  to  jxovern  the  Territories]  is  derived,  the  possession 
ot"  it  is  utuiuestioued ;"  and  sinee  none  exists  el.-ewhere  to  put 
justice  and  jrood  poHcy  into  the  t'orni  of  hiw  in  the  Territories,  the 
simple  fact  that  Slavery  is  unjust  and  pernicious  establishes  at 
once  the  rijiht  and  the  dutv  of  Conjiress  to  exclude  it  thence.  This 
would  not  invade  the  rights  of  |>erson,  but  would  prevent  in  the 
Territories  that  grossest  invasion  of  personal  rights,  the  claim,  by 
one  man,  of  property  in  the  person  of  another ;  —  nor  the  rights  of 
property,  for  as  property  in  num  can  exist  "only  by  positive  law," 
as  Lord  ^Iansiikld  said,  and  not  by  right,  no  right  is  invaded 
when  the  law,  inidoing  its  own  wrong,  forbids  what  without  and 
against  right  it  permitted. 

But  to  this  view  Judge  Taney  and  his  four  Southern  associates 
interpose  the  assumption,  that  "the  Constitution  distinctly  atlirms 
the  right  of  property  in  a  Slave,  and  makes  no  distinction  between 
that  description  of  [»roperty  and  any  other  property  owned  by  a 
citizen,"  and  that  "  the  only  power  conferred"  on  Congress  in  regard 
t(»  it  "  is  the  power  coupled  with  the  duty  of  guarding  and  protecting 
th(!  owner's  rights."  Thence  thev  infer  that  Slaves  mav  be  carried 
to  and  held  in  the  Tenitorics,  in  spite  of  any  prohibition  by  Con- 
gress, and  that  the  transfer  of  such  ''  property  "  from  a  Slave  State 
to  a  Territory,  even  where  Slavery  has  been  prohibited,  does  not, 
as  has  heretofore  been  held,  emancipate  the  Slave.  This  inference 
is  too  mod(!st  by  far.  If  the  doctrine  of  the  SlavehoUling  .Judges 
is  sound,  much  more  than  this  legitimately  tbllows  from  it.  Carried 
out  consistently,  it  would  authorize  the  talking  of  Slaves  into  the 
States  also ;  to  be  held  there,  not  merely  during  transit,  according 
to  .Judge  Ivank's  decision  in  the  c;ise  of  Passmoue  Williamson, 
but  tor  life,  if  so  the  master  chooses.  For  what  right  has  a  State, 
any  more  than  Congress,  to  take  from  an  owner  property,  his  right 
to  which  "  is  expressly  alhrmed  "  by  what  the  States  all  accept  as 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ?  Or  what  ditlerence  can  it  make  in 
the  owner's  right  to  his  [)roperty,  whether  he  is  passing  through  a 
State,  or  has  come  to  rc.-ide  in  it  ?  A  Virginian  miirratinsr  to 
Ohio  to  >e(tle  there,  has  an  nndonliled  right  to  take  with  him  and 
keep  in  his  new  home  his  hon^jiold  goods,  implements  of  labor, 
cattle,  horses,  and  the  like  ;  and  nobody  pretends  that  Ohio  could 
rightfully  deprive  him  of  them.     Now  if,  as  Judge  Taney  teaches, 
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there  is  no  "  difference  between  property  in  a  Shu'c  and  other 
property,"  and  no  "different  rules  may  hit  applied  to  it  in  expound- 
ing the  Constitution,"  ha?  not  the  Virginian  settler  in  Ohio  jtlainly 
the  same  riglit  to  take  thither  and  permanently  hold  there  his 
Slaves,  as  to  take  and  hold  any  other  property  ?  Has  not  any 
Slaveholder  who  chooses,  as  good  a  right  to  ])lant  Slavery,  as  to 
]»lant  corn  or  potatoes,  in  any  State  of  the  Union?  It"  the  five 
Southern  Judges  rightly  expound  the  Constitution,  every  State  of 
the  Union  is  already,  for  aught  we  can  see,  a  Slave  State,  so  hir  as 
thi-  recognized  supreme  law  is  concerned  ;  and  waits  but  the  will  of 
the  Slave  Power  to  use  its  legal  rights,  in  ordi-r  to  become  such  in 
fact  as  well  as  law. 

We  do  not  suppose  that  Northern  public  sentiment  would  toler- 
ate, or  Slave-holding  arrogance  would  risk,  as  yet,  an  attempt  to 
carry  out  the  principles  of  the  decision  to  their  full  extent  ;  but  if 
the  application  already  made  of  them  is  acquiesced  in,  who  can  say 
how  long  it  will  be  before  such  an  attempt  ^cill  be  made,  and  will 
succeed?  The  corrupting  influence  of  complicity  with  Slaveholding, 
aiul  the  debasing  power  of  acquiescence  in  the  assumi)tions  of  a 
despotic  oligarchy,  have  been  too  amply  illustrated  in  our  nation's 
history  thus  far,  to  leave  room  for  doubt  of  their  feartul  ethciency  in 
the  time  to  come,  if  suffered  to  continue.  This  very  decision,  so 
wiilely  at  variance  with  law  and  right,  so  audaciou-  in  its  assump- 
tions, so  aggressive  in  its  bearing,  would  never  have  been  pro- 
nounced, even  by  a  bench  of  Pro-Slavery  Judges,  had  not  the  way 
Ikh'u  prepared  lor  it  l>y  many  a  tame  concession,  and  many  an 
iniquitous  act  in  aid  of  Slavery  on  the  part  of  the  North.  Nay, 
the  North  would  never  have  had  to  look  to  a  bench  of  Pro-Slavery 
Judges  for  inteqiretations  of  law  and  Constitution,  if  she  hail  not 
striuk  hands  with  oppressors,  and  become  pai'tner  in  their  iniquities. 
It  is  well  to  denounce  the  Dked  Scott  decision  and  its  authors ;  but 
so  long  as  they  who  denounce,  keep  up  an  alhance  with  those  who 
demand  such  outrages,  what  guarantee  can  they  have  against  the 
ivi'urrence  of  the  like,  or  worse  ?  If  Slaveholders  are  to  be  in  the 
Union,  they  must  be  admitted  to  share  its  posts  of  honor  and  influ- 
eni.'e — to  help  enact,  expound  and  administer  its  laws : — and  will 
u-^  the  power  thus  acijuired,  to  extend  and  strengthen  Slavery.  If 
sl.u:  out  from  such  posts,  they  will  comi)lain  that  it  is  no  equal 
I'uion  ;  just  as  they  now  com])lain  that  it  is  no  equal  Union,  unless 
they  can  go  with  their  peculiar  property  all  over  the   country,  and 
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liavc  it  everywhere  reg.orded  -acred.  To  us  it  seems  that  every 
valid  argument  against  conceding  what  they  ask,  is  no  less  valid 
against  those  concessions  which,  for  the  sake  of  Union,  the  Consti- 
tution has  indubitably  made  ;  or,  indeeil,  against  such  as  imist  be 
made,  in  order  to  a  union  with  Slaveholders  purposing  to  continue 
such.  For  the  b;vsis  of  such  argument  is  the  wrongfulness  of 
Slavery ;  and  therefore  it  condemns,  as  also  wrong,  whatever  gives 
the  system  countenance.  Once  grant  that  Slaves  are  property  by 
right,  as  well  as  by  what  claims  the  name  of  law,  and  how  can 
Taney's  sophistry  be  met,  or  his  false  conclusions  be  rebutted  ?  But 
refusing  to  grant  this,  how  can  any  measure  of  complicity  with 
Slaveholding  be  justified  ?  "No  Union  avith  Slaveholders"  is 
the  moral,  then,  which  we  draw  from  the  Dred  Scott  decision. 

Though  few  agree  with  us  in  this,  yet  the  decision  is  far  from 
being  generally  received  in  a  submissive  spirit  at  the  North.  Press 
and  plattbrm  and  pulpit  have  warmly  reprobated  it,  and  a  determi- 
nation to  deny  it  the  authority  of  law,  and  refuse  it  obedience  and 
respect,  has  been  widely  manifested,  and  in  several  States  has  taken 
^hape  in  legislative  action.  The  Legislature  of  New  York  has 
hinted  its  estimate  of  the  Court's  opinion  on  colored  citizenshij),  by 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  that  State,  enal)ling 
colored  men  to  vote  on  equal  terms  with  others ;  and  has  given,  in 
the  following  resolutions,  its  judgment  on  the  doctrine  of  "  no  ditier- 
ence  between  property  in  Slaves  ;xnd  any  other  property,"  and  on 
tlie  character  and  etFect  of  the  Court's  position  considered  generally : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  State  will  not  allow  Slavery  within  her 
borders,  under  any  pretence,  or  for  any  time,  however  short. 

''  Resoli-fd,  That  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by 
reason  of  a  majority  of  the  Judges  thereof  having  identified  it  with 
a  sectional  and  aggressive  party,  has  impaired  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  people  of  this  State." 

The  House  of  Representatives  also  passed  an  Act,  declaring 
that — 

"  Neither  descent,  near  or  remote,  from  an  African,  whether  such 
African  is,  or  may  have  been,  a  Slave  or  not,  nor  color  of  skin, 
shall  discpialify  any  pei-son  from  becoming  a  citizen  of  this  State,  or 
deprive  such  person  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen  thereof ; 
that  every  Slave  who  shall  come,  or  be  brought,  or  be  in  this  State, 
with  the  consent  of  his  or  her  master  or  p'.istress,  or  who  shall  come 
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or  be  brought,  or  bo  involuntarily  in  thU  State,  shall  bo  free;  and 
that  ovcry  ])erson  who  shall  hold",  or  attenij)!  to  hold,  in  this  Stato, 
in  Slavery  or  as  a  Slave,  any  person  mentioned  as  a  Slave  in  the 
second  section  of  this  Act,  or  any  free  person  of  color,  in  any  Ibmi, 
or  under  any  pretence,  or  for  any  time,  however  short,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  confined 
in  the  State  Prison,  at  hard  labor,  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  ten  years." 

But,  coming  to  the  Senate  late  in  the  session,  that  body,  greatly 
to  its  own  di>credit,  refused  to  consider  the  bill,  and  it  failed  to 
become  a  law. 

Maine  has  enacted  that — 

"  Any  Slave  voluntarily  brought  into  this  State  by  his  master,  or 
with  his  knowledge  or  odiisLiit,  shall  thereby  become  free;  and  any 
attempt  by  any  pcrxm  to  i(_>lraiii  such  Slave  of  hi-  liberty,  or  to 
C'XorciM'  till'  aulliority  of  nia-tii-  ovii'  him.  slinll  be  jiuni-hod  by  a 
fine  iii»t  excei'diiig  one  t)iou.-and  tlollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  one  year." 

Ohio  has  in  like  manner  declared  that  "  if  any  person  shall  bring 
into  this  State  any  utlier  per.-oii  with  intent  to  hold  him  as  a  Slave, 
or  shall  so  hold  or  aid  in  holding  any  jterson  within  that  State,  he 
shall  be  jiuni.-lit'd  by  imprisonment  not  less  than  three  nor  more 
than  nine  months. .an<l  by  fine  not  less  than  two  hundred  nor  more 
than  live  hundred  dollar.-;"  and  that  "every  person  coming  within 
this  State  otht;rwise  than  as  a  j)erson  held  to  service  in  another 
State  under  the  laws  thereof,  and  escaping  into  this  State,  shall  be 
deemed  and  lield  in  all  court-  as  absolutely  iree." 

With  these  may  be  pi-uperly  associated  other  recent  legislative 
acts,  which,  though  not  expressly  relating  to  que.-tions  raised  in  the 
decision  we  have  been  considering,  are  probably  due,  in  part  at 
least,  to  the  spirit  it  has  awakened :  and  have  the  same  general,  if 
not  the  same  specific  purpose  as  those  already  quoted.  Such  are 
the  Act  of  Maine,  providing  for  the  legal  defence,  at  the  State's 
cost,  of  persons  claimed  within  its  bounds  as  fugitive  Slaves  ; — the 
Act  of  Ohio,  forbidding  the  use  of  the  prisons  in  that  State,  for  the 
confinement  of  allen:od  fugitives  from  Slaverv,  a)id  the  driving  of  aid 
by  its  citizens,  (except  as  officers  of  the  Feiloral  Government,)  in 
arresting  any  per.-on  on  pretence  tlial  lie  j-  a  fugitive  Slave,  or  in 
iemo\  ing  .-uch   jiei'^on   from   the   Slate    to  be    el.-ewhere   held   as   a 
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Slave  ; — the  Act  of  Wisconsin,  wliich  prohibits  the  cnfoirin,2  of 
any  JLulgnaent  again -"t  any  [)t'r>on  within  that  State,  for  violation  of 
llie  Fuiritive  Slave  Act  of  1850; — and  the  resolutions  of  the  Ohio 
L('0'i5lature,  declaring  it  a  duty  to  use  all  power,  consistent  with  the 
national  compact,  to  prevent  the  increase  of  Slavery,  to  mitigate 
and  finally  eradicate  it;  that  the  Ordinance  of '87,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  Slavery,  >h(juld  he  extended  to  all  the  Territories  ;  and 
that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  Ohio  be  requested  to 
vote  against  the  admission  of  any  State,  unless  Slavery  is  forbidden 
by  its  Constitution. 

Tf  all  this  does  not  come  fully  up  to  the  demands  of  the  occasion, 
still  it  is  not  without  encouraging  significance,  as  px'oving  that  the 
forms  of  law,  and  the  outward  show  of  even  highest  authority, 
are  not  to  pass  unquestioned,  when,  perverted  to  defeat  the  \  ery 
purposes  of  their  institution,  they  are  employed  to  tetter  Free- 
men, that  the  holding  of  Slaves  may  be  rendered  easier  and  more 
secure,  and  allowed  a  wider  range. 


Slave  Insurrections. 

The  past  year  has  revealed  afresh  the  perils  which,  concealed  or 
manifest,  are  ever  incident  to  Slavery  ;  ;\nd  that  discpiieting  sense  of 
insecurity  which  lui'ks  in  the   oppressor's  l)osora,  scarce  acknowl- 
edged to  himself  while  all  is   tranquil  on  the  surface  of  his  >oeial 
state,  but  ready  to  break  out  in    wild  alarn^  at   the  first  ap[>earance 
or    definite    suspicion    of    danger.       About    the    beginning    of   last 
November,  the  whole   South  was  startled  by  intelligence  of  a  pla)\ 
of  insurrection,   discovered  just    before    it    was  ripe  for  execution, 
amonir    the  Slaves    employed   at   the   Cumberland  Iron  Works  in 
Tennessee.      Then    followed  those    atrocities    which    tyrants,    mad 
with    fear,  are  prompt  to  perpetrate    upon  their  subjects  guilty  or 
suspected  of  a  purpose  to  assert  their   rights.     Patrols  and  Vigi- 
lance Committees  were  on  the  alert.  Lynch  Law  with  its  summary 
process  supplanted  Statute  and  Conunon  Law,  and  the  tardy  action 
of  regular  tribunals ;  torture    procured    the    needed   evidence,  an<l 
-:eoiir"in<j  and    hanirinir  were    the  order  of  the  dav.     One  aceount, 
purporting  to  come    from  a  pcr-on  present  when  a  numl)er  of'  tlie 
su.-pected    Slaves    were    ''examined,"   <pi  ak<   of   -;onie   of   iliem   a> 
"taking  live  or  ?i\  hiuulred  Ui^lies  before  they  would   tell   (he   uile  " 
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required  of  them ;  and  adds  that  "  diie  of  the  negroes  at  tlie  forge 
died  from  whipping  that  night,  several  hours  after  tlie  operation." 
Whether  innoeent  or  guihy  of  the  alleged  offence,  could  be  known 
of  course  to  Omniscience  only;  but  what  of  that?  He  was  black, 
and  a  Slave,  and  that  was  enough  to  justify  suspicion  and  "  ex- 
amination;" and  then  the  hardy  heroism  with  which  he  bore  the 
murderous  torture,  rather  than  disclose  the  plot  if  he  knew  of  any, 
or  invent  a  lie  to  suit  the  purpose  of  his  tormentors,  if  he  did  not, 
was  proof  sufficient  of  his  guilt ;  for  it  revealed  a  manhood  too 
noble  to  be  content  in  bondage.  Another  statement  says,  that 
"  more  than  sixty  Slaves  in  tlie  Iron  "Works  were  implicated,  and 
nine  were  hung,  four  by  the  decision  of  a  Court,  and  five  by  a 
mob."  In  anotlier  account  we  read  that  "  six  negroes  were  hung 
at  Dover,  by  the  infuriated  citizens,"  and  in  yet  anotlier  and  later 
one,  that  '•  eiglit  more  had  been  hung  at  Dover,  making  nineteen 
in  all.  No  overt  act  had  been  coiniuitted,  but  the  proof  against 
them  of  insurrectionary  designs,  it  is  scn'd,  was  conclusive."  We 
are  told,  also,  of  "  a  white  man  named  Taylok,"  who  "  was  hung 
at  Dover,  on  presumptive  evidence  of  having  been  engaged  in 
exciting  the  Slaves  to  revolt ; "  that  citizens  of  Dover  were  in 
pursuit  of  two  other  white  men  suspected  of  the  same  offence; 
and  that  one  white  man  had  been  '*  deliberately  murdered  by  a  mob, 
after  he  had  been  acquitted."  What  other,  and  hoAV  many,  kindred 
horrors  were  enacted,  we  can  but  guess  from  being  told  that 
"  the  insurrectionary  movement  in  Tennessee  obtained  more  head- 
way tlian  is  known  to  the  public,  important  fact-  being  sui)pressed 
in  order  to  check  th('  spread  of  the  contagion,  and  prevent  the  true 
condition  of  affairs  from  being  understood  elsewhere."  The  alarm 
and  its  bloody  consecjuences  were  not  confined  to  Tennessee.  At 
Cadiz,  in  Kentucky,  several  Free  colored  men  were  arrested,  and 
one,  if  no  more,  "  was  hung  after  a  trial  by  the  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee." A  white  man  was  hung  not  long  before,  for  denouncing 
the  cruelty  of  the  frightened  despots,  and  another  was  whijjped 
for  showing  synij)athy  with  its  victims. 
The  Richmond  (Va.)  Enquirer  says  :  — 

"  All  at  (.nee.  in  Kentucky.  Tennessee.  ]\Iissouri,  Arkansas, 
Louinana  and  Texas,  it  is  discovered  that  the  Slaves  are  medita- 
ting M-heme-  of  insurrection.  These  are  not  th--  Avild  and  visionary 
project,-  witli  wliicli  negroes  may  be  dispo-ed  to  amuse  il)einsel\<'< 
in  the  nioA  <juiet  comniunilie.-,  but   the    maturely   pie])ared,  and  in 
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some    In-tanocs  the    partially  •executed  plans  of  a  deliberate  and 
Avidu-s[)read  purpose  of  revolt." 

« 

In  the  Jlissonri  Democrat,  of  December  4th,  we  read  : 

"  For  the  past  month,  the  journals  from  different  Southern  States 
have  been  tilled  with  numberless  alarms  respecting  contemplated 
risings  of  the  negro  population.  In  Tennessee,  in  Missouri,  in 
Virginia,  and  in  Alabama,  so  imminent  has  been  deemed  the 
danger,  that  the  most  severe  measures  have  been  adopted  to  i)revent 
their  congregating  or  visiting  after  night,  to  su[)press  their  cus- 
tomary attendance  at  neighborhood  preachings,  and  to  keep  a 
vigilant  watch  upon  all  their  movements,  by  an  etrieient  patrolling 
system.  This  is  assuredly  a  most  lamentable  condition  for  the 
Slave  States,  tor  nothing  causes  such  terror  upon  the  plantations  as 
the  bare  .-us[)iciou  of  these  insun'ections." 

A  Baltimore  (Md.)  paper  speaks  of  "  another  pre{)ared  plan  of 
insurrection  just  detected  and  defeated  in  South  Carolina,"  and 
adds,  "  occurring  at  the  same  time  in  .-o  many  se[)arate  localities, 
these  discoveries  suggest  the  suspicion  of  a  very  general  spirit  of 
insubordination  among  the  negro  population." 

Louisiana  papers  mention  the  putting  to  death  of  two  white  men 
in  Southern  Arkansas,  accused  of  exciting  the  Slaves  to  insurrec- 
tion, in  that  region  and  Northern  Louisiana.  The  New  York 
EveniiKj  Post,  after  publishing  numerous  reports  of  plots  detected 
or  suspected  in  many  [)arts  of  the  South,  continues  thus  :  — 

"  How  far  the  extent  and  formidable  character  of  the  meditated 
revolt  of  the  .Slaves  may  have  been  exaggerated  by  the  distrust  of 
their  masters,  and  by  the  alarm  which  is  apt  to  attend  every  daii'^'er 
that  is  imperfectly  disclosed,  we  cannot  say;  but  this,  at  least,  is 
certain,  that  over  a  tract  of  country,  including  a  pai-t  at  least  of 
six  or  seven  States  of  the  Union,  the  whites  live  in  a  state  of  real 
or  fancied  insecurity,  on  account  of  the  supposed  enmity  of  the 
black  race,  who  dwell  as  menial  servants  in  their  houses,  and  who 
cultivate  their  tields.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  sought  to  strike  terror 
into  the  blacks  by  public  whippings  of  the  accused  without  convic- 
tion. Over  a  vast  extent  of  country  the  patrols,  by  which  the 
Slaves  are  watched  at  night,  and  kept  tVora  holding  dangerous  com- 
munications with  each  other,  are  more  active  and  vigilant  than 
ever.  No  white  man  in  that  region  lays  his  head  on  his  pillow 
with  perfect  contidence  that  he  will  not  be  awakened  before  morn- 
ing by  a  l)lack  hand  at  his  throat,  or  by  the  blaze  of  his  dwelling 
tired  by  his  own  work  people." 
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Similar  quotations  might  easily  bg  multiplied,  but  these  will 
puihce  to  ,-how  on  what  a  mine  of  explosive  elements  the  Southern 
social  fabric  rests.  The  moi-nl  of  the  tale  is  all  the  same,  whether 
the  late  alarm  Avas  wholly  warranted  by  discovered  facts,  or 
whether  these  supposed  discoveries  were  in  large  measure  due  to 
the  natural  exaggerations  of  ]ianic  fear.  For  the  reality  of  so 
great  a  danger  as  would  justify  this  wide-spread  terror,  and  impel 
to  these  bloody  deeds,  is  scarcely  a  stronger  proof  of  the  dislocation 
of  the  social  organism,  and  the  falsehood  of  existing  relations  be- 
tween the  different  classes —  rather  cjastes  —  at  the  South,  than  is 
the  possibility  of  such  a  panic  uncaused  by  real  imminence  of 
danjrer. 


o 


The  Church. 

Of  the  attitude  of  the  American  Church  in  regard  to  the  Slave 
Question,  we  have  still  to  reiterate  our  former  testimony.  Some 
progress  has,  we  think,  been  made  toward  a  better  position  than  it 
hitherto  has  lield.  but  so  little  that,  as  a  whole,  it  still  remains  what 
it  was  long  ago  justly  styled  by  Jamks  G.  Birnky,  "  The  Bul- 
wark of  American  Slavery."  All  the  great,  leading  sects,  and 
nearly  all  others,  we  believe,  still  have  in  their  communion  —  or 
hold  religious  fellowship  with  such  as  have  —  those  who  claim  men 
as  property,  who  buy  and  sell  for  gain  the  "members  of  Christ's 
body ; "  who  "  use  their  neighbors'  service  without  wages,"  and 
deny  mental  culture  and  social  and  domestic  rights  to  acknowledged 
children  of  a  common  Father,  acknowledged  sharers  in  a  common 
redemption.  They  brand,  as  heretic  or  infidel,  dissenters  from 
their  abstract  dogmas  of  theology ;  but  extol  as  orthodox  and 
eminently  pious,  and  crown  with  their  highest  ecclesiastical  honors, 
men  who  quote  Scripture  in  defence  of  Slavery,  uphold  it  as  a  just 
and  Christian  system,  "  in  harmony  with  natural  and  revealed  reli- 
gion," and  charge  God  himself  with  ''  tralDcking  in  Slaves."  With 
some  excej)tions.  their  places  of  religious  worship  are  closed  against 
the  jiublic,  foreknown  utterance  of  Anti-Slavery  truth,  whether  by 
reject ers  or  receivers  of  their  creeds.  In  their  ecclesiastical  assem- 
blages of  whatever  name,  the  discussion  of  Slavery  and  their  own 
relation  to  it,  though  sometimes  borne  with  as  inevitable  in  these 
day.-  of  general  agitation  of  the  question,  is  far  enougli  from  meet- 
ing general  favor,  but  is  rather  deemed  an  evil  to  be  shunned  if 
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possible.  They  still  give  coimtenuiK-e  and  support  to  tliose  great 
associations  and  serai-ecclesiastical  corporations,  which  claim  to  be  at 
work  evangelizing  the  world,  and  which  yet  arc  silent  or  worse  than 
silent  in  regard  to  Slavery,  even  when  rae<'ting  it  on  the  very  track 
ot"  their  legitimate  operations,  and  compelled  to  grapple  witli  it,  or 
turn  aside  from  their  accustomed  course  ot"  policy  touching  other 
far  less  tlagrant  violations  of  Gospel  principles. 

It  is  true,  no  doubt,  that  some  members,  in  most  if  not  all  nf  tlie  re- 
ligious sects,  dislike  their  attitude  in  regard  to  Slavery,  and  desire  a 
change.  Hence  comes  it,  that  discussions  of  the  unwelcome  (piestion 
will  arise,  and  "  capping  the  volcano,"  as  certain  reverend  conserva- 
tives of  the  New  School  Presbyterian  l)ody  once  congratulated 
themselves  that  they  had  succeeded  in  doing,  will  not  keep  down 
forever  the  unruly  tires.  But  the  discovery  of  this  truth  has  taught 
conservatism  a  shrewder  policy;  and,  instead  of  aiming  at  complete 
repression,  it  opens  vents  for  the  disturbing  element ;  now  yielding 
and  now  holding  back,  in  such  proportions  as,  if  possible,  to  ^oothe 
the  troubled  consciences,  yet  not  disquiet  those  who  arc  at  ease  in 
Zion,  or  alienate  the  doers  of  the  wrong  complained  of.  Take,  for 
example,  the  action  of  the  sect  just  named,  which,  after  careful  and 
elaborate  analysis,  an  accurate  ^Vnti-SIavery  writer  thus  sums  up: — 

"  Their  ministers  and  church  members  hold  Slaves  and  defend 
Slavery;  their  churches  allow  these  things,  and  their  Synods  allow 
them,  without  remonstrance  ;  but  their  General  Assembly,  whose 
object  it  is  to  retain  t[uietlv  in  the  connection  at  once  the  defenders 
of  Slavery,  the  objectors  to  it,  and  the  tar  larger  number  of  persons 
totally  indifferent  on  that  sulyeci,  trims  between  three  parties,  and 
publishes,  every  two  or  three  years,  a  manifoto  containing  the  fol- 
lowing discordant  elements: — 

1.  Denunciation  of  Slaveiy. 

2.  Permission  of  it  for  the  present. 

3.  Justification  of  it. 

4.  Sympathy  with  those  who  practise  it. 

5.  Censure  of  those  who  oppose  it." 

The  notorious  Dr.  Ro33,  who  holds"  that  Slavery  is  ordained  of 
God,  as  a  good  to  the  master,  to  the  slave  and  to  the  community,"  tells 
Dr.  Barnes,  who  has  attempted  to  make  out  an  Anti-Slavery 
character  tor  the  New  School  Presbyterian  Church, — 

"  I  agree  with  you,  that  the  Presbyteriim   Church,  both   before 
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and  since  its  division,  has  testifu'd,  after  afiisln'oii.  ii;r;iin?t  Slavory. 
But  sonit'  of  its  action  lia~  liecii  very  curious  tc.-tiinony."' 

Then,  aflcr  citiiiji  fact-;  to  >li(>\v  lii-  inranisiji,  and.  among  tliC  rest, 
alluding;  to  the  General  >V<.-(.iiil)l_v's  "  lestinioi'V  "  at  DL'troit,  as  ••  .-o 
adiniralily  worded,  that  hotli  Southern  men  and  Nor;licrn  men 
niiuht  vote  i'or  it  wiih  clear  eon-eiences,"  he  .-a}'.~  :- - 

"I  admit  that  after  tin-  sort  }ou  have  the  stuliilied  abstractions 
ol'  the  New  School  Pre>hytei-iau  C'liuich.  -while  I  have  its  common 
sen-e.      Yuii  /tare  its  DeljJtic  u-orJ.<:.      J  hart'  its  ACTIONS." 

The  Doctor's  <daim  is  certainly  not  discountenanced  by  sindi  state- 
ments as  this  below,  published  la>t  summer  in  the  Xew  York  Inde- 
pendent : — 

'*  In  the  chundi  in  Madison  Square,  New  York,  members  of  the 
New  School  General  Assembly  opeidy  avowetl  themselves  Slave- 
holders from  choice,  and  declared  their  full  accej^ar.ce  of  the  system 
of  Slavery  a-  it  exists  ;  and  then  .--al  down  at  the  table  of  Chi-i>t  to 
commemorate  his  death,  as  tlie  rre.-liyterian  Church  of  the  United 
State.-." 

F(U'  the  Conjri-egational  Cliun'hes  of  the  North,  cxemiiiion  from 
the  charge  of  being  I'ro-Slavery.  eithei-  in  character  or  in  position, 
is  often  strenuou.-ly  claimed,  in  part  becau.-e  they  have  no  organic 
union  with  cliundies  having  Slaveholding  members,  and  in  part 
because  of  decdarations  they,  or  some  of  them,  htive  made  condemna- 
tory of  Slavery.  Ihit  against  thi>  claim  it  may  be  urged,  that  their 
declarations  have  not  alway>  been  so  clear  and  pointed  as  the  case 
demand-;  or,  if  .-o,  have  too  often  been  muidi  moi-e  than  neutralized 
in  ])ractice ;  that  in  various  ways  they  recognize  the  Christian 
standing  of  Slaveholding  Churches;  as  by  interchange  of  sacramen- 
tal jirivileges,  of  ])ulpit  services,  of  delegation-  to  Assembly  and 
A--(»ciation,  and  the  like;  that  they  co-operate  with  such  churches, 
in  viiiually  Pro-Slavery  Tract  Societies  and  Mission  IJoards  ;  that 
they  treat  the  teaching  of  Pro-Slavery  heresies  by  preacher,  college 
]ire~i(leiit  and  theological  profes-or  as  no  way  inc()m|)atible  with 
sounde>i  Ciiri-tian  ( )rtlioil().\y :  and  for  these,  and  other  reasons, 
tlie  claim  caimot  be  vet  allowed.  AVe  do  not  mean  to  .-ay  that  none 
among  tiieni  have  a  rii:ht  to  that  exemjjtion;  but  that  .-udi  as  have 
are  case.-  of  exception,  and  wc  are  dealing  with  the  general  fact. 

U 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  .Massachu- 
setts, last  June,  Resolutions  were  adopted,  somewhat  tain<l\'  disap- 
proving the  silence  of  the  Tract  Society  "  on  the  enoi-inous  and 
admitted  evils  uf  Slavery  ;"  declaring  that  "  the  time  iviU  come,  if'xX. 
has  not  already,"  [there  is  much  viitue  in  an  it,]  when  not  to  he 
against  so  evil  and  dangerous  a  system,  will  he  to  be  tor  it,  and 
"therefore  the  Society  should"  [not  take  at  once,  but]  "•he  rcdih/  to 
take  the  position  to  which  tln'  Providence  of  God  and  the  demands 
of  the  age  summon  it,  and  exert  its  powerful  influence  agaiii>t  the 
sins  of  Slavery,  as  against  other  sins  ;"  and  expres.-ing  gratification 
"with  the  action  of  the  Society  at  its  recent  meeting,  in  a[)p()inting 
a  Committee  of  Investigation,"  as  "a  wise  and  liuidy  measure, 
evincing  a  willingness  to  reconsider,"  [and  delay  doiiKj,  tor  another 
year,]  "  its  duty  on  the  subject  of  Slavery."  And  so  the  Association 
waits  another  year,  wliile  this  Committee  "investigates"  to  find  out 
whether  man-stealing,  woman-scourging,  labor-robbing,  marriage- 
abrogating,  soul-smothering,  j)erpetiated  on  the  largest  scale,  should 
be  rebuked  as  sharply  as  dancing,  and  the  like  enormities.  "The 
encroachments  of  Slavery"  evoked  a  re.-olution  "that  the  crisis  calls 
f()r"  [not  energetic  action  against  Slavery,  but]  "special  prayer  tor 
the  nation,  and  redoubled  eflbrts  to  ditluse"  [not  to  (ippJy  to  the  spe- 
cific "enormous  evil"  in  (juestion,]  "the  spirit  of  the  Go-pel,"  an<l 
reiiuires  us  to  be  "firm  in  defence  of  the  interests  of  Freedom  and 
the  inion^'  [with  those  who  pracli>e  the  enormous  evils,  and  make 
upon  u3  the  encroachments,  we  denounce.]  ainl  to  "seek  to  promote 
them  in  lawful,  wise  and  Christian  methods."  P'or  practical  com- 
ment, by  the  Association  itself,  on  these  Resolutions,  we  have  what 
follows. 

The  question  of  continuing  fraternal  relations  with  the  I'resliyte- 
rimi  General  Assemblies,  Old  School  and  New,  was  discussetl ;  and 
action  on  it  was  postponed  to  another  year.  The  Presbyterian  dele- 
gates to  the  Association,  while  asserting  their  right,  as  C  hri.-tians, 
to  hold  Slaves,  and  their  determination  to  hold  them,  "felt  tliat  they 
had  the  sympathy  and  respect  of  a  majority  of  the  members;"  a 
feeling  warranted  by  the  language  even  of  those  members  who  dis- 
sented from  their  views  of  Slavery. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  proceedings  of  corresponding  ecclesias- 
t  ical  bodies  in  the  other  New  England  States, — the  General  (  onference 
ot  Maine, the  General  Convention  in  Vermont,  the  General  Association 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  Eva^-'elical  Consociation  in  Rhode  Island, — 
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discovers  tlic  same  tender  rtnd  cautious  handlino;  of  the  subject, 
and  abundant  corroboration  of  our  tlieory  respectini,''  tlu-  cause  of 
adopting  that  mode  of  treatment.  Of  the  inliercnt  sinfulness  of 
Slavery  tlicy  say  little  or  nothing,  but  certain  abuses  connected 
M-ith  it.  and  its  "  encroachments."  particularly  in  Kansas,  which 
attract  so  largely  the  attention  of  the  pulilic.  they  are  bold  to  con- 
demn, and  in  view  of  them  to  counsel,  after  long  debate,  such 
prompt  and  daring  measures  as — to  pray  and  wait.  Not,  how- 
ever. t(t  pray  too  indiscriminately.  In  the  Connecticut  Associa- 
tion, a  proposal  to  include,  among  the  occasions  of  prayer,  the 
malign  influence  of  the  Slave-Power  on  the  Southern  Churches, 
was  withdrawn  /"/  fivnrr^'l  rcijiicaf.  V\"e  find  no  fault  with  the 
advice  to  pray,  so  it  has  fit  accompaniment.  But  ••prayer  is  the 
soul's  sincere  desire.'"  and  desire  impel-  to  acd'/ii  to  attain  its 
object:  so,  it  mouM  seem,  some  tamest  work  might  give  appro- 
priate emphasis  to  this  a'ivice.  Xot  such  exactly,  as  the  Rhode 
Island  Consociation  did.  wlicn  it  invited  two  of  tlie  most  perti- 
nacious defenders  of  Slave  ry  from  tlie  Bible.  Dr.  Rice,  of  the  Old 
Sehool.  and  Ivcv.  Mr.  I'coii.  of  the  New  School  General  Assembly, 
to  assist  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  :  or  such  as  may 
be  looked  for  from  the  ministers  and  churches  of  Vermont,  if  Rev. 
Samitl  Day.  tlieir  delegate  to  the  Rhode  Island  Consociation, 
spoke  truly  in  declaring  tliat  they  were  "  willing  Slavery  should 
exist  where  it  is  already,  though  unwilling  it  should  be  extended 
to  territory  now  free." 

The  Western  Unitarian  Coi;fcrencc,  at  its  last  meeting,  held  in 
Chicago,  refused  to  pass  resolutions  condemning  the  outrages  on 
Freedom  in  Kansas  and  Washington,  though  the  objectors  all 
irnJirliJaiiVij  approved  the  sentiments  of  the  resolutions,  and 
avowed — and  who  should  know  it  better? — their  own  Anti-Slavery 
fiilelity  and  boldness  of  speecli  at  home,  and  in  their  own  pulpits. 
But  "it. would  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  Conference,"  to  say  all 
together  what  each  said  separately  :  and  would  "'  injure  the  cause 
of  Unitarianism"  to  show  a  collective  abhorrence  of  the  barbarism 
wliich  each  man  singly  abhorred  with  his  whole  soul.  '•  In 
short,"'  says  the  Chr'a^lian  Imjuirfr,  the  b'nitarian  organ  in  New 
York.  ••  it  was  all  tlie  ol  1.  oily,  lukewarm,  doughy,  cottony  talk, 
heard  any  tinif  in  the  la^t  ten  years  in  conferences,  caucuses,  pul- 
pits, and  tlie  corners  of  the  streets  :  a  part  of  the  great,  weak 
policy  of  do-nothing,  say-nothing,  stand-aside-and-let-alone  acqui- 
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escence  and  compromise,  under  which  Slavery  has  rrxown  so 
strong,  rampant  and  aggressive,  and  Liberty  so  emasculate  and 
paralyzed  ;  a  part  of  the  miserable  Atheism  which  excludes  God 
from  the  government  of  the  world,  drives  religion  out  of  politics, 
and  divorces  Christianity  from  life,  puts  popularity  above  princi- 
ple, peace  above  righteousness,  the  interests  of  a  sect  above  the 
interests  of  humanity." 

In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  an  animated  contest  over 
the  Slave  (juestion  is  going  on,  not  without  promise  of  haj^py 
results  at  last,  though  the  time  of  fulfilment  is  not  yet.  One 
party  urgently  demands,  and  another  as  strenuously  opposes,  such 
changes  in  the  Discipline  as  will  make  it  unetjuivocally  Anti- 
Slavery.  The  former  party  includes  many  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  denomination,  and  has  ahx\uly  the  majority  in  several  of  the 
Annual  Conferences.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, heltl  last  May  and  June  at  Indianapolis,  the  subject  liad 
a  large  share  of  attention,  and  elicited  a  warm  debate,  '•  tlie 
strongest  arguments  for  Slavery  coming,"  we  are  told,  *•  from 
Northern  men."  The  Bishops,  we  infer,  from  the  tone  of  tlieir 
official  address,  are  of  the  party  which  opposes  change.  They 
express  strong  doubts  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  General 
Conference  to  make  the  changes  sought,  "  witliout  the  concurrence 
of  the  Annual  Conferences."  After  stating  that  '•  we  have  six 
annual  Conferences  wholly  or  in  part  in  Slave  territory;"  esti- 
mating their  members  at  more  than  150,000,  including  Slaves; 
and  thv  attendants  on  their  ministry  at  about  two-thirds  of  a  mil- 
lion ;  and  extolling  the  "  intelligence,  piety,  anil  attachment  to 
Methodist  Discipline  and  economy,"  of  '•  the  white  membership  in 
these  Conferences;"  they  give  tlieir  "judgment"  that  '-the 
existence  of  these  Conferences  ami  Churches,  under  their  present 
circumstances,  does  not  tend  to  extend  or  perpetuate  Slavery."' 
To  justify  this  judgment,  they  refer  to  tlie  character  of  the  disci- 
pline as  it  relates  to  Slavery,  and  make  it  out,  by  their  own  show- 
ing, a  sort  of  moral  pendulum,  swinging  this  way  and  that,  with  its 
clauses  condemnatory  and  its  clauses  qualifying,  its  rcipiirements 
and  exceptions,  its  prohibitions  and  their  limitations,  its  ifs  and 
wheres  and  whereins  ;  leaving  ample  space  within  the  range  of 
its  vibrations  for  all  the  Pro-Slavery  preaching  and  Slaveholling 
practice  which  are  well  known  to  exist  there. 

The  Conference  referred  the  subject  to  a  large  committee,  which. 
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failing  to  agree,  produced  n  majority  and  a  minority  rc]iort.      The 
foiincr  claims,  for  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  ('lunch,  tliat  it  "has 
ever    maintained    an   unmistakable    Anti-Slavery    position,  '    that 
"  it  has  never  ceased  to  bear  its  testimony  openly   against    the  sin 
[of  Slavery,]  and  to  exercise  its    disciplinary  powers,   to  the  end 
that  its  members  might  be  kept  unspotted  from   criminal   connec- 
tion with  the  system,  and    that  the    evil    itself    be   re7nove>l   from 
among  men  ;  "   that  it    "  has    done   more    to    diffuse    Anti-Slavery 
sentiments,    and   to  mitigate    and    abolish "'   Slavery.    "  than    any 
other  organization,  political,  social  or  religious  :  ""   an. I    "'  that    the 
admini-;trators  of  its  Discipline,  in  Slave  Territory,  have  faithfully 
done  all  that,  under  the  circumstances,  they  have   conscientiously 
judged  to  be  in  tlieir  power,  to  answer  the  ends  of  tlie  Discipline 
in  extenuating  that  great  evil."      The  llejjort  goes  in\  to  say,  tliat 
the  book  of  Discipline  does  not  "  state  clearly  an  1  definitely  our 
true  position    and   our  real    sentiments,""    and    that    the    time   has 
come  wlien  tlie  church  ought  to  make  it  do  so,  because  conscience 
a.nd  (jod,  the  signs  of  the  times,    and    a   large   majority    of    those 
wliom  the  Conference  rej)resents.  demant!   the   change.      It   states, 
as  "  what  is,  has  always  been,   and   ever  siiould  be  the  position   of 
our  Church  in  respect  to  Slavery,""   that   buying,    selling,    and    by 
inferc  nee  holding  a  human  being  as  property  is  a  sin  against  God 
and  man  ;   that  tin-  hfjal  rdatlon  of  master  and  Slave  may  in  some 
circiimstances  suhsist  inn'/renfh/  ;   and  that  connection  with  Slavery 
is  pri7iia  facif  evidence  of  guilt,  and  throws  upon  the  accused  the 
burden  of  disproof.      It  then   concludes  with  a  resolution,  recom- 
mending the  Annual  Conferences  so  to  amend   the  General    Rule 
on  Slavery  as  to  make  it  forbid  the  buying,  selling  or  lioldinfj  of  a 
human  being  as  property  ;   and  another,  proposing  that  the   Gen- 
eral C'onference  change  the  answer,  in  the  discipline,  to  the    ques- 
tion, "What    shall   be   done   for    the    extirpation    of    the    evil   of 
Slavery  :  '" — so    that    it  shall    avow    unabated    conviction    of    the 
great  evil  of  Slavery  ;   afbrm  the  equal  right,  by  nature,  of  all  men 
to   freedom ;     deny    the   moral   right    to   hold    a    fellow-being    as 
property  :   make  Slaveholders  ineligible  to  membership  hereafter, 
where  emancipation  can  be  effected  without  injury  to  the  Slave  ;  but 
])rovide  that  ])ersons  brought  into  the  legal  relation  involuntarily, 
or  voluntarily  by  buying  Slaves  to  free  them,  shall  not  ibr  that   be 
exclude  d  from  fellowshij)  ;    direct   that,   when    a    member    becomes 
owner  of  a  Slave,  a  Committee  bhull  investigate  tlje  case,    and   fix 
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a  time  when  the  Slave  shall  be  free,  and  refusal  to  abide  by  its 
decision  shall  be  dealt  with  as  an  immorality  ;  and  enjoin  on 
members  who  sustain  the  lej^al  relation  of  Slaveholder,  to  tcacli 
their  Slaves  to  read  the  Bible,  allow  tliem  to  attend  public  worship 
rej^ularly,  protect  them  in  the  duties  of  the  conjugal  and  parental 
relations,  give  them  a  compensation  just  and  equal  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, prevent  as  far  as  legally  practicable  their  passing  into 
perpetual  Slavery,  and  treat  tliem  every  way  as  the  law  of  love 
requires. 

To  intelligent  and  thorough  Abolitionists,  the  defects  of  this 
report  will  lie  obvious  enough.  Though  doubtless  it  takes  higlu-r 
ground  than  the  Methodist  Churcli  now  holds,  yet  its  tolerance  of 
"  tlie  legal  relation  "  of  Slave  and  "  owner."  its  attempts  to  recon- 
cile therewith  the  conjugal  and  parental  relations,  its  proposing 
any  time  but  noiv  for  Slaves  to  go  free,  and  trying  to  engraft  the 
law  of  love  upon  the  Slave  code,  and  put  Slavcholding  "  in  some 
circumstances  "  under  the  guardianship,  not  the  ban,  of  the 
Church,  go  far  to  countervail  the  truth  it  speaks,  and  tlic  rig!it 
measures  it  suggests.  The  credit  given  to  the  Church,  moreover, 
of  '•  unmistakable  Anti-Slavery  position  "  and  "  unceasing  testi- 
mony against  the  sin"  of  Slavery,  accords  but  ill  with  its  past 
history.  If  once  deserved,  it  long  since  'ceased  to  be.  Chanir-o 
after  change  has  made  the  Discipline  less  and  less  stringent 
touching  Slavery,  till  now,  as  is  well  known,  some  thousands  cf 
Slaveholderr  can  sit  easy  under  it.  A  history  of  the  Discipline,  pub- 
lished by  the  Church  itself,  says  '•  all  that  related  to  Slavcholdin^j 
among  private  members  was  struck  out  in  1808  ;  "  so  that,  for 
almost  fifty  years,  the  Church  has  not  called  Slavery  a  sin.  or 
else  has  let  its  private  members  sin  on  unforbidden  by  its  law. 

The  Minority  Report  urges,  against  the  measures  recommended 
by  the  other,  that  they  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  th-e 
Church  ;  the  Discipline  is  as  strongly  Anti-Slavery  "  as  the  cir- 
cumstances will  allow  ;  "  the  Church  is  accepted  as  opposed  :o 
Slavery,  yet  as  regarding  the  State's  authority  ;  its  practice  ujn- 
der  the  Discipline  is  faithful  and  fruitful  of  good  ;  increased 
stringency  on  Slavery  would  weaken  the  Church  in  the  SIi~? 
States  and  on  the  border  ;  this  wouhl  retard  emancipation,  i-  i 
endanger  the  Slaves'  welfare  ;  and  it  would  not  be  expedient  :j- 
just  to  force  farther  measures  upon  the  border  brethren,  who  wr- 1 
with  the  North  in  1848,  on  the  ground  of  the  Discipline  as  it  -~.. 
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The  first  recommendation  of  the  Majority  Kcport  was  lost  for 
want  of  a  two-thirds  majority,  havinp;  1:^1  of  21 G  votes.  The 
remainder  was  rejected  hy  12;;  to  92.  So  the  Conference  refused 
to  take  a  step  toward  a  r^'al  '•Anti-Slavery  position." 

At    Auburn,   New    York,  is    published  TIic   Xortlirrn    ('/<rifi{inu 
Advocate,    one    of  those    weekly    organs    of  which   the    Metliodist 
Church  lias  several  in  the  country.      For  the  last  eight  years  it  has 
been  edited  with  marked    ability    by  Kev.    Wii.li.vm   Hosmer,   a 
zealous  champion  of  reform  in  the  Discipline.     The  General  Con- 
ference appoints  the  editors  of  all  the  local  organs,  but  the  usage 
is    to   ratify    the   choice    made  by   the  delegates   of  each  Annual 
Conference  for   its    om  ii  paper.     At  the  last    General   Coi^iferencc, 
HosMEK  was  chosen  almost  or  quite  unanimously  by  the  delegates 
of  his  Annual  Conference,  but  his  plainness  of  speech  on  Slavery 
had   given   oflence   in   high   places,    and  —  it   was   said,   by   secret 
management,  certainly  somehow  —  a   tame  conservative  was  put 
into  his  place,  and    hurrying   to    Auburn,    took  the  editorial  chair 
in    time    to    pre\ent    his    piiblishing  the    usual   valedictory    of   a 
retiring  editor.      Tliis  caused    intense  excitement.      A   new  paper 
promptly  took  the  field,    under  the    appropriate    title  of  yorOient 
Independent,  witli  Hosmek  for  its  editor,  and  has  already  achieved 
a  cheering  measure  of  success,  and  done  good  service  in   exposing 
the  complicity  of  the  Methodist  Church  North  with   Slavery.      Its 
mere  existence,  constant  memento    of  tlie   occasion  which  gave  it 
being,    is    an    empliatic    testimony,    and   not  by    any    means   the 
only  one   it    bears,    against  the  Anti-Slavery  pretensions  of  that 
Church. 

To  give  at  once  a  notion  of  its  tone,  and  a  portion  of  the  many 
facts  which  show  the  actual  position  of  the  Church,  we  quote 
some  extracts  from  it.  Alluding  to  the  distinction  in  the  Dis- 
cipline between  Slaveholding  by  private,  and  by  official  mem- 
bers, it  declares  that  "  as  the  Discipline  now  stands,  Slaveholding 
in  the  ministry  is  the  rule.  Xon-Slaveholding  the  exception.  We 
let  all  preachers  liold  Slaves,  if  they  will  consent  to  be  local  and 
nnordained.  "We  will  consent  to  oriUiin  them,  and  let  them  travel, 
Slaveholders  though  they  be,  if  wicked  Slaveholders  are  disposed 
to  make  a  law  forbidding  emancipation.  ""•'  -•'  "-•'  "■•'  There  is 
notliing  in  tlie  Disci^jline  to  prevent  great  numbers  of  ministers 
engaging  in  this  abominable  practice  ;  or  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  to  show  that  preachers  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the 


88  REPOKT. 

absence  of  a  statute  a<ijainst  this  sin.  It  is  a  wcll-kno\vn  fact 
that  many  of  our  local  preaclicrs  arc  Slaveholders.  There  never 
lias  been  any  objection  to  local  preachers  holding  Slaves." 

A;.;ain,  '•  we  luive  taken  to  ourselves  quite  too  much  credit  for 
keepinj^  Slavehol.ling  out  of  the  ministry.  Had  we,  as  a  de- 
nomination, even  succeeded  in  this  thing,  in  some  respectable 
degree,  wdiich  we  have  not,  the  success  would  have  been  a 
standing  reproach.  ""■'  '"••  '■•'  '^'  ^'  '■•■  ■^•'  -^  The  distinction 
itself  is  a  burlt  sque.  We  might  just  as  well  divid.e  drunkenness 
into  lay  and  clerical,  prohibiting  tlie  latter  and  allowing  the 
former.  Wliat  if  we  were  to  deny  our  travelling  ministers  the 
right  to  steal  —  and  so  specify  it  in  the  book  of  Discipline! 
Such  a  proliibitiDU  would  be  ri  lieulou-;.  nay  monstrous,  init  not 
one  whit  more  so  than  is  our  rule  forbidding  '  travelling  preach- 
ers,' and  them  only,  to  hold  Slaves.  This  act  of  prohibition 
shows  what  estinuite  we  place  upon  the  practice  ;  we  treat  it  as 
inexpedient,  not  as  immoral." 

The  Baltimore  Conference,  perh.aps  the  most  influential  one  in 
tlie  Methodist  Church  North,  on  the  ISth  of  March.  lSo7,  re- 
solved, by  '220  to  3,  *'  That  we  liiglily  deprecate  the  agitation  of 
the  Slavery  question,  which  has  already  resulted  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  political  and  religious  interests  of  the  country:" 
and  by  107  to  1  I,  •'  T]u^t,  as  lieretofore,  we  will  oppose  with 
zeal  any  aggression  whicdi  shall  be  attempted  by  the  abolition 
agitators  of  the  country." 

The  Xnrfhcni  ('hrisfiua  Aihi>r(ili\  under  its  new  editor,  pub- 
lished the  Resolutions  without  a  word  of  condemnation.  The 
KorOii'Di  1  i(d<  pen  dent  says,  "  We  hope  our  brethren  who  have  had 
the  simplicity  o  believe  tliat  the  Baltinu^re  Conference  is  Anti- 
Slaverv,  will  now  cea>e  from  that  delusion.  It  is,  and  luis  long 
been  our  conviction,  that  there  is  no  class  of  men.  South  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  more  ardently  or  hopelessly  attached  to 
Slavery  than  Mithodist  preachers.  If  other  evidences  in  con- 
firnuition  of  this  opinion  were  wanting,  we  might  cite  tlie  fact, 
that  in  all  political  contests  between  Freedom  and  Slavery,  they 
are  invaria])ly  found  on  the  side  of  Slavery.  The  clergy  of  that 
region  never  fail  to  go  w  ith  the  Slaveholding  and  Slavery-loving 
masses  ;  they  may  be  found,  to  a  dead  certainty,  in  tlie  front  rank 
of  the  enemies  of  Freedom."  Yet  for  tliis  they  are  none  the 
less  ministers  in  regular  standing  in  the    Methodist  Churcli  North, 
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and  none  the  less  entitled  to  recognition  as  such,  and  to  all  the 
privikocs  of  tlicir  office,  wherever,  within  the  bounds  of  that 
Church,  their  lot  may  be  cast.  The  Eastern  New  York  Conference, 
whicli,  at  its  last  meetin;^.  almost  unanimously  resolved  that  it 
'•  rei^ards  Slavery  as  a  f;reat  moral  and  social  evil,  a  violation  of 
the  natural  rii^lits  of  man,  and  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  progress 
of  the  Christian  religion  :  and  will  use  all  means  that  may  with 
propriety  be  used  by  Christian  ministers  to  effect  its  extirpation 
from  the  world  :  "'  and  other  Northern  Confcrerices  which  have  said 
the  same  in  substance,  must  still  acc.pr  this  Baltimore  Conference, 
with  its  Pro-Slavery  ckrgy  an;l  SlaveliOlding  memberskip,  as,  no 
less  tlian  tlicmselves,  a  constituent  portion  of  tkeir  Ckurck.  So 
tkat  tkeir  Resolutions,  suck  as  that  just  quoted,  have  the  force, 
without  the  merit,  of  confessions  that  the  Church  is  in  a  false 
position  on  this  question  :  fur,  without  frankly  saying  so,  tkey 
leave  no  room  for  any  otlier  conclusion.  Wkat  may  hereafter 
come  of  the  effort  now  in  progress  to  change  this  position  for  a 
better,  time  will  show  ;  but.  till  the  change  has  actually  been 
m.uk,  whatever  credit  may  be  due  to  individual  members  for 
their  A:iti-Slavery  zeal  and  energy,  we  must  continue  to  pronounce 
the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Cluirch  North,  as  a  body,  an  important 
part  of  the  great  ecclesiastical  "  bulwark  of  Slavery.'' 

Before  closing  our  record  of  the  action  of  the  Churches,  w^e 
gladly  insert,  as  in  marked  contrast  witk  its  prevailing  tenor,  tke 
substance  of  tke  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terians. Old  School  Covenanters.. ,  at  the  meeting  of  their  Synod, 
last  June,  in  IMiilad.cdphia.  They  declare,  "  tliat  Slavery  is  a  sin 
against  God.  of  tke  blackest  ckaracter,  to  be  held  in  utmost 
abhorrence  :  that  nothing  but  the  absolute  impossibility  of  eman- 
cipation can  rid  Slaveholding  of  guilt :  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  one  of  the  strongholds  of  Slavery,  which, 
having  gained  a  foothold  in  its  compromises,  has  thereby  elevated 
itself  to  its  present  place,  as  the  paramount  object  of  govern- 
mental ])rotection  and  n  gard :  tkat  ike  only  way  to  keep  our 
skirts  clear  of  tins  iniquity  is  to  withkold  all  active  support 
fr(jm  t!ie  Constitution,  and  seek  tke  formation  of  fundamental 
civil  arrangements  in  accor(kance  witk  God's  Word  and  tke  rigkts 
of  man  :  tkat  tliis  sin  lies  at  tke  door  of  suck  Ckurckes  as  admit 
Slaveliol  lers  to  tkeir  pulpits  and  communion  tables  ;  tkat  no 
Ckurcli  is  entirely  free  from  it,  which  does  not  forbid  its  members 
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to  give  active  support,  by  votin<;,  holding  office,  or  otherwise,  to 
a  Slavehokling  Constitution  ;  ami  tliat  the  ministry  whicli  refuses 
to  exhibit  the  sin  of  Slavehohling,  to  warn  Slavehoklcrs,  and 
testify  against  constitutions  and  Liws  favoring  Shwery,  is  re- 
creant to  its  trust,  and  liostile  to  human  rights  and  religious 
liberty." 

We  also  give,  as  indicating  tlie  position  of  a  few  of  the  smaller 
ecclesiastical  bodies  scattered  over  the  North,  tlie  testimony  borne 
by  the  Geauga  County,  (Ohio,)  Baptist  Convention — comprising 
ten  churches — at  its  Annual  Meeting,  last  September:  — 

"  As  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  our  individual  and 
church  capacity,  we  declare  tliat  we  will  wash  our  hands  from  all 
guilt  arising  from  a  participation  in  this  crime,  [Slavery,]  hij  sep- 
aratinrj  ourselves  fnnn  all  reliijlous  nrijnnlznt'ions  mid  nasoriafions, 
who,  morctUy,  portticalli/  or  rcli<jio)islij  frnfernize  icith  Slavpltolders, 
or  their  ahtltors,  as  Christians,  and  would  earnestly  recpiest  the 
Churches  of  this  Association  not  to  receive  any  Church  or  individ- 
ual, unless  they  occupy  the  same  position  with  regard  to  Slavery 
that  we  do." 

"  We  prove  by  the  Scriptures  that  Slaver ij  is  a  sin  against  God, 
and  a  wrong  done  to  our  neighbor,  which  calls  for  the  action  of 
the  (.'hurch  in  a  way  of  ItariiKj  no  j'cUoirship  with  this  sum  of  all 
villanies,  7ior  inth  those  ministers.  Churches  and  missionarij  orijan- 
irAitinns  u:ho  maintain  an  undignified  silence  in  regard  to  this 
overflowing  evil,  which  is  perverting  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and 
contradicting  the  Fnudanu  ntal  Law  of  Jesus." 


MASsAcnrsKTTs  Disunion  Convention. 

Among  thc>  notewortliy  events  of  the  past  year  was  the  holding 
of  a  State  Convention  in  Massachusetts,  under  the  following  call : 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Worcester,  believing  the  result 
of  the  recent  Presidential  Election  to  involve  four  years  more  of 
Pro-Slavery  Government,  and  a  rapid  increase  in  the  hostility  be- 
tween tlu'  two  sections  of  the  Union: — r 

Believing  this  hostility  to  be  the  offspring,  not  of  party  excite- 
ment, but  of  a  fundamental  ditference  in  education,  habits  and 
laws  :  — 

B(  lieving  the  existing  Union  to  be  a  failure,  as  being  a  hopeless 
attempt  to  unite  under  one  government  two  antagonistic  systems 
of  society,  which  diverge  more  widely  with  every  year:  — 
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And  believing  it  to  bo  tlie  duty  of  intelligent  and  conscientious 
rr:':n  to  meet  these  facts  with  wisdom  and  firmness  :  — 

Respectfully  invite  our  fellow-citi/.cns  of  Massachusetts  to  meet 
Ir-  Convention  at  Worcester,  on  Tluirsday.  January  15,  to  con- 
flier  the  practicability,  probability,  and  expediency  of  a  Se])a- 
Tition  between  the  Free  and  Slave  States,  and  to  take  such  other 
r;.easures  as  the  condition  of  the  times  may  require. 

As  was  to  have  been  expected,  the  Convention  was  made  up 
r;ostly  of  those  who,  acting  with  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Soci- 
-:y  or  its  auxiliaries,  were  already  committed  to  the  measure  it 
Tvas  summoned  to  discus<  ;  but  witli  these  came  a  few  otliers,  will- 
zri'^ — in  the  words  of  one  of  them — to  enroll  themselves  "  amont^ 
'Loee  who  go  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  at  the  price  of  dissolu- 
tion, if  need  be;"  and  bold  or  wise  enough  to  defy  or  despise  the 
'.  '^loquy  wdiich  such  a  step  would  provoke.  After  three  sessions 
ipc-nt  in  able  and  eloquent  discussion  of  the  subject,  mostly  but 
r-Ot  wholly  by  the  tried  veterans  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  the 
f'^Ilowing  Ivcsolutiuiis  were  adopted  :  a  State  Committee,  ordered 
iz.  one  of  tlie  Resolutions,  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Rev.  T. 
W.  HiGGiNsoN,  of  \\'oreester,  Hon.  Fkancis  W.  Bnai,  of  Wal- 
pole.  and  seven  otliers  ;   and  tlie  Convention  adjourned. 

E'solrcd,  Tliat  the  meeting  of  a  State  Disunion  Convention, 
attended  by  men  of  various  parties  and  affinities,  gives  occasion 
i -T  a  new  statement  of  principles,  and  a  new  platform  of  action. 

llbSfAcvd,  That  the  cardinal  American  principle  is  now,  as 
a.ways,  liberty;  while  the  prominent  fact  is  now,  as  always, 
'jiavery. 

7i'cso/rc(7,  Tiiat  the  conflict  between  this  principle  of  liberty  and 
t.l'.is  fact  of  Slaverv  has  been  the  whole  history  of  the  nation  for 
t::"y  years  ;  while  the  onlv  result  of  this  conflict  has  thus  far  been 
to  strengthen  both  parties,  and  prepare  the  way  for  a  yet  more 
c<:«perate  struggle. 

H'jsohi'd,  That  in  this  emergency,  we  can  expect  little  or  nothing 
fr  ni  the  Soutli  itself,  because  it  is  sinking  deeper  into  barbarism 
every  year ; 

Xor  from  a  Supreme  Court,  which  is  always  ready  to  invent 
n'-W  securities  for  Slaveholders; 

Xur  from  a  President,  elected  almost  solely  by  Southern 
voter-  ; 

Nor  from  a  Senate,  which  is  permanently  controlled  by  the 
Slcive-Power ; 

Nor  from  a  new  House  of  Representatives,  which,  in  spite  of 
our    agitation,   will   he    more    Pro-Slavery    than    the    present    one. 
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thoufrli  the  present   one   lias   at  Icn^^th  granted  all  which   ylavcry 
asked  ; 

Nor  from  poJllit-al  adlnn,  as  now  conducted  ;  for  the  Republican 
leaders  and  presses  freely  ailmitted,  in  public  and  private,  that  the 
election  of  Fkemont  was,  politically  speaking,  "  the  last  hope  of 
Freedom."  And  even  could  the  North  cast  a  united  vote  in 
1H60,  the  vSouth  has  before  it  four  years  of  annexation  previous  to 
that  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  fundamental  difTercnce  between  mere  political 
action  and  the  action  wc  propose  is  this  ;  that  the  one  requires 
the  ac(iuiescence  of  the  Slave- Tower,  and  the  other  only  its  oppo- 
sition. 

Rcfiolved,  That  the  necessity  of  disunion  is  written  in  the  whole 
existing  cluiracter  and  conditions  of  the  two  sections  of  the  coun- 
try— in  their  social  organization,  education,  habits  and  laws-^in 
the  dangers  of  our  white  citizens  in  Kansas,  and  of  our  colored 
ones  in  I5oston — in  the  wounds  of  C'iiaui.ks  Sl'mn  i;u,  and  the 
laurels  of  his  assailant — and  no  government  on  earth  was  evc-r 
strong  enough  to  hold  togetlier  such  opposing  forces. 

Resolved,  That  this  movement  iloes  not  seek  merely  disunion, 
but  the  more  perfect  union  of  the  Free  States,  by  the  expulsion 
of  the  Slave  States  from  the  confederation,  in  which  they  have 
ever  been  an  element  of  discord,  danger  and  disgrace. 

Rrsohrd,  That  it  is  not  probable  that  the  ultimate  severance  of 
the  I'nion  will  be  an  act  of  deliberation  or  discussion — but  that  a 
long  period  of  deliberation  and  discussion  must  precede  it ;  and 
this  we  meet  to  begin. 

Resolrcd,  That  henceforward,  instead  of  regarding  it  as  an  ob- 
jection to  any  system  of  policy,  that  it  will  leatl  to  the  separation  of 
the  States,  wc  will  proclaim  tliat  to  be  the  highest  of  all  recommen- 
dations, and  the  greatest  proof  of  statesmanship  ;  and  we  will  sup- 
port, politically  or  ottierwise,  such  men  and  measures  as  appear  to 
tend  most  to  this  result. 

Rcsolvrdy  That  by  the  repeated  confession  of  Northern  and 
Southern  statesmen,  "  the  existence  of  the  Union  is  the  chief 
guaranty  of  Slavery  ; "  and  that  the  despots  of  the  whole  world 
have  everything  to  fear,  and  the  Slaves  of  the  whole  world  every- 
thing to  hope,  from  its  destruction,  and  the  rise  of  a  free,  North- 
ern Republic. 

R'^olnd,  That  the  sooner  the  separation  takes  place,  the  more 
peaceful  it  will  be  :  but  that  peace  or  war  is  a  secondari/  consid- 
eratu  n,  in  view  of  our  present  perils.  ■  Slavery  must  be  conquered, 
"peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must.'- 

Ji'Sfilctil,  That  a  State  Committee  of  seven  be  a[ipoinled,  wliose 
duty  it  shall  he,  by  means  of  conventions,  tracts,  newspapers  ami 
political  or  otiur  organizations,  puldic  and  private,  to  secure  the 
etlicient  propagation  of  the  doctrine  and  policy  which  this  Con- 
vention proclaims. 
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liesohcd.  That  we  csprcially  rocommcr.d  the  calling  of  a  general 
Convention  of  the  Free  States  (iurin,;,^  tlu    current  year. 

Jic^olnJ,  Tliat  the  State  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare 
and  issue,  as  soon  as  possible,  an  address  to  the  p(-ople  in  belialf 
(jf  our  principles. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Convention,  letters   from   prominent 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  and  other  States,  members  of  Congress, 
distinguished  clergymen  and  others,  in  reply  to  invitations  to  be 
present,  were  read,  entire  or  in  part,  and   were  subsequently  pub- 
lished with  the  proceedings.      Though  all  but  one.  ^from  FuANeis 
Jackson,)  avowed  continued  adherence  to  tlie  I'nion.  yet  all.  with 
not  more  than  one  exception,  treated  the  movement  ami  its  authors 
with  sxich  respect  and  courtesy,  as,  judged  by  the  '•  Union-saving" 
standard,  must  amount  to   "moral  treason,'"  at  tlie  very  least,  not 
to  say,  must  augur  deadly  peril  to  a  Union  whose  value,  we  are  told, 
it  is  so  dangerous  to  '•calculate.""      Indeed,  in  most  of  them  were 
affirmations  or  admissions,  of  wliich  the  logical  secpience  woidd  come 
little    short  of  fully  justifying   the   Disunionists.     ^Ve   copy  some 
brief  extracts. 

Amasa  Walkek.  formerly  Secretary  of  State  of  Massachusetts, 
savs,  "  1  am  sick  of  so  mucli  cant  about  '  the  Union.'     I  know  per- 
fectly well  it  is  feigned  and  false  :   tliat  tliose    who  indulge  in  it 
do  so  lest  they  should  be   themselves   damned    as    '  Disunionists.' 
*     *     *     *     It   is  high   time   that   this    hypocritical  bluster  was 
silenced.      *     '^'      "'      ■■'     The  people  of  Massachusetts,  I  have  the 
best  reason    to   know,  are  quite   ready  to  take  the  ground,  j'?-«c/i- 
caUy,  tliat   they  will  have   Lilnrh/  aiul   L')iioii,  or  no  Union  what- 
ever.     "^'     *•'     "'■'     *     No   one   tiling  is   so    threatening   to    all  our 
great  interests  as  the  blind  idolatry  which  the  press  of  the  country 
pavs  to  *  the  Union;'  nothing  is  so  calculated  to  enslave  the   peo- 
ple,  stupify  the  public  conscience,  and  destroy  all  true  manhood. 
•;;■     ■::■     *     *     The  Union  is  a  ?/(<a;(«,  and  not  an '/((?.      *■*.-** 
The  moment   it    ceases    to    promote    the    interests  of  Freedom,  or 
becomes  an  engine  of  oppression,  it  should  be  at  once  and  forever 
repudiated.      I  am  a  Union  man.  with   all  my  lieart  and  soul,  and 
desire  most  anxiously  that  all  tlie  States  of  our  Confederacy  should 
remain   togetlier.   provided    tlie   great   ideas  of  tlie    Declaration  of 
Independence    can    be    realiz.ed    by    it.    lal   crtai/ily  not  otherutse. 
How  till.--  can  be  done  seems  now.  altt  r  all   the  demonstrations  we 
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have  lial,  more  than  problematical.  Slavery  and  Froeilom  arc 
irreconcilable  antagonisms,  that  cannot,  by  any  huinau  possibility, 
co-exist.  '*''  -^  *  i-  I  ani  riglit  glad  somebody  has  had  the 
courage  to  move  in  tliis  matter.  The  spell  must  be  broken,  and 
those  who  have  the  hardihood  to  engage  in  such  a  work  are  the 
men  to  do  it.  ••'  *'  "^^  •••  I'nder  the  banner  of  Freedom  I 
have  hitherto  ib\ight,  and  under  that  banner,  whether  inscribed 
with  Union  or  Disunion,  I  intend  to  fight  to  the  last."' 

Joshua  R.  Giddixos  says,  "  Amid  all  which  has  been  said 
upon  Slavery  for  the  last  five  years,  and  the  action  uf  tlie  Federal 
Government  for  its  extension,  it  were  impossible  that  reflecting 
men  should  have  failed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
I'nion  between  our  Free  and  Slave  States  ;  nor  can  we  disguise 
the  fact  that  Slavery  and  Freedom  arc  opposites,  and  cannot  v.ell 
exist  together.''  He  recites  the  declaration  of  ••  our  Republican 
fathers,"  that  the  people  have  a  right  to  abolish  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment, when  it  becomes  destructive  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
instituted :  affirms,  and  brings  facts  to  prove,  that  such  /'s  the 
character  of  tlic  Federal  Government :  says  that  "■•  even  the  T'nion 
formed  by  our  fathers  was  long  since  abandoned,  and  a  new 
Union  formed  with  foreign  Slaveholders,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  extending  and  perpetuating  Slavery,"  [by  the  annexation  of 
Texas ;]  that  '•  the  people  now  hold  tlie  indisputable  right  to 
abolish  this  government,  and  that  the  further  maintenance  of  it  is 
purely  a  question  of  jiolir)j,  not  of  duty."  He  thinks  ••  we  sliuuM 
remain  in  the  I'nion,  for  the  purpose  of  upholding  and  (  xtending, 
not  Slavery,  but  Lihcrfi/ ;"  ''maintain  the  Union  '(.s  if  fs,"  and 
refuse  "•  to  form  a  new  Union  with  the  polygamists  of  Utah,  or  the 
Slaveholders  of  Cuba  ; "'  and  endeavor  "  to  restore  the  government 
to  its  original  position  in  favor  of  Freedom.*'  [Rut  is  not  this 
"Union  as  it  fs,"  which  he  would  have  us  maintain,  the  very 
"  Union  formed  with  foreign  Slaveholders,  to  extend  and  perpet- 
uate Slavery"?  And  if  we  maintain  this  now,  what  assurance 
can  we  have  or  give,  that  we  shall  not  maintain  also  the  next  new 
Union  which  shall  be  formed,  with  a  still  larger  infusion  of  the 
Slavery  element  in  it:]  He  concludes  with  "  tlianks  for  the 
honor"  of  an  invitation  to  the  Convention. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  in  a  long  letter,  courteously  argues 
against  tlie  policy  of  Disunion,  but  recognizes  its  advocates  as  fel- 
low-workers in  the  eomiuon  cause  of   freedom,  "whu-e    indi\idual 
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rhnraotor  and  purity  of  motive  oomiiiaii'l  "  lii^  "  ('^trrni : "  and  trnst-^ 
that  he  lias  "said  nnthinir  in  an  oiVcn-ivc  spirit,  or  wliicli  will 
render "  him  "  liable  to  lie  niiMiiider-tood.  Thi-  cnii-c  will  never 
l)e  aidt'd  hy  strife  anionnf  it>  >inc(i-('  u|diold('r>.  Thcic  i-  room  for 
all  to  work,  even  thoiij:!i  they  mav  not  all  join  in  oni'  dii-ection." 

Kdwaki)  Wadk,  nn  niher  of  Con;i-ic->  from  Ohio,  wiites,  "•  I  do 
not  admit  that  the  Constitution,  rightly  and  honesihj  construed,  fur- 
nishes any  jruaranty  for  the  existence,  much  less  the  extension  of 
Slavery  ;  but  I  do  admit  that  the  concession  of  such  a  jiower  in  the 
Constitution  leaves  us  of  the  Free  States  no  alternative  but  seces- 
sion, or  submission  to  Slav(dioldinfr  domination.  *  *  *  *  It 
recpiirc-  but  the  jintriotic  unity  of  the  Free  States  to  n  scue  the 
Constitution  from  the  hand>  ol'  it-  violators.  But  this  unity,  it  is 
said  by  croakers,  Avill  dissolve  the  Union.  Well,  if  so,  (hen  so  he  it : 
for  it  i>  errlain  that  the  nioi'al  and  physical  neces.-ities  of  free  and 
Slave  in-iitutioiH  do  eon-titnte  irreconcilable  contradiction-.  *  * 
*  *  The  institutions  of  the  two  section-  mu-t  become  homoiie- 
neou-.  or  a  separation  is  inevitable.  *  *  *  *  I  i-nii  concur  with 
your  :;-.-ert ion.  that  'the  existing  ITnion  is  a  failure.'  *  *  *  * 
I  believe  tiie  agitation  of  activ(>  mea-ures  for  a  di--olution  of  the 
Union  i-.  at  be-t,  ]iremature.  *  *  *  *  Xhe  agitation  of  the 
Slave  (pie-tion  is  needful,  and.  in  my  o])inion.  better  for  the  cause, 
taking  human  naturi'  a-  it  is,  than  to  att<'mpt  a  step  >o  startling  as  a 
proposition  to  dissolve  the  Union.  »  *  *  *  Still,  no  one  can 
say  how  soon  this  step  may  he  needed,  to  save  u-  all  from  the  dis- 
lionor  and  crime  of  sustaining  Slavery.  For  rather  than  give  the 
strength,  moral  and  ]iolitical.  of  the  ]»eople  of  the  Free  State<  to  the 
extension  and  perpetuity  of  Slavery,  Jet  tJic  Cnivn  perishi" 

Gkokc;!:  R.  Kusskll  does  "not  think  the  time  ha>  come  for  the 
North  to  formally  propose  a  dis.-olutiou  of  the  Union."  *  *  *  be- 
lieving ••  (dements  are  in  operation  which  will  crumble  Slavery  into 
du.-t,  and  better  they  should  work  silently,  than  that  their  action  should 
be  anticipated  by  extraneous  influences."  But  he  adds,  "if  I  am  wrong 
in  ihi-  -uppo-ition,  if  there  is  no  other  hope  for  the  overthrow  of  that 
internal  tyranny,  than  an  utter  di--olution  of  the  compact  which 
hold<  tlu  -e  States  in  confederacy,  the  sooner  it  is  re-orted  to.  the 
better  i:  will  l)e  foi-  u-  and  our  childi-en.  *  *  *  *  "Whether 
this  iv.  ,,;■  i^  not.  tlie  time  for  the  North  to  agitate  the  (juestion  of 
sejiai-atioii.  it  certainly  has  abundant  reason  to  ju.-lity  it>elf  in  so 
doing.      While  I  have  strong  d(jubt  as  to  the  present  expediency  of 
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tlie  mpa.-ure,  I  honor  those  who.  tecliiig  the  necessity,  come  forward 
as  j)ionecrs.  That  many  will  keep  aloof,  who  secretly  exult  in  the 
niuvL'ini'iit,  may  be  expected  from  the  experience  of  all  past  time. 
That  others  will  coadt'inn,  with  the  ariaistomed  nuitiiie  of  hdly  hor- 
ror, which  is  always  expended  on  i)roj)osed  reforms,  is  as  natural  as 
the  dismay  of  true  believers  at  the  desecration  of  their  idol.  *  * 
*  *  It  is  not  surprising  that  some  should  think  it  time  to  weigh 
the  value  of  the  Union,  *  »  «  »  when  the  whole  land  is 
governed  by  a  petty  band  of  Slaveholders,  who  are  turning  what 
should  be  a  great  and  glorious  nation  into  u  disgraceful  and  appall- 
ing despotism.  *  *  *  Those  who  whine  about  the  Union,  ami 
assun'  us  that  in  no  possible  event  can  there  be  a  separation  of  the 
States,  mistake  the  signs  of  the  times,  or  are  deplorably  ignorant  of 
the  character  of  their  countrymen.  *  *  *  *  "When  the  Union 
becomes  hopelessly  worthless,  involving  us  in  constant  >hame  and 
degradation,  it  can  be,  ought  to  be,  and  will  be  broken  up." 

O.  W.  Ai.UEE,  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  says, 
"  Respecting  as  I  do  all  men  who  act  up  to  their  convictions  of  duty, 
however  they  may  dilfer  from  my  own,  it  would  give  me  plea.rure  to 
be  pre-ent  at  your  discussions.  *  *  *  *  jf  the  Union  cannot 
stand  the  practical  working  of  the  truths  enunciated  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  it  seems  to  me  its  value  has  l)een  calculated." 
lie  does  not  '"  believe  the  trimnph  of  freedom  requires  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union,"  but  adds,  "  whether  it  does  or  not,  *  *  *  * 
let  freedom  be  preserved  to  Kansas,  at  all  hazards."  [And  why 
"freeili)m  to  Kansas,"  more  than  a  (dear  con.-cience,  and  hands 
unsoiled  with  the  Slave's  blood,  to  Massachusetts  and  the  whole 
North?] 

Rev.  IIi:xuv  M.  Dexter,  of  lioston,  looks  forward  '"to  a  separa- 
tion of  the  Free  from  the  Slave  States  as  an  event  that  is  very 
po<sible,  and  that  ought  to  be  consented  to  by  all  good  men,  in 
preterence  to  per[)etual  subjection  to  the  Slave  Power;"  but  does 
"not  see  that  the  time  has  come  to  des[)air  of  a  delivery  from  those 
grievous  evils  which  now  exist,  without  a  resort  to  that  last 
remeily." 

Rev.  Dr.  P>ELr.o\vs,  of  New  York,  ''respectfully  declines"  the 
invitation  ot' the  Convention;  calls  the  Disunioni>ts  "a  conscientious 
juul  intelligent  body,"  but  differs  from  them  in  o[)iiiion  ;  is  "  tiir  from 
advocating  separation,"  but  maintains  "the  duty  of  resi.-iing  the 
extension  of  Slavery,  be  the  consequences  to  the   Union   what  they 
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will ;  *  *  *  *  thinking  Disunion,  if  forced  U]ion  u?  bv  the 
withdrawal  of  tlie  Soutli,  a  more  supportable  calamity  than  "  it  has 
been  represented  ;  and  believes  this  "  to  be  the  .*afe,  Christian, 
patriotic  Union-saving  ground." 

Professor  Stowe,  reflecting  "that  the  determined,  aggressive 
Slaveholders  are  probably  less  than  loO.OOO  against  more  than 
20,000,000  of  people ; "  seeing  the  "  wonderful  progress  made  in 
the  last  twenty-five  years  in  enlightening  our  citizens  in  regard  to 
Slavery  and  its  aggressions  ;  "  and  expecting  ''  the  next  five  years 
to  do  more  than  all  the  past  twenty-five  ; "  thinks  it  wise  "  to  hold 
on  and  vote,  and  help  the  20,000,000  turn  the  1.50.0(iu  with  their 
corruptions  out  of  the  house,  (which  they  had  no  bu-iness  evir  to 
occupy,)  and  not  allow  the  150,000  to  turn  out  the  20,000,000,  to 
whom  the  whole  belongs.  One  or  the  other,"  he  adds,  "I  admit, 
mnst  he  done,  and  that  soon." 

Of  all  the  letters  received,  the  only  one  expressing  regret  at  the 
call  of  the  Convention,  or  predicting  evil  from  it,  was  Senator  Wil- 
son's. His  regret,  he  says,  was  "sincere  and  profound,"  and  he 
declares,  in  a  somewhat  es-cathedra  tone,  that  "  this  movement  can 
only  be  productive  of  evil."  "With  the  American  people,  "  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  is  a  duty  imi>osed  alike  liy  interest  and 
patriotism."  He  has  "  no  sympatiiy  and  can  have  no  connection 
with  any  movement  which  contemplates  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
The  losric  of  the  head  and  the  lofjic  of  the  heart  teach  "  him  ''  to 
regard  all  such  movements  in  the  North  or  the  South  as  crimes 
against  lilterty."  All  which,  with  more  of  kindred  character,  we 
will  not  call,  in  "Walkeij's  words  of  manly  scorn,  "cant  altout  the 
Union,  indulged  in  for  fear  of  being  damned  as  a  Di^unioni-t  ;"  or, 
in  the  language  of  Russell,  "the  accustomed  routine  of  holy  hor- 
ror always  ex])ended  on  proposed  reforms,"  and  "as  natural  as  the 
dismav  of  true  believers  at  the  desecration  of  their  idol;"  nor  will 
we  say  that  the  super-serviceable  zeal  for  the  Union,  displayed  in  the 
letter,  or  its  ratlier  strong  denunciation  of  an  honest  use  of  free 
thought  and  free  speech  in  a  particular  direction,  is  due  to  its  being 
dated  in  the  Unite*!  States  Senat('  Chamber.  Remarkable  coinci- 
dences have  happened  beibre  now,  and  may  happen  again.  But  we 
do  not  feel  bound  to  forget  that  Senator  "Wilson,  when  contending, 
in  his  electioneering  speeches,  that  the  triumph  of  lii-  ]Kirty  will  not 
drive  the  Soutli  in;(j  dissolving  tlie  Union,  argues  that  the  Union  is  a 
sal'eguard  to  Slavery,  and  that  without   its  aid   and  protection  the 
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system  could  not  be  long  sustained.  IIow  it  should  be  a  "crime 
against  liberty  "  to  seek  the  overthrow  of  a  strong  defence  of  Slavery, 
perhaps  he  can  explain, — to  his  own  satisfaction,  if  not  to  ours. 

As  to  the  results  of  the  Convention,  if  they  amount  to  no  more 
than  calling  out,  from  such  men  as  we  have  named,  the  pubUc 
avowals  we  liave  quoted ;  and  giving,  as  it  evidently  has  done,  a 
fresh  stimulus  to  that  agitation  which  is  so  essential  to  the  progress 
of  retbrm ;  the  labor,  expense  and  opprobrium  incurred  in  holding 
it,  have  by  no  means  been  incurred  in  vain. 


Hdmboldt's  Protest. 

We  cannot  deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  recording  here  a  recent 
Anti-Slavery  testimony  from  one  whose  name  is  as  profoundly  revered 
as  it  is  widely  known, — the  venerable  patriarch  of  science,  Baron 
HcMBOr.DT.  In  1826,  he  ])ublished  an  essay  on  Cuba,  devoting  one 
chapter  to  the  Slavery  of  that  I-land.  In  ISoB,  an  American, 
named  Thuashkr,  translated  the  work  into  English,  omitting  the 
chapter  on  Slavery.  Against  this  mutilation,  Humboldt,  on  hear- 
ing of  it,  promptly  protested. 

"  I  owe  it,"  he  says,  "  to  a  moral  feeling  which  is  ivs  lively  in  me 
now  as  it  was  in  1826,  j)ublicly  to  complain  that,  in  a  work  which 
bears  my  name,  the  entire  seventh  chapter,  with  which  my  essay 
ended,  has  been  arbitrarily  omitted.  To  this  very  portion  of  my 
work,  /  attach  more  iinportance  than  to  any  jistronomical  observa- 
tions, experiments  of  n:iagnetic  intensity,  or  statistical  statements. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  traveller  who  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  all 
the  torments  iiitlicted  by  a  system  which  degrades  human  nature,  to 
cause  the  complaiius  of  the  unfortunate  victims  to  reach  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  relieve  tiu-m.  I  have  repeated,  in  this  treatise,  the  fact, 
that  the  ancient  h-gislation  of  Spain,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  was 
less  inhuman  and  atrocious  than  that  of  the  Slave  States  on  the 
American  continent,  north  or  south  of  the  equator. 

"  Steady  advocate,  as  I  am,  of  the  most  imfettcred  expression  of 
o[>iiiion,  in  speech  or  writing,  I  should  never  have  thought  of  com- 
plaining, if  I  had  been  attacked  on  account  of  my  statements ;  but 
I  do  think  I  am  cutitlcil  to  demand  tliat,  in  the  Free  States  of  the 
continent  of  America,  the  people  sliould  i)e  allowed  to  read  what 
has  been  pCnitted  to  circulate,  from  the  tirst  year  of  its  appearance, 
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Since  its  last  meoting,  this  Society  has  suffered  a  serious  loss,  by 
the  death  of  one  of  its   former   Presidents,  and   most  faithful  and 
useful   members,   Lindley  Coates,  of  Lancaster  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, who  died  on  the   3d   of  June,  I80G.     He  was  one  of  the 
earliest,  ablest,  most  devoted  friends  of  Freedom  in  Pennsylvania. 
As  early  as  1827,  he  repudiated  gradualism,  and  began  to  advocate 
immediate  emancipation  as  the  Slave's  right   and  the   master's  duty, 
maintaining  earnestly  and  persistently  the   doctrine  of  the  essential, 
inherent    immorality  of   Slaveholding.      In    1829,  he    i)repared  a 
petition  for  the  immediate  Abolition   of  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  obtained  from  a  thousand  to  fifteen   hundred  signa- 
tures  to   it.     In    the  fall   of  1832,  more    than   a  year  before  the 
formation  of   this    Society,    he    aided    in    organizing   the  Clarkson 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  made  up  of  residents  of  the  adjacent  borders 
of   Lancaster   and    Chester    Counties,    and,    ever   since    its  forma- 
tion, one  of  the  most  efficient  local  Anti-Slavery  associations  of  the 
country.     For  several  years,  he  was   accustomed,  in  company  with 
hi-;  warm  personal  friend  and  every  way  worthy  associate,  Thomas 
Whitson,  to  hold  public  debates  with  the  adversaries   of  our  cause 
in  that  region  :  and,  though  encountered  often  by   men   much  supe- 
rior to  them  in  opportunities  for  intellectual  culture,  men  of  the 
"  learned  professions,"  and  others,  they  achieved   such  a  uniform 
series  of  victories  as  at  length  drove  all  opponents  from  the  field, 
and  constrained  them,  so  far  as  that  mode  of  warfare   is  concerned, 
to   "sheathe    their   swords   for   lack    of  argument."     In  1837,  he 
yielded  to  the  urgent    solicitation   of  his   fellow-citizens,  and  per- 
mitted them  to  put  him  into  the   Convention  which  in  that  year 
framed  a  new   Constitution  for  Pennsylvania ;  and.  of  course,  was 
one  —  and  among  the   most  determined  —  of  the  minority  which 
manfully  resisted  the  base,  unjust,  despotic  act,  whereby  the  colored 
citizens  of  that  Commonwealth  were  robbed  of  their  political  rights. 
Tiiis.  we  believe,  was   his  last  participation   in   })olitical  life.     lie 
early  accepted,  firmly  held   and  ably  defended  the   sentiments  pro- 
mulgated   by    this    Society,    in    regard    to    political    action    under 
a    Pro-Slavery   Constitution,   and    membership    in    a    Pro-Slavery 
Union. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  simplicity  of  character,  sterling  iulegi'ity, 
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a  sedate  temper,  and  quiet,  unassuming  manners ;  alike  modfst, 
firm,  and  self-possessed ;  a  model  of  etpianimity,  ami,  if  li  .->  de- 
monstrative than  many,  yet  of  deep  and  tamest  fn  lini_r>,  :uid  a 
steady,  e([uable,  genial  warmth  of  heart;  strong  in  his  attarhiueiits, 
a  faithful  friend,  an  instructive  and  agreeable  com[)aiiion,  amiable 
and  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of  private  life.  His  mind  was 
of  unusual  vigor  and  strictest  logical  accuracy  ;  his  views,  on  all 
the  great  «iuestions  of  the  day,  clear  and  decided ;  he  was  fiuick  to 
see,  and  prompt  to  embrace,  the  truth ;  and  few  had  more  >kill 
than  he  in  detecting  and  exposing  the  fallacies  of  error.  Though 
his  educational  advantages  and  literarv  attainments  were  limiteil, 
he  was  moderately  well  read,  and  more  than  commonly  well  in- 
formed ;  and,  without  being  a  fluent  speaker,  his  high  order  of 
reasoning  powers  gave  him  great  strength  in  debate,  which  made 
him  —  Jis  will  have  been  inferred  from  what  we  have  related 
above  —  a  formidable  opponent ;  and  secured  him  an  enviable  dis- 
tinction among  the  early  champions  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause. 

His  house  was  ever  a  shelter  tor  fugitives  from  bondage,  and  the 
resort  of  Abolitionists  in  general,  and  Anti-Slavery  lectnivr>  in 
particular,  whom  he  took  great  pleasure  in  entertaining  and  con- 
ferring with,  and  assisting  in  their  work.  His  memory  will  be 
warmly  cherished  in  grateful  hearts,  by  those  whose  field  of  labor 
incliKled  his  abode,  and  brought  them  within  reach  of  his  cordial 
hospitality  and  prompt  and  generous  coiiperation. 

His  reputation  was  not  confined  to  his  native  State ;  but  he  was 
known  and  appreciated  by  the  friends  of  the  cause  throughout  ilie 
country.  In  1840,  when  the  •'  New  Organization "  schi>m  took 
place  in  New  York,  he  was  chosen  Pre-idriit  of  this  Society,  and 
filled  the  office  creditably  and  satisfactorily  till,  upon  his  resignation, 
the  present  incumbent  was  elected  to  take  his  place. 

He  died  jis  he  lived,  a  true  friend  of  Freedom,  aiid  his  name  will 
be  preserved  in  the  history  of  the  iVnti-Slavery  enterprise,  as  that 
of  one  of  its  most  worthy  and  efficient  chainpioas. 


Note. — Tin' roniplf  tlon  of  this  Report  liavingbcen  impxpectoilly  dpl.iycd  bovi'inil  ttip  clos* 
of  ttie  succcoiliDg  year,  it  lias  li.'en  ilicmt'tl  best  to  put  into  one  St;it<'ineut  the  .IrlaiN  of  t\v: 
Society's  opvnitiona  ;  —  I^'oturps  of  AroiKs,  Tract  publiciition,  &o.  —  lor  both  years.  Tluy 
will  accordingly  b«_fouiia  at  the  close  of  the  Report  for  liioT  -  8. 
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[The  clo>c  of  auotlicr  year  calls  on  tliu  Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  Anti- Slavery  Society  for  its  Annual  Statement  of  the.'  Society's 
operations,  together  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the  general  Anti-Slavery  liis- 
tory  of  the  year.] 

Kansas. 

The  affairs  of  Kansas  continue  to  claim  a  prominent  place  in  the 
history  of  tlie  Anti-Slavery  cause.  Our  last  Report  mciitioneel  the 
appointment  of  Rokert  J.  Walkkr,  as  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory. Though  it  was  accepted  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  he  did 
not  enter  on  its  duties  till  near  the  end  of  3Iay,  his  Secretary, 
Stanton,  (hke  himself,  a  Southern  man,)  acting  for  him  in  the 
mean  time.  His  Inaugural  Address,  delivered  on  the  27th  of  May, 
and  his  sjteeches  at  Topeka  and  other  places,  made  promises  as  fair 
as  could  well  be  coupled  with  the  assumption,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  the  Border  Ruffian  government  and  legislation  were 
legitimate ;  but  that  assumption,  by  putting  him  at  once  on  the 
side  of  the  wrong-doers,  and  embodying  in  his  policy  the  very 
essence  of  the  wronged  one,  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  be 
thoroughly  impartial  and  just. 

The  fir>t  ini|i(>rtant  measure,  under  his  administration,  was  the 
election.  June  l.'jtli,  of  delegates  to  the  Convention  ordered  by  the 
Ruffian  Legislature,  for  framing  a  State  Con.-tiiutioii.  The  Gov- 
ernor and  his  Secretary  did  their  utmost  to  induce  the   Free  State 
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men  to  vote  at  that  election,  but  they  firmly  adhered  to  their 
deliberate  resolution  not  to  do  so  ;  knowing  that,  as  had  been  ex- 
pected, the  preliminaries  had  all  been  carefully  arranged  to  ensure 
their  defeat,  and  that  their  voting  would  be  hailed  as  an  endorse- 
ment of  the  authority  by  which  the  Convention  was  called,  and  as 
committing  them  beforehand  to  its  action,  whatever  that  should  be. 
The  manner  in  which  the  Registry  of  voters  had  been  made  out, 
may  be  understood  from  such  facts  as  these,  attested  by  a  Kansas 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  press: — '"  When  the  Registry  was 
completed,  it  was  notorious  that  a  large  majority  of  the  names  on 
it  were  those  of  Pro-Slavery  men,  while  not  one-sixth  of  the  Free 
State  men  were  registered !  The  strongest  and  most  populous 
Free  State  districts  had  no  Registry  at  all.  The  new  town  of 
Quindaro  was  not  visited  by  a  bogus  census-taker,  but  the  citizens 
made  up  and  certitied  a  list  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  legal 
electors,  sending  the  names,  three  of  whom  were  Buchanan  and 
Walker  men.  Those  three  loere  inscribed  on  the  Registry,  and  all 
the  rest  omitted!  And  it  was  very  much  like  this  throughout 
Kansas."  No  census-taker  was  seen  in  the  majority  of  the  Free 
State  settlements,  while  in  others  only  a  fraction  of  the  Free  State 
men  were  enrolled.  No  delegates  were  even  apportioned  to  a 
majority  of  the  Free  State  Counties.  "Two-thirds  of  the  delegates 
were  allotted  to  that  one-third  of  the  population  among  whom  the 
Pro-Slaveiy  party  expected,  by  means  of  its  fraudulent  Registry', 
and  its  entire  control  of  the  ballot  boxes,  to  prevail."  Having, 
thus,  !io  shadow  of  inducement  to  commit  the  folly  and  incon- 
sistency of  practically  admitting  the  legitimacy  of  the  i)roposed 
Convention,  if  the  Free  State  men  had  been  beguiled  by  Walker 
and  Stanton  into  such  a  trap  without  bait,  as  was  openly  set  for 
them,  they  would  truly  have  justified  some  doubt  of  their  titness 
for  self-goveniment.  But  their  quiet  refusal  to  be  so  caught,  forced 
the  Pro-Slavery  party  to  expose  its  own  weakness,  and  reveal  anew 
the  truth  that  Kansas  was  governed  not  by  its  own  people,  but  by 
Federal  bayonets,  supporting  a  most  flagrant  usurpation.  Though^ 
even  the  defective  Registry  of  the  usurpers  showed  a  list  of  nine 
thou-and  voters,  and  a  census  taken  a  few  weeks  later  under 
dirc'tion  of  the  Free  State  Lejrislature  made  the  number  more 
than  twenty  thousand,  yQt  less  than  two  thousand  votes  were  cast 
at  the  election,  and  tiiree  hundred  of  these,  it  is  said,  came  from 
Mis.>ouri.     Of  course,  the  Couveulion  chosen   under  such  ciicuiu- 
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stances  was  unanimously  Pro-Slaverv,  but  that  was  deemed  a 
small  matter  compaied  with  the  overwhelming  demonstration  that 
it  did  not  represent  the  people  of  the  Territory. 

On  tlie  15th  and  1  Gtli  of  July,  a  Free  State  Convention  wa«  held 
at  Topeka,  "the  larirest  and  most  earnest  ever  held,"  up  to  that 
time,  in  the  Territory.  It  resolved  "  that  the  Topeka  Constitution 
and  the  State  Govenunent  originated  in  a  public  necessity;  that 
subsequent  events  had  proved  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  move- 
ment ;  that  Congress  would  consult  the  wishes  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Ivan>a*,  by  immediately  admitting  her  as  a 
State  under  the  Topeka  Constitution ;  that  the  Free  State  men  of 
Kansas  deny  the  validity  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  and  its 
enactments,  and  recognize  it  as  the  creature  of  fraud  and  violence; 
that  the  recent  vote  for  Delegates  to  a  Constitutional  Convention 
has  demonstrated  to  the  world  that  the  Pro-Slavery  faction  is  a 
'  miserable  minority '  of  the  people  of  Kansas  ;  that  an  attempt  to 
frame  a  Constitution  by  delegate^  thus  elected  would  be  a  gross 
outrage  upon  the  jieople,  and  that  the  admission  of  Kansas  under  a 
Constitution  so  framrd.  uidess  first  submitted  to  a  fair  vote  of  the 
horut  fide  residents,  would  be  an  art  of  injustice  and  despotism  so 
flagrant  and  alarming,  as  to  justify  her  })eople  in  a  resort  to  the 
extremest  measures  tor  the  protection  of  their  rights." 

It  voted  to  re-submit  the  To])eka  Constitution  to  the  people,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  August,  and  nominated  a  candidate  to  be  voted 
for  on  the  same  day  for  Representative  in  Congress  under  the  State 
organization.  It  took  ])reliminary  steps  also  for  participation,  by 
the  Free  State  men,  in  the  next  Territorial  election ;  reciting 
Governor  "Walker's  repeated  public  declaration  that  "  in  October 
next,  not  under  the  act  of  the  late  Territorial  Legislature,  but  under 
the  laws  of  Congress,  you,  the  icJiole  people  of  Kansas,  have  a  right 
to  elect  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  to  elect  a  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture," and  claiming  that  "  under  this  decision,  '  the  whole  people  of 
Kansas'  may  particijjate  in  an  election  for  Delegate  to  Congress, 
and  Ibr  members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  without  recognizing 
the  validity  of  a  Bogus  Legislature  imposed  upon  them  by  fraud 
and  ibrce." 

At  the  August  election  provided  for  by  this  Convention,  the 
Topeka  Constitution  wa-  ratified  by  more  than  ten  thousand  votes, 
though  none  voted  who  had  been  less  than  six  months  in  the  Ter- 
ritory.    As  ihe  other  party  did  not  vote,  not  recognizing  the  elec- 


104  REPORT. 

tlon  aa  legal,  the  Free  State  candidate  foi*  Congress  was  of  course 
unanimouslv  cliQj«en. 

^Meanwhile,  Lawrence  bad  been  tor  some  weeks  undergoing  a 
sort  of  siege  by  the  United  States  troops,  under  the  Governor's 
command ;  and  had  been  declared  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion, 
because  it  had  organized  a  City  Government  on  a  charter  of  its  own 
framing,  instead  of  accepting  that  enacted  for  it  by  tlie  Ruthan 
Legislature.  As,  however,  the  citizens  only  laughed  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's military  demonstration,  and  kept  ([uietly  about  their  busi- 
ness as  if  it  had  not  been  made,  he  at  length  grew  tired  of  the 
folly,  and  found  some  pretext  for  withdrawing  the  troops  ;  and  the 
"  rebellious  "  City  Government  continued  to  discharge  its  functions, 
unmolested.  About  the  same  time,  the  Free  State  men  were  tem- 
porarily annoyed  by  a  renewal  of  persecution  under  the  forms  of 
law ;  —  indictments  and  arrests  for  treason,  and  the  like.  ^lore 
than  a  hundred  indictments,  it  is  said,  were  found  by  the  sham 
Grand  Jury,  against  men  living  in  and  near  Lawrence,  and  many 
arrests  were  made  ;  the  proceeding-;  being  conducted  with  an  evi- 
dent design  to  provoke  the  people  to  some  outbreak  which  might 
be  made  the  pretext  for  yet  grosser  outrages.  But  the  prudence 
of  the  Free  State  men  baffled  the  design,  and  the  prosecutions 
accomplished  nothing  but  a  brief  vexation.  On  the  18th  of  August, 
Governor  Robinson  was  brought  to  trial  for  usurpation  of  ollice, 
and  on  the  "2Gth,  the  telegraph  brought  news  of  his  acquittal.  The 
New  York  Tribune  says,  "  It  is  e\  ident,  from  the  account  which 
our  correspondent  gives  of  the  trial,  that  every  out-door  arrange- 
ment in  the  way  of  packing  a  jury  and  otherwise  —  the  jury  being 
composed  entirely  of  Lecompton  men  —  had  !)een  made  to  secure 
a  conviction,  on  which,  as  is  evident  from  the  whole  atrocious 
course  of  his  ruling.  Judge  Cato  had  set  his  heart.  Xevertheless, 
as  we  have  learned  by  telegraph,  Governor  Robinson  was  ac- 
quitted." 

This  seems  to  have  been  due  to  the  fact,  that  to  convict  him  of 
usurping  office  would  have  been  an  admission  of  the  existence  of 
such  an  office  as  he  claimed  to  hold, — thjit  of  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Kansas ; — and  to  admit  this  would  be  to  concede  the  illegality  of 
the  Territoiial  (tovernment.  Hence;  the  jury,  however  desirous  to 
convict,  chose  rather  to  actpiit,  than  by  conviction  to  deny  their  own 
authority  to  try  the  case,  as  well  as  the  legality  of  the  government 
under  which  they  acted. 
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111  Scptcinltov.  tlic  rro-Slnvcry  Convention  for  franiinrr  a  Con>li- 
tulioii  nii't  ;it  Lcc-oniptoii,  ami,  at'ter  or^ianiziiii:-.  ;;i\i(nii-iicil  to  await 
tlic  i-c>uli    ol"  the   Ociolicr 'J'l  li'itorial  Election,  wliiili.  it   was  niani- 

I'e-t,  WomM  be  i-eso!uIelv  coute-ted  \)y  llie  j-'i-ee  State  jtal'IV.  On 
both  >i(les  (liiijieiit  ji!  eparatiou  \va-  niakiiiL:  liir  the  conle-I.  Tiic 
Free  State  men,  be>iile-  niiininatini:  canilidates  and  etii;du<-ting  a 
spirited  eai.Na--.  orirani/.ed  the  mihiia.  to  juntect  the  pol!-^.  in  e;i.-e 
of  another  ai'im-d  inva-ion.  The  Pro-Sla\(  ly  party  soiiLdit  .--uceess 
bv  iheii'  aecn-tomed  mean-,  t'rainlule:;!  \(iti  -  on  thi'ir  own  .-ide  and 
d!>iVanehi-<'ment  of  ]-i,Lditfiil  voters  on  llie  oth.r.  Tiiey  in-i-ti-vl  that 
tlie  "  Territoi-ial  Law"  should  iroveri,  the  election,  and  to  evade 
AValI\!:i{'.s  promi-e.  on  which  the  Free  Sialr  men  relied,  thc-ir  or- 
gan- iiitei'polated  an  impoi-iant  word.  makin;j  it  read,  "not  (:>XLY 
under  the  Act  of  the  late  T<rritorial  Legi-latur.-  b!\t  nndt  f  the  laws 
of  C'onpre>>."  Thev  claimed,  and  jinbli.-h^d  a  written  opinion  of 
their  readv  loi'l,  diidi:i-  Cato,  In  >ni>porl  the  claim,  that  '•  ])a}nH-nt 
of  a  Territorial  Tax"  wa-  "  aji  indi-pen-able  ])rc-re(pii-ite  Xn  the 
riLdit  to  vote"  at  the  approachinjr  electioti  ;  well  kiiowiiiii  that  the 
Free  State  men  wnuM  not  ]iav  the  tax  lest  i;  -honld  lu  con>tru((l 
to  inijilv  a  reconriiiii(jn  ot'  tlie  (iovernmeiit  imposinpr  it-  A  nio-t 
shaine!c.--!v  imju-t  a]i]iorlionment  ot"  Ivejire-eiitative-  amon,2'  the 
several  di-ti'ict^  wa-  made,  iriviiiL:'  f/irrc  l\epre-<>ntati\  es  to  nineteen 
Couniie-  alino-t  wholly  peojded  bv  l-~r(_'e  State  men.  and  conlaininLT 
nearlv  iialf  the  pdpidation  of  the  Territory  ;  and  thiify-six  to  timr- 
teen  Counties  which  contained  the  chief  Pro-Sla\ei'y  -treiiLrlh.  and, 
borderiiiLT  on  Mi-souri.  were  ojien  to  ea-y  intru-ion  from   that    State. 

Go\erntir  WalivKI:  an<l  hi-  Secretary  were  se\erely.  and  we 
think  jn-tlv.  lilaimd  tor  tlii-  uro--  inicpiity.  The  duty  of  ap]iortion- 
injf  the  Kepre-entaii\  e-  had  liceii  a-.-igned  lu  them  by  the  Territo- 
rial Statute,  with  a  provi-o  that,  if  they  failed  to  do  it.  it  ^hould  be 
done  by  the  jire-idinii'  ollicers  of  the  two  branches  of  the  '"Territo- 
rial LeL.d-lature."  De-itxiu^d!y  or  otherwi-e.  culjiably  in  either  ease, 
tliey  (ltd  neglect  the  duly,  and  it  fell  into  the  hand-  of  the  Ijorder 
Riiliian  oliicial-.  who  ]ierlormed  it  exactly  a-  Ma-  to  have  been 
(•xpecte<l. 

Huwcve;'.  ill  il,;  lace  of  all  the-e  ililiicullies.  the  free  State  men 
went  into  ihc  efi-iion.  and  triuinphed.  A-  in  \()tin":  for  Delei^ate 
to  Coiigr;-.-.  the  whole  'JVn-jiory  w  a-  but  on.'  di-tiict.  and  local 
i'raud-  could  not  njaterially  ailict  the  re-ult.  th(;  majoritv  I'ur  their 
candidate  wa-  ton  -trong  to  be  even  ipie.-tioned.      Hut    the   choice   of 
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the  T(  rriloriiil  Legislature  ^:ive  ^cope  for  Bonier  Rulliun  tactics, 
and  a  desperate  attempt  was  made  to  secure,  by  false  returns,  a  ma- 
jority which  even  tVaudiilent  voting  failed  to  obtain.  The  unl'air 
ap|)(>rtionnient  had  made  it  possil)h>  for  the  vote  of  Johnson  County, 
.-hrcwdly  manipulated,  to  turn  the  scale  ;  and  by  raakiiiL''  ;i  majority 
there,  lar^fe  enough  to  overbalan<-e  the  strong  Free  State  majority  of 
Douglas  Comity,  (joined  with  it  to  form  one  district.)  the  Kutlians 
could  control  the  L«'gislature.  The  Free  State  majority  of  Doug- 
las County  was  nearly  fifteen  hundrfd,  while  Johnson  County  had 
li'ss  than  two  Imndrfd  legal  voters  in  all,  and  Mis.-ouri  -^i-nt  over 
hardly  more  than  enough  roluntecr  electors  to  doid)le  that  number; 
but  Pro-Slavery  audacity  was  ailt'cjuatt'  to  the  occasion.  The  [mjH- 
book  was  lillcd  with  names  gathered  wherever  they  could  be  most 
r<'adily  found,  whole  pages  of  the  Cincinnati  Dir<'ctory  being  copied 
into  it  bodily,  the  names  of  Salmon  1*.  Chask,  lIoirvcR  (iui'.ELEY, 
and  other  distingui>hed  Republicans,  figuring  as  \oters  for  the  Pro- 
Slavery  cardidates  ;  and  a  so-called  "  ollicial  return"  was  made, 
giving  tho-e  candidates  more  than  .-ixteen  hundred  majorily,  in  the 
-ingle  precinct  of  ().\iiinl.  in  which  there  W(M'e  but  >ixtv  or  seventy 
legal  Voters,  at  most.  The  return-  from  ^I'Gee  Countv  were  but 
little  less  atrocious.  Other  frauds,  but  le-s  audacious,  were  perpe- 
trated ill  other  bonier  counties;  some,  it  is  -aid,  with  the  connivanci' 
of  Walki-.h  himself.  At  Kickapoo,  where  he  was  present  on  the 
day  of  election,  it  was  known  that  many  ^Missourians  had  come  to 
vote,  and  Wai.kf.r  was  applieil  to,  to  prevent  them,  lie  not  only 
failed  to  do  -o.  but,  it  is  stated,  he  told  the  Fnited  States  soldiers 
who  were  tlieiv,  to  vote  ;  which  tln>y  did,  "  in  violation  of  a  law  of 
Congress  ;"  and  a  Pro-Slavery  majority  of  five  hundred  was  obtained, 
in  a  town  of  about  two  hundred  legal  voters.  But  the  Oxtbnl  and 
M'(iee  frauds  were  too  glaring  and  monstrous  to  b«>  safely  tolerated. 
At  the  earnest  protest  of  prominent  citizens  of  Kansas,  the  false  re- 
turns were  rejected  and  certificates  of  election  wt-re  given  to  the 
Free  State  candidates.  This  act  of  justice  wtjuld  entitle  the  Gov- 
ernor to  more  credit,  if  his  coiir-e  in  other  in-tances  ha<l  proved  that 
iuinci|)!e,  not  policy,  prompted  it.  But,  apparently  to  keep  the 
Free  State  Legi>lalive  majority  below  two-thinls,  and  so  within 
contnd  l>y  his  veto,  we  tind  him  giving  the  election  in  Lynn  County 
to  the  Pi-o-Slavery  candidates,  in  the  face  of  a  Free  State  majority 
of  legitimate  votes,  by  rejecting  the  return  of  the  strongest  Fn^e 
State  precinct  in  that  county,  on  accoiuit  of  some  trifling  irregularity 
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111  the  ])rocecdii)2^s  of  tin-  Pro-Slavery  judges  oi"  electimi  ;  while  he 
received  and  sanelioned  the  return  of"  u  notoriously  irauduh'iit  Pro- 
Slavery  majority  in  Marshall  County,  though — Ije-idt  -;  the  i'raud — 
it  Avas  "as  irregular  on  its  lace  as  any  return  sent  to  the  Secretary's 
ollice."  But  all  hi-  services  to  the  Slave  Power  could  not  atone  lor 
hi-  interference  to  defeat  the  Oxford  villany  ;  and  from  this  time  it 
wa-  evident  that  he  had  lost  favor  at  Washington,  and  that  hi.-<  olTi- 
cial  life  would  he  of  short  continuance. 

Having  lo<t  command  of  the  Territorial  Legi.-lature,  the  Ruffians 
now  re-ted  their  ho])es  on  their  Constitutional  Convention.  It  met 
in  th  •  lattei-  j)art  of  Octohcr.  and  finally  adjourned  in  Xnvenilier  ; 
having  iiiii.-licd  it-  work  in  a  manner  deserving  tin'  warnn'-t  ap- 
proNal  vi'  till'  ma-Ii'r  it  served.  With  tin-  eoolr-t  et^hjiitery  it 
a-.-uDK'd  t(t  reprc-cM:  and  act  i'or  the  peoj)li-  of  Kan-a<,  who  had 
-o  often.  ,-o  emjilialically,  and  in  so  many  ways  denifd  it-  legitimacy, 
and  ,-li(jwii  tlii'ir  ahhorrencr  of  its  character  ami  j)urpo-es.  It 
iramed  a  (  un-titutiMn  which  dtclares  that  "  thf  right  of  ]i!opei'ty 
i-  hetbre  and  liiLiln  r  than  any  ('on-!initi(tnal  sanction,  and  the  right 
uf  till'  owniT  oi  a  SiaM'  tn  -udi  Slav*'  and  its  increa-e  i-  the  >ame 
and  a-  iii\  iolahl'-  ;i-  tin'  I'ight  to  aiiv  property  whatever;"  thus 
(iss"////iii/  that  Slavery  i-  right  and  legal,  at  the  outset,  instead  of 
lueiliiiM-  lo  ji(.  laadc  .-o  ;  and  adojiting.  in  its  mo^t  odiou-  Ibrm,  and 
to  it<  utmo-i  extreme,  the  impiou-  doctrine  of  property  in  man.  It 
]irovii!e>  that  the  Legi-lature  ^hall  have  no  power  to  emancipate 
Slaves  without  their  owner'.-  consent,  or  the  payment  of  a  lull 
(•(piivalent  iiir  them  ii;  advance;  and  no  power  to  ]prevent  emi- 
grant- from  bringing  with  them  their  Slave  property,  except  such 
Sla\e-  a-  have  commitie(l  higji  crimes  in  other  States  or  Territo- 
rie-  ;  lint  it  may  permit  owners  of  Slaves  to  em:mcipate  them, 
saving  light-  v\'  cieditor?.  and  jireveiiling  them  from  becoming  a 
])(il)lic  charge  ;  and  may  oblige  owners  to  treat  their  Slaves  with 
humanity,  feed  and  clothe  them  projierly,  and  abstain  from  injuries 
to  tlieiii  exteinling  to  life  or  limb;  and  ibr  neglect  to  comj)ly  with 
such  1'  ipiiienifiil-  may  have  the  Slaves  .-old  for  the  owner*.-  benefit. 
Ji  proviile-  that  Slavo  ]»ro-ecuted  for  crimes  higher  than  petit 
larceny  -hall  have  a  jury  trial ;  and  that  malicious  dismemberment 
or  killing  ol'  a  Sla\e  shall  be  ])unished  as  would  l)e  that  of  a 
i'ree  white  ])e!--oii.  except  in  ca-e  ot  in-uricction  by  -uch  Slave. 
.\  •  lir-t  reported,  it  liniite(l  the  fdeclive  tranchi-e,  in  term-,  to 
'•white   citi/.eii-."   lait  ••  while  "    was   .-tiicken   out,   on  lie    ground   of 
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the  DuKD  Scott  dfci^ion,  tliut  tluTC  ciin  he  no  colon  c I  ciiizcn.-^ 
ot'  lliL'  Unitcil  Slate-.  It  i-f-ciiact-  all  the  Pro-Slavcrv  laws  of  the 
ii-i!r|)iiif;  Legislature,  and  provides  for  the  immediate'  di-iiliciiiir  "'>' 
the  Territorial  Goveriinieiit,  e.-taliH-iiiiiiii:  in  its  -tead  a  "  l*ro\  i-ioiial 
( loveriimeiit  "  lo  lie  admiiiistereil  hy  the  President  of  lie'  Con- 
vi.'ntion,  as  ••  Ke;ieiit  ;  "  and  tor  ^n[ier-e(lin;l  the  lat(dy  eho-en  Free 
State  Territorial  Legislature  by  a  State  Leiri^lature  to  be  (dected 
on  liie  Ith  ot"  January,  18.38,  under  the  aiispiees  of  the  "  R(  ;rent," 
C'ahiolx  ;  who  was  to  appoint  the  receivers  of  votes,  count  them, 
decide  who  are  elected,  and  give  them  their  credentials. 

The  ('onv(  ntion  refu-ed  to  -ulmiit  the  Constitution  to  the  people 
for  their  aeee|itanee  or  rejeeiion,  but  made  a  false  .-how  of  siili- 
mitiing  the  provi.-ion  in  r<  gard  to  Slavery,  in  .-iich  a  way,  however, 
that  everv  vote  upon  it.  whether  lor  or  again-t  the  provision,  mu.-t 
be  a  vote  tor  the  Cou.-titution.  The  voting  v.as  to  be  done  on  the 
21st  of  Di'eenil)er,  with  ballots  in-cribe(h  "The  C'ou-titution  with 
Slaverv,"  or  "The  Constitution  without  Slavery."'  And  \oii;ig 
the  latter  does  not  exidude  Sla\ cry  ;  —  at  nio-t  only  have-  the 
Legislature  t'ree  to  forbid  the  bringing  in  ot"  more  Sla\es,  while 
tho-(^  alreadv  in  the  Territoi-v.  and  their  natural  inerea-e,  are 
guaranteed  to  their  "owners'"  by  another  provision,  which  nui-t 
be  accepted  even  by  the  vote  f'or  "The  Constitution  without 
Slaverv."'  And  linally,  to  make  -ure  of  time  enough  for  Slavery 
to  lie  tiiinly  rooted  in  the  soil,  it  wa-  provided  that  the  Con.-titution 
,-lioidd  not  be  altereil  for  -even  year-. 

The  Free  State  men.  inteii-t  Iv  excitecl,  took  piom[it  niea-ures 
of  coiuiteraetiou.  Thev  urged  the  (iovernor,  and  when,  -oon 
after,  he  hft  the  Territory,  they  pressed  the  Secretary,  acting  in 
his  stead,  to  call  a  session  ot'  llu;  Ti-rritorial  Legislature,  to  act  as 
the  emergency  re(iuired.  A  written  recpiest,  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  pledging  them- 
selves lo  contine  their  ai'tion  at  the  called  -es-iou  to  the  defeating 
of  the  Leconijiton  villany,  secoudeil  the  popular  demand.  The 
Secretarv,  after  some  hesitation,  complied,  convinced  that  refusal 
would  endangir  the  j»uiilic  peace,  and  the  Legislature  was  .-um- 
nioind  to  meet  on  the  7th  ot'  I)ecend)er.  ^leanwhile,  on  the  .Sd 
ot"  I)ccrml>er.  a  Convention  of'  Free  State  delegati^,  larger  than 
auv  iA'  its  pr(  deces-ors,  nut  at  Lawrence,  and  jiassed  lleMilutions 
"  utt<'rlv  re|iudiating  the  Lecouipton  ( 'ou-lilutiou,'  and  pledging 
themselves  "ni:vi;k  lo  i>erniil  ii,  -•»  traiued,  and   not   scu^li  iTtu," 
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lo  lie  ilic  or;z:iiiic  law  of"  Kansas;"  (Icnofinciiig  the  proposed  clcc- 
lloii-  ii;;ilcr«^  a-  crimes  a'jT.inst  tlic  jicacc  oi'  lli<'  Terriloiy  ;  i\v- 
clai-iiii:  iIh'  rcL'i-Iannc  clior-cii  in  October  to  be  iIk'  only  Icixitiniate 
Ton-iiiJii:ii  lau-niakiiiL''  body  ever  elected  in  Kan<a-.  and  not  to  ha 
Miper-cdrd  by  any  Lon>lilution  till  a  fair  vote  .-hall  l)e  taken 
tlnrcon  :  i-(  In(lui--inL'  the  'J\>]>eka  C  i'n>tilnti(^n  as  ex|)res.'ini:  the 
ui-hc-  (if  a  iiiaiurity  of  th<'  ])roi>lc  ;  and  a-kincr  the  Terriimial 
Lejri.-lalure  to  iianie,  at  its  apjjroaching  extra  ses.-ion,  an  impartial 
election  law,  and,  nmler  it.  submit  the  T(j|ieka  and  Lt'coin])toii 
C(>n-tilnti(in-  to  a  voteol'the  j)eople,  and  jirovide  that  the  oiu'  which 
shall  feci  i\e  a  majority  of  legal  votes  shall  become  the  fundamental 
law  of  tin-  State  of  Kansi-. 

Ill  •  conr-c  of  the  Lctompton  Convention  ^et  Governor  "Walkkr 
at  ojieu  antauo)ii-m  with  the  ultra  Pi'o-Slavery  pe.rty.  and  broni:ht 
to  a  eri-i-  hi-  alienation  from  llie  l'i-e-ident.  lie  had  al!  along 
ad\ocated  the  -nbn.i--ion  of  thi'  (on-titution  to  the  ]>eop!e  ;  ha<l. 
indeed,  a-  Ip  atlirni-,  acce|i!«Ml  lii-  otllce,  (at  the  I're-ident's  ui'gent 
M'liciiation.)  on  tie-  i'xpi-(>-  <'ondliion  that  Ik.'  ,-honld  do  so;  was 
pledged  Id  the  people  to  u-e  hi-  iiifkfnce  lo  a-laiu  that  end  ;  and  hail 
^aid.  in  hi-  inaiigiu'a!  addres-,  "I  cannot  doubt  that  the  Convention, 
attei-  ha\ing  jVaimil  a  State  Con-titntion,  will  -ubmit  it  tlir  ratifica- 
tion or  r<  ieciion  l)v  a  majoriiv  of  the  then  actual,  bona  Jido  re-ident 
-1  t:le;-~  (,)'  Kan-a-.""  The  Convention  had  not  onlv  acted  in  con- 
tempt ol'  hi-  declared  \vi-li<  -  and  urgent  I'epre-entation-,  l»ut  had 
attempted  to  .-et  him  entiicK  a-ide  b\-  the  creation  of  it>  despotic 
"  Iv  geiicy."'  Turning  to  the  Pi'esident,  he  iliund  his  hope  of  su])- 
port.  in  that  (piarter,  di-appoiiued.  and  the  })roinises  on  wlfudi  it 
re-t<  1,  ^\ol•thle--.  The  rre-idenl.  it  i>  said,  originally  intended  to 
su-laiu  him.  and.  in  a  letter  to  him.  .-aid,  ''Zr/  Georgia  and  Alabama 
"hd  Mississijijd  Jinir/,  J  irill  stand  by  yon  ;"  but,  in  the  event,  the 
howling  \\a-  too  terrible  iin-  the  Pre-idcntial  nerves,  and  hi?  first 
poliey  \va-  aban<loned.  So  when  Walkeu  went  to  "Washington, 
dt  lU'uncing  the  Lecomjiton  -cheme  a-  "  an  outrage  on  the  peojile  of 
Kan-a-,  and  a  .-hamele-s  vicdation  of  all  the  j»rinciples  of  fi'ce  gov- 
ernmeiu  :"  ;ind  dcidaring  that  the  attempt  to  force  the  abhorred 
C  <^n-litni  !on  upon  Kan-a-  wrmld  proibice  rebidlion  and  civil  war  ; 
h'  t.nuid  the  Pi-e-ident  aln.'ad'.  gone  o\cr  to  the  rvuilians,  approving 
tl'.'  cour-(  ol  their  Corivention,  and  in-i-ling  that  he  was  l.iound  to 
-u-tain  i--  action.  FindiiiL'^  hini-e]f  tlm-  de-eried,  AValkki;,  on  the 
tioeeuiii  Mi     iJeeember,  re.-i;:iied    lii-  ollice,  adding   anothej-  name    to 
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tlic  list  of  victiins  saoriftoed  in  the  vain  endeavors  of  tlie  Slave 
Power  to  match  the  hardihood  of  its  agents  with  the  ^locity  of  its 
work.  Stanton,  the  acting  Governor  in  W-VLiCKii's  ah.-ence,  had 
sealed  his  own  doom,  hy  the  unpardonal)Ie  sin  of  calling  together 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  to  oppose  the  schemes  of  the  usur[)crs, 
and  soon  sutt'eri'd  the  penalty  of  removal,  lint  his  removal  lould 
not  invalidate  his  previous  otheial  act.  The  Legislature  had  been 
duly  summoned,  and  on  the  day  appointed  it  met  ;  when,  for  the 
iirst  time  in  Kansas,  all  the  forms  of  law  were  joined  with  the  sub- 
stance of  right  in  legi-lative  proceedings.  An  act  was  pas.^ed,  sub- 
milting  the  Leeumpton  Constitution  to  a  vote  of  the  jx'ople,  to  be 
iriven  on  the  fourth  of  January,  IS.'i.S:  and  another — atter  tlu'  popu- 
lar jialgment  had  liccn  rendered — tiirbidding,  on  pain  of  death,  the 
attem[>t  to  put  that  Cou-titutiou  in  force;  also,  an  act  taking  the 
militia  from  the  eonlrol  of  the  Governor,  and  an  act  providing  I'or 
the  holdinsi  of  a  Conveiuion  to  frame  a  new  C'on-tiluti.jn. 

( )n  the  as-embling  of  Congress,  in  December,  the  President,  in 
his  Mes-age,  fuUv  endorsed  the  action  of  the  Lecom[)ton  Convention  ; 
adinittiiiL',  however,  that  he  had  expected  tlie  Cou-iilution  to  lie 
.-ubmitled  entire  to  the  people,  but  contending  that  ilie  Kansas- 
Nel>ra~ka  Act  rrqinred  nothing,  except  the  Slavery  ([uestion,  to  be  >o 
submitted,  and  tiieritbre  tin-  Convention  had  done  all  that  law  or 
justice  demands,  in  ,-nbmitting  that.  The  election  (of  Dec.  21st.) 
"  will  be  held,''  he  said,  "  under  legitimate  authority,  and  if  any  por- 
tion of  the  inhaltitants  -hall  refuse  to  vote,  a  tair  opportunity  to  do 
so  having  been  pn'<entcd.  this  will  lie  their  own  voluntary  act,  and 
they  alone  will  be  re-pon-ible  tor  the  eonse([uences."  He  aliirmed 
that  "every  citizen  will  havi>  an  op[)ortunity  of  expre-.-ing  his  opin- 
ion "  whether  Kansas  shall  be  a  Free  or  a  Slave  State,  liut  added, 
in  another  paragra{)h,  '•  Should  the  Constitution  without  .Slavery  be 
adoj)ted  by  the  votes  of  the  majority,  the  rights  of  property  in 
Slaves,  now  in  the  Territory,  are  reserved  ;"  and  goes  on  to  assert 
and  argue  the  justice  of  this  provision,  and  that  it  would  be  ''  gross 
inju-tice  to  conli^cate  the  property  in  Slaves  already  in  the  Terri- 
tory." That  is,  Slavery  is  to  continue  in  Kan-as,  in  any  event,  as 
long  a-  the  Slaveholders  now  there,  and  their  "  heirs  and  assigns," 
■choose  to  continue  it. 

.Vs  to  the  alleged  opportunity  of  every  eitizen  to  express  hi.s 
opinion,  its  valui'  may  be  better  e-timated  in  llie  light  of  the 
following  extract  from  the  President's  organ,  the  W:u-liingtoii  Union. 
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"The  Democratic  conpei-vntive  portion  of  the  country  will  regard 
a?  the  peopl^of  Kansas,  only  such  a<  are  now  unilinj::  to  frame  a 
form  of  government  in  aeeonlauce  witli  tlir  provision-  di  hiw,  and 
not  those  who  are  seeking  to  paralyze  the  jiopular  will  hy  ille;:al 
subterfuges  and  thr  qnihlilcs  of  faiuuiei.-m."  lint  many  even  of 
the  I're.-ident's  own  political  i'aith  recoiled  from  such  open  and 
glaring  villany  as  he  commended  to  thnn  ;  and  a  wide  schism  in 
the  party  made  "Democrat"  no  longer  a  sulHcicntly  distinctive 
term;  and  added  the  ])retixes.  "Lecompton"  and  " Anti-Lecomj)- 
ton,"  to  the  party  nomenclature.  Tli)-ough  the  party,  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  the  line  of  division  ran,  and  some  of  its  most  prominent 
members  and  influential  ])refses  denounced  with  em]iliasis,  and 
opposed  witli  energy,  the  Kansa-  jiolicy  of  the  Adinini.-tration 
they  had  so  lately  helped  witli  all  their  might  to  jmt  into  power. 

In  the  Senate,  the  ^Message  elicited  a  warm  del)ate;  and  fore- 
most among  the  asjailants  of  its  vii-ws  of  Kan-as  matters  was 
Senator  Douglas  ;  who.  if  he  failed  to  make  quite  evident  his 
own  consistency,  or  to  induce  a  very  genei'al  and  devout  t'ailh  in 
his  purity  of  motive,  was  at  lea-t  etr'eclive  in  expo.-ing  the  iniquity 
and  imj)oli(y'  of  the  measure  he  eondennied. 

The  solemn  admonition  of  the  Presideiu  ])roving  of  no  avail  to 
bring  the  Free  State  party  to  the  ])olls  on  tlie  21 -i  of  December, 
the  voting  for  the  Constitution.  "  with  "  or  "without  Slavery,"  was 
left  entirely  to  the  Pro-Slavery  men  of  Kansas  and  their  Mis- 
sourian  allies.  Together  they  mustered  C.7(tO  votes,  of  whjch  G,140 
Avere  tor  the  Constitution  with  Slaverv.  Of  the-e,  there  is  abun- 
dant evideiH-e  that  at  lea-t  one-half  were  fraudulent,  but  where  the 
whole  process  wa>  one  continuous  fraud,  this  i-  a  nuitter  of  little 
moment.  At  the  election  of  the  4th  of  January,  under  the  act  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  the  result,  as  oihcialiy  declared,  by 
Governor  Denver.  Stanton's  successor  in  office,  v:a<,  for  the 
Constitution,  162,  (wiih  Slavery,  138;  xvithout,  24;) — against  the 
Constitution,  10,220. 

On  the  question  of  jjarticipating  in  the  election  held  on  the  same  day 
for  State  ollieers  and  a  Legislature  under  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion, the  Free  State  jiai'ty  was  dividi  d  ;  a  majority  opposing,  but  a 
large  minority  thinking  it  better,  by  electing  their  own  men,  to 
keep  coiurol  of  the  GovernmeiU.  if  Congress  a/iuuld  ratify  the 
Lecompton  Constitution.  They  accordiiigly  nominated  men  ])ledged, 
if  elected,  and  that  Constitution   should  be  approved  by  Congress, 
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"  to  adopt  and  excciiti?  iinnicdiate  measures  for  cnablintr  the  people, 
through  a  new  Constitutional  Convention,  to  obtain  sucli  a  Consti- 
tution as  the  inajiiiitv  .-h;Ul  approve;"  and  in  >pite  ot"  de.-pcratv. 
atti-nipts, —  in  whli-h  liu-  Governor  of  Mi.-,-onri  \va>  impliratcd, —  to 
cheat  thcni  out  of  ihiir  vietoiy  by  illegal  votes  and  fal-e  relurns, 
thev  eleetcd  a  large  majority  of  their  eandiilates.  Regent  Cal- 
iiorx  dcdayed  lor  a  long  time  the  offieial  annoinicement  of  this 
result,  with  eviilent  de,-ign  to  return  the  eandidates  of  his  own 
part\',  or  to  u~e  hi-  power  of  controlling  the  result,  as  a  means  of 
influencing  the  vote  in  Congress  on  the  Lecompton  Constitution. 
I>ut  the  notoriety  of  the  material  fac,t,s, —  att(>sted,  too,  by  his  own 
Pro-Slavery  .-idiordiiiate-.  —  and  the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  and 
po-sibly  other  eau.-e>  less  obvious,  at  length  constrained  him  to  make 
a  true  rctiirn. 

On  the  -eeond  of  February,  the  Pre.-ident  sent  to  Congress  the 
Lecompton  Constitution,  urging  its  ac^-eptance,  in  a  Message  so 
e(Mnpactlv  tilled  wit!;  falsehood  as  to  the  hi-tory  of  Kansas  and  its 
Free  State  people,  that  it  would  ^caretdy  be  hyperbole  to  call  it  one 
^olid  lie.  .Making  no  allu-ioii  to  the  nuiltii)lied  trauds  and  viident 
outra'-'e-  of  the  Pro-Slavi-rv  p;>riv,  and  treatiii";  the  Free  State  men 
a>  rebels  against  the  Federal  (iovernment  and  law,  it  presented  the 
Constitution  as  a  fair  and  legal  e.\pres.-ion  of  the  popular  will  in 
Kan-as,  and  a-sumeil  that  admitting  Kansas  to  the  Union  as  a 
Slave  State  would  put  an  end  to  agitation,  or  at  least  confine  it  to 
that  State  ;  while  it  woidd  also  be  the  shorte.-t  way  to  enable  the 
people  there  to  get  rid  of  Slaverv,  if  such  is  their  wi.-h.  The  Mes- 
sage awakened  miu'h  excitement  in  botii  Houses,  ami  was  strongly 
<lenounee<l  by  the  friends  of  freeilom.  In  the  Senate,  it  was  relerred 
to  the  Territorial  CommittefN  well  known  to  be  thoroughly  Pro- 
Slavery.  In  the  House,  afU'r  an  earnest  struggle,  the  Republicans 
and  Anti-r.ecompton  Democrats  uniting,  defeated,  by  one  major- 
iiv— lllto  IF') — a  motion  to  refer  to  the  Territorial  Committee; 
and  i-uiied,  by  fhiee  majority — 1 14  to  1 1  I — a  reference  to  a  wSelect 
Conunitte'  of  thirteen,  to  lie  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  with  instruc- 
tions "to  inquii-e  into  all  the  tacts  counected  with  the  formation  of 
.-aid  Constitution,''  "what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  votes  cast"  for  it 
"  were  illegal,"  and  "  whether  it  is  acceptable  to  a  majority  ot'  the 
lei:al  voters  of  Kan-as."  The  folly  of  trusting  to  a  Slaveholder's 
honor  where  the  interots  of  Slavery  are  involved,  was  soon  made 
manifest  in  consequence  of  giving    the    appointment  of  this  Com- 
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mittec  lo  Speaker  Orr.  In  defiance  of  all  parliamentary  usage, 
till'  Speakei;,jrave  a  majority  of  the  Committee  to  tliose  vlio  were 
lio-tile  to  the  pur])o-=c  for  wliicli  it  was  I'aisrd:  seleclini:',  moreover, 
the  n1*le>t  iiii  ii  oi  tin  ir  party  ;  ami  coaip  i-cd  the  minority,  liivor- 
a!>li'  to  the  ol)j('ci  >()ni:lit.  malnh  of  men  hv  no  mraii^  di-tinLrui>Ii''d 
auionir  their  fi/llow-  tiir  ability  or  intlncnci'.  Tiit'  majoriiv.  o(  conr.-e, 
refused  to  make  the  pi"opo-ed  iiivcstiizaliun.  ami  in  a  ii-u  days  voted 
to  i-eport  in  favor  of  admillinir  Kan-a-  under  the  Lecompton 
Constitution. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  Maridi,  the  Senate  had  a  warm  eonte-t  on  the 
qne-tion,  and  continued  in  se<si(jn  all  niirht.  The  Southern  sena- 
tor~  exhiltited  thcii'  u-ual  in-olcncc.  Imt  the  lupuhlicans  succeeded 
in  forcing-  a  j>'j^tponement  of  the  vot'-  till  ihi'  2.']d.  0\\  that  dav 
the  Senate  passe<l  —  ^3  to  '2')  —  the  liill  liii-  admitting  Kansas  with 
the  Lecompton  Con-titutiim  ;  afici'  having  rcjecti  il  —  ol  to  2')  — 
a  >iih-titute  offered  by  CiUTTKNUKN,  of  KeiiHickv.  providing  that 
the  Con-titntion  lie  -uhmitled  to  the  pcdple,  and.  if  approved  by 
thcni.  tiie  President  to  admit  Kan-a-  hy  ]iro(daination  ;  if  rejected, 
the  )>e(iple  to  call  a  Convention  and  frame  a  Con-titntion.  The 
hill  Went  to  the  House  and  on  the  l>t  of  April  wa.-  lironghl  to 
a  vi)te  there.  Ckittkm>p;n'.s  snh>titnie.  somewhat  moditied,  was 
aditpti'd  hy  l'2(t  to  112:  the  lvi'[)uhiieaiH  i-elnctantly  accepting  it 
as  the  oidy  mean~  of  securing  union  with  the  Aiiti-Li'compton  men 
of  other  partie> ;  though  it  was  di>fa-tefnl  to  them,  as  a  seeming 
ahaiulonment  of  the  ground  thev  hid  hitherto  occupied,  in  ojiposi- 
tion  to  every  nu-a-nrc  tainted  with  the  Pxirder  lailHan  Irauds. 
'J'hev  claime<l.  however,  to  he  ju-lilii-d  hv  the  nece->ity  of  the  case, 
and  the  perfect  certaintv  that  the  Lecomptnn  Con-tiiution  would  he 
jironijitly  voted  down  a-  ^oon  a>  it  .-hould  he  sent  to  the  j)eople  of 
Kan -a-. 

Wliile  these  things  were  doing  at  Washington,  the  j)eople  of 
Kan>as  had  elected  the  Convention  authorized  hy  the  Territorial 
Legislature,  and  the  Convention  had  met  at  Leavenworth  and 
framed  a  Free  State  Constitution,  which  had  been  accepted  by  a 
jMipuhir  \(itc.  It  wa-  in  the  main  the  old  Tojieka  Constitution,  but 
with  <u]]\c  impiovement.  It  jiermitted  colored  persons  to  vole  on 
the  <pie-tinii  ot'  it-  a<loption,  but,  with  a  -till  lingering  inconsistency, 
provided  fir  .-nb-equently  referring  the  (jue.-tinn  of  colored  sutlrage 
to  a  vote  of  the  jieople. 
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On   the    8tli   of  April,  flie    Lf.'compton  l»ill,  as  nmciidcd    liy    {\\o 
IIoii-c,   came    liafk    tVoiii    the   SriKiti-   with    a    ini--;-au''  <<t'   iHui-rdU- 
ciuTciifc   in  thf   anxii  lini'iit.      Tlir    I  loii-c  voicil   to   a  !li(  it.  11'.>   to 
111.       Tlif    Sriiati'    ;i-k'il   a    ( '<>iniii:;;cr   of  C'oufcitiif'.  a'.!<l   mi    tlu' 
1  llli,  liv  tlu'  ilffrciion  of  tiiai-    Aii:';-I.i'i  oiniilou    D'lnocmt-.  ami   the 
Spfakt-r's   ca-lini:   \()tc,  a   Coiitt-iim c    \va>   '_n'a!it' il.      'Ihr   Sj-ciiKt-r 
took  care  so  to  coii-iitiiii-  tin-  Corauiittic,  on   tlic  [art  ot   tin-    Hou-i', 
that    Ski\cr\-    >iioiiM    nih;    it.      To    ri-[aT.-cME    tl.r    .\nti-l.(c(iii)|iioii 
.^eiitiiiii'iH,    111'    appoaitrt!.    not     tin-    c'loue    ot    ihi'    Aiiti-Lcrwini'toii 
iiuinhcr-,   hut    Kn<;i.i>1!.    of   Iiid'aaa,   a   man  ah-i  a<!y  <li-lru-t<<l   I'y 
iiKiiiv  of  hi-  a.-.-oi'iatc-,  a:al  who-c   suh-ci]:i<'iit   coui'm'    li  (t    scai"'"'   a 
(loiiht  that  liL'  Iiad  joined  iheai  oa!y  to   !)•  tray   t'leir  cati-e   whiai  tlie 
tre;i?()ii  woidd    he    ino-t    eHretive.      'i'liat    time    h.nl  iiov  cimi  .      ili' 
])ro|)o-''d   ill    llie    Coaimitlee,    aail    iirueiircd    to    he    rejuaii  d    lo   the 
II.)U,-e,  a  '•  jdaii  'if  ciaiijii-oiiii-e."    whii'li.  to    the  i  >-<aiiial  ir.iunily  ot 
tlic   oi'i,:^Ina!    Lerom|ilon    seiieme.  ;i  1  li-d    a    me.uiae-^    ).i  .'idiaily   its 
own;  —  a    -oit    ot    noade-ei  ipt    eom|u>iind   of  lal-eii(n>d,    liaad.   <  v  a- 
si(tii    and    Itrihers  :     compeii  •alin;i     tiir    aas'    kn-k    ol     tlie    Imiiviiii^ 
in-oliiiee  (jf  [iiin;  Leeoaip'oni-iii,  !i\'  a  Ui'.n.iamin's  portion  ol  >ne;.k- 
ini^    poliroonery.    and    an    iii>nItiiiLr    ini;'hi'a:ion    th.at    ihi-    peojile   oi 
Kansas  were  a-   Vi  nal   a-    it-;   author.      liei-o'j;iii/;''L:   the    I.reoinj.t(-n 
Constitution  a>    •"  Iu-|ai!d;e-!n    in    inrm  ; "  a--Miii:i;ir  ihal    liie    p<  nplt.' 
of   Kan^as  ask  adini>>ion  under  it  ;   Init  re|ireMiiiinix  that  it-  '^rant  ot 
land   to  lvan-a>    (for    raihoail    and  oilier   |uii|)o-es.)    i-^    laiL'i  r   tlian 
C'ont:ii'>-    ap[>roves  ;   it    |U'opo-e-    an    ()rdinanee   makini:'  ;i   .-maUer, 
hut  >till  \erv  larixe,  land  iiraiit  ;   and  -nhmit-  —  D'/f  llie  (  on-litution, 
hut  — f/i'it   i)ril:ii(n><e  to  a  \o!e  of  the    |)e(i|de.    at    an    eli-elioii  to  lie 
eoiitrolli'd    hv    tin'    l*ro-Sla\  erv    parlv.  the    hallots    to    lie    in-ia'died, 
"  I'rojio-ition  Ai'ee|ited,"   or"  rropo~it'on   Ivejeeled."      ll  .i  majority 
vote    to    accept,    the    rre-ident'>    |iroclainalion    aininiinciii,i:    the    hict 
admli>  Kaii-a-  to  the  I'nion    a>    a    Sla\  elioldiii;^    State;  —  if  a   ma- 
jority reject,  then  it   >hall   he  held  that  they  do  not  de-iie  adini.-.-ion 
'•  with  saal  (."on-'itulion  ti/n/rr  //i^  rouditions  set  lorth  in   .-aid   propo- 
sition;" ;ind    tliev    iiKiy    elect    di  h-irates  to  form   ;inolIier    Con-titii- 
(ion,   ■'  whenever,    ;ind   not  licfuri',   the.  j»o|)nlation    of  the  Territory 
cipiaU  till'  ratio   of  ri'pre-^entatioii  "'   reipiired    ior   a    Kepre>ent;itiv(! 
in  ('om:re.-<.      ( >n  the  .'loth  oi'  Apiil.  the    I'.nci.i-ii  hill  was  adoplc<l 
hy  hoih  llou-e-,  :i-  a   suh-iitule  liu'    tlio-;!'  which   tin  v  had    >e\(  I'nlly 
pas-ed.   and    the    rre-idenl's    .-iLrnaiiire  soon    made    it    a    law.      The 
proci'js  1>^'  which  .\.ntl-Lecompton     Demotrats    enou;^h  to  ellict    this 
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object  Were  r-  lulcrcn,  ill  i!ic  >ii:;iif)v';i!it  liiiiL'unir''  ('f  i!i'-  liirliinoiid 
,S"ttf/i.  ••()M!'ii  til  conviciioii."'  i-  n  scci'ct  \\!iic!i  ii'Ttl-  no  iclliii'j. 
Ilar.lly  \v:i^  i;  tlcfineil  uct'ilt'ii!  to  veil  iln'  w  Inili'-al-'  IiiUmi-v.  -aw] 
not  ;il  nil  to  cfinrciil  tlir  iclciitlc---  {.oliiir.-il  ]ii<i-ci-i]j! ion  eini'li'Xril 
by  till-  K\ccii!i\r  lu  Iii'ihI  iIh'  Lc;^i~la;iii'c  to  ii<  wiil. 

I.o'.ri  \va-<  the  cxr.lt.ition  ol'  tlic  pnrth'.aiis  of  Sl;iv(  ry.  ^vIun 
tlic  i--.iic  of  til'-'  (Mute.-t  was  atmorinccl.  S,  nator  'J'o'im;:-^  couU 
"  see  liOt'i-i'.i.;  in  tlic  hvilliaiit  future  bat  ]>  'a-f  and  liariiiouy.  ritid 
pr()S]):r:tv  to  the  glorious  or;:;aniz:itioii  of  the  Demon-atie  piirty. 
The  Uiciiir.o'.i  1  S.nlh  wa^  ])ro;v.pt  to  '■  eou.irratiiliit;'  the  country 
on  tl.c  recall."'  ih'rlariii.^:  that  "  it  ac-liiev.s  a  ( 'oi'.tircssional  rert-g- 
iiitioti  of  ihr  I,eco:aj)tun  Constiiutioti  :  afir:ii<  tli"  principh.  >  I'l-r 
Avliicli  fh'.-  Soatli  ha<  cotit':!.  !e  1  thrcjuu-iioat  tli?  :^tru;^L:lc-  :  a-lnr.ts 
Kansas  into  tlic  Union  as  a  Sl.ive  Stati  :  an  1  thus  con-')]!  i.ites 
the  vhtovy  of  IS-VI.  In  ]>r,ieti.-e  a^  uel!  a<  iv.-'.n.ipl'.  it  i-  now 
e-t.ibIi-1;/  ;  that  no  }•"(.  it  r;;!  prohibition  wWl  ava'l  to  re-tri:  t  the 
c-Njiansion  oi  tl..-  Pro-Slav:  ry  p  iwer.  ]'.\  vh.-.v  of  siu-.u  i^  ]■>.. riant 
consccjuenc.  .-.  th''  p  ■cp!  of  th-  Soutli  will  acv-i-pt  thi<  ^;Itlc:ni'iit 
of  till-  Kansa-  '-ontrov  r-y  v.itii  unfi  iitnial  satisfaction.  Wh  11  I 
the  en  I  i^  n.:r  yl.  T-.  rh-ps.  Ic.for.'  it  cotiies.  all  thi.-  eNubcrant 
Ti  joici:..'  may  i-e  io-in  i  to  have  been  pretintnre.  and  th.e  victory 
now  \\  on  by  such  (iisp-acefiil  means  may  yiLli  but  a  barren 
triumpii.  aftc  r  all. 

Oia:  :'JN. 


Sin<'.'  the  date  of  our  list  llcport.  i)yi^>:\  ]y.\s  tak':n  prelimiiu'.ry 
.st'-]i>  fu-  a!ir.l->i;ni  to  the  rnion  as  a  Stat-.'.  A  ('mistitutiou  has 
been  f'lrnvd,  submittc-  1  to  t'le  p.'oph-.  an  !  ratified  by  a  majority 
()f  n^'1^e  than  tv.'o  to  one.  The  ijuestion  of  allowing;  Slavery  in 
tiie  Sta*e  v.-as  submitted  sopara.t'  !y.  as  wa-  al-^o  that  of  admittitiij; 
f,-..  v.<''^vni<.  'i'he  vote  was,  for  .^1  ivery.  \J'>Ao  :  against  Slavery, 
7.727;  iur  a ':;iittin<:  fr'-e  iicirroes,  l.nsl  :  for  excluding  free 
i!(  uro.'s.  s,.V.il  :  --liowing  m<jre  ho'-tiUtv  to  i'rec  negroes  than  to 
S!a\  L-ry.  I- or  while  the  vote  against  Slavery  wa^  but  tliree  and 
lliree-}'i)ur*h-  to  one.  that  a'jrain^t  the  iv.'ro's  wa-^  about  seven  to 
o:ie.  I-'r.>m  t!:i-<  token  may  be  guesst  d  —  though  we  are  not  left 
to  gm --  from  this  alone — tiie  kin  i  an  i  value  of  Oregon  Anti- 
S]  M-  rv.  ft  i-  f  vi  1.  ntlv  .^i.  Anti-Slav,  r^  not  of  moral  jirincipie. 
but  ul    .■^<.  iir-ii  jjolicN  ;    not  to  be  tru>led    in    thiie>    of  trial.      Sham 


lid  uki'oi:t. 


Dcmocrucy  is  the  tloininant  political  faith  of  the  Terrirory,  ancl 
is  likelv  to  b(f  of  tiie  State  :  and  its  influence  will  of  course  be 
cast  into  the  Pro-Slavery  scale.  To  its  Icadin:,'  politicians,  the 
Di:i:i)  S( OTT  decision  is  the  end  of  tlie  law  for  rij^hteouMU'SS, 
and  Bi"(  iiAN.vN.-  Kansas  policy  the  model  of  Democratic  states- 
manship. A  correspondent  of  the  Xew  York  Trilune,  Mritinj; 
from  the  Territory  during;  the  canvass  for  the  vote  upon  the  Con- 
stitution, affirmed  that  "  nearly  all  the  [Democratic]  leaders  are 
Pro-Slavery  men/"  and  only  the  fear  of  defeat  '•  prevents  their 
throwin:.,^  the  Slavery  banner  to  the  breeze."  He  adds,  "  perhaps 
half,  and  the  most  candid  half,  are  out  avoweilly  for  Slavry." 
Candidates  for  office  and  party  organs  take  the  t^round  that  "  if  we 
are  compelled  to  liave  the  colored  race  amnnij  us,  they  should  be 
Slaves.''  Doubtless,  a  better  leaven  is  workinj^  there,  especially 
amon<j;  the  settlers  from  the  North  and  Ivist  who  have  been 
trained  under  free-labor  institutions  :  and  some  day  we  may  hope 
its  ojood  eficcts  will  he  more  manifest  :  but  we  see  much  now  to 
(lualify  iiur  pleasure  at  the  announct-ment  that  Oregon  is  to  be  a 
Free  State.  For  the  purposes  of  its  own  material  prosperity. — 
to  the  extent  of  appreciating  and  employing  at  home  the  (-nergy, 
efficiency,  and  economy  of  freedom,  —  it  will  be  Free,  and  this, 
unquestionably,  is  much  to  rejoice  at,  and  gives  hope  of  more 
antl  better  hercaftcT  ;  tiut  in  its  moral  attitude,  in  its  cxtirnal 
policy,  in  its  relation  to  tlie  t^^reat  ^.'iieral  issue  p.'udiug  in  the 
\s  hole  country  between  mastership  and  manhood,  it  promises  as 
yet  to  stantl  little  better  than  Florida  or  Texas  ;  it  is  virtiudly  a 
Slave  State. 


MlSSOfUI. 

While  Slavery  has  been  desperately  striving  to  eidarge  its 
borders,  the  battle  has  begun  to  turn  to  its  own  gates  with 
unexpected  vi'^nr  ;  endangering  its  hold  even  upon  its  present 
possessions.  Missouri  has  become  the  scene  of  a  powerful,  wide- 
spread and  still  spreading  agitation  of  the  Slave '  ([uestion.  the 
avowed  intent  of  which  is  to  (have  Slavery  from  the  State. 
Wiiih-  v;iri'iii~;  causes  have  eoneurred  to  this  effect,  one  c  liief 
immediate  cause,  no  doubt,  has  been  the  strunj^le  to  enslave 
Kau-;as.  and  e-p(>ci;dly  the  part  borne  in  it  bv  the  >ri^<niiri 
Bordercr.s.      The  excitement  thus  eukindleil  burnt  backward   upou 
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tlioso  ulio  kindled  it.  The  developments,  moreover,  of  that 
struurfilc,  revealing  as  they  did  the  comparative  resources  and 
strenjxth  of  Free^'.om  and  of  Slavery,  quickened,  among  the  more 
cnlii^htcned  portion  of  the  Missourian  people,  an  already  half- 
awakened  sense  of  the  impolicy  of  their  own  system  :  and  cre- 
ated, or  stimulate  1  into  a  motive  enerjjy.  a  desire  to  be  ri;l  of  the 
lieavv  incubus.  In  a  few  ])laces,  this  feelinfj  had  become  appa- 
rent two  years  a<,a)  or  more,  })articrdarl}  in  St.  Louis,  where  some 
peculiar  favoriTi<r  circumstances  gave  to  it  a  strength,  wliich  the 
divisions  of  its  adversaries  enabled  to  be  politically  effective, 
in  I80G.  in  electing  to  Congress  from  that  district  an  avowed 
opponent  of  Slavery-extension.  More  lately,  it  has  carried,  the 
municipal  (lection  in  St.  Louis,  by  the  choice  of  John  ^L 
Wi.Mr.K  a>  I\Livor  of  the  Citv,  against  a  united  opposition:  and 
now  it  claims  an  indisputable  ascendancy  there.  The  St.  Louis 
JntiUi<ic)(<-i  r  savs,  "■' Th.e  Wi.Mri:  party  bohlly  avowed  themselves 
in  favor  of  gra  lual  ( mam  I])alii.in.  and  the  early  extinction  of 
Slaverv  in  Mi-souri.  On  tiiis  broad  issue  the  battle  Avas  fought 
and  won. 

'•  We  have  at  no  time  doubted  that  St.  J^ouis  is  'Free  State' 
in  sentiment  ])y  a  heavy  majority.  This  fact  has  long  been 
notorious  lure.  It  has  been  the  case  for  years;  but  the  prover- 
bial sensitiveness  of  a  .Slave  State  community  to  any  discussion 
of  Free  State  principles  has  heretofore  kept  the  Free  State  feel- 
uig  in  abeyance.  It  has  been  evoked  at  lai?t,  and  rises  at  once 
into  political  ascendancy.  This  ascendancy,  it  strikes  us,  is  likely 
to  be  permanent  :  for,  Avhile  it  is  true  that  hundreds  of  men  voted 
for  Mr.  WiMKi;  who  are  not  in  favor  of  emancipation,  it  is  also 
true  that  hundreds  did  not  vote  for  him  who  arc  as  thorough 
emancipationists  in  sentiment  as  he  is. 

"The  election  of  the  Wimkr  ticket  is,  therefore,  only  the 
emphatic  declaration  of  the  City  of  St.  Louis,  not  only  on  the 
expediency,  but  the  certaiufi/,  of  the  early  extinction  of  Slavery 
in  Missouri.  For  it  were  very  foolish  in  St.  Louis  to  proclaim 
a  ])olicy  that  was  of  doubtful  strength,  and  thus  provoke  isolation 
to  her>elf   from  the  rest  of  the   State."' 

Nearly  all  the  (ierman  paper-  of  Missouri  favor  the  movement 
for  emancipation,  and  so  does,  in  a  cautious  way.  tlie  organ  of 
the  Mtthndists  in  the  State.  'l']i':  virtory  in  St.  Loui-,  moreover. 
is    increasin;.'.    in    two    ways,    tiie    strength    oi    tlie    Lmanci))ation 
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])\r!v  t':roi):rl''>;it  tl::'  S!:i'-'.  F!r>t-,  it  is  i?'. '.uciii''  a  1  irLTc  iin- 
i!ii'4r;ition  tliitiur  tVurii  tlio  Vv.-c  Stat(~<.  by  the  li^po  it  <^:vc  s  tl.at 
Missouri  >.vill  soon  Ir.cMP.ie  Tr -e ;  anl  tiu'ii  hy  this  iiur.aso  of 
i;nm;i;ralioii  tho  price  of  Ian  1  is  imicli  ciil^itnctM!,  a:iil  a  c'v^^nt 
arL:.-uuieiit  is  tims  a  li'.rcs;.".!,  throu.i>li  tl'.o  p xk'-t,  to  t!ic  l:\nd- 
holdcrs.  in  I'avorof  ^he  p;)Hry  w!iif!i  brinies  forth  such  frtiils.  '•  [t 
is  wtll-kuow  n,  to  all  owiuts  nivl  pi:v!iascrs  of  real  cstatL-.""  savs 
the  St.  Lo'-is  J)<i,n,riif^  •'  t'.'.at  tlv  sales  of  t!ii>  sprin<^  l!av{>  bjcn 
thrco  fol  1  as  ;ir.;\t.  ami  at  a  uiwiilt  increasL'  of  price  than  ever 
before  obtaiiie.l  ip.  th.is  city,  'i'lie  .-ame  is  true  of  the  State. 
Much  of  the  ijreat  ti  ie  of  eiiii'^ration  tV-Jiu  t!  e  Free  States  has 
turnel  itself  upon  Missouri  :  an*!  tlie  reas(in  ninioulne^ilv  is.  th.at 
tliC  nH)Vi;nent  I'or  fre  '  libor  which  h  is  tri'inip^ie;!  in  .St.  I,ouis, 
an:l  bivis  fair  to  b-?  vie'-orions  in  tlie  State,  lias  drawn  att'-nlion 
to  tlie  ri-'h  laml-  of  .Missouri,  ami  liol  !.s  out  the  promise  that 
th.ey  ar.'  I'.ot  lon^ir  to  !;■■  cv.rse.t  with  the  ir.ce.b.is  which  iias  so 
lomj;  ni;\  h'  X\v^\\\  barren  a.:;  1   !.:iprofitable." 

The  last  m-nicipa!  eh  ;-tion  in  Jejf^rson  City,  t!;e  Stat^-  C.ipital, 
was  als,..  earrie  1  i^y  tlie  I'",:'.-;ancipation  j)  irty.  A  writer  tt:ence  to 
the  St.  Louis  L}ii::')<r<it  says,  "The  owners  of  t!;ree-fourr!;s  of 
tlie  Slaves  in  tiie  city  vote  i  the  l'ref>  Labcr  ticket,  b^lievir.^^  t'.iat 
emancipation  wouhi  increa-^e  th.e  value  of  tin  ir  lan:!s,  mor?  than 
it  would  diminish  the  niercr.ntile  value  of  th.eir  n"i;roes."  And 
it  is  stated  that  **  wdthin  a  week  after  th.e  triumph,  tlarteen 
families  settled  in  'fliis  city  of  tive  or  six  iiun'Ired  hoe.ses,  sev- 
eral Faster!!  capitalists  at  once  nia'le  liberal  investments  in  the 
city  and  \ieiiuty,  sevt  ral  iarjje  manuficturin;^  establishni'  nts  are 
.soon  to  be  started,  and  the  enntracts  and  otlier  I'ejnonstrations 
with  re  ference  to  buil  liu;^^  are  alrca  ly  such  as  to  justify  tlie 
expectation  that  two  hun  lre<l  houses  will  be  erecte!  in  Jelferson 
durin;^  the  current  year."" 

The  party  has  not  yet  tried  its  strength,  single-handed,  in  a 
State  election  ;  but  supported  last  summer,  for  Governor,  the  can- 
didate of  the  American  party;  believing  him  more  likely  than  his 
opp;)nent  to  fivor  its  object,  although  he  was  not  a  declared 
Emancip  itionist.  The  organs  of  the  Sham  Democracy  evinced 
their  alarm,  and  attesteil  tlu-  formi(!at)le  extent  of  the  Ivna.nci- 
patiou  feeling  in  the  .'~^tate,  by  trying  to  iuake  out  an  Anti- 
Slavery  character  for  tlirir  cau'lidate.  Ho  "'owns  no  Slaves.' 
they    saiil,    "  and    is    not    opposed    to    the    gradual    abolition    of 
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Sluvcry  —  far  from  it.  Ih  i.-onJd  // ■  (mr  nq  fJ.r  frsf  to  lend  liis 
IkiiuI  to  carry  out  tliat  mc;-.sun\"  ]}ut  ir.  ^pit^•  of  lliis  assfrtioii, 
tiic  Iv.iiaiicipationi'-ts  \v(.';it  fvr  i.i^  oppoi.'  v.t.  v.wl  ahriost  clrrtL-.l 
liini.  l-'or  a  tinr,',  iii.lvi.'.l.  ir  \va>  tiv-;;o':t  t';;' y  1-,a  1  siICctc-'IlvI, 
an.l  at  last,  the  otiici.ii  rrlr.rii,  Lr'vhrj;  tl;.'  l),-n 'T^.tic  can  rularo  a 
hniall  ^najorlty;  di  1  not  cscip-  -^tron;^-  sc'-plvion  of  iVaal.  TI'.ouL;li. 
as  we  liavc  saul,  the  I-]nia;!e':]>a' ;;)ni>ts  snp))i)Vtv>l  tlie  car.i'.i'iate 
anotlier  jiarty.  yet  tlie  Slavery  issue  ha  1  b^en  ina;le  so  ])romi- 
n' nt  in  the  canvass,  that  the  re.-^iill  was  c:;  aKT.dly  acce]ne.l,  both 
in  an  i  o'lt  o!'  the  State,  as  a  t.^st  o!'  tlie  stren;^th  of  the  1-hnancipa- 
th)n  ])ai;v.  'J'he  liic-.nioni!  Si'i'li'i.  s'j  tstiniatin^-  it,  tlins  nttered 
its  lament:  — ■•  Con -iderinur  tl;at  tlic  cpicstion  of  l-jnaneipation 
was  flic  contr',;:!!:;^-  issue  oi'  the  canvass,  orn'  joy  at  tlie  rese.lt  is 
not  luniiin;^:]'.'  !  wit!;  feelinu-  '.'f  (lis;!],p')int:re.']-.t.  It  is  iiow  (d.  ariy 
(h'nion>trateiI  that  n -arly  one-lialf  oi'  tl;e  people  of  I\Ii--'=);;ri  are 
in  favfe.-  of  tlie  uneou'.itiune.l  >..v*'n(t;on  'if  Shiv.  ry.  an.  1  ti'"  li]ve 
oi'  a  fev>-  yea.rs  nniy  v. 'tnes,  the  cjinplvt-  triiiv.]d.i  of  tli"  .\nti- 
Slavery  senlinient.  Crrtain  it  is  tiiat  the  Abolition  fcclin:^-  i.s 
I  very  day  liaijdn;^-  ^nannid."' 

'Idle  ]inianeipationis{>.  an  i  ni(>s{    of  th^ir  .syn-.p:ithi/.ers  in   otlur 

it   as   an  om"n 


Sta.tes,  <.;ave  it  tin  s  inn.'  interjiretation.  an  1  Inr.l 
of  edtiniate  and  not  rfinoto  sueeess.  We  tliink  their  hopi's  are 
ipiite  too  sanuaiine,  bnt  eertaiidy  the  events  wliich  liave  awakened 
th(  ni  are  not  without  a  ch(';  rini,'  si^nifieanee.  'J'riie,  the  Mis- 
sonrian    type   of  Anti-Slavt ry   i-    not    a   vcrv'hieh   one.      Its   aim 


seems 


ovc 


more    at    aain    than   godlin. -s  :    its    ;!ppe.d.s   are  rather   to 
m  to  cons(ieiiee  or  Inimanity.      It   view.s   emaneipatiun 


t'. 


Self-1 

r.;lher  as  a  profitahh'  inve-tnient  tlian  as  a  me.ral  duty  :  and. 
eaj^er  idr  the  white  man's  intere-t.  it  tliird^s  little  of  ti:(  black 
imm's  rights.  Still,  that  even  sue],  a  type  of  Anti-Slavery  should. 
have  ajipeared.  ami  spread  so  ra})idly.  in  a  Shive  State,  and  that 
t'le  notorious  "  I3ord;er  liufrian  "'  State,  is  se.rely  an  occasion  for 
rijoieiii^r.  ;iii,l  an  cncouraLrement  to  liope  and  perseverai:ee.  It 
■■  aLTitates,"  and  agitation  keepint:  thou;;!it  awake  m.iy  waken 
eenseienee  too.  It  tells  important  truth,  if  not  the  most  im- 
p. 'riant  ;  and  uses  coi^cnt  arguments,  if  not  the  ,>trungc  st.  Slavery 
i>  a  Ciirse  as  v.el!  as  a  crime.  Godliness  is  also  pain.  Ema.nci- 
jVitie!!  "•'>••/'/ enhan^'c  thi'  St, lie's    prosp.ritv.  as    wuW    as   ri;.;ht    in 


p  irt     the  liond.man's  v/ron 


Moreover,  Shnirv  is   sensitive,  and 


can   ill   abide  the  atmosphere  of  free   discussion,    tlie  irritation  of 
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h()?;tilp  criticism.  Its  ••  peculiar  ""  property  ilcprcci;itcs  in  value 
when  it  cannot  be  held  in  (piiet  ;  —  wlien  its  tenure  and  intluenc 
are  freely  (juestioned.  It  \\  ill  naturtlly  tend  to  crc'ep  awav 
tfralually,  of  itsilf.  —  if  not  summarily  ejected, —  from  rei^ions 
where  it  is  exposed  to  such  annoyance  :  w  iiile.  in  a  country 
situated  and  circumstanced  as  Missouri  is,  every  Inch  of  uround 
it  abandons  will  at  once  be  occupied  by  free  laljor  ;  ami  the  force 
wdiich  is  pressin^f  steadily  upon  it  will  thus  coiitinuallv  accumu- 
late in  advancing  :  till,  it  may  be.  Slavery  will  be  crovdeil  out, 
without  express  and  formal  abolition.  Such  a  fate  is  anticipated 
for  it  in  Missouri,  by  some  of  even  its  own  parti/.aus.  Tlie  St. 
Louis  liepnhUcai),  notorious  as  the  leading  organ  of  the  Border 
Ruffians,  utters  this  prediction  :  — 

'•  .Slavery  will  never  be  formally  abolished  in  Missouri.  Eman- 
cipation, either  immediate  or  gradual,  will  never  be  enacted  into 
law  in  this  State.  l>ut  yet  .Slavery  will  soon  cease  to  exist  in 
Missouri.  The  tiat  is  irrever>ible.  It  v.iU  not  be  abolished.  It 
will  disappear.  It  will  melt  away,  as  the  snows  of  winter.  It  is 
going  now:  and  once  started,  it  will  gather  increased  acceleration, 
like  a  stone  rolling  down  a  mountain-side."" 

May  the  prophecy  be  speedily  fulfilled,  unless  a  more  drastic 
remedy  should  work  a  yet  speedier  purgation  ! 


The  FoiiEicN"   Sr..vvi:-TK.\i)i'.. 

The  project  of  rcopeniivj;  tlie  foreign  Slave-trade  continues  to 
be  pushed  with  unfaltering  persistency  in  a  portion  of  tlie  South. 
Its  advocates,  at  least  a  portion  of  them,  like  practical  philos- 
ophers, intent  on  ihimi^,  are  not  tenacious  about  uarnvs:  an<l  arc 
willing  to  concede  so  much  to  '"sickly  sentimentality'"  as  the 
use  of  pleasant  euphemisms  which  may  slightly  v;il  but  n(;t 
conceal  their  meaning.  If  "  African  Apprentices  '"  ;.n  1  ••  Labor 
Immigration"  grate  less  harshly  upon  ^euder  ears  th^n  --Slives 
and  '•  Foreign  Slave-trade,"'  —  why,  let  the  morbiil  ra>:e  'y  g.''ati- 
fied,  so  that  the  purpose  is  achieved.  Last  Spring,  .in  ••  .'iijit-au 
Apprentice  bill"  was  passed  by  the  House  of  I{epr<.  ^nt j.".  • '  ^  of 
Louisiana,  authorizing  tlie  importation  of  twenty-nve  ?.  .j.'lred 
free  Africans  into  that  State,  "  for  agricultural  and   other  !i-y'jring 
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purposes, — provided,  they  shall  be  indentured  as  apprentices  to 
labor  for  a  term  of  years  on  which  the  parties  may  agree.  —  7wt 
h.^s  tlian  fifteen  years."'  To  liow  many  mure,  no  limit  is  set. 
'I'll'  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed  in  the  Senate,  but  by  only 
1  wo  juajority.  IVrJiops  the  parties  interested  will  consider  this 
;;  final,  and 'like  <food  citizens  submit  in  silence,  neither 
troubling  tlie  Legislature  fartlier.  nor  presuming  to  prosecute 
th' ir  enterprise  without  its  leave:  especially  as  "the  mover  for 
jjo-tponement  avowed  his  fixed  conviction  that  tlie  proposed  bill 
would  greatly  benefit  the  South,  and  his  motion  to  postpone  was 
only  from  regard  to  friends  opposed  to  the  measure,  who  had 
r:])pealed  to  him  to  defer  action  until  tlie  next  session,  so  that 
the  matter  might  be  tlioroughly  discussed  by  the  people."  But 
from  the  following  statements  of  the  Xew  Orleans  Viitn.  it 
f-ppcars  that  legislative  leave  is  not  everywhere  a  necessary  pre- 
r.quisite  to  the  prosecution  of  such  schemes,  although  it  may  be 
■■• -ll  enougli  to  "legitimate,  moraJir.'?  and  regulate"'  the  business, 
'■■.':. t-n  actually  begun  and  sure  to  continue. 

••  Southerners  have  taken  into  their  own  hand  the  law,  and 
r  p:ned  the  African  Slave-trade  witli  the  South  :  Africans  are 
r.  ;.^v  imported  into  Mississippi  and  otl>er  sea-shore  States;  in 
Mississippi  there  is  a  market  for  African  Slaves,  and  on  planta- 
ti  ns  in  that  great  and  intrepid  State,  negroes  recently  imported 
fr  ni  Africa  are  at  tlieir  daily  work.  The  authority  on  which  we 
.n.:ke  this  announcement  is  indisputable.  We  even  have  advices 
t'-  •.:  in  Mississippi,  Henry  Hucjhes  and  some  of  his  party  now 
\  r:vate]y  urge  tlie  Labor  Immigration  movement,  not  to  open  the 
.-  -.'^-ply  of  Africans,  but  to  legitimate,  moralize,  regulate  and 
V  r.-.alize  the  supply  already  opened,  and  impossible  to  be  closed. 
Wt  have  some  further  details.  Some  negroes  are  disembarked 
":•.  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  brought  overland  to  the  Mississippi 
C'^::.u!  fields,  but  the  Mississippi  seacoast"s  peculiar  facilities  for 
K-.v.  ;ing  and  securing  cargoes,  and  the  convenience  of  Pearl  River 
;■.-  .:  channel  for  distribution,  arc  not  overlooked." 

'i"i:e  paper  adds  details  relating  to  the  Mississippi  Slave-trade, 
'■  .'-■.tiientieated  by  operators,"'  showing  enormous  profits;  those 
<.  ;  .\  single  voyage  having  amounted  to  8200,000.  "Where  the 
pr  •-!:<  are  so  exorbitant,"  it  continues,  "we  can  well  under- 
^•. ..•_., 1  \\hy  the  business  has  been  begun  in  tlie  South.  We  can 
^^"e-I  understand  the  impossibility  of  closing  the  trade  now  begun, 
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and,  most  of  all,  we  now  can  understand  that  the  great  question 
is  not  whether  there  shall  be  for  the  South  a  supply  of  African 
labor,  because  that  is  now  settled,  but  the  great  and  absorbing 
question  is  whether  the  supply  shall  be  so  modified  as  to  be  legiti- 
mate, fair,  regular  and  equal." 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  South  is  permitted  to  monopolize 
so  lucrative  a  business,  while  the  North,  with  all  its  capital  and 
energy  and  commercial  enterprise,  has  a  tone  of  moral  sentiment 
which  can  tolerate  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  and  its  occasional 
enforcement ;  help  make  a  Pierce  or  a  Buchaxax  President  ; 
or  give  forty  votes  in  Congress  for  the  Lecompton  abomination. 
For  liowever  a  majority  of  the  Xorthem  people  may  abhor  all 
these  iniquities,  there  yet  remain  enough,  and  quite  too  many, 
who,  by  participating  in  them,  prove  themselves  not  morally  in- 
capable of  engaging  in  a  trade  in  men,  which  promises  such 
ample  gains.  So  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  papers  tell  so 
often  of  suspected  Slavers  fitted  out  at  Northern  ports,  sometimes 
arrested  afterwards  by  American  or  British  cruisers,  (seldom  by  the 
former  though,)  and  proved  to  be  what  they  had  been  suspected. 
We  need  not  name  the  individual  cases  which  have  come  to 
light  within  the  year ;  but  the  following  general  statement,  from 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Conaaerce,  will  give  some  notion  of  the 
extent  of  the  business  :  — 

*'  A  correspondent  on  the  coast  of  Africa  mentions  twenty -two 
vessels,  of  all  descriptions,  which  have  been  captured  by  the 
English  cruisers,  since  April  of  last  year,  for  being  engaged  in 
the  Slave-trade.  All  but  one  were  American,  and  the  larger 
number  belonged  to  New  York,  Boston,  and  New  Orleans." 

The  New  York  Trihune,  in  an  article  relating  to  the  case  of  the 
Panchita,  "  once  seized  in  the  port  of  New  York  on  the  charge 
of  being  fitted  out  for  the  Slave-trade,  but  set  free  under  pretence 
of  want  of  proof,  and  now  brought  back  here,  having  been 
re-seized  on  the  Coast  of  Africa  by  a  British  sloop-of-war  ; " 
speaks  of  "  the  admitted  fact  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave-trade  are. fitted  out  at  this  port,  to 
the  number  of  tliirty  or  forty  a  year ;  "  and,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  why  they  are  not  seized  by  the  United  States  Marshal, 
says,  "the  whole  ditHculty  has  arisen  —  the  impunity  we  were 
about  to  say  with  which  the  Slave-trade  is  carried  on  from  this 
port    of   New    York  —  has    arisen   from   the    construction    which 
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Jiulpcs  Betts  and  Xelrox  have  seen  fit  to  put  upon  the  la^vs 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave-trade.  There  is  a  singular  but 
very  natural  contrast  between  the  spirit  of  good  Avill  with  which 
these  two  learned  Judges  apply  themselves  to  the  enforcement 
of  tlie  Fugitive  Slave  Act,  and  the  severe  spirit  of  strict  con- 
struction with^vliich  they  seem  to  be  seized  whenever  the  Slave- 
trade  suppression  acts  are  before  them.  They  allow  no  quibbles 
of  construction,  nor  for  that  matter  any  constitutional  objection, 
however  serious,  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  rendition  of  fugitive 
Slaves.  Even  the  risk  of  now  and  then  consigning  a  free  man 
to  Slavery  must  not  be  allowed  to  defeat  the  intent  of  the  law. 
]?ut  wlien  dealing  with  the  Slave-trade  suppression  acts,  the 
utmost  rigor  is  required  in  bringing  the  case  within  the  strictest 
letter  of  the  law.  Property  is  not  to  be  interfered  with  on  slight 
grounds,  and  though  invested  for  the  purpose  of  the  Slave-trade, 
it  still  remains  liighly  sacred." 

Witli  a  Federal  Judiciary  of  which  Betts  and  Nelson  arc  not 
worse  than* average  samples,  and  with  a  President  and  Cabinet 
to  matcli,  is  it  any  marvel  that  the  advocates  of  the  foreign  Slave- 
trade  are  so  confident  and  audacious  r 
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Southern  barbarism  and  intolerance  of  free  opinion  and  ex- 
pression are  still  revealing  themselves  in  their  accustomed  methods, 
and  witli  tlieir  wonted  frequency.  Among  the  last  year's  in- 
stances, we  note  the  sentencing  of  Samuel  Green,  a  respectable 
free  colored  man  of  Maryland,  and  a  Methodist  preacher,  to  ten 
years"  imprisonment  in  the  Penitentiary,  for  having  in  his  pos- 
session a  copy  of  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,  —  "  the  law  allows  it,  and 
the  Court  awards  it;" — the  fining  of  John  Underwood,  of 
Prince  William  County,  Virginia,  8312,50,  for  "uttering  and 
maintaining  that  owners  have  no  rights  of  property  in  their 
Slaves  :''  the  five  months'  imprisonment  of  Cornelius  Hughes, 
a  Northern  man.  in  Alexandria  County,  on  a  charge  of  attempting 
to  carry  off  a  Slave,  a  charge  so  groundless,  that  as  soon  as 
lie  was  brought  to  trial,  the  prosecutor  had  to  enter  a  noUe 
prnsrtjii;^  for  Av.'iiit  of  evidence:  the  infliction  of  five  hundred 
lashes    upon    u  Ptev.   Thomas   Dun  loan,    in  the    Public  bquare 
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at    AVaxahatchie,    Texas,    under    sentence    of   a    mob-court    an  ( 
jury,    upon   a   charge  of  tampering   with    Slaves  ;   the   dcstructinn 
of  tlie    office  of  a   paper  called    the  Free  Fress,   (a  very  dangerous 
title,)  in  Wood  County,  Texas,  and  the    banishment  of  its  editor, 
and  another  man,  his  friend,  by  a  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
the  county;  the  ostracism  of  Helper,  of  North  CHrolina,  by  liis 
fellow-citizens,    for   having   dared  to    write    and  publish  an  Anti- 
Slavery    book  ;     the    driving    of    Joiix    Jolifek,    a    well-known 
Anti-Slavery   lawyer,  and  most  estimable   citizen,    of  Cincinnati, 
from  Covington,  Kentucky,   by  a   mob,    jncluding  "  a    number  of 
merchants  and  respectable  looking  men,")  at   tlie    instigation  and 
under  the  lead  of  the  infamous  Gaines,    notorious   as   the  master 
of    the    noble    Marc;aiiet   Gauneu    and    her    children  ;   and   the 
repeated    attempts  of  the    Slaveholders    and    their    underlings   in 
Kentucky,  to  prevent,  by  lawless'  violence,  menaces    and  personal 
outrages,  the  preaching  of  an  Anti-Slavery  Gospel    there,  by  that 
truly  Christian  hero,  John   G.    Fee,    and   his    faithful  associates. 
And  here,    in  justice  to  our    feelings    at   the    naming  of  this  emi- 
nently   worthy    man,    we    cannot    forbear    a    brief   digrcs>ion,    lo 
express    our    cordial  sympathy    with    him    in    his    trials    and  liis 
perils  ;   our  admiration  of  his  patient  fortitude,  his  gentle  courage 
and  manly  bearing  through  tliem  all  ;   and   our   high   appreciation 
of  the    devoted  self-denial,   unfaltering   fidelity,  persistent,    i[\iiit 
energy,  and  enlightened  zeal  for    Anti-Slavery  truth,    displayed   in 
his  self-sacrificing  labors  ;   which,    we   rejoice    to  tliink,    are  doing 
an    important    service    to    the    cause   of  Freedom    and   humanity. 
Mainly  through  his    exertions,  we  believe,   Kentucky  has  nine  or 
ten  churches  which  refuse  to  sanction  Slavery  by  their  fellowslup. 
His  field  of  labor  spreads  tlirough  several  counties,  reacliing  from 
tlie  northern  to   the    southern   border,    nearly   through  the  centre 
of  the  State  ;   and  the  value  of  his  efforts    is  attestetl  by  the   very 
violence  employed  to  stop   them.      He  has    been    dragged  forcibly 
from    his   pulpits   by  armed   mobs  ;   taken   from   this    county    and 
from   that,   with    onlers  never   to  return  ;   his  person  injured,  his 
life  and    the   lives   of  his  friends  endangered,    and    their  property 
destroyed.      In  Rockcastle  County,  the  meeting-house  of  his  con- 
gregation was  burned  at    night  by  Pro-Slavery  incendiaries  ;   and, 
when  the  meetings   were   continued    in    a    private    house,  that  too 
was  burned,    and    tlie    owner's    wife   and   four   small   children     lie 
being  absent)  narrowly  cbcapetl  with  life,  and  saved  but  little  else. 
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Tr.:  Judge  of  the  County  sided  Avitli  tlic  mob,  and  when  the 
*">' -^  was  sitting,  a  few  weeks  later,  gave  up  the  Court-House 
I'.T  '^  meeting  to  pass  Resolutions  against  Fei:  and  Ins  associates. 
ii-*-  they  still  persevere,  witli  a  spirit  wortl'.y  of  tlie  ancient 
f/.ir-yrs  for  trutli  :  whether  at  last,  like  tliem.  to  seal  their  testi- 
fu'ji-Y  with  their  blood,  or  whether  to  behold.  tl:is  side  of  imnior- 
l;il::y.  the  triumph  of  the  cause  for  which  tliey  toil  and  sutler, 
t^fcc  only  can  reveid. 


State  Sovereignty  in  Ohio. 

'Fr-C  exhibitions  of  the  Southern  spirit  of  domination  are  not 
'X/nnr-cd  within  the  limits  of  the  South,  nor  yet  restricted  to  tlic 
;ri Virion  of  individual  riglits.  It  menaces  sometimes  the  secu- 
,'i*y   of  Xorthern  homes,  and  even  the  independence  of  sovereign 

* )z.  the  27th  of  May  last,  a  gang  of  a  dozen  or  more  United 
-•/at'.--  Deputy  Marshals,  from  Ciiuiniuiti.  arrested  four  men  in 
''.'iia.'rpaign  County,  Ohio,  charged  witli  having  ai. led  the  escape  of 
■r.  f  '^sitive  Slave,  whom  a  party  of  Kentuckians  and  United  States 
i>cpu":y  Marshals  had  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  take,  a  few 
'.'av;  oefore.  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  on  the  prisoners'  behalf, 
v/a-  Usued  by  Judge  Baldavix.  of  the  Cliampaign  County  Probate 
i  ui^T.:  and  as  the  Marsjials,  on 'tlieir  way  to  Cincinnati,  had 
'  n»>rrea  Clarke  County  before  they  were  overtaken,  it  was  en- 
frustpc  to  Sheriff  Laytox,  of  that  County,  who.  with  one  assis- 
tant, .attempted  to  serve  it.  The  Marshals  resisted,  fired  several 
-hot-,  beat  the  Sheriff  till  he  was  disabled,  and  then  went  on 
tr.'ir  I'-ay.  Tlie  M-rit  was  then  put  into  the  hands  of  Sheriff 
i.i.-A:-.  of  Greene  County, —  into  which  they  next  came,  —  and 
h'-.  vfi-:.  a  sutbcient  force  to  overcome  resistance,  followed  them, 
r'.rve  1  the  writ,  and  arrested  them  also  on  a  warrant  issued  in 
ri;irke  County,  for  assaulting  Sheriff  Laytox,  with  intent  to  kill. 
'J  ^)^y  'Brere  committed  to  Springfield  (Clarke  County}  jail,  to  an- 
ft'Aer  t.  -.10  charge,  and  their  prisoners  were  returned  to  Cham- 
ji.-ii/T;  (-';.unty.  and  there  liberated  on  the  habeas  corpus.  The 
M.ir-:.-^.s  telegraphed  to  Cincinnati,  whereupon  Jiulge  Leavitt. 
"f  t..'-  I  liiteil  States  District  Court,  issued  a  writ  of  habeas 
<^ury^-.  :j  take    them    out    of  the   hands   of   tlie    State  authorities. 
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and  brin^  them  before  himself.  The  writ  was  obeyed,  and  on 
tlie  Ist  of  June  the  hearin<^  of  the  case  commenced,  but  was 
adjourned  to  the  'Jth,  to  give  time  for  procuring  testimony. 
^Meanwhile,  Governor  Chase  hastened  to  confer  with  the  counsel 
acting  for  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Clarke  County,  as  to  the 
measures  proper  to  be  taken  for  maintaining  the  State's  authority, 
and  immediately  telegraphed  to  Attorney  General  Wot.cott  to 
appear  in  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  State,  in  conjunction  with 
tlie  other  counsel.  "  In  this  prompt  action,'  says  the  Columbus 
*S7rY/e  Jonnial,  •'  we  are  certain  that  the  Governor  only  fulfils  the 
wislics  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Ohio.  Party  discipline 
in-d\  restrain  tiie  expression  of  the  real  sentiments  of  the  heart  in 
some  cases,  but  we  do  not  believe  there  are  many  citizens  of  this 
State  who  desire  to  see  her  laws  outraged,  and  her  Sheritfg 
assaulted,  beaten,  and  almost  murdered,  with  impunity  by  insolent 
Federal  officials."' 

On  the  9th  the  trial  proceeded.  The  testimony  proved  con- 
clusively that  the  Marslials  were  brutal,  insolent,  abusive,  and 
profane  :  that,  while  making  the  arrests  and  conveying  their 
prisoners  away,  they  refused  to  read  their  warrant  or  tell  the 
offence  it  charged  ;  used  threats  and  blows  to  prevent  the  neigh- 
bors from  following  *'  to  see  fair  play  ;  "'  and  throttled  and  haiid- 
cuffed,  and  otherwise  maltreated  one  of  the  prisoners  who  appealed 
to  a  neighbor  not  to  leave  them ;  that  tlieir  assault  upon  the 
Sheriff  was  alike  cowardly  and  ferocious,  some  crying  "  shoot 
him,  kill  him,"  four  or  hve  setting  upon  him  at  once,  some  hold- 
ing him,  wliile  others  struck  him  with  their  weapons,  hurting  him 
so  severely  as  to  unfit  him  tor  attending  to  business  for  some- 
time afterward  ;  that  they  were  all  under  the  influence  of  liquor, 
and  half  of  them  very  drunk  ;  that  they  openly  avowed  their  deter- 
mination not  to  submit  to  a  habeas  corpus  from  the  State  Courts  ; 
and,  in  a  word,  that  they  behaved  more  like  drunken  ruffians  than 
like  ministers  of  the  law.  On  their  behalf  it  was  contended 
that,  while  acting  as  officers  of  the  United  States  Government, 
they  were  not  bound  to  obey  the  State's  writ,  nor  were  answer- 
able to  the  State  Courts  as  criminals  for  the  force  used  in  doing 
their  own  official  duty  ;  and  had,  consequently,  a  right  to  be 
released  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  from  a  United  States  ( 'ourt. 
Thus  tiie  issue  was  distinctly  made,  wln'ther  the  State  has  or 
has  not  u  "  right  to  enforce  its  own   criminal  laws  within  its  own 
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jurisdiction,  against  all  violators."  prctcmliPiT  no  matter  what 
authority  ;  whetlicr  it  is  or  is  not  (or  tlic  Stato  Courts  to  decide 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  any  allci^ci!  justificat;.  :i  for  acts  cliarj^cd 
as  violations  of  its  laws :  or.  in  otlier  wo:  '.<,  wlicther  it  is  a 
State;  or  only  a  dependent  province  of  a  Sl.ivcliolding  empire, 
administered  by  the  Federal  Govornment  as  ^'icegerent  of  the 
Slave  Power.  After  taking  some  weeks  for  consideration.  Judge 
Lkavitt  decided, — just  as  everybody  expcctcvl.  and  as  he  had 
probably  predetermined  at  the  issuing  of  tlie  writ,  —  in*  favor  of 
the  Marshals,  releasing  them  from  custody.  He  affirmed  "the 
right  and  authority  of  the  United  States  othcers  to  resist  and 
disregard  the  State  process,  wliile  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
writs  of  the  United  States  tribunals :  tlieir  duty  to  prevent,  by 
any  degree  of  force,  any  interruption  in  the  pirformance  of  their 
duties:  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  T'nitid  States  Courts,  of 
all  matters  arising  under  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the 
reclamation  of  fugitives  from  labor  :  the  violation  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  United  States  which  would  be  involved  in  any 
attempt  to  execute  'the  extraordinary'  act  of  the  Ohio  Legis- 
lature, giving  the  State  Courts  autliority  to  issr.c  writs  of  habeas 
corpus  against  all  parties  detaining  persons  for  any  cause."  He 
"  unhesitatingly  decided  that  the  Marshals  were  justified  in  re- 
sisting the  service  of  the  writ  in  the  liands  of  Laytox,  and  that 
no  more  force  was  used  than  was  necessary  to  overcome  the  vio- 
lence of  the  Sheriff  and  his  assistant.  He  saw  ncihiiuj  to  o-usure 
or  condemn  in  the  conduct  of  the  officers.  He  said  that  whatever 
prejudices  might  exist  in  the  community  against  the  act  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  fugitives,  it  was  tlie  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to 
obey  the  law,  and  it  must  be  enforced."' 

But  the  Federal  officials  had  not  been  content  with  defensive 
measures  only.  As  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  arrest  of  his  Deputies, 
the  United  States  Marshal  in  Cincinnati  determined  to  proceed 
against  all  concerned  in  it  ;  but  "  that  he  might  have  the  full 
sanction  of  the  Federal  Executive  for  all  his  measures,""  he 
telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Interior  for  instructions,  and 
received,  it  is  to  be  prcsume(!.  the  sanction  wliich  he  souglit  : 
inasmuch  as  he  straightway  went  about  liis  purposed  work. 
^^  arrant s  were  issued  against  Judge  Baldwin,  Sheriffs  Laytox 
and  Li WIS,  the  constables  who  had  assisted  them,  the  Prose- 
cuting Attorney  of  Clarke  County,  the  Justice  who  had  committed 
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the  offending  Marshals  to  prison,  and  many  otlicrs  who,  as 
Sheriff's  posse  or  otherwise,  had  aided  in  the  attempt  to  enforce 
the  State  laws.  Tlieii  followed,  for  a  month  or  more,  arrests, 
examinations,  holdings  to  hail,  in  8I0OO  each.'  to  answer  to  the 
charge  of  ohstructing  process  of  the  United  States  Courts,  and 
persecutions  and  harassings  generally,  of  the  good  people  of 
Champaign,  Clarke,  and  Greene  Counties,  who  liad  offended 
against  the  majesty  of  Slavery,  by  refusing  to  bow  down  to  its 
brazen  image,  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill.  In  this  congenial  work 
Avere  employed,  both  as  officers  to  arrest  and  as  witnesses  against 
the  arrested,  the  very  scoundrels  whose  crimes  they  had  tried  in 
vain  to  bring  to  justice.  "Well  might  the  Anfi-Sbn'ri/  Bvfjle  say, 
while  these  events  were  in  full  progress,  "  How  grandly  imposing 
is  our  State  sovereignty,  when  citizens,  advocates,  magistrates, 
sheriffs,  judges,  and  senators  can  be  seized  at  pleasure  on  the  oath 
of  official  kiilnappers,  dubl)ed  such  by  the  dozen  or  sfore,  as 
tlie  case  may  reijuire.  The  power  of  the  Courts  is  nullified, 
our  State  laws  .-pit  upon,  the  writ  of  liabeas  corpus  suspended, 
and  our  citizens  left,  without  the  shadow  of  protection,  to  the 
mercy  of  tliat  infamous  tool  of  the  Slave  Power,  a  Slave-catching 
Commissioner." 

But  all  things  earthly  must  have  an  end.  "When  the  time  for 
trial  came, — whether  fearing  to  trust  his  convenient  witnesses  to 
cross-examination  before  a  jury;  or  whether  believing  that  the 
culprits  had  been  ilisciplined  enough,  for  a  first  offence,  in  the 
vexation  and  expense  occasioned  by  the  preliminary  proceedings, 
and  that  tlie  State  had  learned  a  proper  lesson  of  subordination 
from  the  learned  Judge  of  tlie  District  Court  ;  or  wdiether  judging 
a  renewal  of  the  agitation  inexpedient  for  the  interest  he  served  ; 
or  whatever  else  may  thereunto  have  moved  him  : — the  District 
Attorney  entered  a  nolle  jirosrqui  on  the  indictments. 

Considering  of  what  sliglit  avail  was  Gov.  Cii.vse's  "  prompt 
action" — lauded  by  the  organ  of  his  party — to  uphold  the  State's 
autliority  against  the  blustering  arrogance  of  a  knot  of  Federal 
officials  ;  how  strikingly  magnanimou)j  it  was  in  him  to  go  to 
Baltimore,  in  the  very  midst  of  these  disgraceful  events,  and, 
among  a  festive  gathering  of  Slavidiolders,  glorify  the  Union  as 
''  our  ark  of  refuge,  and,  under  God,  our  sure  guarantee  of  pros- 
perity and  power  and  abiding  glory;"  protesting  that  "  we  do  not 
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TTican   tn  let  this  Union  be  broken  up;    (^Jiio,   I   am   s?//-*;,  will    not 
consent  to  it  ! "' 

One  woubl  think  Oliio  JiwL  indecl,  evince  1  snfficieiitly  lur  hiy- 
alty  to  a  SlavelioMing  anl  Slave-lauitinj,'  X'nion  :  but  wlicn  lier 
LegisLiturc  nu't,  the  followin,^^  winter,  a  majority  of  its  members 
thought  another  proof  was  needed  :  and  gave  it  by  repealing  the 
laws  of  tlie  preceding  Legislature  against  Slaveholding  and  kid- 
nap])ing  in  the  State,  and  the  use  of  tlic  State  jails  for  confiriing 
alleged  Fugitive  Slaves,  and  the  law  for  the  protection  of  the 
liberty  of  Ohio  citizens  unlawfully  arrested.  Tliis  measure  was 
carried  through  with  a  high  hami,  undLT  pressure  of  the  I'revious 
Question  to  cut  ofT  debate  ;  althougli  a  portion  of  its  friends  had 
pledged  themselves  to  Senator  Monkok.  the  autlior  of  one  of  the 
acts  repealed,  that  he  shoul  1  Itave  a  hearing  in  its  defence.  It  is 
asserted,  an  1,  we  hope,  with  truth,  tha*  it  was  a  mere  chance 
majority  by  whicli  this  disgracefrd  a\ ork  was  done  :  and  that  it 
does  not  represent  the  sentiment  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ohio.      But  this  remai}is  to  be  proved  bv  their  future  action. 


Junni;  Taxey's   Onxiox   vxt  in   Pkactice. 

In  noticing  at  length,  in  our  last  Report,  the  Opinion  of  the 
United  States  f?uprcmc  Court,  in  the  Dkkd  Scott  case,  we  took 
occasion  to  correct  the  common  error,  of  supposing  that  the 
Court  judicially  afbrmed  the  inca])acity  of  colored  men  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  and  sliowcd  that  onlv  tliree  of  the 
nine  Judges  luld  that  doctrine.  But  we  never  doubted  that  the 
Federal  Administration  would  assume  it  to  be  authoritatively 
settled,  and  would  treat  the  colored  people  in  accordance  with  it. 
And  such  has  been,  and  is,  the  fact.  Wherever,  since  that 
tyrannous  Opinion  was  pronounced,  a  colored  man  has  sought  per- 
mission to  enjoy  a  right  conditioned  upon  citizenship,  he  has  been 
promptly  and  decisively  repelled.  If  the  instances  of  this  are 
few.  the  obvious  reason  is  that  the  general  apprehension  as  to 
how  such  a]i])lications  would  be  met  prevented  generally  the 
making  of  tliem.  'J"he  few  which  have  been  made,'  have  served 
to  elicit  a  distinct  avowal  of  the  Government's  intention  ;  and 
thus  to  hinder  others  fi-om  being  made. 

On  the  first  of  last  April,  Dr.  Bock,  a  colored  citizen  of  Mas- 
17 
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sachusctts,  and  one  of  whom  she  has  no  reason  to  be  ashamed, 
applied,  through  Senator  Wii.sov,  to  the  Department  of  State, 
for  a  passport  or  protection,  to  enable  him  to  travel,  for  his 
liealth,  in  Europe.  Secretary  Cass  said,  in  reply,  •'  A  passport, 
being  a  certificate  of  citizenship,  lias  never,  since  tlie  founda- 
tion of  the  Government,  been  granted  to  persons  of  color.  No 
change  in  this  respect  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the 
decision  of  the  Dred  Scott  case." 

Here,  in  less  than  four  lines,  are  three  virtual  misstatements, 
to  justifv  an  act  so  meanly  -wicked  as  to  need  them  all,  and  many 
more,  to  give  it  even  the  semblance  of  decency.  Passports, 
instead  of  never,  have  ahucuj^,  with  one  exception,  been  granted 
to  colored  persons  wlien  asked  for  ;  colored  persons  have,  in 
other  ways  also,  contrary  to  the  Secretary's  implied  denial,  been 
recognized  as  citizens  ;  and  before  the  Di:kij  Scott  decision,  it  was 
never  considered  the  settled  policy  of  the  (jovernment  to  refuse 
them  passports.  It  may  be  lit>r<i(lij  true  that  the  cliajigc  is  nut 
••  in  ron.seqi'ciice  "  of  tliat  decision  ;  f^r  it  may  liave  been  pur- 
posed simultaneously  with  all  the  rest  of  tlie  injustice  toward 
the  colored  people,  of  wliicli  tlie  Dukd  Scott  decision  is  a  part  ; 
both  being,  tlien,  in  consequence  of  the  same  antecedent  pur- 
pose, liut  the  statement  is  s>ilis(a>itialli/  false,  no  less,  for  its 
intent  is,  manifestly,  to  give  the  impression  that  no  such  change 
has  taken  place  because  of  any  recent  change  of  governmental 
policy,  apparent  in  that  decision  ;  whereas,  not  to  mention  sev- 
eral earlier  instances,  —  the  Secretary  need  but  go  back  to  his 
immediate  predecessor  for  a  case  in  which  a  Secretary  of  State 
granted  a  passport  to  a  colored  man.  Indeed,  there  is  conclusive 
proof  of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  Government  has  been  wont, 
through  its  duly  authorized  agents,  to  give  passports  to  colored 
men  ;  for  he  has,  himself,  officially  instructed  the  American 
Minister  at  London  to  do  so  no  more. 

In  answer  to  a  recent  letter  of  inquiry  from  Owex  Lovejov, 
M.  ('.  from  Illinois,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Gtlice  says,  "The  ruling  of  this  office  is,  that  colored  persons 
not  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  decided,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  the  right  of  preemption,  that  privilege  being  restricted 
by  positive  law  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  such  as 
liavc  tiled  tlieir  declarations  of  intention  to  become  citizens,  as 
required    by    the    naturalization   laws."      Perhaps    this,  too,  is   no 
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new  rule,  though,  hardly  twcnt}-  months  a^o,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  under  Pi  1:7;'  r.,  replied  to  the  iiicjuiry  of  a  colored  man 
in  New  York,  that  "  there  is  nothing  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  which  would  prevent  you,  as  a  Freeman  of  African  descent, 
from  settling  upon  public  land  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  and 
ac([uiring  a  right  of  preemption."  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
states,  also,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  that  "  a  free  negro, 
not  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  cannot  receive  a  register 
for  a  vessel  owned  by  him,  nor  can  he  command  a  vessel  sailing 
xmder  T'nited  States  marine  papers."  Not  exactly  the  rule  of 
Madison's  time,  when  he  compelled  the  reluctant  Collector  of 
Norfolk,  ^'irginia.  to  recognize  officially  tlie  rights  of  good  old 
rvri,  CrriKi:,  as  owner  and  master  of  a  ship  entitled  to  "  I'nited 
States  marine  papers.""  In  opposition  to  the  earlier,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  later  rule,  upon  the  petition  of  a  free  colored 
man  in  Maryland,  for  a  permit  to  sail  liis  own  vessel,  the 
'i'reasury  Department  has  instructed  the  Baltimore  Collector  not 
to  jK'rmit  a  negro  to  act  as  master  of  any  vessel.  We  do  not 
learn  tliat  the  Wise  Men  at  Washington  have  tjel  taken  in  sober 
earnest  an  ironical  sug^-estion  elicited  by  this  act,  tliat  "  the 
A>huinistration  issue  a  general  order  that  free  negroes  shall  be 
allowed  to  enter  into  no  respectable  or  responsible  business  any- 
wliere  in  the  United  States."'  Great  reforms  need  time  to  reach 
completeness. 

Action   of  States. 
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^\  hile    the    General    Government    has    tlms    been   putting    the 

nuanness,  injustice  and  cruelty  of  its  tlieory  into  a  corresjxjiuling 
pr.'. ,;iee,  a  determination  to  repudiate  tlie  new  doctrines  has  con- 
tr.'.-.u  d  to  appear  in  the  legislative  action  of  several  of  the  States. 
I;..  Legislature  of  Maine,  at  its  last  session,  declared  that  the 
or-.-.-.-.c^n  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  extra-judicial  ;  subordinates  the 
i^-t.rists  of  the  people  to  the  cupidity  and  ambition  of  a  few 
t^."v.<anl  Slaveholders;  is  not  bindin;,^  in  law  or  conscience  on 
til.  iiovernmcnt  or  citizens  of  the  l"nited  States  :  and  demands 
t;c  instant  and  emphatic  reprobation  of  the  country  :  tliat  "  the 
Suyr^me  Court  of  tlie  United  States  should,  by  peaceful  and 
>•■.•■■ -"-.tutional  measures,  be  so  reconstituted  as  to  relieve  it  from 
tU;    aviuiinatiou  of  a  sectional  faction,  and  make  it  a  tribunal  whose 
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decisions  shall  be  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  I'liifevl 
States  and  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  at  whose  hands  all 
classes  of  persons  in  the  United  States,  without  re^ijard  to  race  or 
locality,  shall  receive  even  and  exact  justice  ;  that,  until  tins 
extra-judicial  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  cstablishin<j  Slavery 
in  all  the  Territories  is  reversed,  and  the  advance  of  our  National 
Flag  ceases  to  be  the  advance  of  Slavery,  it  will  ])e  a  duty  to 
resist  any  further  acquisition  of  territory  which  nuiy  be  attempted 
with  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  area  of  an  institution  which  is 
the  scandal  of  this  country  and  af;e  ;  tliat  each  State  has  an 
indisputable  right  to  determine  who  shall  be  admitted  to  citizen- 
ship witlun  its  limits,  and  that  persons  so  admitted  by  anv  State 
are,  by  the  plain  letter  of  the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States, 
'  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  eiti/A-ns  in  the 
several  States  ; '  and  that  whatever  may  be  lUine  elsewhere,  the 
people  of  Maine  are  determined  to  make  cticetive,  witlnn  the 
limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of 
American  Independence,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  whicli,  ordained  '  to  establish 
justice'  and  'secure  the  blessings  of  Liberty,'  declare  that  '  all  men 
are  born  e([ually  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain  natural, 
inherent  and  inalienable  rights,  among  which  are  those  of  enjoy- 
ing, possessing  and  protecting  property,  and  of  pursuing  and 
obtaining  safety  and  happiness.' 

The  New  Hampshire  Legislature,  last  June,  enacted  that  '"neither 
descent,  near  or  remote,  from  a  person  of  African  blood,  whether 
such  person  is  or  may  have  been  a  Slave,  nor  color  of  skin,  shall 
disqualify  any  person  from  becoming  a  citizen  of  tins  State,  i)r 
deprive  such  person  of  the  full  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen 
thereof;  that  any  Slave  who  shall  come,  or  be  brought  into,  or  be 
in  this  State,  with  the  consent  of  his  master  or  mistress,  or^invol- 
untarily,  shall  be  free ;  that  to  hold  or  attempt  to  hold  in  this 
State,  as  a  Slave,  any  person,  of  wliatever  color,  class  or  condition, 
in  any  form,  or  under  any  pretence,  or  for  any  length  of  time^ 
shall  be  punished  with  confinement  at  hard  labor  for  not  less  than 
one  nor  more  than  five  years  ; — this,  however,  not  to  apply  to  any 
tot  lawfully  done  by  any  officer  of  the  United  States  or  other 
person  in  the  execution  of  legal  process."  The  same  Legislature 
ilso  resolved  that  "the  decision  of  the  Court  in  the  case  of  Duri> 
ocoxT,    as   pronounced   by   Chief-Justice   Taney,  contradicts  the 
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facts  of  history,  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  and  subversive 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  :  that  it  was  the  result  of 
Pro-Slavery  sympathies,  and  an  improper  desire  to  favor  and 
strengthen  the  Slaveholding  interest  ;  tliat  every  person  born 
witliin  this  State,  and  owing  allegianec  to  no  foreign  government, 
is  a  citizen  thereof,  and  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  every 
other  State  :  that  the  assertion  that  the  Constitution  regards  Slaves 
as  property  in  a  general  sense,  beyond  the  range  of  loeal  municipal 
regulations  or  stipulated  agreements,  is  an  \in\varrantablc  assump- 
tion to  which  no  Free  State  can  with  honor  submit  ;  tliat  the 
doctrines  maintained  in  those  opinions,  tliat  Congress  has  no 
power  to  legislate  concerning  Slavery  in  tlic  Territories,  and  that 
the  effect  of  mere  possession  of  Territories  by  the  United  States 
is  to  establish  Slavery  there,  are  contrary  to  tlie  express  ])rovisions 
of  the  Constitution,  are  obnoxious  to  tin  laws  of  civilization,  and 
odious  to  tlie  people  of  the  Free  States.  :  tliat  the  expression  of 
extra-judicial  opinions  from  the  Supreme  lk»neh.  on  subjects  agi- 
tating the  public  mind,  is  undignified  and  unbefitting  their  posi- 
tion :  that,  in  undertaking  to  decide  questions  not  in  issue,  the 
Court  evinced  a  desire  illegally  to  control  the  action  of  Congress, 
to  justify  the  State  in  resisting,  by  all  Constitutional  means,  the 
enforcement  of  laws  dictated  by  tlie  Court.'" 

The  Connecticut  Legislature,  in  the  same  month,  enacted,  in 
eflFect.  that  '"color  and  African  descent  should  be  no  bar  to  citizen- 
ship :  that  all  persons  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  shall, 
in  all  cases,  be  entitled  to  the  protection  of  its  Constitution  and 
laws  ;  and  that  any  person  having  been  held  to  service  as  a  Slave 
in  any  other  State  or  country,  and  not  having  escajicd  from  any 
other  State  of  the  United  States  in  which  he  was  held  to  service 
or  labor,  under  the  laws  thereof,  coming  into  this  State  or  now 
being  therein,  shall  forthwith  be  free.''  It  also  "resolved  that  a 
majority  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  denying  the 
citizenship  of  colored  persons,  the  power  of  Congress  to  forbid 
Slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  the  validity  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise Act.  volunteered  opinions  which  are  not  law  :  have  given 
occasion  for  the  belief  that  they  promulgated  such  opinions  for 
partisan  purposes,  and  thereby  have  lowered  the  dignity  of  said 
Court,  and  diminished  the  respect  heretofore  awarded  to  its 
decisiuUb. 


134  REPORT. 

In  Massachusetts,  after  more  tlian  three  years  of  tenacious  per- 
severance,  success  has   crowned   the  effort  to  redeem   the  State's 
judicial   bench   from  the   disgrace  of  being  occupied   by  a   SLave- 
catching  Commissioner.     On  the    19th  of  Last  March,  at   the  call 
of  overwhelming   majorities  in  both   branches  of  the   Legislature, 
Governor  Banks  removed   Edward  Greeley  Loring   from  the 
office  of  Probate   Judge  of  Suffolk  County,  which,   for   more   than 
three  years,  continuing  still   to  be  a  Fugitive-Slave-Law  Commis- 
sioner, he  had  held  in  open  defiance  of  the  law  and  public  senti- 
ment of  Massacluisetts;  after  having  intensified,  by  his  official  aid 
in  the  kidnapping  of  Axthoxy  Buuxs,  the  odium  with  which  such 
an  incongruous    union  of  offices    was   justlv  regarded.      The    first 
attempt  to  procure  liis  removal  was  made  in  the  winter  of  lSo4-5, 
at  the  Legislative  session  next  succeeding  liis  surrender  of  Burns 
to  Slavery.     Tlie  two  Houses,  at  the  request  of  numerous  petition- 
ers, asked  it  of  Governor  Gardner,  in  an  address   adopted   by  a 
vote   of  nearly  two  to   one  ;  but   he  refused  compliance,   on   the 
ground  that  there  was  no  law  making  the  two  offices  incompatible. 
As  if  the  incompatibility  were  not  intrinsic  and  self-evident !     As  if 
a  man  willing  to  be  the  tool  of  Slave-catchers  could  be  fit  to  have 
charge  of  the   interests   of  the    widow  and   the  fatherless  !     The 
Legislature   promptly  removed   this    objection    by   enacting,    over 
the  Governor's  veto,  a   law  forbidding   the   discharge   of  a  Slave- 
catching   Commissioner's   functions   by  any  holder  of  office   under 
the   State  laws.     In  1856,  the  Address  was   again   petitioned   for, 
but  at  so  late  a  day   that  the  Legislature   took  no  action   upon  it. 
At   the     session   of    1857,  the   petitioners    presented    themselves 
betimes,    and   the   Address    was    voted   by   large   majorities,  and 
again  rejected  by  Governor  Gardner.     His  signal  and  overwhelm- 
ing defeat   at   the   Gubernatorial   Election,   last   autumn,   was   the 
people's  emphatic    answer  to  his  demand  of  their   approval  of  his 
action  ;   and  the  renewal  of  the    Legislative  call  for  tlie  removal  of 
Judge  LoRixo,  and  the   new  Governor's   prompt  compliance  with 
it,  are  but  the  doing  of   an  obvious    duty,  clearly   enjoined    by  the 
popular    will.      It   is  conceded   on  all    hands,  by    friends   and   foes 
alike,  that    this  success    is    largely,   not  to   say  mainly  due    to  the 
persistent   fidelity  of  tlie   Abolitionists  of  Massachusetts,  in  keep- 
ing tlie  subject  before  tlie  people  and  the  Legislature.      Wliat  they 
asked  was   granted,  not  because    they  asked   it,  nor  because  their 
numbers   and    personal    influence    were   so  ^eat   as    to  e.x.tort    it 
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against  the  real  convictions  of  those  who  yielded  it  ;  but  because, 
few  as  they  arc,  and  limited  as  is  their  personal  weiglit  in  tlie 
political  scale,  tlieir  pertinacity  compelled  the  general  attention 
through  which  the  measure  they  demanded  Avas  seen  and  felt  to 
be  right  and  needful  to  the  interests  and  honor  of  the  Sttte. 

But  we  have  to  regret  one  drawback  upon  this  triumph  of 
justice.  At  the  Governor's  recommendation,  the  clauses  of  the 
Personal  Liberty  Bill  of  1855,  wliich  forbid  members  of  the  bar 
to  act  as  counsel  for  a  Slave-hunter,  and  any  officer  or  soldier  in 
tlie  militia  to  assist  in  the  rendition  of  a  Slave,  were  repealed. 

President  Buchanan  has  fitly  rewarded  Loi;ing  for  his  mar- 
t}Tdom  in  behalf  of  Slavery,  by  appointing  him  Judge  of  the 
United  States  Court  of  Claims;  —  another  appropriate  exhibition 
of  the  Pro-Slavery  character  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Judicial  action,   also,  has  been    taken    in    some    of  the   States, 
touching    questions   involved    in    Judge    Tam,y"s   Opinion.      The 
Legislature  of  Maine,  last  spring,  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of    that  State  an   inquiry   as   to   the    right   of  persons   of  African 
descent   to   vote.      In    this    answer,  given  last  July,  seven  judges 
affirm  that  right,  sustaining   the  affirmation  with    conclusive  argu- 
ments and    abundant  legal   authorities.     Tlie    decision,   signed  by 
five  judges,  first  recites   the   provision   of  the    State   Constitution 
by  Avliich  to  be  "  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  "  is  made  a  con- 
dition of  voting  in  Maine  ;   and  then  goes  on  to    say,   "  this  raises 
for  our  consideration    the    distinct    question   \Adiether   free  native- 
born  colored  persons,  of  African  descent,  are  recognized  as   '  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,'   in  the  above  provision  of  the   Consti- 
tution ;  "   adding,  that    "  the  enjoyment    of  tlie    elective  franchise 
is  believed  to  be  one  of  the    highest    tests    of  the    fact  of  citizen- 
ship ; ""   that  though    there   may  be    citizenship  without  it,   "it  is 
believed  no  instance  can  be  found    in   which  the   right   to  A-ote  at 
our  general  elections  has  been  conceded   to  persons   born   on  our 
soil,  who  were  not  at    the    time   deemed    citizens  of  the   States  in 
which  they  enjoyed  the  right." 

It  proceeds  to  quote  from  the  Constitutions  of  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina,  showing 
that  they  all  recognized,  when  the  Federal  Constitution  was 
framed,  and  some  still  recognize,  the  citizenship  of  colored  men, 
and  their  right  to  vote  ;  alludes  to  the  "  provisions,  equally 
broad  and  liberal  with    reference   to   the   right   of  voting,"  con- 
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tained  in  the  Constitutions  of  otlicr  States,  adopted  l)eforc  and 
since  that  of  the  present  Union  :  a(Uls  the  authority  of  C'lianccllor 
Kknt,  and  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  in  favor  of 
colored  citizenship  ;  and  states  that  the  Convention  which  formed 
tlie  Constitution  of  Maine  expressly  rejected  a  motion  to  exclude 
negroes  from  the  right  of  voting.  It  continues:  —  '•From  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  the  present  day,  it  is  believed 
there  lias  been  no  instance  in  the  State  in  which  the  right  to  vote 
has  been  denictl  to  any  person  resident  within  the  State,  on 
account  of  his  color.  In  view  of  tlicse  facts  and  considerations, 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  our  Constitution  does  not  discriuiiuate 
between  the  different  races  of  people  which  constitute  the  in- 
habitants :  but  that  the  term  '  citizens  of  the  United  States,'  as 
used  in  that  instrument,  applies  as  well  to  free  colored  persons  of 
African  descent  as  to  persons  descended  from  white  ancestors." 

One  judge  dissented,  erroneously  assuming  that  tiie  Dred 
Scott  decision  judicially  denies  the  citizensliip  of  negroes  de- 
sccndtvl  from  Africans  brouglit  to  this  country  as  Slaves  ;  and 
that  til  is  supposed  decision  governs  the  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Maine.  Two  judges  gave  separate  opinions,  con- 
curring with  the  majority.  l)ut  presenting  some  additional  points  ; 
holding  that  citizenship,  as  the  term  is  used  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  birth  and 
allegiance  —  a  right  which  neither  the  States  nor  Congress  can 
take  away  ;  that  it  is  no  way  dependent  on  race  or  color ;  that 
Slavery  exists  only  by  local  nuinicipal  law,  and  enuincipation  puts 
the  freed  nu\n  in  the  same  coiulition,  as  to  citizenship,  witli  any 
other  native  of  the  State  ;  that  nothing  in  the  Federal  Constitution 
shows  any  intention  to  introduce  a  new  rule  as  to  citizenship  ; 
that  the  United  States  can  make  citizens  by  treaty,  and  have  so 
made  citizens  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territories  acquired 
by  cession  from  France,  Spain  and  Mexico,  whatever  their  race 
or  color ;  that  Congress  has  power  to  naturalize  African  aliens, 
and  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  Constitution  which  gives  this 
power  permits  no  person  of  African  descent  bom  in  this  country  to 
be  a  citizen  :  and  that,  except  in  the  cases  of  naturalization  ;ind 
of  making  citizens  by  treaty,  each  State  has  the  right  to  determine 
for  itself  the  (picstion  of  citizenship. 

Last  May,  an  important  decision  was  rendered  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Ohio,  in  u  case   involving  mainly   these   two  questions  ; 
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fir'-t.  v)u  ilu-r  (,  promissory  note  given  by  a  Slave,  in  consideration 
(,f    .1  rt-lr,,.,,.    c,.,,,,^  Slavery,   is    valid;    second,   wliotlicr   a    Slave 
^«  '-''^-'-''^  hr,,  i,y  ^roing,  with  his  master's  permission,  for  a  tempo- 
r.iry  pv.!|>>>,.>_  i,,,,-,  ^   Ytcc  State.     The  case  was  this: — Henry 
I'Mfv.-n  \  ,  ,  i(.)n>i,]  as  a  Slave  in  Kentucky,  executed,  with  others  as 
s'jf  r.it>,  ;,  jMomissory  note  to  Anderson,  who  claimed  a  legal  right 
'"  '-"^^       •'"**  .    the  consideration  being  an  agreement  to  release  the 
Sl.i^e.  Av,.!  (,,  j,;^.^,  j^jj^^   "free  papers"  so  soon  as  the  note   should 
t)    puM       I'l,  io,(>  giving  the  note,  Poinbexter,  with   the  consent 
•'"'   ''*-^--^ '-n,'>i    liy  the   direction   of    Anderson,  had,  in  several 
iii-i.ancov,    s\x«',>,>    into   the    State   of  Oliio,  and,   after  remaining  a 
>hort  tav.,    ^vv  >5,v;„ir  errands  on  which  he  was  sent,  had  voluntarily, 
pro,M,-^  ^,^   ignorance  of  his   rights,  returned  into  Kentucky, 
nri'i  rvM'\>i, ,.  ^,;j,  residence  Avith  Anderson.     After  the  giving  of  the 
7iotc-.  t  .V  \  .V,  ^  ^  y^^  labored  awhile  for  Anderson  for  wages,  and 
tcos     ..  \..,,   ,-^.sidence  in  Ohio.     At  the  trial  in  the  Common 
' ''"  *■''    ^    •  ''">v>iit    County,  and   again,  on  appeal,  in   the   District 
''"'^"       '  <     V  •.•.!    was   "iven  for  the  defendants,  and  the  case  was 
then  ta;v.      .>,.  .v^.  Supreme  Court.     There  it  was  decided,  by  four 
''       "■'   ^"'' ■     ''-'.ci^s.  that  "if  a  person  claimed  as  a  Slave  in  Ken- 
iic  .}  Lo;;.,  X    ^v-.^^   Ohio  by  the   direction  or  consent  of  his  owner, 
(\cn    oi  .V  ,    -—.^,^rarv  business  purpose,  the  Constitution  and  laws 
['        '^'^   '^^'^'     :<■    on  the   condition  of  such  person,  and  effect  his 
irnmcia.-,     •.^>vs.■p.(^^p_-^tion  ;   that  when  a  person   held  in  Slavery  by 
le   muii.,  ■^.^,      1,^^  ^^  ^Y^Q  State  in  which  he  lives   once   becomes 
lec     \  \':     ^,    ^^y  ^1^^^  laws  of  another  country  or  State,  into  which 
goc>  >..      .,     o«^nsent  of  his   owner,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
cr  c\vv     V     ...^^^^^^^^  i^j^^  again   to  liis   former  condition  of  servi- 
,  UQv.v      ,.  ^   -j.,^^^.  ^^.|jjpjj  ^i^jg  Court  can  recognize  as  valid;   and 
■     -^     '"'•     ^-- -'->  vif  Kentucky,  a  person  who  is  held   and  treated 
""  '' '       ^■•^    r.o   capacity  to  make  any  contract  whatever,  and 
1  sM>i  V     .,  ,.  ^  given  to  his  master  by  himself  and  sureties  for 

.  m    .ih,     ,,^,  ....y^jjgj^  Q^  j^jg  freedom,  are  illegal  and  void,  as  to 

both  priuv-    .         ,,  -  ,.      ,, 

^  •      hV.:  sureties. 

^  *' "^      -"■';-;'  Justice,  concurred   as  to  the   invalidity  of  the 

'^'      ^''        ^"^      ^  .".   on  the    other  points;    holding  that,   though 

^'*"  '^'        ~^      '>  ■    from  a  Slave  State  to  a  Free,  with  the  master's 

v.anripate  a  Slave,  yet,  by  the  comity  of  nations, 

*"  ^^"  -" '  .  '  obligations  resting  on  the  people  of  the  several 

'"States  oi     •     .,  •       ,  -11  •  1 

■"  :.ir..  simply  passing  through,  or  going  on  an  errand 
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into  a  Free  State,  with   tlic  master's  permission,  would   not  liavc 
that  efFect. 

Judj^e  Brimckuiioi  F,    concurrlnj^    with    tlie    majority,    stated 
separately  the  grounds  of  his  concurrence.      Tliese  were,  tirst,  that 
under  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  a  Slave  can  hold  no  property,  acquire 
no  rights,  make  no  contract,  and   conseqiu;ntly  the  note  was  void 
there  ;   second,  tliat  even  if  valid   there,  it  could  not  be  enforced 
in  Ohio,  for   while   Slavery,  originating  in  force  and  fraud,  exists 
only  as   the   efl'ect  of  local  positive  law  in  derogation  of  natural 
right,  the   principle   that  no  liuman  being  can  be  born  a  Slave  is 
fundamental  in   the   Constitution   an;!  laws  of  Ohio,  and  by  these 
the  rights  of  any  person  coming  within  iu  r  limits  are  to  be  ascer- 
tained ;    that  the  only  exception  is  in  the  case  of  a  person,  held  to 
service   in   anotlicr  State,  escaping   into  this  ;   that  nothing  in  the 
article  of  compact  recjuiring   such   person  to   be   delivered   up,  on 
claim  of  him  to  whom  his  service  is  due,  gives  any  sanction  to  that 
Slavery,   the   essential   elen\ent   of  which   is   asserted    property   in 
man  ;    that  it  takes  up  and  deals  with  the  broad  and   general  rela- 
tion of  master   and   servant,  but  luis  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  relation  of  owner  and  property  ;   tluit  v.lien,  therefore,  a  person 
held  as  a  Slave  in  another  State  escapes  into  this  State,  he  ceases 
to  be,  in  any  proper  sense  of  the  word,  a  Slave  ;   the  local  law  of 
the   State   he   has  left  cannot  follow  him  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
sovereignty  which   established   it,  and  in  Ohio  he  is  a  man,  liable, 
it  may  be,  to  be  delivered  up  on  due   claim   and  proof,   but   yet  a 
man,  "■  a  person   laid  to  service,"  and  in  every  other  respect  than 
this,  a  free  man,  although,  if  delivered  up  and  taken  back,  he  may 
become  a  Slave  again,  under  the  local  law  ;   that  in  the  present  case 
there    was  no   escape,  for  tlie  Slave   had   come  to   Oliio  with   the 
master's  consent,  and,  so  coming,   became  free,  and,  wherever  he 
miglit  go   or  be   taken,  could   not   again  be   enslaved   by  any  law 
which    this   Court  can  recognize  as  valid  ;   that   this   doctrine  has 
been  frequently  iield  even  where  Slavery,  wltli  all  its  oilious  attri- 
butes, is  upheld  by  the   local   law  ;   that  till   very  recently,  it  was 
never  questioned   that  In  the  I'nited-  States  a  person  once  legally 
free  is  always  free  ;   that  the  enslavement,  by  local  authority,  of  a 
man  once   free,  presents  the  monstrosity  of  a  legalized   wrong ;   it 
is  iniquity  Intensihed  and  luirtlened  into  law  ;  and  when  the  subject 
is   legitimately  before  us,  it  is  due   to   that   principle  of  righteous- 
ness which   is   the   soul  of    all  law   worthy  of   the   name,   and   it 
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becomes  us,  as  the  administrators  of  sucli  law,  to  protest  against, 
coiulcnm,  and  as  far  as  mav  bo,  consistently  with  constitutional 
obljfjation,  to  nullify  it,  because  it  is  wrong,  rather  than  to  lend  it 
an  indirect  sanction  through  a  morbid  exaggeration  of  the  spirit 
of  courtesy.      He  concludes  thus  :  — 

'•The  fundamental,  organic  and  unremitted  policy  of  Ohio  is  to 
maintain  tlie  rights  of  men.  and  her  tribunals,  giving  just  elicct  to 
this  ptdiey.  must  not  permit  themselves  to  be  moved  by  the  plea 
of  comity  to  turn  aside  from  tlie  plain  patli  it  prescribes,  to  the 
support  of  the  Kentucky  rule  of  Slavery.  This  policy  of  Cl!no  is 
hers  by  virtue  of  her  own  sovereign  elioice.  Slie  will,  I  trust, 
never  ])ermit  it  to  be  called  in  (jueslion.  If  slie  doc^.  she  will 
doubtless  tiud  suitable  organs  for  the  utterance  of  her  altered  will  ; 
])ut  as  an  hundtlc  member  of  this  Court.  I  can  never  consent  to 
become  the  medium  of  its  surrender."' 


On  tlie  7th  ol'  last  Decendjtr,  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York 
decided  the  well-known  I^km.nkjx  Slave  case;  affirming  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  below,  by  wliich  Liommons  Slaves  were 
diseh;irged,  on  the  i,a-ound  tliat  they  could  not  be  held  in  that 
State,  tliough  (jidy  in  transit  from  one  .Slave  State  to  another.  The 
Court  held  —  only  one  judge  dissenting  —  that  the  Slaves  in  this 
case,  although  oidy  brought  into  the  State  with  a  view  to  carry 
them  thence  to  Texas,  were  within  the  operation  of  the  statutes  of 
liS17,  1830  and  1841,  prohibiting  the  bringing  of  Slaves  into  the 
State,  and  declaring  that  every  person  brought  in  as  a  Slave  shall 
be  free:  tli^it  the  intent  to  include  such  cases  as  this  is  made 
evident  by  the  repeal,  in  1811,  of  that  exceptional  provision  in  the 
earlier  statutes  wliich  permitted  persons  from  other  States,  travel- 
ing to  or  through  Xcav  York,  to  bring  thither  their  Slaves,  and  take 
them  tlience  within  a  limited  period  ;  that,  as  the  State  does  not 
allow  its  own  citizens  to  bring  in  a  Slave,  even  in  transit,  or  to 
hold  him  for  any  portion  of  time,  comity  does  not  require  it  to 
allow  tlie  citizens  of  nnotlier  State  to  do  so  :  tluit  the  Federal 
Constitution,  in  making  comity  a  right,  sets  this  limit  to  it,  giving 
to  the  citizens  of  one  State,  in  another,  only  the  same  privileges 
and  immunities  which  that  other  allows  to  its  own  citizens;  that 
;he  provision  in  regard  to  jtervoiis  held  to  service  or  labor,  escapmg, 
vVc  doc-;  not  extend  to  the  case  of  a  persiui  voluntarily  brought 
by   his   n, aster   into   another   Stale  ;     that    the    clause    empowering 
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Congress  to  regulate  commerce  confers  no  power  on  Congress  to 
declare  the  status  of  any  person  in  any  State  ;  that  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  may  be  exercised  over  persons  as  passengers 
only  on  the  ocean,  and  ceases  when  the  voyage  ends,  and  then  the 
State  laws  control;  that  this  power,  as  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
has  expressly  declared,  did  not  prevent  the  State  of  Mississippi 
from  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Slaves  into  that  State  for  sale  ; 
and  that  if  this  could  be  regarded,  in  the  case  of  the  Slaveliolding 
States,  as  a  police  regulation,  it  may  also  be  so  regarded  as  to  the 
Free  States  ;  for  they  consider  that  the  holding  of  Slaves,  in  this  State, 
for  any  purpose,  is  injurious  to  our  condition,  and  to  the  public  peace, 
as  it  is  opposed  to  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

The  case  goes  to  the  Sujtreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
final  adjudication,  and  the  Dred  Scott  decision  has  already  fore- 
shadowed the  judgment  likely  to  be  given  there. 

The  principle  recognized  by  the  Courts  of  New  York,  that  a  Slave 
entering  the  State  otherwise  than  as  a  fugitive  thereby  becomes  free, 
was  applied  last  August  in  Westchester  County,  to  an  exceedingly 
interesting  case,  (fully  detailed  in  the  Anti-Skifery  Standard  of 
August  29th,) — that  of  a  bright,  intelligent  little  girl  of  five  or  six 
years,  brought  to  New  York  last  spring  by  her  master's  sister,  with 
his  approval.  The  child  was  taken,  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
before  the  County  judge,  who  at  once,  on  proof  of  the  facts,  declared 
her  free,  and  ordered  her  to  be  delivered  to  her  grandfather,  a  free 
colored  man  self-purchased  from  Slaver}'.  The  interest  of  the  case 
w;ts  greatly  enhanced  by  the  remarkable,  one  might  say  romantic, 
character  of  the  grandfather's  personal  history  ;  to  relate  which,  how- 
ever, would  draw  us  from  our  present  purpose,  and  would  besides 
re(juire  more  space  than  our  limits  allow. 

Last  summer,  a  Slave  escaping  from  bondage  having  taken  pas- 
sage on  an  Illinois  railroad,  his  master  sued  the  corporation  for 
"aiding  and  abetting"  the  escape.  The  case  went  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Illinois,  which  in  the  following  winter  gave  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  Company  ;  deciding  "  in  efi'ect,  that  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  Illinois  recognise  all  men  within  the 
State  as  free  men  ;  that  Slavery  is  an  institution  of  mere  local  law 
in  the  States  where  it  exists,  which  local  law  extends  to  no  other 
State  ;  that  the  law  of  Missouri,  under  which  the  alleged  Slave  is 
claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  lias  no  force  whatever  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois,  but    is    *■  repugnant   to    our  laws,'   and   that,   therefore,     the 
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plaintiff,  'under  the  law  of  Illinois,  has  no  property  in  the  fugi- 
tive, and  can  here,  under  State  authority,  assert  no  property  in  or 
authority  over  him  ; '  that  '  the  case  comes  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Federal  Courts,  and  that  a  State  tribunal  cannot  take  cog- 
nizance of  such  causes  ;  '  and  that  '  property "  in  persons  being 
repugnant  to  our  laws  and  the  genius  of  our  State  institutions,  our 
Courts  will  not  enforce,  as  a  general  rule,  the  laws  of  other  States 
recognising  this  species  of  property,  where  the  cause  of  action, 
based  upon  such  laws,  arises  in  this  State." 

A  decision  has  lately  been  rendered  in  California,  whicli  may 
well  be  called  a  judicial  curiosity.  Last  fall,  one  Stovat.l  brought 
his  Slave,  AiiciiY,  from  Mississippi  to  California,  held  him  there 
several  mouths,  hiring  him  out  and  receiving  his  wages  ;  then  put 
him  in  charge  of  an  agent  to  be  taken  back  to  Mississippi. 
Archy  escaped,  and  Stovai.l  caused  him  to  be  arrested  by  a 
policeman  of  San  Francisco  :  but  tlie  Chief  of  Police  detained 
him  in  prison,  refusing  to  deliver  him  to  Sxovall,  who  thereupon 
sued  out  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  took  the  case  before  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  was  heard  by  two  of  the  three 
judges  composing  the  Court.  They  both  held  that  on  the  ground 
of  comity  and  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  travellers  from  the 
Slave  States  have  a  right  to  hold  their  Slaves  while  passing  with 
them  through  California,  notwithstanding  the  provision  of  the  State 
Constitution  forbidding  Slavery  there.  One  of  the  judges  further 
held  that  Stovall  was  a  traveller,  and  so  his  case  came  within  the 
rule.  The  other  did  not  so  regard  him,  and  consequently  thought 
his  claim  illegal;  yet  concurred  in  giving  Akchy  up  to  him,  htcausc 
lie  was  youufj,  and  this  was  the  first  case  of  the  kind,  and  he  was 
probably  ignordnt  of  the  lav.  Warning  was  given,  however,  that 
this  is  Bot  to  be  a  precedent :  but  liereafter  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision against  Slavery  is  to  be  strictly  enforced.  Truly,  a  most 
considerate  judge  ! — and  exceedingly  tender-hearted,  yet  nicely 
discriminating  withal  ! 

But  California  /ms  judges  less  tender  of  the  youth  and  ignorance 
of  Slaveholding  law-breakers  ; — ^judges  who  even  think  a  black 
man's  rights  and  interests  and  feelings  entitled  to  some  respect, 
especially  wlien  he  lias  law  as  well  as  justice  and  luimanity  on  his 
side.  The  County  Judgt'  of  San  Francisco  issued  a  new  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  just  as  Stovall  was  embarking  with  Aeciiy  for 
Mississippi,  ami  brought  the  parties  before  himself      At  the  hear- 


142  REPORT. 

ing,  he  declined  to  regard  the  decision  of  the  two  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  as  decisive  of  the  case,  on  the  ground  tliat,  by  the 
hiw  of  California,  they  could  not  act  in  this  matter  as  a  Supreme 
Court,  but  merely  as  judges  with  no  higher  authority  than  any 
other  judge  authorized  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  and  that 
any  decision  on  one  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  no  bar  to  the  issue 
of  another.  Auciiv  was  discharged,  but  was  immediately  re- 
arrested, on  a  Commissioner's  warrant,  as  a  fugitive  Slave.  On 
the  trial  before  the  Commissioner,  however,  the  proof  was  so  clear 
that  Archy  had  not  "  escaped"  from  Mississippi,  but  was  brought 
thence  by  the  claimant,  that  the  Commissioner,  though  Southern 
by  birth  and  feeling,  was  constrained  to  decide  in  liis  favor,  and  ho 
was  again  discharged.  The  case  produced  much  excitement  in  the 
various  stages  of  its  progress,  and  Auriiv  seems  to  have  had, 
very  decidedly,  the  popular  sympathy. 


I'uGiTiVE  Slave  Ca.'^es. 

We  have  had.  dui-ing  tlie  year,  sufficient  cvidciu^c  that  tlicy  in 
wliose  intere>t  it  was  enacted  do  not  nn  an  to  h't  the  black  act  ot" 
1850  Ijecomc  a  dead  h'tter.  Slave-hunting  and  legalized  kidnap- 
ping have  bei,-n  attempted  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Illinois, 
and  elsewhere ;  but  in  most  instances,  so  far  as  we  have  learned, 
with  results  not  eminently  clieering  to  the  operators ;  though  not 
without  aecom[)anying  ineiilents  instructive,  and  at  times  encourag- 
inj;,  to  the  friends  of  rijrht  and  tVeedom. 

In  June  la.-t,  a  Fugitive,  arrested  with  his  wife,  in  Cinciimati.  re- 
sisted, and  gave  the  Deputy  Marshal  a  nearly  fatal  -tal),  uliich 
procured  him  in  return  a  discharge  from  Slavery,  at  the  muzzle  ot 
the  oincer's  pistol,  sending  him  by  a  summary  process  to  that  land 
"  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  servant  is  free 
from  his  master."  The  poor  woman,  less  fortunate,  was  hurried 
back  to  bondage. 

In  a  ease  whicli  occurred  at  SpringtleU,  Illinois,  last  summer,  the 
counsel  tor  the  Slave-catchers  had  the  brazen  im{)udenee  and  unut- 
terable meanness  to  insist  that  the  allesred  Slave  should  not  be 
heard  by  counsel.  Now  this  is  biautitully  in  kee[)ing.  The  fellow 
who  would  enifaire  in  ~ucli  cause  should  be  one  base  enough  to  man- 
age  it  iu  such  a  fashion.      Moreover,  of  what  use  oau  counsel  be  to  a 
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thinrj  with  no  rights  to  be  re?pcrt<-iL  ?jid.  of  course,  none  to  bo  de- 
fended ?  But,  consistent  n<  the  adv(X\i'i'  wa;^  with  ]ii>  cause,  tlie 
Commissioner  could  not  quite  be  broacrht  to  a  correspondiiig  consist- 
ency Avitli  liis  office.  Still,  though  be  did  permit  two  kind-liearted 
lawyers  to  render  tlie  hunted  man  the  gratuitous  protessiunal  ser- 
vices whicli  they  promptly  volunieereil.  he  finally  doomed  the  man 
to  Slavery,  in  despite  alike  of  the  condition  on  which  the  claimant's 
title  was  originally  acquired,  and  of  the  legal  principle,  till  lately 
deemed  well  settled,  that  Slaves  hiecome  free  by  going  to  a  free 
State  with  their  master's  leave.  For  the  Slave  in  this  case  was  sold 
to  the  claimant,  ten  years  before,  on  the  exi)ress  condition  that  he 
should  l)e  free  at  the  end  of  seven  vear- ;  the  master,  wlien  that 
])eriod  had  elapsed,  agreed  to  pay  him  wages  as  a  freeman  ;  and 
during  its  continuance  had  frequently  permitted  him  to  vi.-it  his 
family,  living  in  Illinois. 

A  better  sequel  followed  an  attempt,  in  Augu-t  last,  to  seize  four 
colored  men  residing  in  the  neighV)orhood  of  Belvidere,  New 
Jersey. — one  of  them  an  aged  man.  a  much  respected  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  who  had  lived  there  nearlv  forty  years,  .ind 
hail  reared  a  family  and  acquired  considerable  property.  But  nnl- 
hnn  temjnis  occurrit  reg!  ;  no  lap-e  of  time  outlaws  the  claims  of 
Slavery.  Iiaf>pily.  however,  before  an  arrest  was  made,  the  Slave- 
hunters  found  their  papers  to  be  defective,  and  while  they  went  to 
procure  others,  their  intended  victims  heard  of  the  danger,  and 
made  a  timely  escaj)c.  "  The  excitement  consequent  u]>on  this 
attempt,"  says  the  Belvidere  Intelligencer,  "  settled  down  into  a 
feeling  of  deep  indignation  against  the  persons  \\  ho  originated  tlie 
outrageous  proceeding." 

A  case  in  Cincinnati,  last  November,  exhiliited  the  charactei'  of 
the  vile  business,  in  the  dishonorable  means  employed  in  carrying  it 
on,  ev%n  by  men  called  respectable,  and  occupying  ]>ositions  which 
ought  to  guarantee  both  respectability  and  integrity.  Three  persons, 
arrested  as  Fugitive  Slaves  from  Kentucky,  were  taken  from  the 
kidnappers'  hands  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  brought  before 
Judge  BuRGOTNE,  of  the  Probate  Court;  who.  at  the  request  of  the 
claimant's  counsel,  postponed  the  examination  to  the  afternoon  of 
the  next  d.ay,  and  committed  the  men  to  a  temporary  guardian,  as 
required  by  the  Ohio  law.  But,  the  next  morning,  the  claimant's 
counsel  obtained  another  writ  of  habca>  corpus,  from  Judge  Cakti-.h, 
of  the   Common   Pleas,  to  bring  the  men   before   the  latter ;  who, 
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however,  told  Judge  Rcrgoyne  that  h*;  would  take  no  larthor 
action  in  the  matter  till  the  proceeding  in  the  Probate  Court  was 
finished.  But  at  three  in  the  afteiTioon,  while  a  crowd  was  waiting 
in  and  around  tlie  Probate  Court  room  for  the  trial  to  begin  there, 
Judge  Cautku  proceeded,  in  violation  of  his  |)rouiise,  with  the 
knowledge  of  Judge  Burgoynk,  and  in  contempt  of  the  process  of 
the  Probate  Court,  to  heiir  the  case,  and  summarily  dispose  of  it  by 
giving  up  the  alleged  Slaves  to  the  claimant.  They  were  at  once 
hurried  to  the  wharf,  and  in  a  few  minutes  were  on  the  Kentucky 
shore.  Judge  Bcugoyne  was  justly  indignant  at  this  procedure, 
at  once  so  illegal  and  so  dishonorable  ;  but,  though  called  on  by  the 
counsel  for  the  kidnapped  men  to  proceed  against  Judge  Carter, 
for  contempt,  he  declined  to  take  such  a  step  toward  a  brother 
judge;  remarking,  however,  "  If  it  had  been  any  other  than  a 
brother  member  of  the  bench,  I  should  not  hesitate."  The  otfence 
was  too  flagrant  to  be  suffered  to  pass  with  entire  impunity  ;  so  the 
counsel  who  procured  the  second  writ  was  arraigned  for  contempt, 
and  fined  five  hundred  dollars. 

In  the  latter  part  of  November,  several  policemen  of  New  York 
City,  and  the  officers  of  the  steamboat  Florida,  plying  between  that 
city  and  Savannah,  attempted  to  kidnap  and  send  to  bondage  a 
Fugitive  Slav(>,  James  Steid  by  name,  who  had  escaped  from 
Charleston,  South  CiU'olina,  and  taken  passage  on  board  the  Florida 
at  Savannah,  passing  for  a  white  man,  which  he  was  light  enough 
easily  to  do.  His  master,  missing  him,  had  traced  him  to  Savjm- 
nah  ;  and,  suspecting  the  course  he  had  there  tjiken,  had  telegra[)hed 
to  the  owners  of  the  boat  to  have  it  searched  on  its  arrival,  and 
the  Fugitive,  if  found,  sent  back.  The  boat  arrived  on  the  28th, 
and  was  boarded  by  two  policemen,  who,  after  a  long  and  diligent 
search,  identified  the  man,  at  last,  by  the  description  which  they 
had  received ;  and,  conveying  him  to  Brooklyn,  without  a  shadow 
of  legal  authority,  confined  him  at  the  boarding  house  of  one 
McNuLTY,  intending  to  keep  him  till  the  second  of  December,  the 
time  of  the  boat's  departure  for  Savannah,  and  then  put  him  on 
board  and  send  him  back.  Alt(>rnately  with  two  other  policemen, 
they  kept  guard  over  him  till  the  first  of  December,  when  the  aflair 
came  somehow  to  the  knowledge  of  certain  friends  of  humanity, 
on  whose  application  Judge  Culver,  of  the  Brooklyn  City  (\iurt, 
issued  a  habeas  corpus  to  bring  the  man   before  himself,  mid,  upon 
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his  niipoaranoo.  findincr  no  evidence  tliat  he  was  legally  detained, 
diseliarijed  him  at  oiicc. 

About  tiie  middle  of  December,  a  man  named  J.vco]'.  Dlpen 
was  seized  by  Shive-liimter.-.  wliile  he  was  at  work  in  llie  field, 
near  Ilarrisbiirg,  Pennsylvania  ;  was  taken  to  Phihidelphia,  and 
the  next  morninfr.  at  an  iinu-ually  early  hour,  was  brought  before 
Judge  Kane,  and,  on  the  testimony  of  a  single  witness  besides  the 
oHicer  who  arrested  him,  was  remanded  to  Slavery,  before  any  one 
dis])osed  to  befriend  liim  had  time  to  interpose  on  his  behalf.  The 
whole  process  occupied  hardly  more  than  half  an  hour.  Tin- 
counsel  procured  for  him  as  soon  as  the  ca>e  was  known,  though 
prompt  in  repairing  to  the  Court  room,  wr.s  but  just  in  time  to  learn 
that  a  decision  had  already  b(!en  given  ;  and.  on  a-king  if  it  was 
not  unusual  to  hear  cases  fo  early,  was  lold  by  the  judge  that  in 
Fugitive  cases  an  attempt  is  often  maile  to  interfere  with  the 
execution  of  the  law.  and  for  that  reason  they  should  be  perempto- 
rUv  heard.  Judge  Kane  was  evidently  belter  tilled  for  his  W(;rk 
than  tlie  Illinois  (.'ommissioner  nn  ntioned  on  a  ibrmer  jKige. 

AViihin  the  last  three  or  four  week-,  a  party  of  Slavc-hunio's 
visited  Easton,  New  York,  in  pursuit  ot'  a  Fugitive  called  Frank, 
who  had  arrived  there,  fresh  from  the  South,  about  six  montlis 
bel'or«'.  Callin":  on  the  n^an  ibr  whom  tiie  Fugitive  had  been  at 
work,  they  pretended  at  fir^t  that  their  object  was  to  buy  a  farm  ; 
]jut  soon  revealing  their  real  purpose,  they  were  plainly  told  that  if 
they  prosecuted  their  search,  they  would  do  it  at  their  peril.  After 
some  prying  about  the  out-buildings,  they  took  counsel  of  '"  the 
better  part  of  valor,"'  and  retreated,  not  without  profane  assevera- 
tions that  they  would  yet  have  their  man.  He,  meanwhile,  had 
modestly  withdrawn  from  the  conspicuity  which  his  Southern  friends 
so  coveted  for  him.  On  the  next  day,  Sunday,  April  ISth,  a 
large  "Anti-Kidnapping  meeting"  was  held  at  Easton  Corners; 
strong  speeches  were  made,  and  resolutions  were  adopted  unani- 
mou>ly,  "  by  acclamation  and  with  earnest  enthusiasm,"  declaring 
it  '"the  voice  of  this  meeting  that  v.e  'obey  God  rather  than  m;m  ' 
in  hiding  the  outcast  and  furnishing  '  a  covert  to  him  from  the  face 
of  the  s]joiler';  that  we  will  use  all  the  means  in  our  power,  con- 
sistent with  our  sense  of  right,  to  rescue  him  from  the  grasp  of  the 
kidnapper;  and  that  we  pledge  ourselves  not  oidy  to  ])rotect  the 
Fugitive,  but  to  see  to  it  that  the  kidnappers  be  jtut  where  they 
can    do    no    harm."     It   was  also  resolved    to  ajipoint  a  Vigilance 
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(^ommiltee  of  throe  in  oaoh  school  district,  "  to  rommenre  suits 
ai::iinst  the  kidnapper,  and  attend  to  such  other  matters  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  case  and  tlie  times  demand."  The  Fugitive,  it 
seems,  did  not  go  f;ir  ;  tor  a  trw  days  later,  it  was  pul)li('ly 
announced  that  he  was  at  woi-k  on  a  farm  at  Union  Village,  in  the 
same  county;  "that  hr  intended  to  remain  there;  that  he  could  be 
seen  at  any  time ;  also  that  a  '  minute  man '  for  each  of  the  four 
bells  in  that  %'illage  is  i-ngaged  to  herald  the  ap[)roach  of  any  special 
visitors,  when  a  (\nT>mittee  of  fifty  will  wait  upon  them  to  see 
Frank."  A  correspondent  of  the  Albany  Evenirifj  Juuriml  says, 
"  He  is  well  worth  a  most  vigorous  effort  of  these  Slave-catchers, 
being  fully  six  feet  in  height,  well-proportioned,  active,  and  lias 
white  blood  enough  to  make  him  of  the  right  metal.  In  aildition 
to  these  natural  endowments,  the  good  tolks  here  have  placed  a  pair 
of  Colt's  revolvers  in  his  hands,  and  told  him  to  u-e  them  if  he 
had  need  of  a  protector.  He  is  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  at 
the  appraisal  of  a  deceased  master  was  valued  at  $1,400."' 


KiDXAPPiKG.     Cases  of  EAfAxcirATiox. 

With  these  attem[)t-,  (onlv  a  part  of  those  which  have  been  made 
within  the  past  year,)  to  re-enslave  self-emanci[>ated  bomlmen,  may 
be  mentioned  some  instances  of  the  kidnapping  of  free  colored 
people  tor  the  purpose  of  enslaving  them.  Such,  among  others, 
was  the  cases  of  Gkorge  Anderson,  taken  from  New  York  city, 
and  sold  in  Virginia  ;  of  Sarah  Harrison,  taken  from  the  same  city 
to  Washin>rlon,  with  the  intention  of  sellinj;  her  there  :  of  Danikl 
Price  and  John  F.  Hite,  decoyed  from  Geneva,  New  York, 
with  a  design — accom[>lished  as  to  the  latter,  but  defeated  as  to  the 
former,  by  his  escape  on  the  way  —  to  sell  them  in  Kentucky. 
Happily,  in  all  the  instances  which  have  come  to  our  knowledge, 
the  victims  of  the  atrocious  crime  have  either  escaped  before  its 
consummation,  or  been  rescued  afterward,  and  re-^torcfl  to  their 
homes.  In  most  cases,  also,  the  perpetrators  have  been  arrested, 
and  convicte<l  or  committed  to  await  trial  for  tlie  offence. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  offset  against  these  atrocities  several 
instances  of  voluntary  emancipation,  which  show  that  the  Southern 
consci(Mice  is  not  wholly  stu[)efied  i)y  the  modern  inculcations  of 
Reverends  and   Honorables  who  defend   Slavery  as  right,  humane 
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and  Christian.  La^t  June, a  Col.  Mendeniiai.l,  of  Guiltoid  County, 
Kortli  Carolina,  emancipated  five  women,  Slaves  in  liis  iiiinily,  and 
took  them  to  Logan  County,  Ohio,  ■vvliLre  lie  had  jirovidcd  ibr  tliem 
comfortoble  homes  and  the  means  of  support  till  thi  y  should  ho  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  as  free  women.  This  was  his  fourth 
journi-y  to  Ohio  on  such  an  errand,  and  these  women  complete  the 
number  of  fifty  Slaves  whom  he  has  emancipated,  and  settled  in 
that  State.  In  December,  Mavor  Weaver,  of  PittsburfTh,  Pa., 
received  a  letter,  dated  New  Orleans,  from  R.  K.  Walker,  stating 
that  he  was  appointed  executor  of  the  estate  of  Baker  Woud- 
EUiK,  of  Louisiana,  lately  dccesised,  who,  by  his  will,  liberated  all 
his  Slaves,  numbering  about  sixty,  and  left  instructions  that  they 
should  be  conveyed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  iirovision  made  for  them 
for  one  year.  Sometime  in  the  same  month,  the  Alexandria.  (Va.) 
Gazette  stated  that  ''the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Geokce 
W.  P.  CusTis,  of  this  County,  wa>  admitted  to  probate  at  the  De- 
cember term  of  the  County  Court,  and  by  it  we  learn  that  he  directed 
that  (///  /liii  Slfirrs  on  his  diff.'rent  plantations  l»e  set  free  within  the 
next  five  years,  leaving  it  to  his  executors  to  ])rovide  the  necessary 
funds  from  his  estate  to  remove  them  from  the  Conmionwealth. 
There  are,  probably,  some  two  or  three  hundred  Slaves  thus  set 
free." 

The  Church. 

The  year  has  witnessed  some  important  ecclesiastical  develop- 
ments in  relation  to  Slavery.  The  New  School  Presbyterian  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  sitting  at  Cleveland,  in  :May  and  June  last,  occupied 
several  days  with  an  earnest  discussion  of  the  subject.  No  less 
than  twenty-.-even  memorial-  in  regard  to  it  were  }>resented  early  in 
the  ses^ion,  all  but  one  from  the  North,  and  nearly  all  from  the 
N<*rtliwe~t,  asking  ibr  some  distinci  Anti-Slavery  expression  from 
the  Assembly.  One  was  from  the  South,  setting  forth  the  claim  of 
a  portion  of  the  Southern  church-members  and  ministers,  that 
Slavery  is  "  right."  without  limit  or  qualification  of  the  term.  The 
Committee  to  whom  the  memorials  were  referred,  reported  that, 
becau.-e  of  "an  irapn'ssion  on  the  mind^  of  our  Churches,  that  opin- 
ions different  trom  tho~e  formerly  held  are  now  maintained  among 
our  peo])le,  the  Asseml)ly  re-aihrm  the  view.-  heretofore  set  forth  a? 
to  llie  character  of  Sl;i\  ery ;  "   that   "paper.-   sent    to    the  Assembly 
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show  the  impression  to  be  wiile-^sprend  that  the  system  of  Siaveiy  in 
now  hfkl,  williiu  the  Presbyterian  Clun'cli,  to  be  ri^iht,  a  desirable 
system,  standing  in  ail  respects  on  tlie  same  ba-is  with  tlie  natural 
relations,  sueh  as  parent  and  child,  lunbaml  and  wite,  and  iheretbre 
ought  to  be  perpetuated ; "  that  '*  we  believe  that  another  class  of 
sentiments,  irreconcilably  opposed  to  these,  prevails  extcn.-ively 
among  our  Southern  brethren  ; — such  as  that  Slavery  is  undesirable 
imd  fraught  Avith  many  evils  ;  is  to  be  continued  no  longer  than  the 
best  interests  of  both  master  and  Slave  re([uire  ;  that  good  citizens 
shouhl  labor  earnestly  for  a  system  of  emancipation  in  the  States, 
and  individual  Christians  should  seek  to  be  disconnected  from  Slavery 
as  soon  as  possible;  that  freedom  is  the  natural  condition  of  men  .-o 
soon  as  it  can  be  properly  enjoyed  and  preserved  ;  that  Slaves  while 
!  continuing  such  should  be  instructed  and  elevated  as  tar  as  possible  ; 
j  that  the  family  relation,  and  that  of  church-members,  among  Slaves 
i  •  should  be  held  sacred,  and  the  law  of  Christian  love  should  animate 
I  the  designs  of  Christian  masters,  so  constituted  by  the  providence 
]  of  God."  The  first  class  of  opinions  the  Committee  d<'nounce  as 
1  clearly  opposed  to  humanity  and  tlie  Scriptures  ;  and  declare  their 
i  "entire  di-ap{)roval  and  condem'.iation"  of  the  positifin  taken  l»y 
;  the  Presbytery  of  Li  xington  South,  in  speaking  of  Slavery  as  right, 

»  without  limiting  or  qualifying  the  expression  ;    "but  with  those  who 

!  hold   the  second  chiss  of  opinions,"  they  "  do  not  hesitate  to  declare 

I  their  kind  sympathy.  They  would  treat  them  prt^cisely  as  the 
I  Apostles  treated  warm-hearted  primitive  Christians  in  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. The  Apostles  never  tanght  that  Slavery  was  on  a 
i  level  with  the  natural  relations ;  never  countenanced  the  idea  that 
i  it  ought  to  be  perpetuated  ;  but  they  bore  with  it  ibr  the  time  ;  incuU 
1  cated  principles  which  were  calculated  to  raise  servants  to  the  power 

of  faith,  knowledge  and  holiness,  to  a  fitness  to  exercise  all  the  func- 
tions of  free  men  ;  exhorted  masters  to  give  their  servants  that 
which  is  just  and  equal;  endeavored  to  fill  the  heart  of  the  master 
with  tender  sympathy,  so  that  he  should  desire  emancipation  and 
effect  it  as  soon  as  possible.  So  do  we  feel  toward  our  brethren 
whose  opinions  and  practice  come  under  our  second  classification. 
We  would  help  and  not  hinder  them ;  we  would  encourage  and  not 
•liscourage  them  ;  and  we  would  labor  along  with  them  in  every 
wise  and  suitable  effort  to  remove  the  great  evil  from  among  men." 
One  would  think  that  not  even  Dr.  Ross  himself  need  be  exce-;- 
sively  alarmed   by  such  a    Report ;  but  it  is  not  strange    that  it   was 
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nceeplal.le  to  ncitlior  of  llic  rral  jtartie^  to  the  coniroversy  in  the 
Churcli.  and  that  the  ]iro]io-al  lo  mlop;  it  t-allcil  out  an  animated 
deliati'.  In  the  jji-oirres-  ol'lhe  e<>nter-t  -oi:;e  >idi'  i.--in~  aro.-i',  Avhieh 
tested  in  a  mea-nre  the  ^tren^nh  ot'  the  ee^itcndiiiLr  ]'artiej,  and  Ibre- 
sliailowed  tlie  final  residt.  The  chief  of  t^.e^e  came  up  on  wliat  ia 
ordinarily  a  mere  formal  b;:-iiu<>, — the  approving:  of  the  records 
of  tlie  dilferent  Synods.  ^Vle  n  those  uf  the  Synod  of  Mis -issippi 
were  reached,  a  motion  wa>  mad'-  to  po-^ti^-'ne  approval  of  them,  for 
the  reason  that  possibly  the  Assembly  miL'ht  take  mea-ures  looking 
toward  the  discii)liiie  of  Shiveholdinjr  chui'die-.  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  ap])rove  the  records  of  a  'yiiod.  o;;e  of  ■\vho>e  Presliyteries, 
that  of  Lexington  Soutli,  had  openly  av(.',ved"that  its  mini-ters  and 
members  liold  Slaves.  In  sujiport  of  the  motion,  extracts  were  read 
from  a  speecli  of  Kobicrt  ]\IcLam;.  a  niinister  of  that  Presbytery, 
in  wjiicli  he  declared  tliat  he  and  other-  oi  it-  ministers  held  Slaves, 
a-  manv  as  ihev  could,  and  for  l)urpo^e-  of  gain.  Kesolutions  al^o 
were  read,  wiiich  the  Pn'-bytery  had  al^.■pt<•d  on  the  ih-uth  of  3Ir. 
Holli:y.  anotlier  of  it-  mini-lor-.  expri--iy  eiid<ir.-ing  his  avowal, 
at  the  A<s(/mblv  session  of  IS.'tC).  tlial  h"  h''ld  Skives  beeaii>e  he 
belieV(  d  tlie  Bible  gave  liiiii  a  riglit  to  do  so  ;  and  calling  on  a 
We>tern  PresbvtiTv,  \shiili  for  that  a\  owal  had  preferred  charges 
again>t  him.  to  tran.-fer  its  ciiarges  from  tlie  dead  to  the  living. 
After  some  debate,  and  tlie  exhibition  of  much  warmth  on  both  sides, 
the  motion  to  postpone  prevaihd. 

The  Assemblv  now  came  l)aek  to  the  consideration  of  its  Com- 
mitlee's  Report.  The  more  Anti-Slavery  meniljcr-  were  dissatisfied 
with  its  lameness,  and  Hon.  W.  P.  Cutlep.,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  sub- 
stitute. ex])licitly  condemning  "tlie  do;-trine,  that  Skaverv  is  sanc- 
tioned liy  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament.-,  as  a  fun.- 
damental  error  with  which  w(,'  liave  no  pym]iathy  or  fellowship;" 
disapproving  the  position  of  the  Pre-byiery  of  Lexington  South  as 
"  unscrijitural,  opposed  to  the  conviction-  of  our  Churcli,  and  calcu- 
lated to  mar  its  peace,  hinder  its  jirosjierity,  and  bring  reproach 
upon  our  holy  religion  ;"  calling  on  thc'Pre.-bytery  '•  to  review  and 
rectify  its  position  ;"  and  in  case  of  its  neglect  to  comjdy,  directing 
the  Synod  of  Mississippi  '"to  take  cognizance  of  tlie  ca-e  at  its 
earliest  convenience."  Tlie  Southern  members  of  the  A-seinbly 
hereupon  presented  a  writien  statement  of  tlrir  ]io-ition.  signeil  by 
Dr.  Kii>.-  and  nineteen  others,  to  th'-  ( ifi-it  that  tiiev  '-do  not 
belie\e  the   .-y.-tem   of  American   Sla\ery   to   >tand  /nicisc/^/.   in   <ii/ 
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respects,  on  tlie  same  footing  with  that  of  husband  and  wife,  parent 
and  iliild,  hut  as  dilFering  therefrom  with  respect  to  the  date  of  its 
origin,  the  nearness  and  sacredness  of  its  relations,  the  nature  of 
itd  peculiar  obligations,  the  design  and  length  of  its  continuation  ;  " 
tliat  they  believe  it  "  did  not  exist  from  the  beginning,  as  did  the 
family  relation,  nor  will  continue  to  the  end  ;  but  that  it  does  exist 
by  Divine  ordination  and  recognition  for  wis*;  purposes,  to  be  over- 
ruled lor  His  glory,  in  the  elevation,  civilization,  and  final  re- 
demption of  the  African  race ;  that  sin  cannot  be  predicated  of  the 
relation  itseli",  but  of  the  abuse  of  tiiat  relation ; "  that  "  it  stands 
in  the  same  category  with  the  family  relation  in  that  it  is  or- 
dained of  God,  in  the  sense  above  explained,  and,  like  the  family 
rehition,  is  a  subject  of  Divine  legi.-lation  ; "  that  in  calling  it 
"  right,"  they  "  do  not  mean  to  say  that  every  system  of  Slavery 
is  right,  as  it  may  have  existetl  in  other  a<jes  and  in  other  coioi' 
tries,  but  only  as  it  now  exists  with  "s,  and  under  all  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  are  now  placed  ;  "  ;uid  in  saying  "  it  is  right  " 
for  our  Churches  to  hold  Slaves  under  the  present  circumstances, 
they  mean  that  they  are  acting  consistently  with  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Gospel  in  so  doing,  and  for  them  to  assert  to  the 
contrary  would  place  them  before  the  world  as  destitute  not  only 
of  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  but  of  every  principle  of  moral  hon- 
esty ;  that  they  believe  the  Slave  is  not  prepared  for  Freedom, 
and  to  give  it  to  him  now,  under  all  the  circumstances,  would 
not  be  best  for  either  master  or  Slave ;  that  Freedom  is  better 
than  Slavery  where  men  are  prepared  to  appreciate  it  —  that 
Slavery  is  better  than  Freedom  under  certain  circumstances — just 
as,  with  respect  to  human  government,  Republicanism  may  be  best 
for  one  people,  but  a  curse  to  another. 

After  all  sides  had  had  ample  opportunity,  and  had  amply  used  it, 
to  defend  their  respective  positions,  the  final  vote  was  taken,  and  an 
"  Exposition  of  principle  aiid  duty"  was  adopted  by  the  very  decisive 
vote  of  170  to  25.  It  includes  most  of  Cutler's  substitute  to  the 
original  Report,  with  much  additional  matter,  but  omits  the  part 
which  demanded  prompt  disciplinary  action  against  persistence  in 
the  practice  and  justification  (jf  Slaveholding.  It  allirms  that  the 
Presbyteriiui  Church  in  these  United  States  has,  from  the  beginning, 
nKiiiitaincd  an  attitude  of  decided  o[i[insition  to  the  institution  of 
Slavery;  recites  the  action  of  the  ("hunh  at  successive  perio<ls, — 
through  itd  Synods  before  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly, 
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and  througli  tlie  Assembly  since, —  from  1787  to  185G,  and  continues 
thus: — 

"  Occupying  the  position  in  relatir.n  \n  tliis  siil>iict  whicli  tlie  framers 
of  our  Constitution  lield  at  the  tirst,  and  which  our  Church  has 
always  held,  it  is  with  deep  grief  that  we  now  discover  that  a  portion 
of  the  Church  at  the  Soutli  has  so  far  departed  fjom  the  established 
doctrine  of  the  Church,  in  relation  to  Slavery,  as  to  maintain  '  it  is  an 
ordinance  of  God,'  and  that  the  sy.-tein  of  Shivery  existing  in  these 
United  States  is  Scrijvtural  and  right.  Against  this  new  doctrine  we 
feel  constrained  to  bear  our  solemn  testimony.  It  is  at  war  with  the 
whole  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Gosp(d  of  love  and  good  will,  as  well 
as  abhorrent  to  the  conscience  of  the  Ciui-tian  woild.  We  can  have 
no  symj)athy  or  fellowship  with  it  :  and  we  exhort  all  our  peojde  to 
eschew  it  as  a  serious  and  ])ernicious  ernir. 

"We  are  especially  pained  by  the  fact  that  the  Presbytery  of  Lex- 
ington South  have  given  official  notice  to  us  that  a  number  of 
ministers  and  ruling  elders,  as  well  as  many  cliurch  member-  in 
their  connection,  hold  Slaves  'from  ])rinciple'  and  'of  choice,' 
'  believing  it  to  be  according  to  tin-  I'/ililc  right,"  and  have,  without 
anv  (lunlifying  exjilanation.  assumed  the  rr.-pon-iliiiitv  of'  sustaining 
such  mini-ters,  elders  and  church  members  in  their  p(>-ition.  We 
deem  it  our  duty,  in  the  exercise  of  our  con>titutii)iial  autiiority, 
'  to  bear  testimony  against  error  in  doctrine  or  immorality  in  practice 
in  any  Church,  Pre>bytery  or  Synod.'  to  di-a]iprove  and  earnestly 
eondenm  the  position  whicii  has  Iteen  tliu-  assumed  In-  the  Presby- 
tery of  Lexington  South,  as  one  which  is  opposed  to  the  established 
convictions  of  the  Presbyterian  Chuich,  and  niu.-;  opei-ate  to  mar  its 
jieaee  and  seriou-ly  hinder  its  prosjierity.  as  w(.'ll  as  l)ring  reproach 
on  our  holy  relijrion  ;  and  we  do  heri'bv  call  on  that  I're.-bytery  to 
review  and  correct  their  ])o~ition.  Sucli  doctrines  an<l  ]iractice 
cannot  be  permanently  tolerated  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  3[ay 
they  s]>eedily  melt  away  under  the  illuminating  and  mellowing  intiu- 
ence  of  the  Gos])el  and  grace  of  God  our  Saviour ! 

"We  do  not,  indeed,  pronounc*'  a  sentence  of  indiscriminate  con- 
demnation upon  all  our  brethren  wIki  are  unibrtunately  connected 
with  the  sy>tem  of  Slavery.  We  tenderly  sympathizi-  with  those 
who  deplore  the  evil,  and  are  honestly  doing  all  in  their  power  for 
the  pre.-ent  well-being  of  their  Slaves,  and  tor  their  comjdete  eman- 
ci])ation.  We  would  aid  and  nof  eml^arrass  such  brethren.  And 
yet,  in  the  language  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1818,  we  would 
'  earnestly  warn  them  against  undidy  extending  tin'  plea  of  necessity 
again-t  making  it  a  cover  for  thi'  love  and  practice  of  Slavery,  or  a 
pretence  for  not  using  <'fforts  that  are  lawful  ajid  practicable  to 
extinrruish  this  evil.' " 


c 


The  minority  responded  immediately  with  the  following   Piolest, 
signed  by  Dr.  Ro-s  and  twenty-one  others : — 
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"  W(\  tlie  ini(ler.-ijrn(Hl,  Sniitliorn  mlnistors  anrl  Riilinjr  Elder?,  pro- 
to.-t  afjaiiist  the  i)ix'-ent  diH-i^ioii  ot"  the  (iciu-nil  As-finbly. 

"  We  protest  because,  while  past  General  Assemblies  have  a-serted 
that  the  system  of"  Slavery  was  wrong-,  they  have  heretofon'  ailirmed 
that  the  Slaveholder  was  so  controlled  by  State  laws,  obligations  of 
"uardianship  and  humanity,  that  he  was,  as  thus  situated,  without 
censure  or  odium  as  the  master. 

'•This  averment,  in  the  testimony  of  past  Assemblies,  has  so  far 
satisfied  liu!  Scnith  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  protest 
against  the  mere  Anti-Slavery  part  of  such  testimony. 

"We  protest  then,  now,  that  the  i)resent  act  of  the  Assembly  is 
such  an  assertion  of  the  sin  of  Slavery  as  degrades  the  whole  South- 
ern Church — an  assertion  without  authority  from  the  Word  of  God, 
or  the  organic  law  of  the  Presbyterian  body. 

"We  protect  that  such  action  is,  under  present  conditions,  the 
virtual  exscinding  of  the  South,  whatever  be  the  motives  of  those 
who  vote  the  deed. 

"We  |)rotest  that  such  indirect  excision  is  unrighteous,  oppressive 
and  uncalled  for,  the  exereise  of  usurpi-d  power,  destructive  of  the 
unity  of  our  own  liranch  of  the  Church,  hurtful  to  the  North  and 
the  South,  and  adding  to  the  peril  of  the  union  of  these  United  States." 


To  thi-  the  Assembly  answered,  that  its  present  action  is  in  perOjct 
harmony  with  the  testimonies  of  former  Assemblies,  and  chiefly  a 
reathrmation  of  them ;  that  the  General  Assend)ly  never  afrirme(i 
that  the  Slaveholder  was  so  controlled  by  State  laws,  obligations  of 
guardianship  and  humanity,  as  to  be  without  censure  or  odium  as 
the  master,  but  had  only  conceded  that  exceptional  cjuses  may  exist, 
as  defined  by  the  resolutions  of  the  .Assembly  of  1850,  aj)proved  by 
this  Assembly  ;  that  nothing  in  the  present  action  is  unconstitutional, 
or  reflects  on  anv  [)ortion  of  the  Southern  Church  which  abides  by 
the  old  doctrine  of  the  Church  on  this  subject;  that  no  "virtual 
excision"  of  the  South  is  intended,  or  involved,  even  by  remote 
implication;  that  the  charge  of  "  unrighteous,  oppressive,  uncalled 
for"  action  rests  on  the  groundless  assumption  of  "  indirect  e.xcision" 
of  the  South ;  and  that  "  if  our  Southern  brethren  shall  break  the 
unity  of  the  Church  because  we  stand  by  our  common  position,  as 
in  duty  bound,  the  responsibility  for  the.  consequences  will  not  rest 
on  the  Assembly." 

The  Southern  members  [)romptly  issue(l  un  "Address  to  the  min- 
isters and  Churches  in  connection  with  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,"  setting  forth  that  the  action  of  the.  Assembly 
had  convinced  them  "  that  peace  and  harmony  can  no  longer  prevail 
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among  us  and  that  the  glory  of  God,  the  welfare  of  our  Churches, 
and  the  good  of  tlu-  ov>untry,  demand  a  seji.iration  of  tlie  discordant 
elements,  and  the   existence  of  another  A-^serably,   in    which  the 
agitation  of  the  Slavery  question  will  be  unknown  ;"  that  the  Assem- 
bly's declaration  of  the  sinfulness  of  Slaveholding  violates  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the   Constitution  of   the   Church,  and  the    principle 
involved  in  it,  "if  c:\rried  into  pnictice,  would  convert  the  highest 
judicatory  of  the  Church  into  an  ecclesiastical  despotism  as  lynin- 
nical  as  that  which  has  distinguished  the  Church  of  Rome;"  that 
the  agitation  of  Slavery  in  the  Assembly  destroys  the  peace  of  the 
Church,   is  unfavorable   to  its  spiritual   growth,  and   paralyzes  its 
efforts  to  advance  the  Redeemer's  cau~e  through  the  channel  of  its 
admirable  system  of  government ;  and  that  the  only  course  left  them 
is  "to  invite  all  Con>titutional  Presbyterians  in  the  land,  who  are 
opposed  to  the  agitation  of  Slavery  in  the  General  Assembly,  to  unite 
in  the  organization  of  a  Church  in  which  this  subject  shall  be  utterly 
eschewed."     They  say,  "  We  do  not   restrict  our  invitation  to  the 
Southern  Churches.     We  wish  to  have  a  National  Church — that  is, 
a  Church  the  constituent  parts  of  which  will  come  from  every  section 
of  the  Union,  with  a  common  basis  as  to  doctrine  and  government, 
and  an   understanding  that,  however  we  may  differ  in  our  views 
respecting    Slaverv,  Oic   subject  is  never  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Assembly,  either  by   Northern    or  Southern    men,   unless,  indeed, 
judicial    cases  are  brought   up  regularly  from   the    lower    courts." 
Nothinn;  less  will  satisfv  them.     No  existing  organization  seems  to 
them  a  safe  sanctuary  and  shelter  from  agitation.     Even  the  conser- 
vative steadfastness  of  the  Old  School  Church  fails  to  secure  their 
confidence.     "There  is  so  much,"  they  say,  "of  the  same  Abolition 
spirit  pervading  other  Churches  that  adhere  to  the  same  standards 
of  Faith,  that  we  could  not  expect  peace  on  this  subject  by  uniting 
with  them.     We  are  persuaded  that,  although  this  question  may  be 
suppressed  in  their  judicatories  for  awhile,  the  Abolition  spirit  exists 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  threaten  their  dismemberment."     They  do, 
indeed,  venture  a  half  hopeful  glance  at  a  good  time  coming,  when 
the  "disturbing  elements  of  the  different  branches  of  the"  Pre^byte- 
rian  Church"  will  unite  in  one  body,  and  "the  conservative  portion" 
in  another ;  but  at  present  they  see  no  prospect  of  relief  in  joining 
any  of  these  "  branches,"  and  choose  to  form  an  organization  where 
they  will  "  not  be  liable  to  another  division  from  this  exciting  sub- 
ject."    Perhaps  they  will  succeed ; — as  Xerxes  did  in  chaining  the 
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I  Itllf-])()n(.  Ilimiaii  <i|>ini()n  i>  .^o  st;il)l(\  thought  is  so  t.-iriie  ami 
aniciKihlc  to  prcs(rii)tIo:i,  sysi('in<  ami  ihcories  ot"  social  cliiics  a^(^ 
so  iiiichangeahle.  and,  uitlial.  Shivery  has  stidi  a  scir-[)i-i>ci-vativ(; 
viitui'  ami  siicli  a  selt-i-oinmeiulatory  beauty  in  it,  to  eii.-iire  its  per- 
manence anil  exemption  from  dislike  and  criticism,  that  we  are  >at"e 
in  wishinj;  them  abundant  joy  of  their  easy  and  delightful  task. 
They  concUide  hy  inviting  ''all  Pre.-hyterians,  Irom  all  sections  of 
the  country,  to  meet  in  Convention,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  nn 
the  27th  day  of  August.  L'^.JT,  t'or  the  purpo-e  of  con-ii!lation,  and 
of  orjianizinjT  ;i    General   Assemlilv   in   which,  it   will   he   di-linctlv 

or?  w 

understood,  the  subject  of  Slavery  will  not  be  introduced;"  and  Itv 
"praying  that  God  may  overrule  the  distractions  (A'  Zion  tor  IIi.-> 
own  glory,  and  that  we  may  be  guided  in  this  cri-is  of  our  hi.-iory 
by  His  unerring  counsel.'' 

The  F'ree  Preshijferian,  edited  by  a  man  who  is  at  once  a  .-terlinir 
Abolitionist  and  ot"  nn(|nesii((ni(l  soundne-s  in  the  Pre-bvIcrTan 
liifological  taifh,  cominciitiiig  (jii  the>e  proccttlings  of  the  (icmral 
Assembly  and  the  seccders.  -ay-,  with  force  and  jn-lic',  that  '■what- 
ever progress  has  been  made  at  this  meeting,  toward  >cpai':!tipg  lli'i 
Church  from  Slavery,  has  been  made  b\-  tin-  South,  and  not  by  the 
North.  The  Northern  men  have,  really  and  profes>edly,  conliu! d 
themselves  to  ;i  reiteration  of  former  testimony  on  this  subject,  and 
are  just  where  they  were  forty  years  ago.  *  *  *  *  When  the 
old  landmarks  of  freedom  are  beinj;  torn  awav,  ii  is  somethiuLr 
gained  when  a  good  old  testimony  is  reatfirmed  ;  but  the  great  want 
of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  on  this  sulyject  luis  not  been  a  true 
testimony,  but  a  will  to  enforci;  that  testimony  and  make  it  practical. 
In  1818,  the  Presbyterian  Church  pronoimced  .Slavtdiolding  one  of 
the  highest  crimes,  yet  Shiveholding  has  enjoyed  the  fullest  tolera- 
tion in  Old  and  New  School  Churches.  The  luimber  of  Slaveholders 
in  them  has  increased  from  a  few  hundreds  to  many  thousands.  It 
is  not  testimony,  but  discipline,  that  these  Churches  should  put  forth. 
After  all  their  admonitions,  they  take  the  Slaveht)lder  to  their  com- 
mimion  tables,  make  him  Presidi-nt  of  their  Colleofes  and  Theolo"- 
ical  Seminaries,  and  Moderator  of  their  General  Assemblies;  and 
all  this  in  the  face  of  testimonies  charging  him  with  heresy  before 
which  that  of  AuiCS  or  Pklagius  dwindles  into  in<i"nifican<-e. 
And  tiiere  is  nothing  in  the  late  action  of  the  New  School  A-semltly 
to  change  this  state  of  affairs.  It'  the  Slaveholders  will  admit  that 
Slaveiy  is  not  a    Bible   institution,  or  will  oidy   keep  (piiet  on   the 
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sul'jcct,  lliey  may.  for  anytliinjr  that  yet  appear?,  enjoy  the  same 
toh'ration  ami  fellowsliip  i'or  forty  years  to  come  that  tlu'V  have  for 
forty  years  past.  *****  The  South  ]ia>  .-hfjwii  more 
courage  and  consisteney  in  maintaining  a  wrong  position,  than  tlie 
North  in  defending  a  right  one.  If  the  Shiveliolders  premises  are 
right — that  God  ordained  and  approved  Shavery  as  He  did  the  family 
relation — His  action,  in  separating  from  those  who  alhrm  the  sin- 
fulness of  Slavery,  is  manly  and  consistent.  *  *  *  *  "Phe 
Anti-Slavery  men  in  the  Assembly  have  always  maintained  that 
Slavcrv  is  '  intrinsicallv  unrinjhteoiis.'  vet  have  lived  i'or  forty  vears, 
and  are  willing  still  to  live,  in  closest  religious  fellowshiji  with  those 
who  jiractisc  this  wicked  >ystem.  if  they  will  admit  that  they  are 
doing  wioiig.  Had  the  Nortliern  men  >hown  the  same  couragr  and 
consisi''ncv  in  carr\  iiig  out  their  right  theory,  which  the  Southern 
men  displnv  in  maintaining  tlieir  wi'ong  one,  the  question  would  long 
ago  have  had  a  rightcou-  setllemen:  in  tliat  Church.  *  *  *  * 
N()Iwitl)>l:iiidii!g  wlial  we  have  written,  we  look  with  hdjir  to  the 
New  School  f  liurch.  At'tcr  the  Slaveholders  leave,  it  will  hv  her 
durv  and  policv  to  sav  in  her  (U'ganic  law  tliat  they  shall  not  come 
back.  But  should  the  Ciiurch  fail  to  embody  in  her  organic  law 
the  doctrin<>  of  no  feilow-hip  with  Slaveholders,  a  few  moderate 
Slaveholders  may  >u\\  remain  in  her  communion,  and  in  time  the 
evil  grow  uj)  to  a  magnitude  to  trouble  her  peace  in  the  future,  as  it 
ha-  in  the  past  a  d  )>resent." 

We  hear  of  no  intimation-  that  the  Church  ha-  taken  or  medi- 
tates any  such  step  a^  i-  here  recommended  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it 
seem>  to  tliink  it-  work  complete,  and  to  rejoice  at  the  result  already 
attained,  rather  as  promising  "  re?t  from  agitation,"  than  as  a 
beirinninfr  to  cleanse  the  Church  entirelv  i'rom  Slavery.  The  N.  Y. 
£'-aiir/plisi,  one  of  its  leading  organ-,  alluding  to  the  approaching 
session  of  the  General  As^eml)ly,  says,  "  No  agitating  subjects  will 
probably  come  before  it.  The  Slavery  discu-sion  has,  we  trust, 
vo/iif  to  an  end  among  hs.  The  secession  of  the  Southern  portion 
of  our  Church  has  taken  tlie  nece.-sity  of  further  discussion  and 
action  nu:  of  the  wav."  The  American  Prcshytcrmn.  another  prom- 
inent New  School  jiaper,  with  Albert  Barnks  as  one  of  its  editors, 
(|UOte-  a]iprn-.  iiigly  IVoin  the  organ  of  that  Clnirch,  on  tlie  AVestcrn 
Re-crve.  "  ^Vll  the  trouble  in  the  Churches,  which  has  grown  out  of 
the  existence  of  Slavery  in  our  coiuiectiou.  ha-  cea-ed.  and  we  have 
a  blessed  calm    u/i  that  s>ihje<-t.      *      *      *      *      Xhe   vexed   tjue-tion 
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has  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of."  Of  course,  then,  there  is  noth- 
ing more  to  be  done ;  though  nothing  lias  yet  been  done  to  put  and 
keep  Slavery  practically  out  of  the  fellowship  of  the  Church. 

The  Southern  seceders  held  their  Convention  in  August,  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  instead  of  W;ishington ;  and,  after  due  delib- 
eration and  debate,  adopted  Resolutions,  reiterating  the  sentiments 
and  doctrines  put  forth  at  Cleveland  ;  and  inviting  all  Presbyteries 
''opposed  to  the  agitation  of  Slavery  in  the  highest  judicatory  of 
the  Church,  to  appoint  delegates  to  meet  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  April,  1858,"  [which,  ominously,  fell  upon 
i\ie  Jirst  day  of  that  month,]  "for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
general  Synod,"  in  which  there  shall  be  forever  the  same  "  blessed 
calm,  on  the  subject "  of  Slavery,  as  their  secession  had  caused  in 
the  Church  they  had  left.  Their  apprehensions  touching  the  Old 
School  Church  had.  moreover,  so  far  abated  that  a  Resolution  was 
adopted  recommending  the  future  Syno<l,  when  duly  organized,  to 
"  invite  the  Old  Si-hool  General  Assembly  to  a  fraternal  conference 
with  a  view  to  union."  So  it  may  yet  prove  that  even  the  pro- 
verbial strensrth  of  theologric  odium  cannot  withstand  the  attraction 
of  Pro-Slavery  sympathy. 

At  the  time  and  place  appointed,  eleven  ministers  and  nine 
laymen,  representing  four  Synods  and  twelve  Presbyteries,  met  and 
formed  the  contemplated  organization,  under  the  title  of  "  The 
United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America ; "  and  adopted  a  "  Declaration  of  Principles,"  which, 
after  defining  their  position,  theologically,  on  the  old  Presbyterian 
groundwork,  —  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  and  Larger 
and  Shorter  Catechism,  —  proceeds  to  lay  down  the  law  by  which 
the  United  Synod  is  to  be  governed  in  relation  to  Slavery.  They 
say:  — 

"  As  Slaveholding,  or  the  relation  between  master  and  Slave,  is 
not  referred  to  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  as  an  offence,  it  cannot, 
in  itself,  be  made  the  basis  of  discipline  in  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
though  the  Church  Courts  may  take  judicial  cognizance  of  cruelties 
practised  in  this  and  other  relations  in  life  ;  as  Slaveholders  were 
admitted  into  the  Churches  organized  by  the  Apostles,  and  as 
neither  Christ  nor  his  Apostles  intimated  that  the  Slaveholding 
relation  W5is  a  sin,  altliough  they  lived  in  the  midst  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  enjoined  upon  masters  to  treat  their  Slaves  with  kindness, 
it   follows,  necessarily,    that   a  Church    Court    that    makes    Slave- 
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holding,  in  any  case,  a  bar  to  communion,  is  usurping  authority  that 
belongs  only  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church ;  as  neither  the 
Saviour  nor  bis  Apostles  intimated  that  the  SlavehoMing  relation 
was  sinful,  and  as  they  did  not  attempt  to  remove  Slaveholders 
from  the  Church  by  lejrislation,  or  bv  testifyiner  asrainst  it ;  and,  as 
Slavery  is  an  institution  of  the  State,  its  continuance  or  abolition 
depending  entirely  upon  the  will  of  the  State,  irrespective  of  the 
views  and  decisions  of  Church  Courts,  the  discussion  or  agitation 
of  Slavery  in  the  judicatories  of  the  Church,  except  so  far  as 
respects  the  moral  and  religious  duties  growing  out  of  the  relation 
of  master  and  Slave,  is  inappropriate  to  the  functions  of  said 
judicatories."  They  add  that  (with  the  exception  named)  sucb 
agitation  "  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  design  of  our  withdrawal 
from  our  former  connection,  and  in  forming  a  new  organization," 
and  therefore,  "  whilst  we  propose  no  alteration  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  believing  that,  as  it  now  stands,  the 
spirit  of  it  is  against  the  agitation  of  Slaveholding  in  the  Church, 
we  express  the  oj)inion  that  those  who  unite  with  us,  or  who  may 
come  after  us,  will  be  under  a  moral  ol)ligation,  so  long  a,s  the  Con- 
stitution remains  as  it  is,  to  exclude  Slavery,  as  a  subject  of  discus- 
sion, from  the  Church  Courts." 

Such  is  the  position  of  the  new  Church,  of  which  its  organ,  the 
Knoxville  Presln/terian  Witness,  says,  "  it  was  founded  in  prayer  ; " 
adding,  "  the  Lord  will  be  with  us,  if  we  ask  Him.  and  if  He  be 
with  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ?  "  It  evidently  values  itself  on  not 
haying  taken  "ultra  Pro-Slaver}-  ground,"  —  which,  according  to 
Dr.  Boyd,  one  of  its  prominent  speakers,  "  the  North  had  the 
impression  it  was  going  to  take ; "  and  it  apparently  expects  addi- 
tions to  its  numbers,  from  the  North,  in  compliance  with  its 
expressed  "wish  that  Presbyteries /rom  ei-ery  section  of  the  Union," 
who  agree  with  it  as  to  doctrine,  government,  and  discipline,  and 
as  to  the  compatibility  of  Slaveholding  with  church-membership, 
and  the  impropriety  of  agitating  the  Slave  question,  "  should  unite 
with"  it,  "and  thus  aid  in  the  diffusion  of  the  truths  of  our  com- 
mon Christianity,  free  from  an  agitation  which  has  already  resulted 
in  the  dismemberment  of  several  Evangelical  Churches."  Dr. 
Boyd  said,  "  I  believe  many  of  the  best  men  of  the  North  will 
stand  with  us,  and  aid  us  with  their  svmiiathv  and  their  means. 
We  can  even  get  Northern  ministers,  men  of  tlie  right  stamp." 
The  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  —  Lynchburg,  Va.  — 
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was  chosen  with  express  reference  to  the  convenience  of  Northern 
men  who  niis^ht  be  willing  to  attend  it.  Some  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  iutiuential  Xew  School  Presbyterians  of  Southern  Pennsyl- 
vania are  said  to  sympathize  ^trojigly  with  the  movement  ;  and 
the  Philadelphia  Christian  Observer  is  virtually  an  organ  of  it, 
though  nominally  connected  with  the  Xcw  School  Church.  And 
the  American  Prcsbijtcrinn,  unequivocally  Xew  School,  shows,  as 
we  have  seen,  much  more  solicitude  to  prove  that  members  of  that 
body,  who  condemn  Anti-Slavery  agitation,  need  not  secede  to 
escape  it,  than  to  lift  higher  the  standard  of  Anti-Slavery  truth 
and  righteousness  in  the  Church. 

The  history  of  this  movement  for  a  new  Church  is  not  complete 
without  the  narration  of  an  episode  connected  with  it.  Last  sum- 
mer, the  Rev.  Samuel  S  vwyku,  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyte- 
rian Church  (New  School;  in  Rogersville,  Tennessee,  published  a 
statement,  of  wliich  we  give  below  the  prominent  points. 

Colonel  XKTiiEHi.Axn,  a  member  of  that  Church,  sold  a  Slave 
to  be  sent  to  Mississippi.  The  Slave,  unwilling  to  be  separated 
from  his  wife  and  children,  escaped  to  the  woods,  and  lay  hid  for 
more  than  a  year,  until  found  and  brought  back  by  some  hunters. 
To  make  him  confess  who  had  iiarbored  liiin.  Col.  Ni;tui;i:i..v.\I) 
agreed  with  the  trader  wlio  bought  him,  that  he  should  be  pub- 
licly whipped  ;  and  the  trader  took  him,  with  his  chains  on,  to  a 
field  just  behind  the  Church,  bound  him,  naked  and  blindfold,  to 
the  earth,  with  arms  and  legs  stretched  to  four  saplings,  and  beat 
him  over  three  hundred  and  thirty  blows  with  a  leather  sfrap 
nailed  to  a  wooden  handle. 

This  was  not  all.  Col.  Netiierla.vd  had  an  old,  gray-headed 
Slave,  who  had  helped  nurse  him  in  childhood,  and  wliom  he  sus- 
pected of  knowing  where  the  runaway  was  hid  ;  and  to  compel  him 
to  tell,  he  handed  him  over  to  the  same  negro  trader,  to  be  beaten 
at  discretion.  The  trader  took  the  Slave  to  the  next  county,  and 
on  a  Sunday  morning,  in  a  stable  on  the  public  highway,  tied  him 
to  a  plank  so  that  he  could  not  move,  and  whipped  him  with  a 
handsaw,  raising  large  blisters  and  cutting  the  skin  in  pieces ; 
whipped  him  till  the  neighbors  closed  their  doors  and  windows, 
to  shut  out  his  cries, — till  the  women  of  the  place  cried  out 
against  it, — till  a  man  tlircatened  to  return  him  to  court, — till 
the  landlord,  after  hearing,  as  he  supposed,  at  least  three  hundred 
blows,  told  him  he  must  stop  ;   and  then  angry  at  the  interruption, 
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llio  trader  manacled  tlic  Slave,  and  toid;  l:ini  to  the  county  scat, 
and.  tliou^h  lie  had  two  fits  in  eoiisecjueiiec  of  the  beatinfr,  tied 
him  xip  in  the  jail,  and  Ijcat  him  w  ith  sticks  till  he  was  tired  :  prom- 
j^in^-  to  try  it  a<::ain  the  next  day.  The  jailer  rL-fu>-in<;  to  permit 
it.  the  Slave,  after  remaining  nearly  a  week,  to  heal  liis  hack,  was 
scut  home. 

Tlii'se  facts  coming'  to  the  knowledjTje  of  the  Church,  the  Session 
in'ihlhj  ni/iKstC'l  !  Col.  >.'i;'iin:i;i  ax])  to  come  before  it,  and  show 
tliat  he  w;is  not  responsible  ha-  tlie  outrnpcs.  He  refused,  and, 
w  ith  his  friends,  dcman  led  tliat  tlie  ])astor  should  leave  the  place. 
i'or  havinu'  interfered  in  the  matter.  'I'hey  carried  their  point. 
XiTiiKKi.AXi)  was  not  disciplined,  and  Saavvj;u  was  constrained 
to  resipjn  liis  pastoral  cliarge. 

After  the  apj-ftaranee  of  Saavvi;k"s  statement.  Xr.TiirTii.AXi) 
published  an  ill-tempered  reply.  attemjitiuLr  to  fasten  the  clinrfre 
of  falsehood  up;)n  Swvvr,);:  but.  bv  his  own  admis'iions  and 
assertions.  eontirmluL;  t!ie  most  material  all'^patious  of  the  latter. 
Excitement  ran  hiL:!i.  anil  the  ■|)rtss.  secular  und  rtligious,  all  over 
tlie  co'.intr\.  en^-a^el  in  the  controversy  arisini:  out  of  the  case. 
'J'he  X.  \.  Kcuiiii'h^t.  havin;j:  ])eculiar  facilities  lor  ascertaining: 
the  truth,  declared  tliat  "  after  full  imjuiry  and  investigation,  we 
arc  constrained  to  Indieve  in  the  sul;stantial  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ments of  Picv.  Mr.  Sawvi;k.  A\'e  know  it  is  saiil  that  this  is  an 
extreme  case,  and  may  not  occ\ir  again  in  twenty  years,  and  that 
to  regard  this  as  an  exponent  of  the  sentiment  of  Southern  Christ- 
ians, would  be  manifestly  unjust.  Now  the  value  of  such  a 
defence  can  only  be  aseertaine^l  by  considering  the  circumstances 
in  which  these  occurrences  took  jdaee.  If  we  mistake  not,  these 
will  sliow  that  tlure  is  nothing  in  the  parties  to  this  unhajtpv 
diflieulty,  or  in  the  peculiar  position  of  the  CJuirch.  \\hicli  would 
forbid  the  belief  that  a  similar  attempt  of  a  pastor  in  most  places 
South  would  be  followed  by  a  like  result."'  ■••'  "-•'  ••■  "  We  can- 
not suppress  the  fear  that  e(]ual  cruelties  are  liable  to  occur  in 
every  Churcli  where  such  sentiments  are  held  res])ecting  the  insti- 
tution of  Slavery,  and  that  the  ofiVndcr  will  escape  merited  censure 
and  discipline."" 

It  also  said.  "A  minority  in  tlie  Church  highly  disapproved  of 
these  tlisgraceful  proceedings:  while  the  majority,  we  understand, 
denied  the  riglit  of  a  pastor  to  interfere  between  a  master  and  his 
Slave,  and  protect  the  bondman  from  any  degree  of  cruelty."" 
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These  events  took  place  a  few  weeks  before  the  time  set,  by  Dr. 
Ross  and  his  fellow  seceders,  for  the  holding  of  their  Richmond 
Convention,  to  lay  the  foundations  of  their  new  Church.  The 
Rogersville  Church  appointed  Col.  Ndherland  its  delegate  to  that 
Convention ;  he  went,  and  was  received  without  a  murmur.  Mr. 
Sawyer  also  went,  as  a  member  of  the  Holston  Presbytery, — 
having  been  invited  in  common  with  all  its  members, —  and  pre- 
sented his  credentials,  duly  signed  by  its  Moderator.  "  He  was 
waited  on,"  says  the  Eiancjclist,  "•  by  various  prominent  members 
of  the  Convention,  who  expressed  no  opposition  to  the  oppressive 
master  being  regarded  as  a  member,  but  v.ho  requested  that  he 
would  not  press  his  claim  to  a  scat,  as  it  might  bring  an  exciting 
question  before  the  house.  He  remonstrated  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  a  minister  in  good  standing  in  the  Pre3t)ytcry ;  that  his 
credentials  were  genuine  ;  that  the  Convention  had  no  business 
with  local  differences  ;  that  Col.  Netheuland,  the  Rogersville 
delegate,  had  taken  his  seat,  and  that  an  unwillingness  on  their 
part  to  have  his  name,  enrolled,  under  all  the  circumstances,  would 
be  construed,  whether  they  thought  so  or  not,  into  an  indorsement 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Southern  Convention,  that  a  minister  is  not 
to  be  fellowshipped  in  the  South  who  ventures  to  discipline  a  man 
for  oppression.  They  still  believed  this  the  wisest  course,  and 
Mr.  Sawyer  withdrew  his  credentials." 

So,  while  the  wrong  doer  was  admitted,  the  exposer  and  rebuker 
of  the  wrong  was  driven  out.  Little  as  it  is  to  the  credit  of  Mr. 
Sawyer's  moral  or  Christian  discernment  that  he  should  wish,  or 
be  willing, — after  all  he  had  just  st;en  and  attested, —  to  go  into 
such  company,  or  on  such  an  errand ;  still,  out  of  his  going  may 
have  come  this  good: — that  men  may  see,  more  clearly  than  many 
would  else  perhaps  have  done,  what  sort  of  a  religion  was  organ- 
izing itself  in  that  Convention,  and  of  how  much  worth  is  the 
distinction  it  sets  up  between  the  mere  legal  relation,  and  the 
abuses  of  Slavery. 

Of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church,  little  need  be  said.  To 
see  in  it  any  danger  to  the  peace  of  the  Slaveholding  Zion  requires 
the  morbid  sensitiveness  of  Dr.  Ross  and  his  associates  ;  and  even 
their  fi-ars,  we  see,  have  been  allayed,  if  not  dispelled,  by  a  year's 
reflection.  The  last  session  of  its  General  Assembly  we  have  the 
unquestionable  authority  of  the  New  York  Observer  for  represent- 
ing as   quiet  and  harmonious.     And  it  evidently  means  to  keep 
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itself  harmonion<?  and  quiet:  for  it  "resolve:!"  to  (liscontimie 
corrcsponclcncc  with  the  bodies  represeiitiiis;  tlio  New  iMifrland 
Churches,  because  of  "  procccdinjjs  in  those  bodies  of  a  secular 
and  political  bearing,  which  the  sense  of  tl:c  Assembly  seeks  to 
avoid  ;'" — a  pleasant  periphrasc  for  "•  they  ici'I  talk  to  us  about  our 
Slavcholding,  and  we  do  n"t  wish  to  hear  them."'  ]}ut  this  unwil- 
lingness to  be  annoyed  with  such  trivial  nucstions  as  that  of 
Slavery  must  not  be  taken  to  imply  a  want  of  interest  in  those 
things  Avliicli  most  deeply  concern  the  welfare  of  humanity  ;  for — 
not  to  mention  its  recorded  condemnation  of  the  deadly  sin  of 
dancing,  and  of  similar  pernicious  and  most  perilous  enormities — 
the  Assembly,  at  this  very  session  wh  rcof  we  are  now  speaking, 
did  solemnly  reiterate  and  reaffirm  its  solemn  Act  and  Testimony 
of  1849,  '-that  sitting  in  public  prayer  is  considered  fjrievoiishj 
improper,  whenever  the  infirmities  of  the  worshipper  do  not  render 
it  necessary,  and  that  ministers  be  iikuiured  to  ketrove  it 
iviTH   rEKsr.rrRixf;  ai)Mo>-itiox."' 

Nearly  a  year  ago.  with  a  view  to  uniting  two  of  the  smaller 
Presbyterian  Churches. —  the  Associate,  and  the  Associate  lie- 
formed, —  the  General  .Synod  of  the  latter  adopted  a  Basis  of 
Union,  including  these  as  two  of  its  articles  :  — 

"  That  the  law  of  God.  as  ■\\Titten  upon  the  heart  of  man.  and 
as  set  forth  in  tlie  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  is 
supreme  in  its  authority  and  obligations  :  and  that,  where  the  com- 
mands of  the  Church  or  State  are  in  conflict  with  the  commands 
of  this  law.  we  are  to  obey  God  rather  than  man. 

"  That  Slavcholding  —  that  is.  the  holding  of  unoffending  human 
beings  in  involuntary  bondage,  and  considering  and  treating  them 
as  property,  and  subject  to  be  bought  and  sold  —  is  a  violation  of 
the  law  of  God,  and  contrary  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
Christianit}-."' 

A  Convention  of  ministers  and  elders  of  these  two  Churches, 
and  of  another  small  body,  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
held  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  in  March  last,  uttered  its  "protest  against 
Slavery,  as  one  of  tlie  sins  which  separate  between  us  and  our 
God.  and  justly  shut  from  our  land  the  influences  of  his  spirit,  as 
a  crime  against  Clirist,  our  country  and  humanity  :  ""  declared  that 
it  could  "  regard  no  revival  as  genuine  which  leaves  the  subject  of 
it  with  the  lash  of  the  oppressor  in  his  hand,  and  his  bleeding 
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victim  at  his  feet ;  "  and  invited  "  the  cofipcration  of  Christians 
of  all  denominations  to  labor  and  pray  for  its  limitation  and  final 
extinction  ;  and  that  God  may  pour  out  the  spirit  of  repentance 
on  those  who  directly,  or  by  complicity  in  ecclesiastical  or  political 
relations,  are  involved  in  the  fearful  guilt  of  tliis  sin  ;  and,  more- 
over, that  God  in  pouring  out  His  Spirit  as  floods  upon  the  thirsty 
ground,  would  visit  the  four  millions  of  his  poor  in  our  land,  to  whom 
the  word  of  God  is  bound,  hastening  their  emancipation,  and 
enfranchisement  with  that  liberty  wherewith  Christ  makcth  his 
people  free." 

Neither  of  the  Churches  represented  in  the  Convention  admits 
Slaveholders  to  its  communion,  but  as  Churciies  they  have  taken 
no  earnest  part  in  the  ,Vnti-Slavcry  cause,  and  this  action  seems 
to  be  a  sign  of  progress  on  their  part.  A  more 'decisive  indica- 
tion of  progress  appears  in  a  movement  commenced  last  summer 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  an 
inveterately  Pro-Slavery  Body,  existing  chiefly  in  the  West  and 
Southwest.  A  Convention  of  its  ministers  and  members,  and 
others,  was  held  in  Vanderburgh  County,  Indiana,  close  upon  the 
border  of  Kentucky  ;  and,  on  tlie  fifth  of  June  last,  formed  an 
"Evangelical  Association  of  Soutlicrn  Indiana,"  having,  for  its 
"  special  object,  to  develop  the  true  spirit  of  Cliristianity,  by 
practising  and  sustaining  the  law  of  love  in  all  human  relations, 
and  by  protesting  against  all  sin :  hence,  this  Association  will 
bear  a  firm  testimony  against  Slavery,  polygamy,  intemperance, 
profanity,  .Sabbath-breaking,  <k:c.,  'kc.  ;  consequently  it  will  with- 
hold its  fellowship  from  Slaveholders,  &c.,  and  from  those  min- 
isters. Churches,  and  ecclesiastical  hvilics  whicli.  practise  and  endorse 
SlaveJioldi/iri,"  d:c. 

The  Slave  question  still  agitates  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  ;  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  the  movement  in  favor  of 
expelling  Slavery  from  the  Church  is  steadily  gaining  strength  by 
the  agitation.  The  friends  of  the  movement  seem  determined  to 
give  the  Church  no  rest  till  their  object  is  accomplished ;  and 
through  the  denominational  press,  in  meetings  of  Conferences, 
and  in  special  gatherings  for  that  express  purpose,  they  urge 
their  demands  with  earnest  zeal,  untiring  perseverance,  and  a 
force  of  argument  not  easy  to  gainsay.  They  contend  that 
Slavery  has  no  more  constitutional  than  moral  right  in  their 
Church;   that  the  law  of  Methodism,  rightly   construed,  is  against 
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it;  and  tliougli,  —  because  their  atlvcrsaries  m';i;o  a  (liffercnt  con- 
struction.—  tliey  (Ionian;!  sucli  c]i;'.ii;,'-es  in  tiie  IJules  as  will  leave 
no  room  to  doubt  their  meaning,  they  yet  insi.^l  tii:it  there  is  no 
need  of  waitint,^  for  sueli  chanrres,  before  rooting  Slavery  out  by 
the  faithful  administration  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  The 
Pro-Slavery  party,  on  the  other  Isand,  assert  the  necessity  of  a 
previous  alteration  of  the  Kules  :  — a  chani^e  wliich  can  be  made 
only  by  a  vote  of  three-fourtlis  of  the  meml)ers  of  all  the  Annual 
Conferences,  ratified  by  two-thirds  of  tlie  General  Conference. 
The  XuiiJu'rn  Itidcji'  utJcuf,  a  leading;  organ  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
party,  takes  the  ground,  "  tliat  we  are  now  an  Anti-Slavery  Chureli 
—  made  sueli  by  tlie  rule  wliieli  forbids  the  doin,:;  of  evil  :  tliat  tlie 
General  Conference,  by  a  bar(>  majority,  can  proceed  at  once  to 
carry  out  the  prohibition  now  existing  in  the  General  Rules  ; 
that  the  administration  of  the  Church,  may  and  shoubl  be  thor- 
oughly prohibitory,  c  \  en  now.  and  without  waiting  for  further 
legislation  :  that  Slavery  is  a  high  crime,  and  therefore  need.s  no 
more  specitie  prohibition  tlian  already  exists  in  our  Discipline  ; 
that  we  are  not  obliged  to  tolerate  in  the  Church  flagrant  sins, 
crimes  of  the  most  horrilile  eliaracter.  till  by  good  luck  we  can 
get  a  tliree-fuurths  vote  of  all  the  Ainiual  Conferences,  and  a 
two-tliir  Is  vote  of  the  Genera!  Conference  for  a  s])eeific  prohibi- 
tion of  sucli  crimes  ;  or,  in  otlier  words,  tliat  our  Discipline 
prohibits  not  only  such  crimes  as  are  expressly  named,  but  all 
crimes." 

'ilic  Jlfi  1 1) 'id's/  (Jiifirii  ilij  Jf'ifjn-.'nic,  in  a  series  of  able  articles 
on  tlie  Slave  questioji,  argues  tliat  constitutionally  the  Churcli  is 
Anti-Slavery,  and  l^ound  by  its  Discipline  to  be  outspoken,  active, 
and  earnest  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery.  It  maintains  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  Method.ist  doctrine  and  Discipline,  Slavery  is  «ot 
"  a  -political  matter  with  wliieli  the  Church  and  pulpit  have 
notliiuL,''  to  do."'  Init  one  witli  Avhich  both  "  arc  hound  to  deal  ;  '" 
that  it  is  not  one  with  wliich  we  of  tlie  Xorth  have  no  concern, 
but  that  "our  free  Xortliern  Church  mnlrs  it  her  business;"' 
that  "a  fundamental  object  of  the  existence  of  our  Cluircli  is  the 
cxtirpatio]!  of  Slavery,  and  '  modern  Abolitionism '  is  the  same 
as  tlie  '  <\rfiiji(i({n)/ism'  of  our  Discipline:  "  that  the  proceeding  of 
"  a  whole  Conference,""  in  obliging  its  candidates  for  holy  or(hr.s 
to  pledge  themselve';  to  have  notliing  to  do  with  •'  modern  Aboli- 
tiouisni,"'   was   "  undisciplinary.    unconstitutional,    and    un-Meth- 
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odistical ;  ''  that  It  is  improper  to  "  admit  Slavcholding  ministers* 
(or  even  perhaps  the  ministers  of  a  Pro-Slavery  Church)  into  our 
pulpits  ;  "  that  no  pidpit  and  no  periodical  organ  of  Methodism 
has  a  right  to  be  silent  on  the  sin  of  Slavery,  nor  any  Church  nor 
any  man  a  right  *•  to  ask  any  one  of  them  to  be  silent  or  withhold 
the  freest,  fullest  effort  toward  '  the  extirpation  of  Slavery  ;  '  "'  and 
that  "  no  section  of  the  Church  has  any  right  to  hold  a  check-rein 
of  silence  on  this  subject  upon  the  rest  of  the  Church." 

In  December  last,  a  Convention  of  preachers  and  lay  delegates 
in  Central  Xew  York,  in  favor  of  extirpating  Slavery  from  the 
M.  E.  Church  by  the  next  General  Conference,  was  held  at  Roch- 
ester. Some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  Church  in  that  region  took 
part  in  its  deliberations.  Two  questions  mainly  occupied  its 
attention  : — •'  Is  Slavery  in  the  M.  E.  Church  by  moral  or  constitu- 
tional right  ?  "  and  "  What  is  the  just  and  practical  method  to 
free  the  Church  from  the  evil  r "  On  the  former  tpiestion,  the 
Convention  with  "  great  unanimity,"'  and  after  able  arguments, 
legal  and  moral,  took  ground  in  the  negative.  On  tlie  latter, 
which  had  previously  been  less  thoroughly  canvassed,  there  was  at 
first  more  diversity  of  opinion,  but  after  discussion,  only  four 
members  dissented  from  the  vote  against  attempting  to  change 
the  General  Rule  by  getting  a  vote  in  the  Annual  Conference* 
previous  to  the  General  Conference,  and  in  favor  of  direct  extirpa- 
tory  legislation,  first  with  intent  then  to  change  the  General  Rule 
in  1860,  if  practicable.  "To  get  Slavery  out  of  the  Church  by 
a  just  process  of  legislation,"  it  was  said,  "Ms  the  first  thing  to  be 
sought.  The  changing  of  the  General  Rule  in  18G0  is  an  uncer- 
tain matter.  To  change  the  chapter  so  as  to  exclude  all  Slave- 
holders, and  remove  such  as  are  now  in  it  from  the  Church,  is 
possible.  There  arc.  perhaps,  Anti-Slav.ery  men  enough  in  the 
different  Conferences  to  change  the  Rule  :  but  it  is  probable  they 
would  not  unite  on  any  single  proposed  plan."' 

The  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference,  at  its  session  last  fall, 
adopted  Resolutions  declaring  •'  tliat  American  Slavery,  '  the  sum 
of  all  villanies,'  the  climax  of  all  wrong,  should  not  be  tolerated 
in  Church  or  State  ;  that  we  will  labor  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability, 
with  our  voices,  pens,  prayers,  and  suffrages,  to  abolish  it  from  both 
as  speedily  as  possible  ;  that  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  and 
'  exceeding  great  joy.'  tliat  the  sentiment,  that  all  men  are  entitled 
to  the  blessings  of  '  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,'    i» 
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so  rapidly  advancing  in  our  country  ;  that  tliough  we  are  deeply 
mortified  tliat  the  M.  E.  Clnirch  has  Avithin  her  sacred  pale  those 
who  hold  Slaves,  yet  Me  hail  with  joy  every  newly-developed  evi- 
dence that  this  burning  reproach  will  soon  be  wiped  away  from 
our  -beloved  Zion,  and  that  she  will  march  forth,  pure  from  the 
blood  of  her  bretliren,  "fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and 
terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.'  "  Believing  that  "  the  failure 
to  secure  the  desired  result  in  the  last  General  Conference  was 
owing  to  want  of  uniformity  of  views  among  Anti-Slavery  men," 
the  Conference  also  voted  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  correspond- 
ence, to  secure  concert  of  action,  and  suggested  to  other  Confer- 
ences the  doing  of  tlie  same. 

The  New  England  Conference  says,  in  a  report  adopted  at  its 
recent  meeting  in  "Worcester,  Mass.,  "  We  had  been  led  to  believe 
by  the  repeated  declarations  of  those  whose  position  afforded 
opportunity  for  an  acquaintance  with  the  facts  of  which  they  spoke, 
that  Slavery  existed  in  our  Church  only  to  a  limited  extent,  and 
that  in  such  a  form  as  deprived  it  of  almost  everything  objection- 
al)le  in  its  character.  But  the  facts  brought  to  liglit  in  a  book 
entitled  '  Pictures  of  Slavery,'  by  a  minister  of  our  (  hurch  (Rev. 
J.  D.  L()X(.^  of  unimpeached  character  and  of  eminent  Christian 
virtue,  show  us  tliat  Slavery  exists  in  our  Eastern  border  Confer- 
ences to  an  alarming  extent,  and  that  it  does  not  differ  in  its 
character,  in  our  Church,  from  its  known  character  out  of  it,  and 
that  the  ministry,  botli  local  and  travelling,  are  not  so  free  from 
connection  with  it  as  we  believe  our  discipline  and  the  cause  of 
righteousness  rtcjuire."  The  Conference  also  resolved  "that  ••  the 
time  has  fully  come  '  when  the  General  Conference,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  constitutional  powers,  sliould  '  so  change  the  chapter 
on  Slavery  as  to  make  Slaveholding  a  disqualification  for  member- 
ship in  our  Church.'  " 

Resolutions  of  the  New  York  East  Conference,  at  its  session 
just  held  in  New  York  city,  '•  aifirm  the  language  of  our  Church 
in  1784,  that  Slaveholding  is  contrary  to  the  golden  rule  and  the 
inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  we  therefore  deem  it  our  most 
bounden  duty  to  take  some  effectual  method  to  extirpate  this 
abomination  from  among  us  :  that  it  is  the  duty  of  our  C'lmrcli.  as 
a  tiiiit.  to  educate  lier  mc-mbershi})  to  the  iiigli  standard  of  these 
lier  primitix  e  doctrines  ;  and  to  tliis  end  it  is  her  duty  to  inculcate 
them   prudently,  but  hrnily,  through  her  organs,  whether  press  or 
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pulpit  ;  that,  -while  we  oppose  Slavery  as  citizens,  and  give  our 
sympathy  to  those  who,  in  the  State,  are  maintaining  the  cause 
of  freedom  against  the  Slave  Power,  we  are  especially  the  oppo- 
nents of  oppression  as  a  sin,  and  the  supporters  of  emancipation 
as  the  requirement  of  righteousness  ;  and,  therefore,  our  Anti-Slavc- 
ryism  should  be  deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel ; 
should  wisely  consult  the  honor  and  unity  of  our  Church,  in  the 
full  faith  that  the  highest  good  will  be  obtained  through  tlie  legit- 
imate instrumentality  of  her  established  institutions  ;  that  we 
thank  God,  and  congratulate  the  friends  of  humanity,  for  the  rapid 
extension  of  the  principles  of  justice  and  freedom  during  the  past 
year,  the  cheering  prospects  of  the  extension  of  free  institutions 
in  our  country ;  and  we  cherish  the  anticipation  that,  with  propc  r 
eifort  in  maintaining  and  diffusing  light  and  truth  on  the  subject, 
all  misunderstanding  will  disappear,  and  the  Church  will  unite,  as 
with  the  heart  of  one  man,  upon  the  ancient  AVesleyan  platform, 
and,  as  in  the  great  English  emancipation  struggle,  Methodism 
will  be  unanimous  and  energetic  in  tlic  cause  of  freedom." 

These  Resolutions,  moderate  as  they  are,  were  not  adopted 
without  earnest  opposition.  Tliey  were  under  discussion  for  more 
than  a  week,  and  Avere  combated  by  some  of  the  oldest  members 
of  the  Conference;  veteran  conservatives  whose  influence,  a  few 
years  ago,  was  almost  all-controlling.  But  the  tide  of  Anti-Slavery 
feeling  has  risen  too  high  for  their  "  thus  far"   to  stay  it. 

The  action  of  these  Conferences  is  not  the  only  indication  of  a 
growing  sentiment  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  Church,  averse 
to  the  longer  tolerance  of  Slavery  in  its  bosom.  Another  token, 
quite  as  significant  and  emphatic,  is  the  welcome  given  to  the 
periodical  organs  of  the  progressive  party.  The  Methodist  (Quar- 
terly says,  that  "  never  has  our  subscription  list  risen  so  rapidly  as 
since  our  announcement  that  we  place  ourselves  upon  the  Discipline 
as  an  Anti-Slavery  organ  of  an  Anti-Slavery  Church.  Seventy-five 
additional  names  have  been  received  in  a  single  week ;  a  clear 
index  in  what  direction  the  free  heart  of  the  Ciiurch  is  tending.  ' 
The  Northern  Imlependent, — which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
established  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  in  conse(pience  of  the 
displiu-ement  of  its  editor,  by  a  shabby  trick  of  the  conservatives, 
from  the  editorial  charge  of  the  official  organ  of  Methodism  in 
Central  New  York, —  has  already  a  paying  circulation  of  over 
10,000,  which  is  constantly  increasing  ;   while  the  old  paper,  which 
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was  entrusted  to  one  of  the  tools  of  the  Pro-Slavery  part)-,  has 
lo>t  nearly  half  ils  subscribers,  and  sunk  below  the  paying  point. 
In  view  of  such  facts  as  these,  taken  with  all  the  ot]:er  signs  of 
progress  which  appear  from  time  to  time,  it  is  not  strange  that 
some  sanguine  spirits  look  for  a  complete  and  speedy  triumph  in 
the  conflict  against  Slaverv  within  the  Church.  Thus  Ziona 
Hi  rah  J  says  : — 

"  It  is  as  evident  as  any  future  event  can  be,  that  the  next 
General  Conference  (1800  ■  shall  and  will  make  a  regulation  by 
wiiich  Slaveholders  sliall  be  excluded  from  Cliurch  communion. 
Tlie  I)Order  knows  it,  unless  it  is  demented.  The  great  body  of 
tlie  Xortli.  not  merely  Xew  England,  but  all  the  Xorth,  are  deter- 
mined that  their  voice  shall  be  right  on  this  subject,  and  that  they 
will  be  no  lonjrcr  divided  and  feeble,  but  firm  and  united  in  the  aid 
which  they  will  render  to  true  Anti-Slavery  men  on  the  Border." 

But.  ardicntly  as  we  desire  this  consummation,  our  confidence 
that  it  is  at  h;ind  is  by  no  means  so  strong  as  the  Hi  raid'?.  Th.c 
conservative  ii:fluencc  has  stili  great  strength  in  the  North,  and 
though  not  enough  to  resJst  effectually  the  friend.s  of  progress  in 
the  local  Conferences,  yet  it  is  not  so  clear  how  it  Avill  be  when 
tlu-  opposing  forces  come  face  to  face  in  the  General  Conference, 
witli  the  Pro-Slavcrv  strength  here  augmented  bv  that  of  the 
Border  Conferences,  full  of  actual  Slaveholding  and  the  spirit  of 
Slavery.  How  the  North  will  abide  the  threats  of  another 
division,  the  solemn  warnings  of  peril  to  the  cause  of  Methodism 
and  religion,  and  all  the  varied  and  powerful  appliances  which  will 
be  brought  to  ])ear  against  the  movement  for  freedom,  we  have  yet 
to  see.  AVe  hope  —  at  least,  we  earnestly  wish  —  that  every  test 
may  be  borne  unflinehingly  :  but  our  fear  is  that  the  Anti-Slavery 
tone  is  not  yet  high  enough  in  the  Northern  Conferences,  to  put 
beyond  a  doubt  tlie  fidelity  of  all.  or  of  enough  to  ensure  the  vic- 
tory. Even  the  Quarter! y,  manly  and  noble  as  are  its  utterances, 
in  the  main,  ventures  not  without  a  "perhaps,"  the  intimation 
that  ministers  of  Pro-Slavery  Churches  should  be  excluded  from 
Northern  Methodist  pulpits  :  and  the  solicitude  of  the  New  York 
East  Conference  for  '•  the  imity  of  our  Clmrch,"  suggests  some 
apprehension  that  the  tenacity  of  its  Anti-Slavery  purpose  may 
relax  in  the  day  of  trial.  I)i-.  Bangs,  in  the  Christian  A'horatt: 
and  Journal,   sounds    the   alarm,   that   if    the   Anti-Slavery  party 


1  n.S  RRrORT. 

persist  in  their  proposed  measures,  the  Church  must  be  divided; 
for  the  conservatives  will  not  submit  to  acts  they  deem  unconsti- 
tutional. An  ort^an  of  Southern  Methodism  claims  that  many  in 
tlie  Northern  Church  arc  more  in  sympathy  with  the  Southern  tlian 
with  the  Northern  branch,  and  that  if  all  should  join  the  former 
who  prefer  its  spirit  to  that  of  their  own  Church,  "  it  will  add 
thousands  to  our  communion  of  the  best  men  of  the  country,  and 
will  open  the  way  to  our  becoming  the  National  Methodist  Church." 
Another  Southern  organ  insists  that  a  Southern  Methodist  paper 
ought  to  be  speedily  established  in  New  York,  and  would  find 
ample  support  in  the  North,  as  is  evident,  it  argues,  from  the 
abundant  prosperity  of  such  political  papers  as  the  Journal  of 
Commerce  and  Day  Book,  and  such  religious  papers  as  the  New 
York  Observer  and  Philadelphia  Christian  Observer. 

These  are  hints   at  a  part  of  what  the   movement  for  Freedom 
will  encounter  in  the  CJcneral  Conference.     Has  it  moral  momentinn 
enough  to  go  through  ?     We   ^hall  rejoice  to  be  convinced  by  the 
event  that   it   lia.-.      But,   meanwhile,  let    nut   him  who    i)ufteth  on 
his  harness   bojist  himself  as  he  who  i)uiteth   it  otf.     Till  tlie  buttle 
is  fought  and  won.   Slavery  is  in  the  Chin-ch.     The  Northern  Con- 
ferences, preachers,   lay  members,  are  all  in  actual  religious  fellow- 
ship with  the  Slaveholders,  in  tiict  and   in  spirit,  who  abound  in  and 
control  the  Southern  Conferences   of  the  Methodist  Church  North. 
Whether  for  want  of  Methodist  law  to  exclude  them,  or  for  want 
of  faithful  administration  of  such  law  as  there  is,  such  men  are  in 
the  Church,  enjoying  its  privileges,  holding  its  offices,  and  borrowing 
whatever  of  respectability  its  good  name  can  lend   them.     "  Rev. 
Levi  D.  Tiiaveusk,"  local    preacher  in   Maryland,  boasting  that 
he  hold.s   twenty  Slaves,  offering  a  reward  of  three  hundred  dollars 
for  the  arrest  of  a  Fugitive   man  and    wife    whom    he    calls    his 
property,  and  saying  he  has  "  never  read  from  the   Sacred  Volume 
a  word  condemnatory  of  the  institution  and  practice  of  Slavery  ;  " — 
Rev.    B.    H.  Nadal,   repelling,   in   public    discussion   at  Fincastle 
Court   House,   Virginia,  the   allegation    that  the  tendencies   of  the 
M.    E.   Church  and   the    Baltimore   Conference  are  toward  Aboli- 
tion,   and    supporting    his    denial    of   the    charge,    by    pointing    to 
"  members    of  the    M.   K.    Church   who    were  as  consistent  Slave- 
liolders   ;us   any  in    the    Church   South,  worked  the  Slaves  as  hard, 
threshed  them  as  often,  bred  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  numbers 
held,  and  perpetuated  the  Slavery  of  those  held  for  Life  in  as  many 
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in>t;iiiop-  in  |tropoili(iii  to  n  c:iv<'n  rminlicr."  iiiui  liy  iiroviiip-  that 
*' IMclliodism  in  tin'  r>alliiiini-c  Cniifrnncr  h.nl  a-  laucli  iiitrrr.-t  in 
the  jterpi'lualion  aivl  cMi-n-ictn  of  Slavn-y  a-  liail  the  C'lmrcli 
Soutli.  and  tliat  Ih>.  liiuiMlt'.  a-  a  rcprcscntaiive  of  the  Episcopacy, 
Avas  a-  faitliful  in  diiioiinriaLr  (■\cu  IcniL-ncirs  to  Abolitionism  as 
Avas  his  oiiponcnl  :"  ih'-c  men.  and  <iich  a-  tlicsc,  arc  nicnilicrs  and 
mini.-ters  of  the  same  (huri-Ii  to  uhicli  h- lonLT  the  men  and  the 
('onfcrciiccs  whoM'  cm]diati<-  ic-timonics  \vc  have  (piotcd. 

R<'V.  II.  C.  Atwati;i;.  a  mini-ter  of  tlir  ^I.  K.  Cinireli.  \vlio  has 
made  an  extm-ivc  tour  in.  .Mi--nuri,  Aikan-a-.  Kcnnieky,  and 
A'^iririnia.  on  imi-po-c  to  learn  llie  po-i;ion  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
memlicr-  tlici-i-.  in  !-(dn!ion  to  Sla\crv.  ic-tilic^  that  he  i()nnd  them 
inten-i-lv  l'ro-Slaver\-.  utterly  deiivinir  that  aiiv  .Vnti-Slax'ei-y  Idood 
is  in  their  vein-,  or  tl:al  the  Church  to  which  they  Iu'lonir  is  AIkjH- 
tionized.  and  reterriiiLT.  in  ]ii'o()f,  to  the  lhon-and<  of  Sia\  (■>  lield  with- 
out a  word  of  rebuke  bv  the  niembei->hip.  in  six  of  the  Confci'enccs 
of  the  Northern  Church.  1T<'  add-.  "1  am  only  >oi-ry  to  say.  that 
the  ]*i-o-Sla\  ei'v  conr-e  of  the  Church  Xorlh  I'urni^he-  them  with 
abundance  of  material  to  silence  tlio-e  who  accu-e  them  of  belong- 
i)iL''  to  an  .\nti-Slaverv  Chundi."" 

!>'■  \'.  J.  1).  I,'.)M;"s  bool-..  an  allu-iitn  to  which  bv  the  New 
EiiL^laiid  C  onierence  we  quoted  on  a  fiii-mer  jiaire,  abounds  in  jiroof 
of  the  di'cp  implication  of  the  nninber-liip,  lioth  pn^aclnas  and 
iayniii).  of  the  South  Ea-Iern  Conference-  in  Slaverv.  A  native, 
and  for  neaih'  f(jrtv  vear-  a  re-ident  of  Maryland,  and  for  nine 
year-  a  pi'cacher  within  the  bomid-  of  the  I'hiladelphia  Coni'erence, 
lie  may  fairlv  be  pre-umed  to  ])(■  a  comjietent  witness  as  to  the 
<'ondiiion  of  hi-  Church  in  that  rcfrion.  lb  allirm-  that  in  the 
Philadelphia  Conference  '•  ai-e  at  h-a-t  a  thou-and  mercenary  Slave- 
liolders."  and  ha-  no  doubt  that  the  Baltimore  Conference  lia? 
twi(>e  as  man}-,  and  that  more  Slaves  are  owned  by  its  meml)ers 
now  than  before  the  secession  of  the  Southern  Church;  —  so  far  is 
it  from  b(  inti-  true  that,  by  that  seces-ion.  the  Northern  Church  was 
di-coimected  from  Slavery.  Zi'in's  Hrrah/.  the  Northern  Indopcnd- 
iuf.  and  othei-  ^lethodi-t  jonrnal-  would  -upplv  us,  were  it  need- 
ful to  draw  upon  tin  in.  with  an  indefinite  amount  of  testimony  from 
mini-ter.-,  editor-,  and  other-,  ot  lioih  the  Southern  and  Northern 
Churehe-,  coidirmatiiry  of  such  a-  we  ha\<'  cited,  in  proof  of 
the  Pro-Slavi'ry  ]po-ition  of  the  ]\I.  E.  (  luneli.  be  the  letter  or 
tlie   spirit    of    the    Di-eiplinc    what    it    may.      These  an-   con-trued 
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(liflTcrently  by  the  opposing  parties,  but  the  practical  intorpretation 
ot"  them  is  the  actual  presence  of  Slavery  in  the  Church. 

In  November  last,  a  Convention  of  delegates  from  the  Northern 
and  AVesteni  Conferences  of  the  ^Methodist  Protestant  Church  met 
in  Cincinnati,  to  consider  the  relations  of  that  body  to  Slavery.  The 
Convention  adopted  a  memorial  to  the  General  Conference,  specify- 
ing such  changes  in  the  Discipline  as  were  deemed  necessary  to 
free  the  Church  from  complicity  witli  Shxvery.  Another  Conven- 
tion is  to  be  held  at  S[)ringtield,  Ohio,  to  hear  and  act  upon  the 
response  of  the  General  Conference  to  the  memorial ;  and,  in  case 
the  Conference  refuses  to  make  the  desired  changes,  that  Conven- 
tion is  empowered  to  make  them,  and  to  authorize  the  publication 
of  a  new  edition  of  the  Discipline  containing  them  ;  which  shall  be 
the  authorized  Book  of  Disciijline  of  all  concurring  Conferences. 
Thus,  the  Northern  Conferences  will  be  separated  from  the  South- 
ern, and  organized  as  an  Anti-Slavery  Church. 


^Vjieuican  Tract  Society. 

The  Pro-Slavery  character  of  the  average  organized  religion  of 
the  country  is  not  more  clearly  ai»par('nt  in  the  doing  or  not  doing 
of  the  various  Churches  claiming  to  be  Christian,  tlian  in  the  con- 
duct of  those  bodies,  semi-evangelical,  as  they  have  been  sometimes 
called,  which  arc  employed  to  do  specific  portions  of  the  general  work 
assumed  to  belong  to  the  Church  at  large.  Of  these,  as  all  observ- 
ant Anti-Slavery  men  are  aware,  none  has  a  more  mstructive  history 
than  the  American  Tract  Society,  nor  it,  perhaps,  in  former  years,  a 
more  instructive  record  than  in  that  just  past.  It  is  of  course  fresh 
in  the  memory  of  all,  that  at  its  Annual  fleeting  in  the  spring  of 
1856,  feeling  the  "outside  ])ressure  "  of  a  rising  Anti-Slavery  senti- 
ment crowding  it  up  to  action  in  one  important  department  of  the 
work  it  proposes  to  do — "  promoting  the  interests  of  vital  godliness 
and  sound  morality  " — it  took  the  decisive  step  of  appointing  a  very 
Reverend  and  Honorable  Committee  of  Investigation,  to  deliberate 
and  empiire,  during  the  lapse  of  the  year,  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
done  touching  the  vexed  —  and  vexing  —  question  of  American 
Slavery.  At  the  meeting  of  1857,  the  Committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowing series  of  Resolutions,  as  e([uivocal,  if  not  a^j  authoritative,  as 
a  Delphic  oracle  : — 
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'■'Resolved,  1.  Tliat  the  American  Tract  Society  wa>  o^lablished 
for  a  definite  purpose,  namely,  '  to  diffuse  a  knowledgi-  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Redeemer  of  dinners,  and  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  VITAL  GODLINESS  AND  SOUND  MORALITY,  bv  the  circulation 

of  religious  tracts  calculated  to  receive  the  apprubation  of  all 
evangelical  Christians.' 

"  2.  That  this  Society  cannot  therefore  with  ])ropriety  allow  itself 
to  be  made  a  sjH'cidl  organ  of  any  one  system  of  religious  or  moral 
reform,  such  as  Temperance,  Peace,  Anti-Poiiery.  Anti-Slavery, 
etc.  ;  while,  within  its  ]iroper  sphere,  its  influence  should  sns/ain  the 
cause  oftnilli  and  rigldeousness  iu  all  their  departments. 

"  3.  That  in  endeavoring  to  accomplish  its  high  and  holy  mission, 
the  Society  should  deal  eveidiandedly,  and   bear  imj»artial  testimony 
against   all  fundamental  docti'inal    error  and  practical  inunorcdity, 
precailinf/  in  ant/  and  ere) y  part  of  our  country. 

"4.  That  in  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  the  7)0^iV/rr// aspects 
of  Slavery  lie  entirely  without  the  jiroper  sphere  of  this  Society, 
and    cannot   be  discussed   in  its  ])ublicalion.- ;  but   that  thuse   moral 

DUTIES  which  Onow-  OUT  OF  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  SLAVERY,  aS 
well  as  tho,-e  moral  evils  and  vices  which  it  i>  knoicn  to  jiromote, 
and  which  are  condei/inrd  in  Scripture,  and  so  much  dejilored  by 
evangelical  Christians,  undonhtcdly  do  fall  within  the  province  of 
this  Society,  and  can  and  our/Id  to  be  discussed  in  a  fraternal  and 
Christian  sjn'rif. 

"5.  That  whatever  con-ideralioiis  in  the  past  may  have  seemed 
to  recommend  to  the  Publishing  Committee  the  course  ])ursued  in 
its  revi-ion  of  certain  work-,  yet,  in  the  future  publications  of 
books  and  tracts,  no  alteration  or  omission  of  the  sen- 
timents of  any  aithor  should  be  made  ;  but  works  not  adapted 
to  the  design  of  the  Society  in  their  original  form,  or  by  a  regular 
IMPARTIAL  abridgment.  >hould  be  wholly  omitteil. 

'•  8.  That  we  cordially  ivcogm'/.e  the  fidelity  and  devotedness 
with  which  the  interests  of  the  Society  have  been  superintended 
and  condnct<'d  l)y  the  ofHcers  and  Executive  Committee,  five  of  the 
present  members  having  been  among  it.-  original  founders. 

"  l».  That  with  great  coiilidence  in  the  avisdom  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  we  anticipate  that  their  action,  in  carryinr/  out  the  prin- 
ciples Contained  in  the  prri-loiis  resolntioiis,  will  be  such  as  will  tend 
to    promote    the     "widest    and    best    usefulness   of   the     Society 

THROUGHOUT    OUR    WHOLE    COUNTRY." 

Widely  diverse,  not  to  say  diametrically  opjtosite,  as  are  under- 
stood to  be  the  views  and  feelings  of  different  memV)ers  of  the 
Society,  the  Re]H)rt  ju-t  suited  everybody;  and  was  unanimously 
adopted.  The  editor  of  the  Independent  "liked  it,  both  negative 
and  positive  side  "  of  it ;  the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  (Jhserrer  liked  it, 
— we  sup[)o.-e,  iur  he    wondered   why  the   other  i)arty  liked   it ;  the 
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editor  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  liked  it, — considerivn  that  tlit? 
carryiui^  of  it  out  was  to  be  entrusted  to  hands  in  whiih  he  liad 
"  entire  contideui-e  "  tliat  they  woid-l  "  meddU'  witli  Slavn-v  a< ///'//•' 
as  they  feel  theinsi'h  es  permitted  to  do  under  tlie  in.-iruelidii-  em- 
bodied in  the  resohition  ; " — which  ••  little  "  he  wa>  shrewil  rnouizh, 
of  course,  to  see  would  be  "not  at  all."  At  all  events,  it  is  j)lain 
enough  that  a  Publishing  Committee  which  did  not  incnn  lo  meddle 
with  Slavery  eould  find  warrant  enough  in  the  Resolutions  lor  v<  ry 
eraphatically  and  energetieally  letting  it  alone.  At  best — or  worst, 
iieeording  to  the  side  from  which  thev  are  looked  at — the  Resolu- 
tions did  not  even  make  a  show  of  demanding  that  anything  should 
be  publi.-heil  again-t  Slavery,  the  essential  abomination  it-elf; — only 
the  "  moral  iluties  which  gnjio  out  of  its  exi-tcnce,  and  llie  moral 
evils  it  is  known  to  jnomote,"  are  to  be  di~cu.»ed.  And  ihc  ua  u 
who  were  to  say  whether  even  this  would  "  [iromotc  tin-  fiilrsf  '//^-/ 
l)est .  usefulness  oi'  tin'  Societv  throuixliout  our  irhole  roimf/-//.  wave 
just  the  men  who  had  for  years  been  steadily  n-fu-ing  to  -end  out 
anytlving  even  remotely  alluding  to  Slavery,  and  who,  nevcithele.-.-, 
were  assured  of  tii<-  Society's  cordial  recognition  of  their y/V/cAVy,  and 
ijreat  conjidence  in   tlieir  in'silot/i." 

Well!  the  meeting  passed  away,  and  the  Commitiee  remaineil  lo' 
do  tlie  work  assigned  it,  if  anyone  knows  what  that  was.  The  (piu-k 
sensitiveness  of  the  South,  ("the  thief  doth  fear  each  l)u.-h  an  otli- 
cer,")  was  alarmed  lest  it  mitjht  be  something;  and  that  alarm 
somehoir  mnAe  itself  appreciated  by  the  Committee  in  New  ^  ork  ; 
—  hou\  those  who  know  the  gentle  mei-kne<s  of  spirit,  and  mildness 
of  speech,  and  courtesy  of  mamver  which  Slaveiiokling  generates  and 
fosters,  w^ill,  perha[><,  be  able  accurati  ly  enough  to  guess.  liut 
somehow  —  tor  the  cau-e  is  known  in  the  etfecr.  Hardly  more 
than  a  month  had  g()ne  by,  when  the  Corresponding  Secretaries 
foinid  it  expeilient  to  send  a  very  pleasantly  worded  missive  to  the 
wSouth  and  Southwe-t,  expressing  "deep  regret"  at  a  "  misai)i)re- 
hension"  perceived  to  exist  "  in  the  minds  of  some  highly  esteemed 
brethren,  as  to  the  true  import  "  of  those  Delphic  Resolution-; 
assuring  these  highly  e-teomed  brethren  that  no  violation  ot  tin; 
"catholic  principle"  acted  on  "tor  thirty-two  y<'ars"  was  contem- 
plated by  the  Ue[)oil  ;  tliat  "the  almost  unanimous  voice  ol  the 
Society,  and  of  its  friends  in  all  jKiits  of  the  country,  is  decided  that 
the  Society  must  carry  out  in  good  taith  the  sacred  compact  in  ii-?' 
CoQbtituliou,  and.  muat  convey  the  messages  of  salvation   ilwou|^h  ^» 
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cruoifiL'd  Redeemer  to  every  arcpssihje  immortal  being,  in  all  circiim* 
stances  and  conditions,  tliroughout  all  our  boundaries;"'  and  tbal 
"we  believe  the  ti-nor  and  aim  of  llie  Rejiort  of  the  S|)ceial  Com- 
mittec  to  be  in  full  aceordanee  Avith  this  view,  an<l  that  it  wa-  so 
understood  hy  the  Societi/  In  UiKniimousIj/  (tdoptiity  it.  That  Report 
sohinnly  reathrms.  word  tor  word,  the  fundamental  catholic  article 
of  the  Socif'ty's  Constitution  ;  and  the  Sjtecial  Committee  have,  in 
their  closing  resolution,  enjoined  on  the  I'ublishing  Committee  'that 
their  action,  in  carrying  out  the  princi]iles  contained  in  the  previous 
resolutions,  will  be  such  as  will  tend  to  ])romote  tlie  icldcst  and  best 
iise fulness  of  this  Societtj  throughout  the  irlmle  coutitry.'' " 

Of  course,  thi-  was  not  meant  for  NohIk^iii  o\(_'>.  except  indi'cd 
for  some  which  have  a  ]>eculiar  cast,  enabling  iheni  to  take  South- 
side  view>  of  certain  subjects  ;  but.  in  these  days  of"  steam  jirinting 
presses  and  the  like,  it  is  hard  to  kee])  that  Avhich  is  spoken  in  the 
ear.  from  l)eing  ]iro(!aiii!e<l  upon  thf  hon-e-tops:  so  the  mi-sivo  of 
the  Secretaries  got  into  the  Nnrthcni  new-]>a]ifi\-.  t(.»  set  simple, 
un>o])hi-ticated  people  a-wondering  what  sort  of  "  immortal  b(ing>" 
down  South  ai'c  not  "  accc'^ible""  to  the  Tract  Societv's  "messages 
of  salvation."  and  to  cheer  the  h''aris  o!'  tin-  initiatrd  with  authentic 
a5suranc<-  that  the  usefulness  of  the  Scx'iety  "throughout  the  whole 
country"  will  not  be  jnit  in  jcfipardy  l)y  any  ra-h  attempts  to  get  at 
?"??accessible  immortals.  How  this  or  -omo  similar  a-surance  Avas 
understood  by  the  Southern  brethr<'n.  we  are  permitted  to  infer  from 
a  communication  published  in  a  Maryland  ]iaper,  with  the  oihcial 
signature  of  the  Society's  General  Agent  lor  Virginia.  IMarvland 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  :  ^tating  that  "the  Colporteui's  of  the 
American  Tract  Society  are  not  permitted  to  sell  or  distribute  any 
])Ooks  but  those  issued  by  the  Society.  Of  the  2.'jn  millions  of  publi- 
cations that  have  gone  out  from  the  Tract  House,  there  has  not  been 
one  word  on  the  subject  of  S/areri/.  I  have  the  assurance  of  the 
oHicers  of  the  Society  that  they  will  al>ide  by  the  Constitution,  and 
j)ubli.-h  only  irliot  is  agreed  to  by  evangelical  Christians  all  oi-er  the 
country."  But  there  were  men  at  the  North  too, —  it  was  not  to  be 
forgotten, —  who  had ///re"/- notion- of  what  had  been  enjoined  upon 
the  Executive  Committee;  and  wIkj  expected,  nay,  demanded  that 
something  in  accordance  with  their  notion-;  should  be  done.  To 
satisfy  them,  and  not  ofi'end  tin-  South,  wa-  the  ]»roblem  for  solution, 
and  an  expedient  was  adopted  which  seemed  to  ]>roini-e  fair.  A 
treati.-e  on  the  Duty  of  Master.-,  the  Tul)li.-liing  Committee  -ay,  wa,- 
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"  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  the  last  Anniversary,  and  was 
supposed  to  meet  the  views  presented  in  the  Resohitions  of  that 
Aimiversary  ;  " —  probably  had  been  prepared  with  express  reference 
to  the  Report  expected  from  the  Special  Committee  of  the  year 
before.  It  was  —  at  least  ought  to  be — just  what  was  needed  for 
the  exigency.  Corapose<l  of  articles  which  had  already  been  p«b- 
lished  with  acceptance  at  the  South;  all  from  Southern  men;  no 
where  condemning  Slavery  as  in  itself  sinful,  but,  all  through, 
implying  the  opposite,  and  quietly  assuming  that  Slaves  owe  their 
masters  the  service  exacted  by  tlie  relation  ;  surely  the  South  woulil 
acquiesce  in  its  re-issue  by  the  Society.  But  this  hope  was  doomed 
to  disappointment.  The  Slaveholders  were  not  going  to  let  them- 
selves be  lectured  on  these  duties  by  the  Tract  Society,  no  matter 
who  wrote  the  lecture.  The  precedent  would  be  dangerous.  If 
they  might  be  told  of  one  duty  to-day,  they  might  be  told  of  another 
to-morrow.  If  the  text  this  year  were,  "  Render  to  your  servants 
what  is  just  and  equal,"  next  year  it  might  be,  '•  Let  the  oppres.-ed 
go  tret; ;  break  every  yoke."'  Resist  beginnings,  was  the  only  safe 
motto.  No  sooner,  therefore,  was  it  known  that  the  (^ommittee 
really  intendetl  to  publish  a  tract  on  the  forbidden  subject,  than 
remonstrances,  protestations,  warnings  of  the  consequences,  menaces 
of  withdrawal  of  support  and  exclusion  of  agents,  colporteurs  and 
tracts  came  pouring  in  —  so  we  are  told  —  till  the  hapless  gentlemen 
of  the  Committee  were  constrained  —  or  chose  to  seem  constrained 
—  to  yield  to  the  pressure,  and  on  the  tenth  of  September  "the 
Publishing  Committee,  Avith  the  concurrence  of  the  other  members 
of  the  Executive  Committee,"  issued  their  manifesto,  announcing 
their  unanimous  decision  not  to  proceed  with  the  contemplated  publi- 
cation. The  reasons  assigned  were  the  death  of  one  of  the  authors 
from  whose  addresses  the  tract  was  compiled,  and  the  refusal  of  two 
others,  on  account  of  the  excited  state  of  feeling  on  the  subject,  to 
let  their  part  of  the  matter  be  used  ; — but  chietly  the  "  expressions 
most  unanimous  and  decided  from  all  quarters  of  our  Southern  tield, 
that  any  publication  by  our  press,  hearing  upon  the  topic  of  Slavery, 
could  have  no  other  result  than  precipitating  the  entire  withdrawal 
of  the  South  from  cooperation  with  the  Society." 


"  The  Committee  have  believed  that  the  action  and  instructions 
of  the  anniversary,  explicitly  cherishing  as  they  do  the  Society's 
usefulness   ^  throin/hout   our   whole   country,'  cuuld   not  conleniplate, 
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even  on  the  part  of  tho^:e  Northern  friends  most  earnestly  advo- 
cating them,  any  revolutionary  and  disruptive  change  in  tlie  line  of 
the  Society's  policy,  cutting  oti' from  the  Society  a  portion  of  '  o?/r 
%chole  country '  so  large,  and  in  our  past  labors  so  largely  blessed, 
as  the  entire  South." 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  say,  that  loud  as  was  the  stonn  aroused 
by  a  proposal  to  publish  on  the  Duty  of  Masters,  and  fearful  as 
were  the  consequences  apprehended  by  the  Committee  should  any 
publiciition,  bearing  upon  Slavery,  issue  from  their  press,  they  had, 
about  or  at  the  very  time  when  their  subsequently  su])pressed  tract 
was  in  press,  anothei-  tract  there,  which  ha.s  since  been  published 
under  the  title  of  "  Samko  and  Toxey  ; "  teaching  the  duty  of 
Slai-es,  and  exhorting  them  —  among  other  things  —  to  "  be  atten- 
tive to  your  master's  business,  and  obey  him  in  all  things."  We 
have  not  heard  of  the  Society's  having  been  driven  from  its  South- 
ern held  because  this  little  tract  is  now  included  in  its  regular 
series. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  the  Secretaries  of  the  Society  sent 
forth  a  Circular  to  its  "  Agents,  Superintendents,  and  Colpor- 
teurs," explaining  and  vindicating  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Committer',  in  suppressing  the  tract  on  the  Duty  of  Masters.  Its 
])rincipal  points  are,  that  the  j>ublication  of  tracts  touching  Slavery 
would  be  an  untried,  and  at  best  doubtful  measure  ;  that  no  pub- 
lication distinctly  on  the  subject  could  find  entrance  to  the  South  ; 
that  it  would  be  a  sad  necessity  for  the  Society  to  be  compelled  to 
spend  its  strength  on  a  theme  collateral  to  its  great  object,  when 
there  are  so  many  other  channels  for  that  discussion ;  a  departure 
from  the  course  heretofore  pursued  promises  no  good,  but  involves 
far-reaching  evil  —  the  same  evil  dwelt  on  in  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee's statement ; —  the  ai)probation  of  Christians  over  our  coun- 
try cannot  be  secured  to  any  such  publication  at  present  ;  the 
Society  gave  no  positive  order  to  publish,  but  only  expressed  a 
wish  that  it  should  be  done,  unless  it  would  work  great  injury  ;  or, 
if  there  was  a  positive  order,  the  state  of  things  has  since  so 
changed  as  to  make  obedience  impossible  without  violating  the 
Constitution,  and  in  the  use  of  a  discretion  necessarily  reserved, 
the  C(jmmittee  may  decline  to  publish  ;  and,  finally,  the  Committee 
/tare,  tor  thirty-two  years,  been  doing  substantially  what  the  Reso- 
lutions re(juire —  jjublishing  on  "  moral  evils"  and '•  moral  duties," 
whether   ai-ising  from    Slavery  or  other  institutions,  good  or  bad. 


176  REPORT. 

TIr'v  close  by  leaving  the  que.^tion  to  all  true  and  earnest  friends 
of  the  Society,  anticipating  a  general  concurrence  in  their  own 
conclusion. 

If  unpalatable  truth  is  no  longer  to  be  spoken  ;  if  evil-doers  are 
to  dictate  when  and  bv  whom  evil-doing  shall  he  rebuked ;  if  it  is 
wron<»  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  whether  men  will  hear 
or  will  forbear;  if,  letting  men  go  on  unrcproved  in  the  persistent 
commission  of  a  most  heinous  sin,  in  ord(T  to  secure  their  co- 
operation in  assailing  sin  in  general,  and  particular  sins  of  far  less 
magnitude,  is  the  best  way  to  ''promote  tiie  interests  of  vital  god- 
liness and  sound  morality ; "  in  a  word,  if  timid  and  crooked  i)olicy 
13  better  than  principle,  and  treacherous  peace  than  purity  ;  then 
by  all  means  should  the  past  course  of  the  Tract  Society,  and  the 
present  action  of  its  Executive  Committee,  meet  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  all  good  men ;  and  the  judgment  to  be  henceforward 
passed  upon  jNIoses,  Nathan,  Jesus,  and  Paul,  and  other  dis- 
turbers, like  them,  of  the  quiet  of  respectable  sinners,  may  be 
reserved  for  t'uture  consideration. 

Without  taking  time  or  space  to  expose  at  length  the  defects  in 
principle,  the  inaccuracies  as  to  fact,  (not  to  use  a  shorter  and  more 
pithy  Saxon  word,)  or  the  fallacies  in  argument,  of  the  Secretary's 
Circular,  we  would  briefly  tix  attention  on  a  few  points  in  relation 
to  it.  b'irst,  it  shows  plainly,  if  tliere  was  any  room  for  doubt  betbre, 
that  the  interpretation  of  the  Resolutions  of  last  spring  which  is  to 
prevail,  is  that  which  makes  the  publishing  of  Tracts  on  Slavery 
entirely  discretionary  with  the  Executive  Committee.  That  certain 
"  moral  duties  and  moral  evils  growing  out  of  Slavery  can  and  ought 
to  be  discussed,"  it  says,  ''  is  expressed  :vs  an  opinion,  not  as  an 
order."  And  lest  this  opinion  should  lead  the  Committee  to  do 
what  "  would  limit  the  range  of  the  Society's  usefulness,"  the  clause 
about  "  widest  usefulness  througliout  our  whole  country  "  was  added 
{IS  "■«  guard  or  limitation  ;"  making  the  instruction  to  the  (Com- 
mittee mean,  "as  a  whole,"  do  what  we  think  ought  to  be  done,  unless 
you  think  it  would  do  mischief.  Next,  it  will  be  noticed  how 
coolly  it  is  {ls^luned  throughout,  jvs  indeed  it  had  been  in  all  the 
action  of  the  Sc^ciety  and  all  the  arguments  of  its  parti-ans,  that 
Slavery  i^  either  not  >inful,  or  so  trivial  a  sin  that  "  Evangelical 
Christian-^ "  may  practise  and  uphold  it,  without  serious  detriment 
to  their  Christian  character  jmd  standing  ;  that  whether  it  is  right 
or  wrong,  a  system  ordained  and  approved  by  God,  or  "  the  sum  of 
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nil  villanie?,"  is  a  matter  about  wliicli  intclii^ient  and  well-informed 
rfi<  II  may  differ,  without  e\  incinfr  on  either  .<ide  any  moral  obliquity 
or  -i»iritual  obtu-cness.  Tiic  Secretarirs  s-ny,  ilie  Society  "cannot, 
fin  auirlit  el-e  than  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
ill"  Redeemer  of  sinners,  and  promote  {]iL'  inivrests  of  vital  godli- 
ness and  sotmd  morolitif  :^'  and  ajrain.  "to  preach  Christ  in  such 
manner  a-  to  secure  the  approval  of  all  good  men  is  the  object  and 
airn  of  the  Society,  as  defined  in  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution:"' and  afrain,  "the  api>roval  of  evangelical  Christians  is  an 
c-rential  condition  of  all  our  issues,  this  cannot  be  secured  to  any 
>])<M-iric  i--ue  upon"  Shivery:  "  Christians,  evangelical  Christians, 
the  l)€$t  Christians  of  the  land,  are  in  total  disagreement  upon  almost 
<\i'vy  phase  of  this  subject ;  "  and  yet  again.  "  the  day  mnij  come  when 
evangelical  Christians  will  agree  substantially  in  their  views  on 
Slavery,  a*  they  now  do  on  other  great  questions  once  held  in  dis- 
pute." Mark  !  it  is  not  as  to  any  details  of  action,  any  specific 
rcincdv  for  Slavcrv,  or  as  to  the  fit  di<trilnition  of  culpability  be- 
tween the  mere  relation  and  its  abuses;  or  as  to  any  collateral 
(pie-tiiin  whatsoever,  that  the  Secretaries  speak  ;  but  as  to  whether 
Shtvenj.  '}\\i\  as  it  is  in  our  land,  relation,  practice,  abuses,  legitimate 
fruit-:,  inevitable  accompaniments  and  consequences,  taken  all 
together. — the  horrible  concrete  fact  suggested  to  the  common  mind 
by  the  mention  of  that  word. — is  such  an  evil,  and  so  related  to 
God's  law  and  to  Cliristian  trutli  and  duty,  is  in  the  aggregate  so 
iiniiK^al  and  ungodly  as  to  be  a  projier  subject  of  animadversion,  in 
any  manner  or  measure,  by  a  body  professedly  helping  to  evangelize 
the  Avorld, — to  "  promote  the  interests  of  vital  godliness  and  sound 
morality."  And  this  it  is.  about  which  "  the  best  Christians  of  the 
land"  so  widely  differ !  What  is  such  talk  but  virtually  taking 
side?  with  Slavery  ? — denying  its  evident  and  atrocious  wickedness, 
and  shielding  it  from  the  reprobation  it  deserves?  Then,  too,  what 
a  proclamation  is  this  Circular,  and  all  the  action  of  the  Society  on 
tiie  subject,  of  the  overbearing  insolence  and  arrogant  domination 
of  the  Slave  Power,  and  the  tame  servilitv — if  it  is  not  heartv, 
tiiough  unconfessed  loyalty  to  the  de-;j)ot — of  the  self-styled  evan- 
gelical religion  of  the  country  as  embodied  in  the  Tract  Society  and 
its  supporters  1  "Wiiether  from  conviction  of  duty,  or  because  pressed 
by  the  growing  Anti-Slavery  sentiment  of  the  North,  tlie  Society 
propose-  to  say  something  bearing  on  the  Slave  question, — very 
guardedly,  very  moderately,  very  gently,  in  words  borrowed  from 
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Southem  lips  themselves,  not  denouncing  Slavery  as  sinful,  not 
(lemandiiii^  the  Slave's  dcHvenuice,  only  enjoining  certain  "duties 
gi-owing  out  of"  the  existence"  of  the  system,  and  thereby  implying 
its  rij^ht  to  exist ;  but  even  this  is  more  than  the  tyrant  will  endure, 
therefore  silence  is  enjoined.  The  South  utters  its  mandate,  and  it 
is  obeyed  ; — obeyed  without  delay  or  hesitation.  And  the  whole 
argument  for  silence  is  resolved,  in  the  last  analysis,  by  no  long 
process  either,  into — Southern  dictation  and  menace.  Finally 
— for  we  must  make  an  end  somewhere — if  the  Committee  and  the 
Secretaries  had  adhered  faithfully  to  the  principle  they  insist  upon, 
their  own  Circulars  in  self-vindication  could  not  have  been  issued 
from  the  press  of  the  Society,  For,  very  plainly,  they  are  not 
"  calculated  to  receive  the  approbation  of  all  evangelical  Christians," 
whether  this  phrase  is  used  in  its  literal  or  in  its  conventional  sense. 
What  really  evanijelical  Christians  must  think  of  such  documents, 
we  need  not  stop  to  ask  ;  I)ut  their  authors  must  have  known  that 
they  would  be  disapproved  l,y  many  whom  that  term  in  its  conven- 
tional use  includes  ;  or  if  they  were  so  obtuse  as  not  to  know  it  before- 
hand, they  have  since,  we  are  glad  to  see,  been  very  distinctly  made 
aware  of  it.  Many  who  have  liberally  aided  the  Society  in  times 
past,  and  even  many  who,  we  fear,  will  aid  it  in  time  to  come,  have 
expressed  their  disapproval ;  some  in  decidedly  era[)hatic  hmguage, 
as  a  specimen  or  two  may  serve  to  show.  The  Chicago  Congrega- 
tional Association  has  spoken  thus  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  recent  circular  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  American  Tract  Society,  announcing  their  determination  not 
to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Society  with  reference  to  publi- 
cations on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  has  filled  us  with  disappointment, 
sorrow  and  alarm  ;  that  we  regard  their  decision  !is  a  manifestation 
of  weakness  unworthy  of  Christian  men  in  their  position  ;  that  we 
pronounce  their  excuses  to  be  undeservingof  attention,  and  an  insult 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  public  ;  and  that  we  deem  their  course  to  be 
treacherous  to  their  otScial  duty,  and  most  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  Society." 

Eleven  ministers  of  Congregational  Churches  in  Northern  Ver- 
mont have  sent  up  a  remonstrance  containing  these  rather  plain 
words  :  — 

"  "With  this  view  of  the  position  in  which  the  Society  is  placed 
by   its    present  conductors,  it  ciuuiot,  in  our  opinion,  be  justly  re- 
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p^rded  a?  an  evangelical  institution.  As  now  conducted,  it  dissents 
from  tlie  trreat  body  of  P^van^elical  Cliri-tian-  on  points  wliicli.  in 
their  e-tiraatioii,  or*'  of  fund  tineatnl  importitnre  to  f/ie  interests  of  true 
jyiel)/  and  sound  morals.  As.  in  coinj)liaii('('  with  the  deinaiHl>  of  an 
unreasonahlc  and  wicked  faction,  it  refu-;es  to  ^ive  utterance  to  the 
convictions  of  tlie  Christian  world  on  such  points,  its  name  and  tlie 
names  of  its  otficers  are  no  lontjer  trustworthy  vouchers  tor  the  evan- 
gelical character  of  its  puldications.  A<  now  conducted,  it  has 
proved  unfaithful  to  its  oavn  Constitution  ;  to  the  cause 
OF  Humanity  and  of  God;  to  the  cause  of  Truth  and  of 
EVANGELICAL  RELIGION.  l?y  throwing  itself,  as  it  ha<  done,  as  a 
shield  between  Slavery  and  the  jniblic  sentiment  of  Christendom 
opposed  to  Slavery,  it  ha-  become  the  enemy  of  liberty,  and  the 
KKLWARK  OF  OPi'RESSioN.  It  is  the  corrupter  of  public  law,  and  of 
the  principles  of  morality  ;  and,  by  pivinjr  c-ountenance  to  the  notion 
that  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  may  be  promoted,  and  may 
exist,  witliout  ]>ractical  iML'^hteousness,  it  becomes  A  mighty  cor- 
rupter   OF    THE    RELIGION    OF    THE    GOSI'EL.' 


Disunion  Convention. 

In  accordance  with  tlie  recommendation  of  the  Massachusetts 
Disunion  Convention  of  January.  1857,  the  subjoined  Call  was 
issued  in  the  summer  follow  inir.  and  received  nearly  seven  thousand 
.signatures,  from  citizens  of  .-eventeen  States:  — 

'•  Whereas,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  the  American  Union  is 
con-tantly  becoming  more  and  more  divided,  by  Slavery,  info  two 
distinct  and  antagonistic  nations,  between  whom  harmony  is  impos- 
sible, and  even  ordinary  intercourse  is  becoming  dangerous; 

"And  whereas,  Slaverv  ha-  now  gained  entire  control  over  the 
three  branches  of  our  xSati<)nal  Government,  Executive,  Judiciary 
and  Legislative  ;  has  >o  interpreted  the  Constitution  a-  to  deny  the 
right  of  Congress  to  estabji-h  Fi-eedom  even  in  the  Territories,  and 
by  the  same  pix>cess  has  removed  all  legal  protection  from  a  large 
portion  of  the  people  of  tlie  Free  States,  and  hits  inflicted,  at  many 
times  and  ))Iaces,  outrages  far  greater  than  those  which  our  fathers 
ro-e  in  arms  to  rejiel ; 

'*  And  whereas,  there  seems  no  probability  that  the  future  will, 
in  these  respects,  be  different  fi-om  the  past,  under  existing  State 
relations ; 

'■  Tiie  undersigned  respectfully  invite  their  fellow-citizens  of  the 

Free  States  to  meet   in    Convention,  at  ,  in  October, 

1857,  to  consider  the  practicability,  iintbability.  and  expediency  of 
a  separation  of  the  Free  and  Slave  States,  and  to  take  such  otlier 
measures  as  tlie  condition  u[  the  times  may  re<juire." 
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Among  the  responses  which  this  Call  evoked  was  a  letter  from 
Judge  Jay — ''illustrious  and  venerable  name"  —  breathing  a  noble 
and  manly  spirit,  and  exposing  and  rebuking,  with  plain  severity 
and  stirring  eloquence,  the  arrogance  of  the  Slave  I'ower,  the 
servility  of  Northern  politicians,  and  the  corruption  of  the  Church. 
Though  declining  to  sign  the  Call,  —  on  the  ground  that  the  very 
reasons  which  prove  Disunion  desirable,  prove  it  impossible, —  he 
yet  makes  out,  in  his  painfully  graphic  delineation  of  the  character 
of  the  Union,  and  the  condition  to  which  it  has  brought  the  coun- 
try, a  most  ample  justification  for  the  Disunion  movement.  He 
says : — 

"Although  fully  aware  of  the  many  social,  commercial  and  politi- 
cal advantages  resulting  from  the  Federal  Union,  I  am  neverthe- 
less convinced  that  it  is  at  present  a  most  grievous  mural  curse 
to  the  American  people.  To  the  people  of  the  South  it  is  a  curse, 
by  fostering,  strengthening  and  extending  an  iniquitous  and  baneful 
institution.  To  the  millions  among  us,  of  African  dtsoent,  it  is  n 
curse,  by  riveting  the  chains  of  the  bondman  and  deepening  the 
degradation  of  the  Freeman.  To  the  people  of  the  Free  States  il 
is  a  curse,  by  tempting  them  t»  trample  under  foot  the  obligations 
of  truth,  justice  and  humanity,  lor  those  wages  of  ini([uity  with 
which  the  Federal  Government  so  abundantly  rewajds  apostates  to 
liberty  and  righteousness.  »  *  *  «  ^^n  aristocracy,  not  of 
birth,  nor  of  education,  but  solely  of  wealth  in  lanid  and  tlie  bodies 
and  souls  of  men,  now  governs  with  insolent  and  arbitrary  sway 
twenty-five  millions  of  people.  Northern  DemcK-rats  have  formed 
with  these  lords  of  the  lash  a  most  ultimate  and  submissive  alliance, 
and  are  now  the  humble  and  williiiLr  instruments  of  a  most  crnshintr 
and  loathsome  despotism.  The  seductions  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, prot^erid  through  the  friends  of  Slavery,  have  converted 
the  Northern  Democracy  into  a  stupendous  organized  lie  ;  a  party 
with  Liberty  ever  on  its  lips,  and  human  bondage  in  its  heart." 
*  *  *  *  "  The  Democratic  party  does  not  embrace  all  the 
Pro-Slavery  of  tie  North.  Adventurers  from  all  parties  are  con- 
tinually investing  capital  in  the  Union-saving  trade/' 

He  describes  the  scene  on  Bunker  Hill,  hist  June,  when,  at  the 
inauguration  of  a  statue  to  Warrkn,  the  notorious  Mason, —  author 
of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  friend  and  eulogist  of  Bully  Brooks, 
advocate  of  Southern  secession  from  the  Union  should  a  Kepublican 
be  chosen  President, —  was  present  by  "gracious  invitation  from  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Association;"  and,  on  being  intro- 
duced to  the   iissembU'd   people  by  ''a  distiuirui.-hed  gentleman  of 
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JJostoii,"  [RoHERT  C.  WiNxnnop,]  who  ''look  pleasure  in  welcom- 
lUfj  liiin"  to  New  Enfrland,  was  "received  with  loud  applause." 
"Anil  tliiiik  you,"  he  asks,  "that  men  who  thus  prostrate  themselveg 
liclore  the  Slave  Power  will,  from  the  love  of"  liherty,  aid  you  in 
le-euiu';  the  North  from  its  d<nrradin"r  domination ? "  Turning;  to 
jIk'  Cluireh,  he  denounces  its  "time-serving:,  nian-pleasing  policy" 
a-  "i)robahlv  still  more  oft'en>ive  to  God  than  that  of  our  l^ro-Slaverv 
jioliticians  ;"  and  relates  some  of  the  i'acts  which  justify  his  charge, 
and  "show  the  demoralizing  influence,  even  over  Christian  ministers^ 
of  ecclesiastical  union  with  Slaveholders."  To  the  Union,  also,  he 
says,  "we  must  attribute  the  unhappy  position  of'  the  American 
Tract  Society."'  which,  discovering  that  "  to  ofl'end  the  Slaveholders 
will  lessen  the  circulation  of  their  tracts  and  curt.ail  their  recei])ts, 
must  therefore  do  evil,  and  tacitly  countenance  sin,  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  -alvation  of  souls  !"  In  drawing  his  letter  toward  its 
close  he  says  :— 

"AVliilf  I  believe  you  are  doomed  to  disappointment,  I  never* 
tiieless  rejoice  in  every  ex]iosure  of  the  immoral  influence  exerted 
by  the  Union.  I  rejoice  in  such  ex})Osure  as  tending,  not  to  bring 
aliout  di--olutinn,  liut  to  render  it  unnecessary.  When  the  j)eople 
of  the  North  >hall  cease  to  idolize'  the  Union,  they  will  c<'ase  to 
offer  on  its  altar  their  rights  and  their  duties  ;  Avhen  rclea.-ed  from 
their  .self-iinpo-ed  thraldom  to  the  Slave  Power,  they  will  cease  to 
)>lace  its  minion-  in  office:  when  no  longer  covetous  of  the  trade 
and  the  votes  of  the  South,  they  will  no  longer  be  bullied  into  all 
manner  of  wiekedne-s,  and  into  sul)mission  to  all  manner  of  insult, 
by  the  idle  and  ever-repeate<l  threats  of  di>solution.  But  when  this 
day  arrives,  the  Union  will  Ijc  converted  from  a  curse  into  a  bless- 
iiiL''.  Our  lower-law  divines,  instead  of  vindicating  crueltv  and 
o]>pre>>ion,  and  denouncing  as  fanatics  all  who  esteem  the  will  of 
God  a  higher  law  than  an  accursed  Act  of  Congress,  will  become 
ju'eachers  of  rigliteousness.  Democrats,  seeing  the  Federal  patron- 
age wielded  by  the  friends  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man,  will, 
in  the  extent  and  raj»idity  of  their  conversion  to  truth  and  justice, 
eclipse  all  the  marvels  of  New  England  revivals;  and  men  who 
have  for  long  year,-  been  bowed  to  tiie  earth  by  spinal  weakness  will, 
a-  by  miracle,  stand  ereet.  Till  all  \\w-m  thing.-  come  to  pass,  the 
Nt(rtli.  I  am  per.-uaded.  will  continue  its  union  with  the  South;  and 
when  they  do  come  to  pass,  you  will  have  no  wish  to  see  the  Union 
severed." 

The  responses  which  came  from  all  parts  of  the  North,  and  the 
evidence  they  gave  ot  a  wide-spread  interest  in  the  movement,  and 
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sympathy  with  the  spirit  which  animated  it,  induced,  and  we  think 
justitied,  anticipations  of  a  h\rge  and  enthusiastic  gathering,  whose 
proceedings  would  give  a  vigorous  impulse  to  the  cause.     But,  in 
the  midst  of  these  anticipations,  came  suddenly  over  the  land  the 
great  commercial  revulsion   of  that  year,  involving  multitudes  in 
pecuniary  embarrassment,  impoverishing   the    rich,  depriving   the 
laboring  poor  of  the  work  which  won  their  daily  bread,  and  causing 
everywhere   anxiety  and   suffering.     Judging  it  impossible,  in  this 
condition  of  the  country,  to  secure  a  general  representation  of  the 
Disunion  sentiment  of  the  North,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
reluctantly  decided  to  postpone  the  Convention.     At  so  late  a  day 
was  this  decision  made  and  announced,  that  some  were  already  on 
their  way  to  Cleveland,  and  others  had  arrived  there,  before  hejiring 
of  the  postponement.     Those  on  the  way  mostly  persevered  to  the 
end,  and  when  the  day  had  come,  so   many  were  convened  that  it 
was  thought  best  to  organize  and  proceed  with  the  intended  business, 
not  as  the  Convention  which   had  been  countermanded,  but  as   a 
Convention  having  the  same  end  in  view.     Considering  the  unfavor- 
able  circumstances  of  the   gathering,   it  was   quite   respectable  in 
numbers, —  nine  or  ten  States  being  represented, —  and  the  proceed- 
ings were  full  of  animation  and  interest.     The  regret  and  disap- 
pointment of  all  present  that  the  contemplated  Convention  had  been 
postponed  was  expressed  in  the  first  resolution,  unanimously  adopted. 
Then  followed  others,  declaring  that  Slavery  and  Liberty  are  eternal 
antagonisms,  and  the  history  of  the  United  States  is  a  sad  yet  clear 
illustration  of  this  truth  ;  that,  in  forming  the  Union,  the  doctrine 
was  adopted  that  the  end  sanctifies  the  means,  and  the  eternal  law 
of  ri"-ht  was  set  at  naught ;  that  the  United  States  Government  is  a 
continued  conspiracy  against  liberty,  till  not  only  the  Slaves,  but  the 
p('oi)le  of  the  North  are  under  a  despotism  unknown  to  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies ;  that  the  Union  exists  to  protect  a  despotism  worse 
than  any  in  the  old  world,  and  the  very  reason  for  its   formation  — 
to  protect  us  from  foreign  despotism  —  is  now  even  stronger  for  its 
destruction ;  that  it  is  a  crime  and  curse  which  should  not  exist  an 
hour,  and  to  seek  its  destruction  is  the  only  means  of  escaping  par- 
ticipation in  the  guilt  of  Slavery ;    that  the   Slaves  ought  to   strike 
down   their  mjisters  by  force  whenever  the  blow  can  be  effective, 
unless  Wasdington  was  a  murderer  and  the  American  Revolution 
a  crime ;  that  when  we  see  them  in  arms  for  Freedom,  we  will  give 
them  all  the  lud  and  comfort  we  can  in  the  same  spirit  which  brought 
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LaFatette  and  Kosciusko  to  the  support  of  our  Revolutionary 
(iilliers;  that  tho  time  has  come  when  a  regard  for  our  own  liberty, 
as  well  as  duty  to  the  enslaved,  demands  the  organization  of  a  revo- 
lution among  parties  outside  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  effect 
its  overthrow ;  and  that  the  object  can  be  best  accomplished  by 
means  adapted  to  withdraw  individual  States  from  the  Confederacy, 
leaving  their  future  confederation  to  the  guidance  of  circumstances. 
On  several  of  these,  a  spirited  discussion  arose,  two  or  three  defend- 
ers of  the  Union,  on  the  ground  of  the  Anti-Slavery  character  of 
the  Constitution,  being  present.  The  Resolutions  were  all,  finally, 
adopted,  most  of  them  unanimously,  but  those  relating  to  armed 
resistance  by  the  Slaves,  and  one  or  two  others,  by  a  majority  only. 
After  a  session  of  two  days,  the  Convention  adjourned,  and  its 
members  disj)ersed  with  a  full  conviction  that,  in  spite  of  all  the 
drawbacks  and  disappointments  they  had  encountered,  it  was  by  no 
means  in  vain  that  they  had  come  together. 


Compensated    Emaxcipatiox. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  as  Anti-Slavery  principles  gain  ground, 
that  they  will  be  apprehended  by  all  minds  with  the  same  degree 
of  clearness,  or  received  by  all  hearts  with  the  same  wholeness  of 
devotion.  Some  will  accept  them  entire,  and  work  for  them 
earnestly,  not  counting  the  cost  to  interest  or  reputation.  Others 
will  see  but  in  part,  and  honestly  and  heartily  set  about  some 
kind  of  half-way  work ;  while  yet  another  class,  unwilling  to 
meet  the  consequences  of  simple  fidelity  to  their  own  perceptions, 
distinct  or  dim,  will  try  to  compromise  between  policy  and  duty  ; 
pressed  one  way  by  conscience,  and  a  dread  of  falling  too  far 
behind  the  van  of  the  evidently  advancing  column  of  reform  ; 
drawn  the  other  way  by  fear  of  going  forward  faster  than  the 
present  popular  voice  demands  or  will  approve  ;  feeling  the  need 
of  doing  something,  but  cautious  of  doing  too  much;  willing  — 
glad,  perhaps  —  to  have  the  credit  of  being  Anti-Slavery,  so  far 
as  it  is  creditable,  but  not  willing  to  be  counted  "ultra"  or 
"  fanatical ;  "  really  "loving  the  cause  of  Freedom  "  in  a  moderate, 
cool,  judicious  way,  and  desirous  of  its  promotion  by  prudent 
measures;  but  none  of  your  ardent,  enthusiastic  lovers,  devoting 
hand,  head  and  heart  to  the   object  of  aflfection.     Now    and  then 
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this  stratum  of  Anti-Slavery  rrops  out  in  some  pleasant  plan  of 
abolishing;  Slavery  without  offending  Slaveholders  ;  some  smooth 
device  for  "  charming"  so  "  wisely  "  the  old  serpent  and  dragon, 
that  he  will  not  only  hearken,  but  hasten  to  obey  the  charmer's 
voice.  A  few  earnest,  ■\vhole-souled  Anti-Slavery  men  have  been 
sometimes  misled  into  favoring  such  schemes,  but  we  believe  they 
are  seldom  found  long  among  their  supporters.  One  of  these 
devices,  if  we  err  not  in  our  estimate,  has  come  to  light  within 
the  past  year,  under  the  most  respectable  of  auspices,  and  Avith  as 
fair  a  promise  of  success  as  any  of  its  predecessors  ever  had. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1857,  a  Convention  met  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  remained  in  session  three   days,  and  organized  a   National 
Compensation    Emancipation    Society,   having  for    its    object,   as 
set    forth    in    its    Constitution,    "  to    promote    the    extinction    of 
American    Slavery    by   contributing   to    the    compensation    of  the 
Slaveholders  for  their  losses  in  the  emancipation  of  their  Slaves." 
Its  President  is  an  L.L.  D.  ;  of  its  five  Vice-Presidents,  two   are 
D.  D.,   and  two   are  Honorablcs  ;  —  so    that  it  is   presumptiveh' 
evident   that    no   vulgar  fanaticism  controls   its    policy.     Of    the 
persons   named  as   present  at   the   Convention,  we    recognize  two 
only,  who   have    been   known   as  thorough  Abolitionists,  —  John' 
Rankin  and   Gerrit  Smith  ;   but  these   are  men  whose  fidelity 
to  the  Slave  has  been  too   well  tested  in  their   lives  for  even  the 
grave  mistake  we  think  they  have  now  made,   to   shake  our  trust 
in  their  Anti-Slavery  sincerity  and  devotion.     What  was   the  tone 
of  Anti-Slavery   feeling   in    the    Convention   as    a   whole,  may  be 
guessed    from    the    fact    that    a    proposition    ofifered   by    Gerkit 
Smith,  to  declare  Slavery  "  inhuman   and   revolting,"   was  voted 
down  as  likely  to  "alienate  the  South."     We  must  not  omit  to  say, 
however,  injustice  to   the  Compensators,  that  while  they  propose 
the  payment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars   to  the  Slaveholders, 
for  each  Slave  emancipated,  they  remember  that  the  Slave  has   a 
claim  to  compensation  also,  and  while  "  no  measure  of  aid  in  this 
direction  would  exceed"  their  "wishes,"  they  suggest  the  definite 
sum  of  t)i:rHti/-Jive   dollars   apiece,   as    one   which   "  would    go  far 
towards  supplying  them  with  humble  homes   upon  this  Continent, 
or  upon  another,   should  they  prefer   so  wide   a   removal  from  the 
land  of  their  birth." 
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Foreign    Intelligence. 

The  year  has  brought  news  from  over  the  water,  full  of  cheer 
to  the  friends  of  universal  freedom.  One  item  is  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  by  Holland  in  her  colonies  —  not,  indeed,  as  it  should 
have  been,  immediate  and  complete,  but  still  an  abolition  which 
at  least  holds  out  the  sure  promise  of  freedom  to  the  bondman 
after  a  few  years.  Another  and  still  more  important  piece  of 
intelligence  is  the  distinct  avowal  of  the  determination  of  the 
Russian  Emperor  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  serfdom  throughout  his 
dominions,  giving  us  the  spectacle  of  a  theoretical  despotism  abol- 
ishing Slavery  in  deference  to  the  sacredness  of  human  rights, 
while  the  self-styled  democracy  of  our  sham  republic  is  straining 
every  nerve  to  "  enlarge  the  area"  of  human  bondage.  The  plan  of 
emancipation  embraces  these  particulars  : — 

''First.  The  proprietors  are  to  secure  to  the  cultivators  what- 
ever land  may  be  necessary  for  their  subsistence,  and  for  the 
payment  of  their  dues  to  both  proprietor  and  Government. 

''Second.  In  consideration  of  this  disposition  of  land,  the 
peasants  must  pay  rent  to  the  proprietor  either  in  money  or  in 
labor ;  both  to  be  determined  by  the  Committee  in  session  in  the 
capital  of  the  province. 

"Third.  The  cabin  and  the  kitchen-garden  of  the  peasant  are 
to  become  his  own  property  as  soon  as  paid  for,  whether  in  money 
or  in  labor. 

"Fourth.  The  time  necessary  to  complete  the  new  order  of 
things  shall  not  be  more  than  twelve  years ;  and  during  this  time, 
the  peasants  shall  be  in  a  transition  state. 

"Fifth.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  the  peasants  shall  have 
the  right  to  leave  the  spot  where  they  may  be,  and  go  and  live 
where  they  choose.  Thus,  then,  freedom  will  be  definitely  accom- 
plished. 

"Sixth.  Thereafter,  half  of  aU  the  seignorial  lands  are  to  be 
set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  peasants,  never  to  be  re-united  to  the 
said  seignorial  estates." 


Obituary. 

In  drawing  our  history  of  the  year's  events  to  a  close,  we  have 
to  turn  sad  and  tearful  eyes  upon  vacant  places  in  our  scanty 
ranks,  whence  the  brave  and  true  have  fallen  with  harness  on  and 
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faces  to  the  foe.  On  the  11th  of  last  December,  cur  faitliful  fcllcrw 
soldier  in  this  warfare,  Wii,t.iam  H.  Torr,  of  Albany,  in  his  forty- 
fifth  year  reached  the  end  of  his  earthly  life,  a  life  devoted  to  con- 
stant and  faithful  labor  in  improving?  the  condition  of  the  oppressed 
and  degraded  race  with  which,  not  more  by  blood  and  hue  than  by 
hearty  sympathy  with  their  sufferin<^s  and  earnest  love  of  their 
welfare,  he  was  identified.  Though  of  that  proscribed  race,  says 
the  Albany  Evening  Journal : 

"  By  his  industry,  enterprise,  taste,  intellig-ence  and  manly 
deportment,  he  had  acquired  a  handsome  property,  and  the  con- 
fidence and  friendship  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  very  character 
he  had  established  in  that  community,  even  had  he  done  nothing- 
else,  is  an  evidence  tliat  his  life-long  labors  for  liis  race  have  not 
been  in  vain.  The  Jifr  of  such  a  man  is  itself  the  most  powerful 
of  arguments,  more  potent  for  good  than  any  word  which  could 
be  littered,  or  statute  enacted. 

"  For  many  years  he  has  cheerfully  and  liberally  contributed  of 
his  talent,  his  moral  inlluence,  and  his  means,  most  valuable  coop- 
eration in  bearing  upward  and  onward  the  Anti-Slavery  enterprise. 
^[any  lieroic  adventurers  from  tlie  scenes  of  Soutiiern  oppression 
have  thanked  God  and  taken  fresh  courage,  and  refer  with  bless- 
ings to  his  memory  for  his  generous  and  self-sacrificing  aid  in 
the  hour  of  greatest  need. 

"  As  an  upright  and  honorable  business  man,  he  had  no  supe- 
rior, and  in  that  capacity  he  had  won  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  a  large  circle  of  patrons  and  friends.  In  social  life  his  was 
always  a  welcome  presence.  Few  arc  recipients  to  as  great  a 
degree  of  the  rare  endowment  of  native  refinement,  and  an  intui- 
tive sense  of  propriety.  His  self-possessed,  dignified  and  gentle- 
manly bearing  indicated  to  all  the  spirit  of  a  superior  man. 

'*  The  members  of  a  bereaved  family-circle  mourn  the  loss  of  a 
devoted  husband,  a  fond  and  atfcctionate  parent  and  brother  ; 
from  a  numerous  and  widely  extended  circle  of  rcLatives  and 
friends  has  been  removed  an  endeared  relative,  a  faithful,  true, 
and  beloved  friend. 

"Through  life,  the  devotional  and  religious  element,  sincere, 
catholic  and  liberal,  lias  been  strongly  marked  in  his  character. 

'•Thus  early  he  has  been  removed  from  a  position  of  great  use- 
fulness in  this  sphere  of  life,  but,  we  may  hope  and  fondly  believe, 
to  one  of  still  greater  importance,  whither  he  has  gone." 

On  the  ninth  of  March,  S.vrah  H.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  Mass., 
was  called  from  among  us,  leaving  us  to  mourn  the  departure  of 
one  of  the  brightest,  purest,  loveliest   spirits  ever  tabernacled  in 
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farllily  form  —  a  model  wile  and  mother  —  an  early,  steadfast  and 
most  efficient  friend  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  :  one  whose  un- 
swerving fidelitv  and  perseverance  in  tlie  cause,  from  tlie  time  its 
standaril  was  first  uplifted.  Irave  ever  been  pur  streng-th  and  our 
example  ;  one  of  those  "  whose  lives  have  made  their  names  and 
goodness  one."  Slie  had,  as  she  dciierved.  the  admiration,  rever- 
ence, affection  and  gratitiidc  of  those  who  knew  her  ;  she  has 
that  place  in  our  memory  through  which  we  trust  her  life  will  in 
some  measure  yet  live  in  us.  and  reveal  its  influence  in  our  zeal 
■and  faithfulness  in  serving  tlie  cause  she  loved. 


Agents  axp  Mkktino. 

At  its  Annual  Meeting,  May,  185G,  the  .Society  voted  to  hold 
during  the  year  then  ensuing,  ONE  IIl"NDKEI)  Anti-Slavery 
Conventions,  at  the  most  favorable  points  which  could  be  selected 
in  all  parts  of  the  Northern  States.  In  carrying  out  this  vote,  tlie 
Executive  Committee  employed  the  Agents  and  the  means  in  their 
power  to  the  fullest  extent,  drawing  upon  and  anticipating  their 
resources  in  a  manner  unusual  even  in  the  Anti-Slavery  cause, 
whose  laborer-^  have  ever  had  to  work  in  faith  that  the  means 
v:oiihI  ht  provided,  rather  than  M'ith  knowledge  that  they  were. 
Nearly  nhirii/  of  the  one  hundred  Conventions  were  duly  held  be- 
fore the  Annual  Meeting  of  1K.57,  of  which  twenty-seven  were  held 
in  the  States  of  Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Wisconsin;  and 
the  remainder  in  New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Ohio. 

A  similar  course  was  pursued  by  the  Society  during  the  year 
i 8-57 -58,  and  with  an  obviously  increased  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  peo])le  in  all  sections  of  the  country  visited.  Again  the  Soci- 
ety, with  the  ethcient  help  of  Mrs.  Annv  Kelley  Foster,  as  its 
General  Agent,  and  witli  the  aid  of  several  corps  of  lecturers  of 
the  higlicst  ability  and  wortli,  occupied  the  field  of  the  Northern 
States,  and  particularly  the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Illinois,  and  instituted  and  held  a  series  of 
Conventions  and  Lectures  of  a  most  efficient  character. 

During  th(  se  two  years  —  May,  1850,  to  May,  1858  —  in  addi- 
tion to  the  services  of  Mrs.  Fostek,  as  General  Agent,  already 
mentioned,  and  which,  it  should  be  added,  were  for  a  considerable 


188  REPORT. 

part  of  the  time  rendered  gratuitously,  the  Society  had  the  effective 
aid  of  Samuel  May,  Jr.,  as  General  Agent  for  New  England,  and 
of  the  following  persons,  as  its  Agents  for  longer  or  shorter  periods, 
many  of  them  for  the  entire  time  :  — 

Pakker  Pillsbury  and  Andrew  T.  Foss,  of  New  Hampshire  ; 
Charles  C.  Burleigh,  of  Connecticut ;  Stephen  S.  Foster, 
Charles  K.  Whipple,  Charles  L.  Remoxd,  Sarah  P.  Remoxd, 
Joseph  A.  Rowland,  and  Wm.  Wells  Brown,  of  Massachusetts  ; 
Sallie  Holley,  Caroline  F.  Putnam,  Susan  B.  Anthony, 
Lucy  N.  Colman,  and  Aaron  M.  Powell,  of  New  York ;  and 
Benjamin  S.  Jones  and  Jane  Elizabeth  Jones,  of  Ohio. 

The  Society  also  had  the  occasional  —  in  some  instances  the  fre- 
quent—  and  most  valuable  aid,  as  public  speakers  at  its  meetings, 
as  well  as  in  many  other  ways,  of  the  following  persons,  to  whom 
the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Society 
are,  for  the  cause's  sake,  due,  and  are  hereby  respectfully  ten- 
dered :  — 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Esq.,  Edmund 
QuiNCY",  Esq.,  Rev.  T.  W.  Higginson,  Rev.  Theodore  Parker, 
Rev.  John  T.  Sargent,  Rev.  David  A.  Wasson,  J.  B.  Swasey, 
Esq.,  and  Messrs.  Chas.  E.  Hodges  and  Nathaniel  H.  Whit- 
ing, of  Massachusetts  ;  Rev.  Frederick  Frothingham,  of  Maine  ; 
Sydney  H.  Gay,  Esq.  and  Oliyer  Johnson,  Esq.,  (Editors  of  the 
National  And- Slavery  Standard,)  Mrs.  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  Rev. 
Samuel  J.  May,  and  Rev.  William  H.  Fish,  of  New  York; 
Rev.  OcTAvius  B.  Frothingham  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Stone,  of  New 
Jersey ;  James  Miller  McKim,  Lucretia  Mott,  Rev.  William 
H.  FuRNEss,  Thomas  Whitson,  and  Joseph  A.  Dugdale,  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  of  Marius  R.  Robinson,  Esq.,  (Editor  of  the 
Anli-Slatcnj  Buyle,)  James  Barnaby,  Henry  C.  Wright,  Dr. 
Abraham  Brooke,  and  Rev.  M.  D.  Conway,  of  Ohio.  To  these 
undoubtedly  other  names  are  to  be  added  ;  we  beg  all  such  to 
excuse  the  undesigned  omission,  and  to  labor  on,  that  tlie  time 
may  speedily  come  when  the  friends  and  advocates  of  our  just  and 
righteous  cause  shall  be  too  numerous  to  be  recorded,  save  in  the 
grateful  hearts  of  those  for  whom  they  have  so  faithfully  labored. 
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Tract  Distribution  and  Tract  Fund. 

The  enterprise  of  a  wide,  gratuitous  distribution  of  brief  but 
able  Tracts,  though  by  no  means  new  to  the  cause  or  to  the  Soci- 
ety, but  always  to  some  extent  in  operation,  was  first  undertaken 
systematically  and  as  a  distinct  work,  in  the  autumn  of  1854, 
The  Executive  Committee  at  that  time  secured  the  services  of 
many  of  the  ablest  ^v^iters  in  the  country,  to  prepare  a  series  of 
twenty  Tracts,  to  be  printed  in  a  neat  form  and  good  type,  and 
distributed  as  widely  as  possible  over  the  whole  country,  by  means 
of  auxiliary  and  local  societies,  agents,  lecturers,  and  individual 
friends  of  the  cause.  This  was  done.  Nearly  four  years  having 
elapsed,  we  are  able  to  say  of  the  undertaking  that  it  has  been 
successful  and  higlily  useful,  especially  when  the  very  moderate 
amount,  which  has  been  subscribed  and  appropriated  for  this  ob- 
ject, is  taken  into  consideration. 

The  total  amount  contributed  to  the  Society's  Tract  Fund,  from 
all  sources,  since  its  establishment,  in  1854,  to  May  1,  1858,  is 
$3,339.48.  The  entire  amount  expended,  to  the  present  time,  is 
$3,281 .76.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  entire  fund  is  nearly  expended, 
and  the  usefulness  of  this  valuable  agency  is  already  much  crip- 
pled. We  invite,  and  urgently  call  upon,  the  friends  of  our  enter- 
prise to  help  us  in  sowing  abroad  the  seeds  of  the  only  Anti- 
Slavery  which  is  enduring,  because  the  only  one  based  upon 
uncompromising  moral  principle.  We  subjoin  a  list  of  the  Tracts 
published  by  this  Society  for  gratuitous  distribution,  all  of  which 
were  prepared  expressly  for  this  series,  with  the  exception  of  Nos. 
10,  13,  and  16;  No.  10  having  been  originaUy  written  for,  and 
published  by,  the  Pennsylvania  Ardi- Slavery  Society,  which  sub- 
sequently gave  the  stereotj-pe  plates  to  this  Society  ;  No.  13  having 
been  first  published  by  Mr.  John  P.  Jewett,  of  Boston,  by  whom 
the  stereotype  plates  were  given  to  this  Society;  and  No.  16  being 
a  publication  issued  by  the  Fourth  Congregational  Church  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  the  stereotype  plates  being  presented  by  said 
Church  to  this  Society.  All  the  Tracts  of  this  series  are  stereo- 
typed, excepting  Nos.  12,  18,  and  20.  The  following  are  the  titles 
of  the  series  :  — 


No. 

1, 

i4 

2 

i( 

3 

k4 

4 

«4 

6 

l( 

7, 

44 

8 

190  Rf:pouT. 

The  Uxited  States  Coxstitutiox,  Examined. 
White  Slavery  ix  the  United  States. 
Colonization'.     By  Rev.  O.  B.  Frothiiii^ham. 
Does  Sl.vveky  Christianize  the  Negro.-     By  Rev. 

T.  W.  Hi;jcginson. 
The  Inter- State  Slave  Trade.     By  John  G.  Pal- 
frey. 
The  *'RiaN"   oe  Jamaica.     By  Richard  Ilildreth. 
Revolution  the  only  Remedy  fo'r  Slavery. 
To  >roTHERS  IN  the  Free  States.     By  >rrs.  E.  L. 
FoUen. 
*'      9.     Influence  of  Slavery  upon  the  White  Popula- 
tion.    By  a  Lady. 
*'    10.     Slavery  and  the  North.     By  C.  C.  Burleigh. 
"    11.     Disunion  our  Wisdom  and  our  Duty.      By  Rev. 

Charles  E.  Hodges. 
*'    12.     Anti-Slavery  Hymns  and  Songs.      By  Mrs.  E.  L. 

Follen. 
"    13.     The  Two  Altars;  or,  Two  Pictures  in  One.     By 

Mrs.  Harriet  B.  Stowe. 
*'    14.     "How   CAN  I   Help   to   Abolish    Slavery?"    or, 
Counsels  to  the  Newly  Converted.     By  Maria 
W.  Cliapman. 
"    15.     What  have  we,  as  Individu^\xs,  to  do  w^th  Slav- 
ery?    By  Susan  C.  Cabot. 
*'    16.     The  American  Tract  Society;  and  its  Policy  of 
Suppression  and  Silence. 
Being   the    Unanimous   Remonstrance  of   the   Fourth 
Congregational  Society,  Hartford,  Ct. 
"    17.     The  God  of  the  Bible  against  Slavery.     By  Rev. 
Charles  Beecher.  a 

**    18.     The  Fi>^itive  Slave  Law  and  its  Victims. 
*'    19.     Relations  OF  Anti-Slavery  TO  Religion.    By  Chas. 

K.  Whipple. 
*'    20.     A  Ride  through  Kansas.     By  Thomas  Wentworth 
Higginson. 

All  donations  for  the  Tract  Fund,  or  for  the  circulation  of  any 
particular  Tract  of  the  above  scries,  should  be  sent  to  Fkancis 
Jackson,  Treasurer  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  No.  21 
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Tlic  entire  niimher  of  flicse  Trarts  issued  aivl  fjratuitously  dis- 
tributed by  the  Soeiety  is  00.3.000,  or  about  four  million  five  bnn- 
(Ireil  thousand  pa<res.  This  does  not  include  upwards  of  half  a 
million  of  paijjcs  of  other  Anti-Slavery  pid)lications  (amonp  them 
a  larrje  supply  of  the  Tracts  of  the  Leeds  (Eni^land)  Anti-Slavery 
Association)  gratuitously  distributed  by  the  Society  during  the 
same  period,  making  a  sum  total  of  over  five  millions  of  pages  of 
Anti-Slavery  matter  gratuitously  circulated  by  this  Society,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Tract  Fund. 

Other  PrnLiCATioxs.  —  Since  the  last  Report,  the  Society  has 
stereotyped  and  published,  in  a  neat  duodecimo  volume  of  208 
pages,  the  valuable  work,  compiled  and  arranged  by  Wendell 
Phillips,  Esti-,  entitled  "The  United  States  Constitution  a  Pro- 
Slavery  Compact  ;  '"  being  Extracts  from  President  Madison's  re- 
port of  the  debates  in  tlic  Convention  on  forming  the  Constitution  ; 
also  containing  the  debates  in  the  several  State  Conventions  wliich 
adopted  the  Constitution,  and  several  other  important  documents. 
Tiiis  is  a  manual  of  the  greatest  value  to  every  one  who  would 
know  the  real  character  of  the  influences  under  wdiich  the  United 
States  Constitution  was  framed  and  adopted,  and  thus  learn  its 


true  intent  and  meaning. 


The  Society  has  also  published  a  new  edition  of  tlie  "  Legion  of 
Liberty,"  from  the  stereotype  plates  bequeathed  to  the  Society  by 
the  late  Julius  II.  Ames,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  This  is  a  collection 
of  testimonies  and  utterances  of  distinguished  persons  of  all  coun- 
tries, on  the  subjects  of  Liberty  and  Slavery. 

There  have  also  been  issued  by  the  Society,  in  pamphlet  form, 
a  large  edition  of  the  Speech  of  Wendell  Phillips,  at  the  State 
Disunion  Convention,  held  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  January,  1857  ; 
the  able  article  from  the  Westmiyistcr  Review,  entitled  the  "  Mani- 
fest Destiny  of  the  United  States,"  understood  to  be  from  the  pen 
of  Mrs.  Harriet  Martineau  ;  and  a  Discourse  on  the  "Signifi- 
cance of  the  Struggle  between  Liberty  and  Slavery  in  America," 
by  Rev.  F.  Frothingham,  of  Portland,  Maine. 

The  Society  has  also  distributed  at  a  low  price,  or  gratuitously, 
a  large  number  of  copies  of  the  Prize  Tract,  written  by  Charles 
K.  Whipple,  and  offered  to  the  American  Tract  Society,  but  re- 
jected by  them,  entitled,  "The  Family  Relation  as  Affected  by 
Slavery." 
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The  National  Anti-Slavery  Standard  is  the  organ  of  the 
Society.  It  is  issued  every  week,  on  Saturday,  from  the  office  of 
the  Society,  No.  5  Beekman  Street,  New  York.  Oliver  John- 
son, Esq.,  Editor ;  with  a  corps  of  editorial  assistants,  and  of 
European  and  Home  Correspondents,  not  surpassed  by  those  of 
any  other  American  journal.  Terms  :  Two  Dollars  per  annum. 
Subscriptions,  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  may  be  sent  to  Rich- 
ard D.  Webb,  176  Great  Brunswick  Street,  Dublin. 


The  Executive  Committee  regret  that,  owing  to  circumstances 
beyond  their  control,  the  preparation  and  publication  of  these  two 
Reports  have  been  so  long  delayed.  They  offer  them  now  in  the 
confidence  that  they  will  prove  a  contribution  to  the  Anti- Slavery 
history  of  the  country,  and  a  guide  to  future  labors,  as  valuable  as 
it  is  needful. 

May  2,  1859. 


trkasurkr's  rfport. 


193 


00 


^ 
•^ 
■^ 


CO 
00 


-I 


to 

to 


§ 


to 

to 


to 


o     I 

m 

W  ; 

^  ! 

^  '! 

■<  ■{ 

«  :' 


P     il 


'o   r^   00 

05     O     I- 


»0  C5  «0  CO  o 

f^  00  f  1^  5r> 

o  ^  c^  I-.  e-i 

£J  t-  ^*  "f  CO 


C 
3 
O 
o 

o 

< 


o 


C 

o 
o 

o 

<5 


00 
o 
CO 

cT 


o 


o 


W 
H 


PQ  c/:  Ph 


t» 


.1  s 


CS 

K 
O 


N 


•-'  00  -r 

tc  o  o 

•*  r--.  «o 

t^  >o  l~ 

rt  o 


CO 

00 

o 


^ 


2  < 


CC  P^  ;^ 
o    -     . 


eS     o 


S     a) 

i  s 

CS      ^ 

&^ 

Si    c 


o 


o 

CS 


25 


CO    eo 

o 

CI 

o    o 

o 

•*     00 

<N 

o 

>o   o 

«D 

t^ 

00   eo 

1— 1 

Oi 

00     Ci 

03 

CO 

■-^      v^ 

CO 

CO 

€& 

«. 

€& 

i    6 

c    • 

>5  -^ 

e3     ■« 

C3 

•^  c 

•c 

c     o 

o 

.S       Ci 

>-.  'o 

s    ■ 

s  ■£ 

— c          O 

<J   . 

•  iM       CS 

ociot 
isvlv 

<♦-« 

C3      tr. 

.S  "t 

■-    <^ 

o 

O       O 

S  ^' 

"n   o 

K 

o  .2 

X     i; 

u  "^ 

C 

S  ^ 

<    ^ 

.    o 

H 

i.     3 

.1   c 

C 

•^  < 

-c    -^ 

c= 

-*-      c/^ 

■^          ¥^* 

K^    -^ 

"~\         ■*-» 

c  ^ 

,    >-^ 

3    'S 

'E  = 

c   ~ 

5=    o 

t  "■ 

e:    ^ 

prco 

rt 

< 

H 

Officers  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society, 

ELECTED    MAY,    1857. 


PRESIDKNT. 

WILLLUI    LLOYD    GARRISON,  Massachusetts. 


VICE    PRESIDENTS. 
Petee  Libbey,  Maine.  Thomas  Wiiitson,  Peun.sylvauia. 

Li-THER  Melendy,  Xew  Hampshire.  Joseph  Moore,  " 


Theodore  B.  Moses, 
Jehiel  C.  Claflix,  Vermont. 
Francis  Jackson,  Massachusetts. 
Edmund  Quixcy,  «* 

Asa  Fairbanks,  Rhode  Island. 
James  B.  AVhitcomb,  Connecticut 
Samuel  J.  Mat,  New  York. 
Cokxelius  Bramuall,  " 
Amy  Post,  «< 

Plixy  Sexton,  " 

LccRETiA  MoTT,  Pennsylvania. 
Robert  Pi-rvis,  '« 

Edward  M.  Davis,        •• 


George  T.  Atkinson,  Xew  Jersey. 
Alfred  Gibus  Campbell,   " 
Thomas  Garrett,  Delaware. 
Thomas  Doxaldsox,  Ohio. 
Sarah  Otis  Erxst,       " 
Bexjamix  Bowx,  *' 

William  Hearx,  Indiana. 
William  Hopkins,     " 
Joseph  Merritt,  Michigan. 
Thomas  Chandler,     " 
Cvni-s  Filler,  '« 

Carver  Tomlinson,  IllinoLs. 
Caleb  Green,  Minnesota. 


Georgiana  B.  Kiruy,   California. 


CORRESPONDINP,     SECRETARY. 

SYDNEY  H.  GAY,  New  York  City. 

RECORDING    SECRETARY. 

WENDELL    PHILLIPS,  Boston. 

TREASURER. 

FRANCIS   JACKSON,   Boston. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE. 


William  Lloyd  Garrison. 
Francis  Jackson, 
Edminii  Quincy. 
Maria  Weston  Chapman. 
Wendell  Phillips. 


Sydnby  Howard  Gay. 
Eliza  Li.e  Follen. 
Charles  F.  Hovey. 
Samuel  May,  Jr. 
William  I.  Bowiutch. 
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OlTicers  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society, 

ELKCTED    MAY,    IMDS. 


PR KS I  DENT. 

WILLLVM   LLOYD    GARRISON,  Massaciicsetts. 


VICE     PRESIDENTS. 
Peter  Libbey.  Maine.  Thomas  Whitso.v,  Pennsylvania. 

Luther  Melendy,  New  Hampshire.  Joseph  Moore, 


Theodore  B.  Moses, 
Jehiel  C.  Claflin,  Vermont. 
Fra>'cis  J.vckso.v,  Massachusetts. 
Edmund  Qui.ncy,  " 

Asa  Fairhanks,  Rhode  Island. 
James  B.  "Whitcomis,   Connecticut 
Samuel  J.  May,   New  York. 
Cornelius  Bramhall,  " 
Amy  Post,  •« 

Pliny  Sexton,  <« 

Lydia  Mott,  " 

Lucretia  Mott,  Pennsylvania. 
Robert  Purvis,  <« 

Edward  M.  Davis,         '« 


Rowland  Johnson,  New  Jersey. 
Alfred  Gibbs  Campbell,  " 
Thomas  Garrett,  Delaware. 
Thomas  Donaldson,  Ohio. 
Sarah  Otis  Ernst,        •« 
Benjamin  Bown,  «» 

William  Hearn,  Indiana. 
William  Hopkins,      " 

Joseph  Merritt,  Michigan. 

Thomas  Chandler,       •' 

Cyrus  Fuller,  »• 

Carver  Tomlinson,  Dlinois. 

Caleb  Green,  Minnesota. 

Georgiana  B.  Kirby,  California. 
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ERRATA. 


Page      5,     line  10.     After  rmigration,  insert  and. 
"       57,     line  13  from  bottom.     For  or,  read  and. 
"     101,     line  G  from  bottom.  For  vronrjed  one,  read  icrong  done. 
"     112,     last  line.     For  in  consequence,  read  in  the  consequences. 
"     133,     between  lines  19  and  20  from   bottom.      Insert,    an-l  persistence 

in   such  action  would ;    and  omit   the  'word  to,    beginning  of 

19th  line. 
"     1.55,     line  7.     For  His,  read  his. 
«'     IGO,     luie  20.     For  of,  before  Southern,  read  bi/ ;  and  put  a  comma 

after  doctrine. 
"     1G4,     line  17  from  bottom.     Put  semi-colon  aftci^rst. 
"     172,     line  IG.     Put  quotation  marks  after  c5!/?ii'/'y.     Three  lines  lower, 

put  quotatious  marks  before  cordial. 
"     174,     line   13.     For  these,  read  their. 
"     179,     line  4  from   bottom.     Insert  Cleveland,  0.  in  the  blank.     Dele 

i?i,  after  the  blank.     Insert  '2Sfh,  after  October. 
•'     186.     line  11.      Put   quotation   marks   after    him.      The   next    -nord 

should  begin  a  new  paragrafjli,  and  all   the  quotation  marks 

below,  on  that  page,  should  be  removed. 

A  few  other  inaccuracies,  of  less  moment,  will  readily  be  corrected  by  the 
reader. 
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Adams's,  Charles  F.,  letter,  94. 
Address,  Southern  New  School  Presbj-terian,  152. 
African  Apprentice  Bill,   120. 
Agexts  axi)  Meetings,   187. 
Agitation  in  Missouri,   116. 
Anti-Lecompton  Democracy,   111. 
Archy,  Case  of,   141. 
Assault  on  Sumner,   19. 

Baltimore,  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference,  8S. 
Banishments  from  the  South,  6 — 13. 
Baptist  Convention  in  Ohio,  90. 
Baxter  on  Slavery',  6o. 
Bellows's,  Dr.,  letter,  96. 
Bishops'  Methodist  Episcopal,  Address,  84. 
Blodgctt,  J.  L.,  whipped,   13. 
Border  Ruffians  in  Kansas,   39.     Resisted,   41. 

BrinkerhofT,  Judge,  Opinion  of,    138. 

Buchanan  nominated,  27.  Ser\-ices  of,  to  Slave  Power,  28.  Inaugural 
of,  48.  Kansas,  Policy  of,  49,  109.  Annual  Message  of,  110.  Lc- 
compton  Message  of,   112. 

Calhoun,  Regent  of  Kansas,  108.     Action  of,  112. 

California,  Judicial  novelty  in,   141. 

Carter,  Judge,  dishonorable  conduct  of,   144. 

Champaign  County,  Ohio,  Fugitive  case,  12.5. 

Cha^e,  Ciov.,  action  of,   126.     Glorities  I'nion,   128. 
Cini-.fii,  79—00,   117—170. 

Clarke  County,  Ohio,  vs.  Vnited  States  Marshals,   12.5. 

Clarkson's  testimony,  6.5. 

Coates,  Lindley,  Obituary  of,  99. 

Colored  Citizenship  denied,  01.  Affirmed,  02.  Implied,  130,  131. 
Men  naturalized,  63. 
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